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THE AIHINISTRATIVE BOARD CF BISHOPS OF r < , , r . , a j 
THE SOUTHERN AFRICA): CATHOLIC BISEOPS' COf'FEHEKCE t ; f f 

Tms Stateoent of tbe Administrat ive Board Las been aade in response t o 
many requests tnat tn*re ebould be a c l e a r ind ica t ion of the a t t i t u d e 
of tbe Catholic Cburcn to tne recubl lc F e s t i v a l . This a t t i t u d e i s 
simple and c l ea r . Tbe Catholic unurcn i s tak ing no par t in tne Fes t i va l 
o f f i c i a l l y . Consequently, Catholic i n s t i t u t i o n s genera l ly are re* 
f ra ln ing irom p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

To eooe people tb ia decision of Cfiureu au thor i ty say sound very h u r t f u l . 
I t i s not a pleaaant decision t o take because i t seems to SLOW h o s t i l i t y 
towards South Africa inctead of the love t^a t anouli be scown by toe 
Cburch towards a nat ional cosr.ur.ity* 

If indeed tne wnole na t ional coosunity were re jo ic in . , in t n i s f e s t i v a l 
tne Cuurcb would be happy t o p a r t i c i p a t e by pub l ic ly demonstrating i t s 
love for a l l the people of South Africa and by of fer ing prayers of 
tbankegivmg, b less ing and p e t i t i o n . 

But the great r a j c n t y of people in South Alr ica see n : reaaon for 
pa r t i c ipa t ion in the f e s t i v a l . In f a c t , as f a r &s the majori ty i s 
concerned, to p a r t i c i p a t e in tne f e s t i v a l Deans slowing approval of 
what takes place m tbe Republic of Soutb Alr ica in te rae of i t s po l i c i e s 
and laws, and th i s t h e / could never do. 

When the great c a j o n t y of the people of South Africa r e f l e c t on the pol icy 
and lavs of the country here are SODS ol tne usages tna t a r i s e in t h e i r 
s indei 

1* Millions of people uprooted f ros t h e i r hoaee and t r ans fe r r ed to other 
places where they are often crowded to : ;*tn.r without land, without 
food, often without water , witnout work, witnout the community l i t e 
tha t once surrounded and supportsd t n e - , witnout the j o r t of hoae in 
which chi ldren can be brought up in obedience and respec t , 

t. The t e r r i f y i n g anxiety about f inding a job soaewnere, sooenow, usual ly 
far i ros hose, w i l e , c n i l d r e n , pa ren t s . Tnoee who f ind jobs are the 
lucky ones even though for groa t numbers i t often means l i v i n g in a 
boat 1 with thousands ol Ottogr mm nr HO—»i »»*»*r-mft fo r oneself a l t e r 
a hard day ' s work, seldctit aeeing .ones |Wtf* or nusbtod and chi ldren* 
s t ruggl ing deeperately to sand ^ ^ n . M n i to te I ron an inadequate 
wage, succuctint to the temptat ion* ef s*xf i r i n f and gambling, 
ge t t ing involved in f i g n i i i ^ m ; B / | . - M l W 6 ^ i n t d e a a , 

3* Tne appal l ing Disery of l i f e 111 fUral areas vnere DO the r e and cni ldren 
and old people and, often enough, unemployed young people , s t ruggle 
to survive on unproductive land witn tne help of the l i t t l e eume of 
money sent by breadwinners f ros t b e i r d i s t a n t p laces of work, where 
drought neans u t t e r d e s t i t u t i o n and s t a r v a t i o n . 

4* Life in crowded urban townships with scarce ly roos to aove between 
box-like bouses where la rge fami l ies are compressed in to two or three 
rooms, where e l e c t r i c i t y i e often l a c k i n c and the a i r i s f i l l e d with 
SDoke and the potnoled s t r e e t s with rubMe, where men and women 
vorkere leave hone o l ten before sunr ise and r e tu rn a f t e r dark and 
chi ldren out of ecbool grow up on the s t r e e t s , where v iolence and 
sudden death are a l l too common* 
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% Tba constant humil iat ion of b e i n g dlscriBin&tad against In tha matter 
of fraedoa and human r i g n t s , In f a c t , of bsing deprived e n t i r e l y of 
certain r i g h t s l ika tba r i g h t of anaring in tha p o l i t i c a l U f a of tha 
country - a d i e c r i a i n a t i o n emphasised by apacial tovnecips oftan far 
removed froa c i t y centre , inconvenient in regard to transport and 
aadly lacking in tha a a s n i t i a e considerad aaaant la l in p r i v i l e g e d areas. 

Such iaagae and many core l i k e thee , inc luding tha imagaa of a r r e s t , 
detent ion and banning, crowd i n t o tne Kinds of toe a a j o n t y of South 
Africans vnen they think of tne Republic. No wonder they nave notning 
t o c e l e b r a t e . 

Tha Republic cannot be blaaed ; « r - a l t ' T t a VvH'a that af faot tha people, but 
i t a p o l l c i a a and laws and lack of concern ara respons ib le for a l o t of that 
e v i l , i n j u s t i c e la not e x c l u s i v e to South Afr ica . I t i s cocaon in a l l 
huisan s o c i e t i e s . But i n j u s t i c e in SoutJL A^r^oa U 9 i t s own s p e c i a l nature 
and i n t e n s i t y and i t ia our concern and n îr ranpi tml i i 1 t *"?• 

I f ve ara t o have a peaceful future we naad such prayer and tha work for 
j u s t i o a that prayer should i n s p i r e . May the Republic J e e t i v a l be an 
occaaion for ua to r e a l i s e th ia in a deepar, f u l l e r and cora p r a c t i c a l 
wayt inapirad by our love for Ood and for a l l tha paopla of tne baaut i fu l 
and r i c h l y endowed country that ha haa given ua* 
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