MNederdfuite Gereformeends Sencingherh )98
ASTATEMENT Ok APARTHEID
AKD A CONFESSION COF FAITH

Reconcintron aond A parthesd

Fropextisn

The polital and eccletastical erders of South Africa i an order
within which reconcitaindly has been clevated 1o 8 fundamental
socil principle withyr which, in spile of supposed good intentions,
the greed and prejudux of the powerful and 1he privileged sre
entrenched at the cost of those who ame powerlest and without

privikeges.

Rexporesybdi by

Aparithesd 15 3 sysiem withn whach prople are separated frosn
one another and Lepr apars from ane another. .

The possibility that these groups can be brought together and
that peaceful co-cyistence nan repisce tenshon and nnnfﬁﬂ.h#.-

ool u:mllﬂﬂmk.w.tmni:pﬂupfhlﬂm N
that the & possble, must be compeied, by h*ﬁhﬁ,.
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remain scparale from one another, because the bringing of these
groups of peopic together will necessarnily result in conflict and the
mutual threatening of one another.

The use of the phrase “seperate development’ in an attempt to
replace the hated word ‘apartheid” in essence results in no change
to the banc point of departure’ the development of each group
must siill take place apart from that of other groups. because the
development of one group u regarded as a threat (o that of the
other. Semilarly, communal development s regarded as 2 threat o
individual development.

In the hight of this unchanged point of departure, it s not sur-
prising that when we are requesied (o give more attention to the
positrve aspects of apartheid, ths repeatedly breaks down in the
face of reality, which i that the white sectwon of the populatwon
always benefits most from such development.

The chowce of the term ‘irreconcilability’ in the decisson of the
Synod of 1978 was intenizonal. The Synod translates its wilness
mto its own language. that of the Church and theology. frrecon-
ciabdiry always stands in contradiction 10 reconcdiainon . the matn
artery of the Chrstuan Gospel 8 also the main arteny of the
exslence and the proclamation of the Church )

The visible effect of reconciliaton between (-od and man s the
exmstence of the Church as a reconcding communine of peuple. 3
unified community. The message of reconcillation s entrusted o
this Church. The inwvitatron s extended to the workd and 10 all
people who mhabit 11 to reconcile themselves to God and 10 one
another. In Clarist, the Church says, there s new hope, there are ncw
possibilities for the world. Sinfulness and hatred, cnmuty and sepa-
rabon need not be the last word, but rather reconcibabon and

. Christ has made this possible,

Church will always bear witness 1o the fact that no order of
communal bving which fundamentally alToms the rreconcilabalsty
of people and groups of people can be reganded as acceplable. Such
a poin{ of departure binds people 1o their past hstory of enmily
and hate- it invalidates the Gospel.

We do not simply present onc or more Bible texts. It i always
easy 1o use biblical texts to one's own end, even 1o the extent that
it was possible for many years for il 10 be saxd that aparthexd

» Scriptural, and, indeed, on the ground of only two texis: the story
of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9 and Acts 17:26),

No! The touchstone for apartheid is the essential biblical message

of reconciliation. I it fails here, a3 few disparate biblical texts
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cannol save . In fact, the traditional exposition of these texts
thien needs to be fundamentally questioned.

The Decision of the 1978 Synod with regard to Apartheid

In addition to the theological proposition regarding irreconcila-
bility, the Synod went further to say that the system which neces-
sarily results from such a policy must mevitably lead and has led
o an increamng polarizalion beiween people. It does more than
merely keep them apart from one another. It moves them further
apart from one another. [t polarzes and creates conflict. In turn,
this conflict s then used as an ahbi to maintain this separation at
all costs. So everyone 1 drawn into this vicsous circle - whach can
only be broken by changing the pownt of departure

The Demand of Justice and Self cddtern

The decsswon of the Synod goes further to demonstrate that, in
practice, 1l can be shown undemably that ‘within the system one
section of the population, the whites, s privileged, and that as a
result of ths the Gospel demand of justice for all has not been satis
fed’ In a system within which concepts such as the ‘own’ (e1e ) and
the ‘scpgratencss’ (afsonderfike ) receve so much attention, people
are indeed gowng 1o concern themselves essentually with thewr "own'.
The resuit 1s that the powerful and privileged are not willing to
share thewr power and privilege, but rather are tempied to acquure
still more for themselves In conclusion the Synod shows that
through the system ol aparthexd “it s not only the humanity of the
underprivileged sections of the populaton that 1 affected but also
the humanity of everybody involved within thus system’,

Racism is an wdeology of rdesmal domination which includes a be-
iéf m the inherent, cultural and biological mferionty of certain
races and racial groups. It is also a political and an economic system
that determines the unequal treatment of these groups at the Jevel
of law, structures and imstitutions, Racism does not merely con-
cern the attitude of people, ‘it 1 abso structural 1t does not merely
concern the feeling of infenority wn relation to another person or
group, but the system of political, social and economic domination.
In a racist situation certain groups of people are excluded because
of their race from participation in the political decision-making
process, [rom participation i the economic decsion-making
processes, and as a result, they are discrimingted against both
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economically and socally, This exchipon s, however, noi merchy
on the bass of race and colour, it 5 exchusively aimed al the
deminatwdn of the other. Where this racm & regaoentatly -
posed in Chutch and commmunal stroctures it denies the com-
munity of behwvers the possibility of bemng hutman and it denies
the reconciling and the humanazing work of Chrat. '

. In South Afrca apartheid sn the Church and in society Jeans to
a signifrcant extent on the theoipaal and momljustilication of the
tystems. Aparthewd o therefore a pseudo-relypous Weokogy a3 well
as 3 pottscai podicy . It allows wself 1o be valaiated withan the realmas
of both Church amd state, and 1n 3o dosng 11 infuences and struc
rurally controb the entre South Afrcan socxty.

Article 9 of the Apuosthes’ (reed
The specific character of the pm.ni-:u-rrhpuul weology of apart-

henl makea it practically unp-ﬂmbk lor the confesuon | belpeve n
ane, holy, cathehe Crurch, the commumity of the samnts’ [o deter-
mine the struciures of the Church In reabiy, the secular Crospel of
aparthesd structures the way = whch the Church B realized and
the way in whwh Church unily 3 mamfest within the [Dutch Re-
formed Churches 1n South Affwa

Resohutions

Because the secular Gogpel of aparthen] threaiens in the deepest
postable way [he witmesa of reconciiaion m Jesus Chist and the
unity of the Church of Jesus Chrmt v by very essence, The MG
Meon Church o South Africa Jeclares that this constituies a
ftanus confessromir for the Church of Jesus (Chrsl (A sfefuy con-
Jextioniy means that we regand tho matier as a coneern about whych
1 8 impowiblke to differ withoul ot 3fTecting the integnty of our
communal conlesuan i Reformed Churches i

We declare thal aparthen (scparale developmenth s a un, tlut
the moral and theolopcal justification of #1 miakes a mockery of
the Gospel, and that ils Lunmltnt disobedywenor to the Woed of
God i » theolopical heresy,

The decision of Ottawa and the decisions with n.-prd IO racigm
and therefore sparthew] (wparate developmeni) cannotl b e gph-
ded as an Altermative 10 the decpion of the Synod of 976, bul
ralher 2t & CONSCUCnCE.

According 1o the connction of the Synod the NGK belrewes m
the ideology of apartheid, which is in direct coallict with the evan-
pelical message of reconcidisnon and the visibbe unity of the Church.
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reconcilaimn in Chrl, opporiundees for mutusl 4erve snd enrwchment
within the omne vadile people of God
—that true asth m Jesss Chrmt o the ondy condiin for membershop of the
Chiarch,
Therviore we cepect any docire
—which absodutizes erther naturzl daversaty o the anlul separaton of proplke
mt Such & way that Lha a laizateen howders or brogks Lher vasbbe xnad acimve
uniy of the Church, of ewfn leads ta the ctabishmen! of 1 stparaie Charch,
~whuch profemses that thay spintual unity & truly beong muew taved 1 the bood
of peact whidx beluvens of the wme conframn are m o eMect Aeengted {rom
et snolher for the e of dreruty and o desguw of resoncalaten,
-which derses thal & refusal carmeuly 1o puersuc the vmabic uniy a2 s pruz e
il B2 un;
—whach cxplurth of snplicith mamtaing the Jeseorl of any oiher human of
woml factor should be 1 conuderaton m deicrmmesg membershup of the
{hurch.

3 We behewe,

thal God has entruned Iv ha (huerch the wwctage of reconadaie»n o and
through Jesuy Cheoa, that the Churd: v called 10 be the it of The earth and
the bght of the workd, that the Church o called bhesrd becauwe 1L 13 2 pesce-
raicer; thal the Church o wotnens both by word and deed 1o the nes heavwed
and the new eanth ah whch fyghicoumncy ewells, -

Lhat G by hn bfegreang Wood and Soarit b conguertd the pomers of un
and] death. amd therelire abw of rreconaluton amd futred. bitlernen and
enmuky , Lhat God, by bot Itegring Word and Sownt will enubie ha people 12
bre w0 3 new. cbedacncr which can open new posshadines of Ife for sty
and] the world,

—that the :indhint'g of the memage b sereudy affected snd ity benelunyl
work ohdraéled when 3t o prockomed o a land whach professs (o e Chewr
Tan, but v whach 1he enforoed separatn of peophe on 2 ol baws pro-
motes id papetuates abenatson, hatind and ramry
athat any leschang whoh 2iempti (o keptomale ;mch lorced spacaies by
appoal 1o Lhe Gospel, 10d n owt prepared to veature on the road of obsdertcr
znd reconcimton. but ather, outl of prejudace, Fear, selfushesy and unbebef.
denwes o sdvance the rcconiing power of the Gompel, mu be consdered
abeckopy and Tatse doctrne _

Therefore, we nepoct any doctnne whach, m mach 2 stuatson. mactons
the name of the Goapel of wl the will of God the foroed wparalna of peophr
on the gmousds of ax wnd colour and thereby i advance obsiructs wad
weakens the runstry amd ¢aperence of reconcalsaten o Chrst

4. We bebwve:
~that God hay revealed hrmclf 23 the One who wabes to brng about justur
and troe pescr among men, that i 2 world full of nposter xod enmyty be g n
a ipmcull way the God of Lhe deatyuie, Lhe poor sod the wroaged end thal be
calls hey Chaerch 1o lolkow ki so thus, that be binogp ustsce 1o the oppressed
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and grves bread 1o the hungry, that he frees the prisoner and restores mght
to the blind, that he mipports the downtrodden, protects the siranger, helpy
orphans and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly, that for ham pure
and undefiled relgron m 1o vt the orphans and widows m ther ffering.
that he wishes 1o teach hn people 1o do what i good and 1o seck the nght;
that the Church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffening and
meed, which means, among other things, that the Church shal] witness agamst
and strve agamnst any form of mpustice, 30 that “justice may roll down like
waters, and nghteoumness like an ever-flowng siream’,

that the Church as God's pomesson must stand where he stands, namely
agangl inpustice and with the wronged, that in followwng Chrnst the Church
must witnest agams! all the powerful and privileped who selfishh seek thew
own mteresls and thus contrul and harm otheny

Therefore we repect any wdeology which would lepitimate furms of myustacs
and amy docinne whch 8 unwilling to resst much an deviogy m the name of
the Gospel

£ We beleve that, in obedwence Lo .I‘--L:*.I.H- Chrat, ats ondy Head | the Church
w called 1o confen and to do all the, even though authontey and laws forbed
them, and evern though punshment and. sufleting be the Gomnsequence
Jesus e Lovd
To the one and anly God. Father, Son and Holy Sparit, be the honour and the
gory for evef and cver

The Relationship between the NG Massion Church and the NGK in
terms of the Status Confessuonms

1. The Synod resolves that its decision regarding the stafus con-
fessionis be officially handed to the NGK at its General Synod sit-
tungan Eretoria and that nt also be sent 1o the different regional
synods. .

2. The NG Mission Church regrets that its relaticaship with the
NGK 15 senously threatened. The Synod 1s of the opmion that the
road of reconciliation can only be walked if the NGK conlesses its
guilt regarding the moral and theological grounding of apartheid,
and concretely demonstrates her repentance by working out what
the consequences of this confession of guilt mean in both Church
and state. In so doing the NG Mission Church does not deny its
own guilt in the situation and declares itselfl ready to walk in love
and forgiveness with the NGK in seeking to develop and not to
break the relationship with that Church, We ask the NGK 1o work
urgently together with us to make this possibic. The NG Mission
Church's most sincere pryyer is that the NGK will walk this way of
conversion and will not allow the bond between us to be broken.

3. The Synod resolves that the NG Mission Church will with
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pastoral compassion fulfil her role as prophel and pricst toward
the NGK in South Africa. With all the weight and the channels a1
her disposal she will zealously endeavour 1o kead the NGK 1o the
point where this Church will acknowledge her share'and guilt in the
realization and establishment of the pseudo-religious ideology of
spartheid and 3 political policy which has deprived and continues
to deprive people of their humanity, and has resulted and con
tnues 1o resull m numerous acts of sorrow and suffening for
countless people in this country.

4. The synod resolves that the NG Musuon Church should all
on the NGK to hear the words of Il Chromicles 7 13 and 14 The
Lord says: "Whenever | hold back the rain or send locusts 1o eal up
the crops of send an epsdemic on my people, if they pray to me
and repent and turn away from the evil they have been doing. then
| will hear them in heaven, forgve thew sins, and make thew land
prospercus again ' ’

Theréfore in deep compassion and humility we bow before the
Lord with our own guilt and complicity in the unreconciled rela
tionship between bebevers in our family and we confess that we
have withheld this truth from you in many different ways We do
not condemn you, so that we ourschves may not be condemned

We owe you nothing other than love because therein alone 1
the fulfilment of the law. S5ce Romans 14 8, "Be under oblhigation
lo no only obligation you have 15 Lo love one another
Whoever this has obeyed the law.” Also | John 4 7, "Dear

; let us love one another, because love comes from God
loves is a child of God and knows God '

We address you as our sister in this language, because the Gospel
of Jove which you preach to us continues to be our guide and source
of comfort.

Sola Scriptura’



Mederduirach Mervormde Kerk 1982
STATEMENT ON THE WARC DECISION

Al 3 mecting held on 17 Sepiember 1982, 3 commiston of the
General Amembly of the Nederduitach Hervormde Kerk received »
report fromm its represtimtgtives on the meetutg of the WARC which
was bold ik Ottzws from 16-27 Anpnst §9E2. The report dealt both
with the procesdmp and with the specific decisions of tha meet-
img of the World Alliance. [n the lght of the report the comen rpon
ha: respomsdced 10 the mplications of the decsions of the Worlkd Al
hance with regard both to the future postion of the Nederdujtch
Hervormde Kerk s 2 member of the World Allance snd (o the
moteves and tendencres which bed to the decimon.

From the report whch we have received and from the docu-
menti of the meeling 5t our daposal il 15 chear 10 us that the Workd
Adbance has, by and large, departed from ats Reformed basik in
fxvour of a theology whach

| . Has not dealt carmestly with the obyecive reality and exigtence
of tbe Traune CGod tndependent of this workd and sbove lime. :

2. Pobiticazes and soculizes the person and work of Jemas Chriat
mn & based manner - _ _

3. Amaik the suthority of Holy Scripture as the only source
from which one can come 1o kriow God and as the only narm for
faith and Lle, and mperficaby manspulates it by means of awocita-
on and speculatyon 1 order Lo provide grounds for a theology
which has httle 1o do with the God who roveah h:mr:ll m the Holy
Siiptara

A_ Denscs the 10taliny and the radicabity of tn by a nalve exemp-
pon of "thowe who &y gpped pgamss”™ 15 being kex defiled, and 23
bnuted to categones whych are made (o synchronmte sadily ?h the
pobitacal views cul of whuch the theology anses.

5. Neglects the call 1o (zith in Jemus Chrixt as the only Saviour in
{avour of -mmnmlnmhduﬂy wilh a so-called biberabioh strug-

.
Thillliﬂmlhtlhcoh*lpuntnfﬂcﬁMHuflhEWwH
Allimmre . which has come about not suddenty butindeed gradually,
anvd wias abread m the pronouncements of the Nairohi meet-
ingin 1970, hasWlw taken on further concreie form.m the decirion
hyurhkhﬂuﬂnmhuwtmmdﬂdmﬂm
Xerk lo socondchs membership. By this decision the Workd
Allinmos of Reformed Churches wants 16 prescrive 30 W how to
s e B and practios of our Chisrol sl what sur sttitude
oyght o be tewanis socio-poltion] problerms n our lend while, at
B mume ek, nhﬂdihfmmhmphum:puhtwmlw
ﬂ:ﬂmm:ltubequndn:ht

" We rodact this cheiea by the Allisnes . ‘

ITndepﬁuuu{uuruh&:tbnuﬂpdvﬂ:pmumem
Chwrch life in & manner which s constantly tested agrinsd the de-
mands of Holy Scripture, and to strive for the best practical way
in which to M our spostolic calting 10 be the Church of Jemu
Christ giving duc consideration Lo owr experience within the unxue
South African ethaic apuation {rolbere-xituasic]. _

2. To prescyide for ys » political choice wherebhy we bocome &
partocs of those forces which, with ditregurd to the truth, with
sy of theology, and with reckless promotion of revalution, pro-
male the objectivet of godies communist enperiztion. We claim
the priviege a3 & Chitrch of Jesus Christ to make our own choict
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concerrung whal we regard 1o be responsible pohitics within our
mtuation with full responsubility towards God and with a good
conscence in relation to ham.

3 To make a dogmatic pronouncement, with arrogant hypo-
crsy,. concerming the political polwy and cocumstances in South
Afnca in response 1o musrepresentations, mabcous exaggerabon,
and the cakulated suppresson of specilic information

The Nederduntsch Hervormde Kerk continues to mamnitain that
its regulations concerning membership do not constitule a docinne,
but must be scen as a practical regulation concerming the peaceful
furtherance of the (rospel We are further convinced that a pobitscal
pobcy of separate development and equal opportunitics B not n
conflict with Holy Scnipture The wrefutable fact s that this pobcy
has greatiy improved the quahty of hife and brought more freedom
to our pcoples than tin many countres of the Thurd World, not to
mention Marust countnes. Our gquestion to the world sull stands
where s a land with a smular ethnic composation which can serve
as a2 model for our situatron? As long as the World Alliance sings in
the mume chowr as international politics with its questionable mo-
trves, we cannotl treat its judgment senously We do not feel chal-
lenged at the level of conscrence by such a condemnation.

The Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk cannot comply with the re-
quirements set by the World Allance and it, therefore, has no
chowe but 1o withdraw. This Church will continue 1o determine its
course In response 1o an earnest imvesthgation of Holy Scripture and
in consxieration of s expenence gained through the ages, both

with regard to its own imternal policies and also with regard 1o
South Afncan politics. We cannot take an apologetic attitude
toward an ecumenical body that allows itself to be misused in thas
way. Over against such a poubon, and before Almghty God and
the F:r of our Lord Jesus Chnist, we stand continually in deep
for our sans and we endeavour day by day to improve
and change. The Gospel itselfl continues to bring about change and
we wish 1o offer no resstance (o this, but we must offer remsstance
to a false Gospel which offers people little more than political
power as an ultumate destination, and in so domng has already
brought nameless musery (0 milbons of people in the world
We thus hereby inform the Workd Alllance of Reformed (hur
ches and everyone who may be concerned with ths decimon that
we have terminated our membership of the Allance
In making this decison we do not wish 1o indicate that we intend
to live without any ecumenical relationships. We have, however,
repeatedly found that the World Allance of Reformed Churches s
not a uscful instrument for genuine ecumenical contact. Concerning
the future, we are still prepared (o engage o dulogue concerning
our communal task and calling with Chrnstians and fellow bebevers
both 1in our own country and throughout the world. "



Nederduitie Gereformeerde Kerk, 1950
RESOLUTION ON THE WARC DECISION

Die Kerkbisde (27 October 1982) summed up the debate concer-
ning the WARC membénhip of the NGR b§ indicating that the
Synod conssdered three basic responses *To mamntamn membershup
for ecumenical reasons. to ymmeduately terminate membership, not
10 lerminate memberstup at this tume | becasuse this would be to play
nto the hands of those serking 10 sojate the NGK The last-men-
toned option has become the officul poution of the Church after
3 two-thirds majonty could not be obiained in support of the sum-
mary termination of relations which was being asked for * The
resolution which was ultimately adopted reads as follows

The Synod motes with regret the course uf events and the decmsons of the
WARC whch mean that ’

-a one-sded pture of the WOK has been presented to the member churches
m (Mtgwa,

4 '"ﬂll Iud']ﬂﬂi by the WA KL CLNCE rrang the NGK has been executed
0 2 manber and oo grounds shah were act made allowance for m the
comstitation of the WARL (a1 the tome when the NGK became 3 member),
and w the way the membershp of the NGK has been termuinated,

<ertam conditwons are wmposcd on the NGK, whach must be
before it can agam be accepted as a full member » .

these decrmons of the WAR( are undoubtedly taken ({rom a standpoiat
hiberation theology, which according 1o the NGK 1 undoubtedly b o8
cmental respects i conflict with the Bible and Reformed theology-
mﬂnﬂmﬂuunuﬂ,lﬂpﬂﬂ;ﬁ'm
alternalrve but to-resalve as follows: :

that the NGK doet not willingly scoept the tenmmathon of ity memberthyg,
and
_that the NGK . under thest gcurmmitances, for practcal purposes regards -
sell 33 no loager beng 3 full member of the WARC

It was also decxded that this Church would no longer accept s
financual balitscs to the WARC 'and the moderature will

commumcate these decmons oflicially to the WARC

Die Kerkbode seems 10 have captured the mood of the Synod in
quoting the moderator, [ kobus Potgeter, as saying immedaately
priar to the vote that the question amounted to whether they
‘resign now, or a little later’

The Synod also issued the [offowing statement

Racown 13 g un

Because the New Tesament affums the ponciple of dquality 1Report 31 1)
and the actual differentation (Report 134 137 and 23) of all people ind
mations, cach with ity own nght of exstepce (Report 9), a3 well a3 the unity
of the entre human famdy (Report B and 1] ), and because the command.-
ment 10 love one’s nesghbour, whach alsw manifests stself w pustce™(Repornt
139), 15 the ethical porm for ordenng human relatsons (Report 13 8). the
pencral }ym:d repects all racism as unscrptural and as un (cf The Hewdelbery
Catechusm, Sunday 40), because it regardy and treals some nALIONS 35 SUPenor
and others as miernw Synod grves further expresoon o s CONVIKLon
that race-conscaousnes the love of one's own natwon B -not uaful, but
when _pace and /ot nation become absoluted, we are deahing with and
that i saful [‘Repont’ i the NGK publication fluman Relafions the
South African Scene i the Lgght of Scripure |
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Unired Congregational Church of Sourthern Africa, 1952
RESOLUTION ON APARTHEID ‘

Assembly endorses the resolution of ABRECSA taken at the Con-
ference at ifammanskraal from 26-30 October (981, namely, "We
are not against dialogue with the white Dutch Reformed Churches
However, we cannot engage in dialogue with the white Dutch Re-
formed Churches as long as

(2) they continue not only to talk from within the frame-work
of they acceptance of “aparthexd”™, but also 1o give it 3 moral and
theological justification,

(b) they continuc to usc the instruments of power at thewr
disposal to manipulate such discussions 1o suit ther own ends,

{c) they continue 1o refuse to declare “aparthexd™ as sinful and
1o confess thewr comphicity 1n the suffering and oppresuon of our

people



