AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS(SA

"DLCA REPORT ON THE VISIT TO THE GEREAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND

HE CZECHOBLOVAK SOCIALLS IPUBLIC

A delegation of the ANC DICA and Constitution Committee,comprising
Comrades Z.l. Jobodwana, L.S5. Pekane and P.l. Maduna,visited the
Germen Democratic Republic nnd the Czechoslvak Socialist Republic
from the 26th., Jenuery to the 9th. of lebruary 1987.The purpose of
the mission was to otudy and discuss with experts in the field of
congtitutional law in these two socialint cnuntrieﬂﬂ he historical
development of their constitutional low aince the smashing of fascism.

Questions akin to this were also to be raised and discussed.

THE GLIUiAN DENOCRATIC REIUBLIC.

The delesntion arrived in the GDR on the 27th. January and was met at
the airport by three members of the Centinl Committee of the Socialist
Unity Party of Germany(SED).Tn welcoming the delegation the leader of
the Centrnl Committec members who met it thanked the ANC for deciding
to send the delegation to the GDR for this purpose.le said though
there vas indeed n lot for the delepntion to learn from the GDR in
thia repgard,they wonlda be vnhappy if the delegation and the ANC sought
to transplsnt the GCUR experfences as they were to South Africa.They
would be hapry if t“~ir experiences were opplied in South Africa after
a careful and thorough study ot the objective and subjective conditions
in which the South \fricen strugrle is taking place.After the short
discuasion of the pregremme and itinercry prepared foxr the Al'C
delegation, the meeting ended.

28th. JANUARY:

The delepntiom®hed 2 discussion the whole day from OSHOO to 16HOO with
Frofearor Vetzolt,the herd of the Department of State law and Govt, in
the Certral Committee cf the SED.The discusaion wes ebout conatitution
making.

Prof. Fezolt had been in Eoutherh:ﬁfricﬂ,in Angola, from 1977 to 1980
as & consvltant on State Power and the Tarty,and etill goes to Angola
for four to aix weeksa ev: vy year an such.Pecause of his experiences
both in the GDR and in Anpgola,he was the best choice in terms of
mecting the ALC declegntion,

Prof. Tezolt wasn briﬂfthnut th~ hiatory ~nd the vork of the DLCA and
the Constitution -~ "Liee of the AlC.lle wno nlso told abovt the plots,
plans and achemen of the enemy end their think-=tanks in this regard.He
was told that thourh the :I'C does not hnve o draft consatitution or a
constitutional blueprint,it was working on conatitutional puidelines,as
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the ANC doesz not believe it would be correct Lo have a bhlueprint at
this stege.

lle differed with the ANC delegation cn this end said he thought it
would be proper Tor the AlC to have ito own draft.This,he said,was
because when the talks between the Al'C ond the apmrtheid regime begin,
at the talks only the party that has a2 blueprint will dominate the
discuggions.If the opnrtheid regime has o draft and presents it,the
meetings will based on their draft,snd thnt will be a great disadva-
ntage.He gald other revolutions too had to go through this process
and long before the fall of fanscism,the Comumwnist Party of Germany(the
KPG) had its own blucnrint.SVATO too is proppling with the seme issue
and had been in the GUR before the arrival of the ANC delegation to
discuas this.lle advised the ANC delepgation to work closely with SWAPO
in this regard.lle gave the MUC delagation the name of the SVAPO Chief
Representative to Zambia an one of the members of the SV.AT'0 Con-Com.

He advised the AIIC delegntion that the conatitutional debate will
always be about power nnd political questionn.lle said therefore that
when the draft is worked out,the objective and subjective conditions

in which the South Africen revolution is taking place should be Btudia%
underatood and always borne in mind.

The meeting then went on to discuss veriuvos subjects in this regard as
suggented by Prof. Tezolt,The arcas covered werc as follows:

1)THE CHARACTER Al D POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS OF POWVER:

He said in the draft the AlNC will have to define the future astate and
declere that it is poing to be an independent,sovereign,united,
democretic and non-racial republic.Vhile he is aware that eventually
a socinlist republic is envisaged in South Africa,he does not think it
would be proper for the AIC end its allies to make that part of the
declaration in the very first constitution.lle was reassured that the
MIC and its mllies do not project socianlism as the immediate
consequence of the smaching of ithe apartheid colonial regime.

After a diserv. gion of the strntegic objective of the liovement and the
need to ecreate conditions vherein the Frecdom Charter can be
implemented,he advised that the best clwoice would be an anti-fascist,
en anti-raciast constitution.lle gaid the most important thing for the
ARC and its nllies in the current phnse is to rally and unite all the
enemies of the fescist and racist olygarchy in a broad anti-fascist
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popular front,as they themnelves did.For this purpose the
anti-fascist con7iitutional model would be the most appropriate.He
sald while the constitution should cover a wide range of things,it
should nntntan far into the future lmmediately after the fall of the
apartheid regime.

He further said that the ANC as the vanguard of the people's struggle
should have that declared in the constitution.Two opportunities for
this exist,he said.Political and social realities in South Africa are
such that the ALC is accepted as the vanguard and collaborates with
the other politicelly organised forces and mass orgenisations.He said
he was happy thet the AIC and its allies espouse the multi-party
system instead of a one-party system.The conotitution,particularly at
independence,will have to cater for the interests of all the forces
rallying arouwnd and uniting behind the AlIC and its allies.It should be
different from the programme of one of the parties in order to be
respected and supported by all.In other words,the ideas of all should
be taken into account when the draft is being formulated.

2) FROPERTY RELATIONS Al D IDCONCLIIC STRUCTURE:

Prof. Pezolt said this is a very sensitive area and has to be handled

cautiously.After a short enunciation of the position of the ANC and

its allies in this regard,he said that he thought the new South Africa

should have o mixed economy with the main sectors being the following:

(a) the public sector that will result from the take over of |

the commending heights of the economy such as the banks,the
mines end major industries;

(b) the private(capitalist and exploitative)sector that will
continue to exist for some time,together with the existence
of international capitel and investments,whose continued
existence will have to be glﬁ:mrteed to enhance the
development of the productive forces(elaborating this idea,
he said it would be the height of folly to declare that at
independence, there will he no erploitation whatsoever;the
constitution will have to guarentee social justice and
strictly prohibit all forms of discrimination end oppression
to protect nll working people,including those working for
capitalista)."hile this will enhance the development of the
economy ond the productive forces,to uphold people's power
and sovereipnty,he adviged thet this sector muct be
prevented from wventuring into strategic areas of the economy,.
Laws must be pasaed to ensure thnt the continued existence
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of thir mector 1z controll-? Lo agssist the wcll=being of
the people.Vhialever nmreements that will be entered into
in this regard must be based on the supreme interssts of
the people,

(c) co-operative property in egriculture will have to be
encouragred, protected and eshrined in the constitution.He
said this sector developa voluntarily as a reflection .of
the level of consciousnes among the farmers,and the
socin) conditions already achieved(he then cited the casd

n&ﬂnguln vhere he said he thouvght the farmers were not yet
ready to form co-operatives,und whatever attempts that
are made to force them to do =so are unsuccessful and are
resisted, ).lle told the 41.C delegation that he does not
think it is proper to nationanlise the land,and that the
GUR hns hitherto not done that;the land there is still
the propcrty of the co-operatives.To the GDR "Land to the
tillers" in reality meant that the farmers must be given
the 1ond and allowed to own it(and were even given title
deeds)oas they had fourht for it.le further peve the
example of Nicaregua where the land was initially
natiomalised,but subscguently denationalised and,as a
result,the farmers are fiphting and defending people's
power.The first GDR constitution p osscd in 1949 indeed
guaranteed privale~ ovnerchip of the land as,he said,they
were puided by the necesaity to proceed from a realistic
ennlyais of the situntion in the enti-fascist democratic |
tranaformation in 'Le countryszide.

(d) small-scale enterprises:;thene exist in the GDR hitherto
and are protected and encouraged as a matter of pnlic?,
as they are needed for thelr expertise,experience and
the services they render.lic told the delegation that
the Soviet Union is re-~introducing these for putiunal
economic development.lesides,he said,nationalsing this
aector,na wna the case in /fngola and mﬂzumbi&ﬁe,drives
the small proprietor into the ranka of reaction and
increases the forces ranped npainst the people's
revol“tion.lle naid thin aector too ashould be controlled
to nenint the ﬁilnbﬁing of the people,and admitted that
the smnll proprietor will live better than nn ordinary
vorker,

3) STATE FOVDR- CRGATISATION AVD ACTIVITILS OF SWATL ORGALD:
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The AlI'C delegotion told the professor that the envisaged South Africa
would be a unitary state and not a federal one.lle raised the question
of the bantusten creations of the apartheid regime and this too was
discussed thoroughly.lle said he had always thought that the bane that
the bantustans were could be turned into a boon if approached pruperlr;
and the administrative structures could be converted into useful local
and regional administrative ones.

President or Prime Minister?

Prof. Pezolt told the AlLC delegation that new/young states tend to
concefntrate and centralise power in one person who is the symbol of
the unity of the people nnd the representutive of their interests.He
said he thought the new South Africa would do the same.He said in
Angola and lozembique power 1s concentrated in the president,whereas
in Zimbabwe it is in the yremier.le advised that this has to be discu-
ssed thoroughly and decided in the AIC in the process of the struggle
for national liberation and social emancipation.He believed that the
position of the heand of state/govi. should be defined in the draft
clearly and carefully.The same opplies to how the head of state/govt.
relatesa to and influences the state ond the government.

He said he prefers ond recommends a situation where power is
concentrated in the president next to whom there should be a premier
who should follow the ;resident and be renponsible for organising the
govt. and running pgovt. affairs.lle distinguiched this situation from
the Zimbabwean situation where the president ia a mere figurehead,and
recommended that the ANC should study the Zambian situation which he
thought represents his preference.,Like the Zambian constitution,the
draft should clearly define the position,powers und prerogatives of the
president,withouvt econcentrating too mueh povier in him as he will not
cope and perform effectively cnd efficiently.

The president may cither be elected directly by the people or by the
peonle's assembly(parlioment)or through the electoral college formed
by the people's agzcembly for the purpose.lThis too should be discussed
and spelt out in the Jdroaft so ms to nvoid uny ambipuvity.

He told the A1 C delegnbion that 1o GE po lenper lan a presicent,but
the I'eople's Chomber,the supreme orpon of stnte power in the GDR
according to A+*4~72 A0 of the CGL! Constitution,elects the Chairman and
members of the Comeil of State(Arlicle S0),who constitute what can be
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referred to es the presidency.It(ie. the People's Chamber)also elects
the Chairman und the Council of llinisters(Article 50),which,according |
to article 76 of the GLR Constitution,in the government of the GDR.The
positions nnd powers of these two councils are clearly defined in the
Conatitution of the GIR.

He further gaid that,depending on how power is taken and transferred
from the minority,the draft can declare that the President ot the ANC
shall sutomaticnlly Le the Stel~ President,.This possibility needs to |
be carefully studied in conjunction with the objective and subjective
conditions ¢f ouvr strvegle.lle personnlly advised “hat for smooth
furctioning, the nresident slould he eclected by the people's assembly.

The Fational/pecple's .Josembly:

He said thet the ATC ond 1ts nllies hove to decide vihether this should
heve one er two chnmbera,ie. the people's chamber only or ithe people's
and a chember of nationalitiesa.lle raised the isrue of the second one
because he thovpht of the Scuvth African situation where there are

many nationality groupings.lle advised the AI'C delegation that the ANC
and its allies should study the situation carefully and identify the
pros and conn of this iden before commiiting themselves cither way.Thej
8till have to =olve the probleme of racism and tribalism,he seid,esnd
having a two-chrmber parliamoent micht be helpful,he thought.

Ile told the 21'C delepntion that up to 1992 the GDR itself had a
tvo-chamber parlioment.This,he said,wes due to the division of the
GDR then into five ctates,thot were later to be converted into 14
provinces that comprise the GDR today.

The term/tenure of office sliould be defined in the constitution,he sai(
It should not be too shert or too long,ond it could be 4 to 5 years,he
gaid.While all people's depnties(members of parliament)should be -
elected,it is not necessary that the electoranl aystem to be followed
should be defined in the constitution itnelf as there will have to be
a geperete lew covering this issue.

Repional and lecal giruncturec of people's power:
For proper administration and to ensure moximum participetion of the

‘people in the exercine of pover »nd rovereignty,’rof. Tezolt advised
that the comntry be rubdivided into regicnnl end local areas.He gave
the example of the 4L itself vhich hna one centrel orpan of people's
power and the provineinl,district nnd torn/commmity tiers.




seven.

In this regord,the current set uwp in South Africe was discussed.The
professor advised the ALC delegation to conaider things as they stand
now and then prepare for their transformation.lle wes told about the
development of street and area committees too.He said it must be borne
in mind that neither will the bantustans fall on their own,nor will
the chiefs who cxercise power and dispense patrronage and largesse
abdicate.In the process of transformation they will have to be taken
into account,and mont probably cven mobilised as new regional and
local gstructures are created.

‘hile regional and local structures should be given some measure of
control end reeponibility over their own areas,and even allowed to
make bye-laws toking into account the peculiarities of their cenditinnq
and elso for proper erxercise of people's pove» and sovereignty,he said
the avthority to lepialale must be certrolised in the people's

egsembly and never declepsnted to Che lower orgens of people's power.He
gave the example of the GDIl vhere democratic centralism applies and
vhere the lower structures have Lhe right and power to deal with

soecial and economic affnirs in their own areas.

4) RELIGIOL AJD 11V FUEEDOL CF CONSCIELCE:
Prof. Pezolt seid he thousht this was a very crucial area,especially
in South Africa.He enunciated the policy position of the GDR in this
regard s follows:
(n) the state ond the church are seperate institu-
tiong end the state is secular ard not religious;
(b) freedom of religion I8 ellowed and protected by
the constitution(Article 39);and
(¢) while the relipgious people and groups enjoy free
relisgious anetivity oapnd protection, they have an
oblirotion to renpect the atote,its constitution and
Lava,

lle noted that the 1949 GDR Constitution hnd 9 articles out 144 in this
regard,to demonstrate the importance the rtate attached to this area.As
a result the churech and atate collaborate each with the other to build
socialism on enrth.ihe church in the GDIRl has vroperty snd the state
respects,protecta and ruarantees this pr-rer+ty and even assists the
church to build ehurehes.The chureh ovne ond operntes a lot of .
hospitala vhich form pnrt of the stnte's heelth care scheme and these
provide more uvsecful nnd better soecinl services.The state,in its efforts
to build and strengthen socinlism pnd preserve pcace,apnreciates and
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promotes this.

Asked what the role of the church is in the education of children,he
gaid the ducetion of the children is completely in the hands of the
gtate,Initially and for some time,religious instructions were allowea
in the schools,but this has since been abolished.All GDR children are
now brought up in the spirit of communism and there are no longer any
church schools as such.The shurch still operated youth programmes and
the universities in the GDR still have Theology Faculties.Seminaries
and monasteries still exist and the state has no objection to this,.

He said in the context of Scuth Africa,where the church as an
institution i3 quite strong end plays an importent role among the
democratic,anti-racint and anti-fascist forces ranged egainsgt the
avartheid colonial repgime,he thought the ALC and its allies should
declare their poaition in this regard a2s part of their fight against
rempant enti-communiam behind the smokeserecen of which the perpetratore
of the crime of annrbheid hide.This will nlso help rally behind the
revolutionary eollionece that the AFC leads the various religious
currents thet exizt in the country,eand some of which run schools and
hospitals and even own land.

5) BASIC RICHTS AiD DUTIES:

Prof. Pezolt said he accepts all the basic positions of the Fovement
spelt out in the Freedom Charter and said Lhese should be .incorporated
into the constitutional draft.In addition,the position and role of
trade unions in the new constitutionel set up,including the right to
strike(particularly in the context of ~ mixed cconomy)should be spelt
out in the draft conatitution,

6) TLHE JUDICIARY AND THE AUMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE:

The current set up in this regord vna discussed and the prolessor
agreed with the ALC delegation that the judiciary in the current set
up in South Africa is a tool of the apartheid colonial regime and that
- therefore it is necessary to put on end to the current South African
judiciary.lt is a pernorent advocrte and pretector of the interests of
the ruling and expleiting elanss ond helpn fto keep in gaol and even

to kill thovsmends of enti-faneiat nnd anti-roecist patriots of our
pcople.

The revolutionary tronasformation of the judiciary is an absolute
necessity in South Africa.A new julicinry that is amenable to the
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interests of the majority,has to be created.The professor advised that

the administration of juatice should be placed in the handas of the
people,who should, through their masn orgnnidsations and trade unions,
participate therein.

The appointment of the judges(both professional and lay)and the
Attorney-General,should be spelt out in the draft constitution.He said
while he th:l.n}-:aﬂfﬁmuld be appointed by the President initielly,they
should not be appointed for life.In the GLR all Jjudges are elected now

Lawyers and judges are all independent in their administration of
justice.They are only bound by the constitution,laws and statutory
regulations of the GLR(Article 96 of the GDR Constitution).The right
to defenece and the sunrantee of the anclivity of ndvocates should be
spelt out in the drnit.

29th, JALUARY:

The following dny the ALIC delegntion wan taken to the Central

Committee Irstitute dealinpg with Socialist llanagenent in Agriculture,
which is in Liebenwalde,The institution,vhich was eatablished in 1953,
trains and retroins socialist manarement officers for the agricultural
gector,Team leaders,porty and ordinary workera get their upgrading at
the institution end return to their own areas to impart their knowledgq
and skills to their fellow-workers.

At the inaotitution the ALC delgotion bhad the opportunity to discuss the
land ond apgrarien reforms that Ae';ffbarknﬂ upon immediately after the
smashing of the regime of fascism.The AlIC delegation was told that the
people who ovned and controlled land wilded power and were collabora-
ting with the fascists.The big landowners,comprising only one hundredtl
of all agriculturnl enterprisesn,ovned fer more land than hundreds of
thouaanda of small fermers ond peasonts vho represented the overwhelm-
ing majority of nll arricultural enterprises.lt was absolutely
essential to put ﬁﬁ:%n that state of affalrs in order to free the
masses of the peasonts from politieal ond economic dependence on the
big landovners.The land had to be pgiven to the tillers.This was an
indespensable demand of socinl justice,nnd also an economic necessity
to gradually increane ppgricultural production,.The jJjunkers were divested
of their land and rover,without comnensntion,und the expropriated land
was given to the cmuiﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁznntﬂ frre of charge.

The delegation wes told that expropriated Innd,including big farming
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estates,was subdivided and redistributed democratically,with the am;Ifﬁ
-peasants themselvea participating in the whole cxercise.Though some
people argued that the big estates should be taken over by the state,
the party proved that the correct policy would be to sudivide these

too and redistribute them.

The expropriated land was not nationnlised either.It was given to the
small farmers and landless peasantry as well as wviorkers vho wanted
land.They all became ovmers of the allotments they had been given,on
condition that theycould not sell the land so obtained,though they
could inherit it(sand the title deed said as much).Fven today the land
continues to be owned by the farmers thouch it is used by the
co-operatives.There nre state farms and alaso land belonging to the
church,of course,. |

The farmera were not compelled to form co-operatives.These were to be
formed volunterily as the farmers realt!~-? the benefits accruing from
co-operation in arricunlture.They(the centrnl comnittee members at the
institution)advised the AIC delegation to study their own conditions
clogely and apply the GDR experiences to them.They said the first
co-operatives emerpged in 1952.,The party and the govt. always assisted
the farmers in agricultural production and food production increased
tremendously na n result.

Land reform committees +were sel up ond those who wanted land had to
apply for it,snd proposala regording redintribution of land were
gubmitted to the committees.In order to qualify for allocation of land,
the epplicant should mect certain conditions:(preparedness to worlk the
land,not having been o fascist,being n pood worker,possession of some
agricultural Inowledse,not related to former junkers end big landownere
in other words the peliticnl ob'irnetives of people's power had to be
realiged in orriculture as well).They uwaed the syastem of lots to glve
land out to the npnliconts.

Obviously there wng ~ lot of registence to the land and agricultural
reforma.Viar eriminala,fancists snd junkers who had been expropriated,
indulged in the falaifiertion of Adccrments, fravd,bribery,attempted
murder and evem peiconing of wells,but these attempts failed.

Lend alcne vne not eneach dsrienltoridl implements that were available
were centrnlly contrelled Lo gaasist the farwmers,snd induclry was
mobilised to produce moelinery for the farmers.it the same time the
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farmers themselves net up their owm goeinl ecrganisations celled the
Mutual Aid Agsocintiona,and ran peels of farming implements.The aid
civen woas to the coimmittees ond not to individuul farmers.The farmers
hed to pay cerblein feeq for Lhe dimplemerts they hired from the pools,
on the bnsin of Lhe size of their nllelments,bul when the co-peralives
had developed, Lthe pools Lecome the vroperty of Lhe co-vpera’ives.
Special progremmnens nand schemes wore estnblished tu build houses for uhE
fermera nnd their families,end also schools and cultural and recreation
facilttic,

The farmers had Lo mect certain govi. guotas in terms of their
production, taling into cccourt the loeal conditions.The farmers were
initiolly nllowed fto aell Cheiy procduece to the free market,though the
prices were controlled,The rovi., gradunlly set vp produce purchase
orpang to vhich the fermers hod to gmell their produce,

The whole execrcise ri l‘tlnd ord rerienliornl reforms vag accompanied by
politienl worl in the country—side.The tnalz to establish & firm
alliance between the vorking eclans onmd the working peaﬂﬂ}ry was not
dietated by economiec reasons "nly,bul vns o fundomental politienl
requirement of thc atruggle for pencce,demcerney nnd socinlism,The |
working peesants could only ﬂ%ﬁEVE their emneipation vhen the working
class identified with them ond puided them in their strupple.At the
same time the sgtrv p/le for demoerncy could be vietoriouvs only when the
peasant nasces joined ond identified vwith the revelutionary struggle
for democracy.The peasant masoes alze pnrticipated in the exercise of
people's power ond deverveiprnty diree®ly and through their elected
deputies at nll levels,

The ARC delerotion tnld the ecomrpden abovt Lhe agro-industries that
exist in Sonth Afrien(er. in the vipne inductry, the sugar industry,ete.)
rmd nlro that thrlmnﬁwﬂjen hoye beorn Lo pa'te inrveads into aprigulture
in quite a big vay.The delegontion nlao anked whether in the circum-
astances it would be advisable to aubdivide suech agro-induatries and
huge lended estetes snd hand them over to rmall farmers,risking the
proliferntion of ~m=11 capitalists ond olnso the decline in agricul=-
tural productior.The delegotion nlro raiced the issue .of existing
co=operntives in the context of apsitheid nnd which are dominated by
vhite formers vhe in the meojority are eloser to the regime,The delega-
tion war adviced thot it will be the dvty of the ALC and its allies to
atudy thesce cnrefully omd formulate appropriate policien.They were told
it might prove ndventug@rvs to convert sveh big farms end
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egro-induatrien into 8tate farms end training centres to produce the
requisite cadreship.This was done in the GDR too.The white farmers

vho todoy ore clone Lo the apartheid repime hqwg the expertise,
experience ond knevledge that the new cnn”titutiunal errangement will
need badly,and therefore policies have to %urmulﬂted in this regard by
the ALC and ita »llica.

30the JALUALR 2
The :liC delepntion viasitad the district of Luckenwalde in the Potsdam

Frovinee,ror'h of Perlin.They were met ond welcomed by the Chairmen of
the Luclkenwalde Dintriet Councll and members of his comncil,who took
them avound the distriect and enebled them to hold discussions with
farmerc,workers and people's deputies to the lowest rungs of the organs
of people's power.They also met two mayors of the willages/communities
in Luckenvalde,

During the discussions with regnrd to people's power at the district
level,the members of the district council eleborately described how the
district council vorks.Firutly,the council is elected democratically by
the people for 5 years on the same day as the olher levels of c¢rgans
of people's power.The council is on arm of the Diastrict Assembly which
hae 110 deputies and 33 follow—up errniiirterg,The council is elected by
the District Ascombly end is responsible for action between the
gegsiong of the Distriect Assembly and also for the execution of the
decisions of the District Assembly.In addition,they receive
instructions from the Lational Assembly snd the Provincial Assembly,
and execute them,

The council has 19 members who have a wide ronpe of responsibilities
in thedistyrict.They are responsible for education,youth affairs,
culture, tranaport and communications,enerpy,envirommental,water and
recreetion affairs,local supply induvatries,conatruction,labour,housing,
health,finance and other matters within the district.They also are

in charge of the development of the district as a whole and the towns
and villages within the distriet.(The tovns/villages within the
district have gimilor responsiblities ot their own level and are
accountable to their communities snd the distriect.)They are also
respongible for food production And sunply in the district.Their
finances come from renta,tnxes ete. on the one hand and from the
central budprelt on Lthe other,

’nd, FERRUIAITY &
Cn the 2Znd, Februnry,the AlLC delerntion visited the Teople's Chamber
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in Berlin.There the delepgation had discussions with central

committee members ond people's deputies with regerd to the People's
Chamber,

The T'eople's Chamber id the highest orpgon of of people's power in the
GDR.It iz the sole constituent ond legislative organ and enjoys
unlimited authority ond rights.llatters of state policy are decided at
its plenary seosions.

It is composed of 500 deputies ngpted by the people every five years
in free,peneral,equal and secret ballot.lvery GDR citizen who is 1E
years of age on clection day has the right to vote and also to Etand
for election tec the Feople's Chamber itcelf should they so wish and
end also get nominnted by political parties or mass nrﬂunisatinna'nr
trede unions.The vhole process of elections is manapged by democrati-
cally formed elcctoral comrisciona,and the nomination nnd examination
of candidates vy the voters,are inalicncovle rights and socialist
electoral principles.

The clectornl system 10llewcd i the GDR is the ist system.All
parties,populnr mnsa organs and ixrade unions are allowed to submit
nameg of their cerndidates to the Eantional Front electoral comnissions
in the various constitucncies.ifter carefully examining the candidates,
the electorate select candidatea of their choice from the 1list and
those with the lnrpeat number of votes represent their constituencies
in the Teople's Chomber,

ﬂt the first sesaion of the Teople's Chamber,the People's Chember
E%Fta its Tresidium vhich compriseas the "resident of the People's
Chamber,a vice=president and addiitional members,The Presidium conducts
the business of the "eople's Chamber in accordance with standing orders

As stated above,the Teople's Chamber also elcets the Council of State,
the Counecil of liinisters,the lintional Defence Couneil,the judres of the
Supreme Court of the GDR end the Trocurator-tGeneral(the Attorney-Gen.),
for the durestion of ite term of office(ic. every five years).The
FPeople's Chamber forma committees from emong its members which closely
cooperate vith the wvotfers in the discussion of bills and exercising a
continuous check on the enforcement of lows pnosed by the Teople's
Chamber.

The deputics vmny not be exposed to »ny nrofesnional or other personal
disadvantoses as a result of their nctivities as representatives of the
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people.They are released from their ordinary duties and occupations
inqrar as their duties as People's Deputics demand,and they continue
to receive their asalaries and wages at their ordinary pleces of work.

Laws in the GDR are initinted by the deputies of the political parties
or mass organisations represented in the Feople's Chamber,the
committees of the Ieople's Chamber,the Council of State,the Council of
Ministers and the Confederation of Free German Trade Unions.The drafte
of the bills are discussed by the commlittees of the People's Chamber
and then submitted to the plenary sessions of the People's Chamber,
together with the comments of the committees,for further discussion
and adoption.Urafts of basic laws are first submitted to the people
for discussion.Vithin one month of their sdoption by the People's
Chamber,the laws are promulgated by the Council of State in the

Law Gazette,and,unless otherwise specificd,come into force within
fourteen days after such promulgation.

The ALC delegation raised the question: of recall.They were told that
all deputies are obliged to hold regular consultations with their
electors to whom they report on their activities ans deputies.A deput¥
who grossly infringes his duties can be recalled by his electors in
accordance with legally-established procedures.This is of course rare,
they were told, though the right of recall is not a paper tiger.

After this session the members of the AlIC delagation were shown
the actual chamber where the People's Chamber(Assembly) meets and then
had lunch with the central committee members nnd people's deputies.

ARTER A SHORT FAREWELL MULTING VITH TII CEITRAL COMKHITTELE MEMBERS WHO
HAD IET THE AYC DELEGATION Ol ITS ARRIVAL IM BERLIN,TIE ALC
DELEGATION LETFT FCR FRAGUE,CZECHNOSLOVAKIA.

The AHB delegation i1eached Prague in the everfng on the 2nd. February,
and was met a¢ the airport by Cde. A. Lesenko of the Solidarivy
Comnittee.After a short discussion of the programme and itinerary
prepared for the delegation,the delegation was token to the hotel of the
Communiat Tarty of Czechoslovakin.

3rd. FEBLUARY:

The AKC delepgntion wnn telken to the Terty ochool in Pranve where the
Communist I'mrty of Czechoslovekia trains ~nd produces cadres for
socialist mana-zement and also in state law anu govt.They are also
grovnded in the politics of the party before deploymbnt in their areas,
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At the school the ALC delegation had a meeting that took the whole

day,with Professor Oliver,of the achool's departmemt of state,govt.
and law.

The professor deacribed the development of the Czechoslovak
constitutionnl law from 1945, the yeoar when they were liberated from
the yoke of fascist occupation by the heroic Soviet Army.He told the
ALC delepation that they hnd decided,on the basis of their
experience with o bourgeois republie,to build a up their country as a
people's democracy whose objective would be to cnsure peaceful
development tovwards -ccialiszm,

He told the delegation that Czechoalnwnlkin has tvo nations,the Czechs
and the Slovala,nnd mny other nallionnlity groupings such as the
Ilungarien minority,the Tolish minority, the German minority and the
Rusgiana,All in all there are 15 million citizens in the Republic.
Iogt of the eitizens are vorkersn.The popnlation in the majority lives
in the citier and nmnll tevwns,

There is nn orivete ovrershin of the meoars of production in the
republic.All thene ove socinlly ovned,The stnte allows the existence
of personal prroperty for perconal use ond consumption,nnd such
propexrty is veapected ond protected by tl.e law,an long na it i8 not
‘used . ag capiinl for the exploilotion of others.All are really
.equal before the 1oy ~nd clesc ontogonisme hove been eliminated.,

Ag Czechnglovnlkin ir n federal ropubli,ench of the lwo nations has its
own national otnte orsenisation and the Ivd are Jjoined by the federal
atructure run by boll without diarrimin~tien npainst cach other or
domination of ench other,

The professor teld Lhe delecobien thot e ftvo nations 1ive in
fraterral harmeny By building soeialiem tozcther they hove mnde it
possible for the Slovalk side to repldly everceme itas former
baclkvardneas nnd anclicve epn advonced indvatrial and egrienltuvral
level of developmert,

POLITTCAT, STRUCTURLNG:

A) T _FPDER:IL AGSIIPLY:thir ia the highe~t ovgan of people's power
and the sole lesinl~ltive cuthority in the republic.It has two
chambers,viz. the Charber of theleeple ond the Chamber of

Nationalitico,vhich nre equnl,Fach of thene ehambers 12 elected for
five yeavn.The Chompher of the Teeple econsiats of 200 members elected
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by direct vote in the vhole of the republic.The membersz of the Chamber
of the pcople ore not. nllowed by the conntitution to be members of the

bk

Chamber of Pntinuqﬁv} Lhe sname time.

The Clhember of liationn eccngists of 150 members,75 of whom come from
either natiorynnd nve clected by direet vote in their ovn nations.

y .I.':'-
The Federal innembly S authoritydefined by the constitution.In
particular it elects the Tresident of Lhe republic who is accountable
to it for 1he dinchonrge of his dutien,is onch nation has its ovm
autherity and novereigsnty,the Federal lozembly's authority is not
urlimited.

LEGISLATION A™ THT T! DUVIRAT, TEVEL:

Bille of the Tederal Ascembly srce introduced by members of the TFederal
Ascembly, the comuitters of bokl: Chevders,the Treoident of the republie,
the Govt. of the Crechorlovalk Docirl!«t Nepublic,the Czech National
Council rnd the Dloval Intional Courcil.The two chmbers must reach

a concurrent deecigion on the Bill.:.If they do not,the Bill is referred
to a coormitire compricing ten representntives of each Ghamber.If
unanimity still eomnob be reached,the Bill may not be introduced

agein earlier Lhen one yeor after ita rejection.

Once Dills ore adopbed by the Federn] Asccembly,they are 2igned by the
Iresident of Ozcchslovekin, the Chairmon of the Federal Assembly and
the Prime Ilinister of the  Czechoslovzl:. Socielist llepublic in order
for them to become law,They ocre then promulgated by the Fresidium of
the Federcl Assembly within 14 doays of their adoption.

B) TNE I'RESTDNLT OF TNE CZECLHSIOVAK S0CI1.I1ST REFUBLIC:

Unlike the GDIR,the republic hog o president who is elected by the
Federcl Assembly.Any person elipible for election to the Federal
Agaembly may be elected president,for o period of five years.During
his presidency,the incumbent may not ot the same time be a member of
any of the representetive orgons of people's power or a judge or a
member of the Conactitutional Couvrt or - rovernment.The pooition,
powers end preroproativea of the prenident of the republic is defined by
the constitution.

C) CAPITAL: \
The two noationg nceecpt the cﬁty*cd“?nQue a bhe enpitnl city of the
Czechoglovalt Socinlint lepublie.
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THE FEDERATION:

The federation is a voluntary one.Unlike the USi,this federation is
national(ie. national sovereirnty is preserved and developed) and not
térritorial.It was not imposed on the two nations but is based on the
agreement of all.The federal republic has one ecenomy from which both
nations benefit equally.

Other than the Communist Tarty of Czechoslovakia,there are four other
parties which are existent in both sections of the federation.Even the
mass orpganisations end non-governmental orpganisations are arrenged in
the same federal vay.All these compose the liational Front led by the
Communist Porty.

D) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC:

This id the supreme exccutive orgen cof the Czechoslovak Socielist
Republic.It consinta of the I'rime Iinister and Deputy Frime Hinisters
and ministers,pone of vhom mey at the same time be a member of the
Pregidium of the Federal Anccmbly or the Conatitutional Court.The
Prime Minister of the Czechoslovnk Socinlist Republic dnd other govt.
ministers are appointed by the Iresident(unlike in the GDR where the
Council of Ninisters in elected by the I'cople's Ascembly).

E) THE LATIONAL LEVIEL:
(1) THD CZECH/SLCVAL LATIOI AL COULCIL:
The Czech nnd Sloval: Lational Councils are the supreme
representative bodies in the two republics,their sole
legisletive organs and the representative of the national
sovereipgnty,independence and state power in each.

The Mationnl Cowneil of Czech consists of 200 members while
that of Slovelr ronrists oo 150 depntiecn,all clected for a term
of five yearr.The jurfiadietion of Lhe lLationnl Councils is
define” in the conatitution.

(2) LEGISLATIQN AT THE JATIOLAL LLVEL:
Bills may be intrdduced by deputies of the FKational Councils,
committeen of the liational Counecils rnd the govt. of each
revubli,ie. of the Czech DNepublic or the Slovalr llepublic.
In order for them to beceme lav in each revublic, they must be
girned by the Chodivmen of the lLotioral Council ond the Prime
linister of the republic concerned.They are then to be

promlsated within 14 :kwg nfter ndortion.
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(3) THE GOVEMI T T OF THE CZECH OR SLOVAIL SOCIALIST REPUBILIC:
The I'fesidium of the lintional Council of each republic appoints
the Prime iiincter ond olher members of the pgovi. of each
republiec,which i: th~ sunrome execvlive organ cf state power in
cach repuoblic. it member ef the povi. way not at the same time
e o werlber of bhe Presidium of the lational Zomnnsil or the
Gonotitotional Tourt.The pgovt. of ench republic is accountable
to the I'=tionnl Counecil of the republic econcerned.The powers
and cuvtlhority of the national rovt., are defined in the
conatituvlion of the Czechoslovalk Zocinlist Republic.

(4) THE NATIONAL CAPITALS:
The nationnl copital oi the Czech Socielist Republic is Trague
(vhich is ulao the eapitr-l of the Czechoslovak Socinlist
Republic),vhile that of the Slovel Socinlist RNepublic is
Bratislnva.

Repional ond leenl struchkures:

Thege exist nnd derive their authority from the Aets of the Federal
Asgembly and the I'mbicnal Couneils of the tvo republies.They are
allé%d to make by=lave ond not legislation.

Lligibility for parbicinalion in the exercine of necople's power:

All citizens of UEEEhﬂﬂlﬂﬁ#{H (except thoze in rnol or peovle of
wnsound mind)upon tvrning 19 are entitled to vole snd upon turning 21
to stand for election to nll representotive bodien,

It i3 the duty of 11 depuvties to maintrin eloae contact vwith Lheir
electors,to vhom they ere nccountable tor their activities,and the
conatituents of o deputy are entitled to reenll a deputy enytime for
garogs misconduet or irrepulnrities,

About the constitution itself:

This is the third corctitution of the Czechonlovak Socialist Republic.
It vas adopted in 1962 na n vreflection of new socinl conditions.The
first one wes adopted in 19248 after the working class had teken power.
The first one waas then follewed by the one ndopted in 1960 as a
reflection of the beosic achievements of socinlism,

4th, TT00010 Y
The Al'C delermntion wra kaken to the aome ochaol arnin for o meeting

vith Trof, Zubipn an 1ond yeforme ond errvovion noliey.The approach of
Crechonlovalkin va~ » ol very different from thot of the GDR in thio



nineteen.
regard,The basgic difference between the two approaches was that in

Czechoslovakia even the church was exproprieted,vhereas in the GDR it
gtill owns its land hitherto.The professor told the delegation that
the churbh in Crechoslovakia had pruhlemn'nnd contradictions within
itself ,had n bad history and image,nnd therefore could not mobilise
enouch forecen to reamist the lend reforms.he land in the Czechoslovak
Socialist ilepublic hns not been nationnlised and belongs to the

co—operativen,

Like in the ¢il,o strug le hnd to be vopred apainat forces of reaction
end a lot of pnliticml vorl had to bLe done in the countryside to
achieve the current ponitions.

4th, FEPRUARY:

The "1'C delepation hed o diseuns-ion with Trof,. Janda st the school of
the perty on netionoal'ootion "nﬂ nocinliat manomement.The professor
described developments in Crechroolovakin pidor to the CGreat Potriotic
Var(fnd. Vorld Tov)ond the "1Iv~Ljnn thereafter when power had been
taken from the fancirts nnd their hovaern=on,lle told the AFC delegatio:n
thnt thoush mocialine wea pol "he imcdinte ronl of the tronsfer of
pover,there had develoned rame desree nnd Torme of socinl managemnont
of the merong of produetion thot were pnrily ovned by tlhie stote,

The firal no%lopalication decrecs were pnrned in 1945,c few months
afl:r  Lhe vor s the wpanves verce convinced that was a correct step to
toake.Svfficient political vl had been done and the mas:es were fully
behind tl'e Commurist Tarty ond the govt.The Comaurist Torty ~nd the
working elans hed been joined by the other porties to form the
Iintional I'ront,vhich argoaniced notionnlisntion and implemented govt.
Plans in this repavd,

All induntrien opd@ fornme belonping to foecists ond war eriminnls,all
big inductricl enlbevpices,rfll metnlurgical enterprises,all mines and
&11 stroteric nnd key industries,were token and nntionnli=ed.Also,all
industries cemple ying more thon 500 people(ond in respect of the textile
industry,nll induatries employins more than 200 prople) were taken and
nntinnnlined.

Bonkag and finnnce irstitutions vere erny to tnke,relatively.The lazis
had fuvsed thewr vith the big Germar bonltg vhieh controlled nll the
capital.Thec vhole rrocess of netionnlication tool: tvwo full years,up to
1947,

At the end of the proceors of notionclicotien,there existed three
sectors of the economy,nhomely:
(a)the netionnlicedncetor,vhich var not yet socinliat- this
ves the bisreat secteor oo the vio king clage wes hishly
orsanised ond conacioua,

(b)the capitoll 't cecter- the ovners ~nd proprietors used
and exploited the labour of nthere,

(c)the reector of swnll producers- these were family businesses
basically, i th one or tvo vorkers,

~ New management mesavrven vere adorted in terws of the new legal set up,
where the stoete had beeowe 2 big provrictnr,This was of course the new
state,different from the enpit-list stete,~ nd therefore nationalisation
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thereunder war also different,A stote menocging apparatus in the form
of a ministry ves created,and planned production was initiated.The
firat plan won n two=vor plon for the period 1947 and 1948.1It was
different from modern plarning that coes on now,of course,

while in the neotionnliced sector the plen ves over-fulfilled,in the
capitalist sector it wns not fulfilled ~t all.As commerce vas not yet
nationalised, there were many problems of distribution as the owners of
the shops tended to hoard roods to discredit the process of
nationalisation.These problema vere discussed politically and also
raised in the mass mcdio,ond,especially dvring the 1948 drousht, thooe
who indulged in boarding poods became the tarpets of the wrath of the
people.As the people could not poy for the imported food,there
developed the slcpnn:" Let the rich pay." The people demanded the
expropriation of the copitalint sector,and by the beginning of 1948
the bourgeoisie had been defeated ond forred out of the povt. and the
country evemtually.A ncw process of nationnlisation hod begun and big
comnerce was tolken over by the r-.t:itr.'.fflﬂ‘."ﬁﬁ Lhere were only two
gectors,nemely the rationalised :Eﬂtof with: the beginninga of
gocialism and the omnll producer rcector.This vias o tranzition to the
socialiast Czechoslovolk liepublic.

The first yeors saw manogement from the centre by the best cadres,but
this is no longer oszible o= the economy is highly developed.Vhereas
production vas then cuontity-oricnted,néw more emphanis is placed on
aunlity.In the iritinl ntngen the bonie necedrn of tlie people had to be
met,and this h~s been ochieved,the professzor declered.The problems of
management have not o5 yet been resolved, thouch,and they even sell to
privete invertora liceneea to prodvce certnin things vhich they are not
yet in & position to producellie complained that they seem to be too
lenient to onc rmelber and the vovkers are rather over-protected,so
much no that eccrtoin enterpricen do vet bother to invent anything.
STATE SUCCESSICL :

- mm—

The AVC deler bion roiced thin iprve vith porticuvl: ¥ reference to the
huge bt thak Lhe aportheid eoloninl regime has  incurred over the
yearsgyvhieh the ney atotbte misrht be cxpeeled Lo gettle.The professor
told Lhce Aeleeatior Lhat in their eare ther did not teoke over the
debts of t'e Tori veodme ond vere bhevelere not enmpelled to pay them.
The deblts the: A48 4obke pyer pere thore of the former bouvrpcois
repiblic,The TiLL »dthheld the ~21d hielen-in~ to Crechonlovekia till
the eorly 17702 on b pretext thot they hod their eropital in some of
the nationnlized venturen,Czechonlova’z’n won thua compelled to pay



twenty-one.
some of the debts.They nleo nceded to maintnin good relations with

weatern countrien an they are affiliated to some of the western
martet venturces Lhvovrch which they aell sowme of their products,

Tn appropvinte enne the ntote vnm nvenared te pay minimal conpensation
nnd even allow come of the eondifndiats to rorticipnte in joint
ventures +ith Lle sliote [ lle hovever vrrned that that is very risky,and
adviaged thok the 217 ond dike alliecn shonld formulnte their own
policics in this reored in keeping —ith the kmgt intzrests of the
people,re-ord beins bad to the objeetive ond suvbjeetive conditions of
onr aitvrlbion.

hthe FLET LAY .
The AIC delersontion visil~d the Fedoenl Ancewbly ond vere met by Cde.

Margo,a Slova' vhe o the Deputy=Cheirvman of the Federal Acoembly,and
three other menbers oT the tzeeheoslovelr 1T-oLionnd Front and the Federal
Asaembly.

At the Federal Jocemblr n digsenceion cboul the ﬂevﬂlnp:uﬂntﬂﬂi; the
Czechoslove!r conatitutien hitherto wos held.(for this,see noter on
the discussion ith Trofesror on the 2rd. ¥ebrvary)

Vhat has to be emphasined is thnt the CUzechonlovak federation is
based on internationslism,equality,mutunl resrect and the non-existence
of capitalism ~nd expleitntion.All benefil from the common cconomy of
the federation ecquolly,nnd the eitizer~ wove Treely and without let
or hinderance from one oot of the Tederalion to the other.

6th., FEBRUARY:

The ALC delepation vas taken to Vellie "rilery where they were met by
Cde, Veres,the District lender of the Conmumist Tarty,Cde. Liikocovsky,
the Chnirm:n of the Cowrmmint "arty Comaillee in the local co-operative
called the Led Glow,Cde, Imnn,the secrclary of the Dintrict Committee
of the llationrl Tront rnd Ode. lovodny,the Vroduction lanager of the
Red Glow co-aperative.lhec delegation was chovn orownd and then invited

to o digscuazion and lupch,

OTHER TL.OMLE LIMl:

The delegalion met the felloving peoople foo:
(n) the Sceveborvy=fencrel of the VU~ the deitegation paid
a enrtesy el to him ond hnd o short discussion with him
in the rre~cpreec of Cde, Joeo Teololeng of J'CTU3the 5S-G was

fo@ abeut the necd for the M C kn increnoe its renresent-
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tion at the JLO,mnd he undertook to have the issue looked into once
presented formally in conjunction vith S5.\CTUjhe further undertook to
aggist the DICA in vhalever woy possible and clso to send it the VIFTU
reading materinl and other relevant publications.

(b) leadera of the trede union federabion of the Czechosnlo-
vak Soecinlist Uepubliec nlso come to see the AlC delegation
and exnressed aolidoarity with strvosling people of South
Afriea led by the A1C and its nllies.

CCMMUNICATION :

All comunmniention to the GLR comradcs,cspeciclly Cde., Prof. Tezolt,
vho undertdol: to do scome assisnmentn for the DLCA ond the COl-COM,.,is
to be sent to and throvzh the Cenlral Cormittee of the SED,.

The AIC deleysnlion v burned to Lonnka en the 9th. February.

This report prepored by:

TFETUELL K. TIADULIA
10th. February, 1987, ( (
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