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THE ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD F BISHOPS OF =
THE SOUTHER: AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISEOPS' COFFEREKCE oo 19

Tois Statement of the Adcinistrative Board Las been oade in response to
many requests toat thcre should be a clear indicaticn of the atiitude

of tha Catholic Churco to toe ElEiEl;c tht;?ul. This attitude is
simple and clear. The C olic Courch 1s taking no gart in toe Festival
of ficially. Consequently, Catrolic instituticns generally are re-
fraining 1rom participation.

To some pesople this decision of Crurce autncrity, =ay socundd ver, nurtful.
It is not & pleasant Zecision to take becauss 1t seems to scow bostility
towvards Soutk Afriea incteai of the love tnat soculd e scown bty toe
Churck towards a naticnal comzunity.

If indeed tne wrole nati.nal commurity were rejolcin. in tris festival
the Cuurch would be happy tc participate by putblicly dezonstirating its
love for all the peoprle of South Africa ani by offering prayers of
thanksgiving, blessing and petition.

But the great rajcrity of people in South Africa see n:z reason for
participation in the festival. In fact, as {ar as the majority s
concerned, to participate in the festival ceans stowing approval of

what takes place in the Fepublic of Soutk Africa in terms of 1ts policies
and laws, and this they could never do.

When the great cajority of the people of South Africa reflect on the policy
and laws of the country here are some of the images that arise i1n their
minds:

1. Millions of people uprooted from their homes and transferred to other
places where they are often crowded togetbur without land, without
food, often without water, witnout work, without the community lile
that once surrounded and supported them, witnout the sort of home 1n
which children can be brought up i1n obedience ani respect.

¢. The terrifying anxiety about finding a job somewners, somebow, usually
tar irom home, wiie, coildren, parents. Tcose whe find jobes are the
lucky ones even though for great numbers 1t often means living in &
bost 1 with thousanis ol otuer =4O OrL MoleRy-eccokImg Tor oneselfl after
a hard day's work, selddE sseing onas . wife or pusbénd mnd ctildren,
struggling desperately tb gpnd a~faw.Dand -noke Irom an inadequate
wage, succurbing to the femptations eof .m¥x, irin: and gacbling,
getting involved in figcligg, knguERrand’ ¥i5Tent death,

3. Tue appalling oisery of 12 al areas woere motners and ctbildren
and old psople and, often snough, unecployed young pecple, Btruggle
to survive on unproductive land witc the belp of the little sums of
money sent by breadwinners from their distant places of work, where
drought means utter destitution and staration.

4. Life in crowded urban townenips with scarcely room to move betwesan
box-like bouses where large families are compressed intc two or three
rooms, where electricity is often lackin. and the air ies filled with
smoke and the pottoled stireets with rubrle, where men and women
workers laave home often before sunrise and return after dark and
cbildren out of sckbool grow up on the streets, where violence and
sudden death are all too comoon.
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5. The constant bumiliation of bheing discriminsted agajret in the matter
' of frwedce and busan rights, in fact, cf being deprived sntiTely of -
certain rights 1ike the right of sbomring in the political life of the
oouniry - a discrimination spphasised bty apacisl townatips often far
reaggved from clty centre, inconvecient in regard to tranpgsort ang
sadly lacking in the amenities congidersd essential in privileged areas.

Suct images and pany mors like thea, including the i1zagzes of arrest,
detantion snd banning, crowd 1nto the sinds of the zajority of Soutk
Africans whan they think of toe Hepublic. No wonder they nave notoing
%o dalakrats.

The Reputlic cannot ba bhlamad jer-atrThe &vils that affect the pacple, but
its policiam mnd laws and lack of concern arve respomelble for a lot of that
evil, injustice i not sxclusivs to South Africa. It im common in all
busan scciaties. But injustice in South Airlos sas ites own spocial nature
abnd intenaity and it ix our EUHL.TH and qg;_:.spnnnihtittr -
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If wa are to have n peaceful ruturi v nasd much prayer and the work for
Justics that praoysr should ineprrs. ¥ay the Hepublic Feptival ba mn
gceagion for us t¢ realise thie in & dsapar, fullar and core practical
wAY, lospired by our love for God and for mll the pacple of the besutiful
and ricoly sndowed coufitry that ha has given us.
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