OAU STRATEGY FOR LIBERATION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

DOCUMENT PRESENTED BY THE AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONORESS (SCUTH AFRICA)

THE NEW SITUATION 1IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND
THE POSITION OF THE OPPRE3SED MAJORITY

IN A APARTHRIT SOUTH AFRICA.

The OAU has without reservation given its support at all times
gince ite incebtion in 1963 to the struzgle against white
supremacy and the minority racist and colonial rules in
Southern Africa. The re;;actinn of the minority regimes, the
determination to assist the Black majority to achieve the

rights of nationhood and sovereignty hawve been a cornerstone

of unity in Africa. This is one issue on which all states on
the continent have been able to agree regardless of the

many divisive factors that have emerged from time to time in
different regions. The African National Congress (South Africa),
recognises in 'l:-hisluna:nimi-h:,r a deep understanding of the
position of our people, and of all Atricans in the sub=continent
who have suffered the oonsequences of a vicious colonial system
based on national oppression, race di 'mgﬁngﬁun and exploitation.
The CAU has earned the respect and ¥ '-:{ of progressive
mankind in all parts of the world because of its consistent
gtand against the white minority regimes, and its support to the
limit of its capacity for the liberation struggle in the
sub=continent, We have every confidence that that support will
continue to be given until the whole continent has been purged
of the vicious social system which finds its extreme expression

in what has come to be known as Apartheid, a system which not
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only practises race discrimination but ellevates it to the
height of a moral order. Should this partioularly offensive

and oppressive form of colonial rule be allowed to continue,

it will distil a poison and spread it through the whole of the
sub—continent and eventually other repions whicli are vulnerable
to the virus of neo—cclonialism, racism, fascism and imperialism,

I+ is hardly necessary to remind members of the OAU of their
passed resolutions denouncing apartheid and pledging their
supnort for our armed struczgle. levertheless, for the record
and to give confidence to ourselves and our people we wish
to recall resoclutions adopted by the 0AU on these matters
like the one passed in Mauritius affirming the support of the
OAU to our struggle in all forms including armed struggle’,
for the seizure of power by the people and the mecent one
passed by the 34th Session of the Council of Ministers,

We of the African lational Congress (South Africa) have always
regarded theze resolutions as a solemn covenant, a germine and
birding commitment by our brothers and sisters in Africa to
reinforce our struggle by moral and material means, This does
not mean that we look elsewhere for deliverance, or expect
other people to perform our historic mission of bringing
about a social revolution that will demolish the entire
structure of colonial rule, national oppression, racism and
exploitation all of which constitute the system of Apartheid,
This is au§hW&HEian and we shall carry it out regardless of the
a‘na-bacﬁ the sacrifices that must be made,

At the same time, and because of the significance of our
struggle to Africa and indeed to all progressive mﬁhkind, We':
look with confidence to African states of the CAU for affirmoation
of belief in the justice of our cause, e recognise however that
it is necessary for us to specify the grounds upon which we call
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for such affirmation in the light of the changed situation that
has arisen since the liberation of Zimbabwe.

It will be kmown to the members of the QAU that we the people
of South Africa have never aoquiesced in white man rule, have
never accepted the rape of our land, the seizure of our mineral
wealth, the extraction of vast fortunes from the soil of our
land for the benefit of foreign investors, bankers,
industrialists, and all those others who benefit from the
ravages of imperialism in our country, We the people of South
Africa, fought relentlessly and without cessation against the
foreign invaders who by the use of violence E:ﬁ.ﬁuperiar
armaments expropriated ocur land until eventually we were left
with little more than one-seventh of the total territory. It is
a certifiable historio fact that our people in the Cape took
the first shock of resistanoce to the invaders, fought no fewer
than ten distinct wars in defence of their territory betwecn
1779 and 1877. It is similarly noteworthy of mention that the
last war fought by our people against the white oppressors took
place in Matal in 1906 when our people under the generalship

of Bambata rose in armed struggle in defence of our land and peoplce

2. Qur Struggle.

The formation of the African National Congress (South Africa) took
place shortly afterwards in 1912, under the p&nasuru of contimued
dispossession and denial of our legitimate claims to participate
in a decision - making process under a demooratioc form of
governments The British made constitution which ushered in the
Union of South Africa in 1910, denied franchise rights to the
Black majority of three provinces while retaining in the fourth,
the province of the Cape, voting rights that have been granted to
all porsons irrﬂspeutfvﬂ of race in as far back aﬁ 1883, In
response to this monstprous piece of discrimination which doomed
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our voteless people to perpetual slavery, the fathers of the
African nation met in solemn conclave to devise ways and means

of uniting the people of South Africa in defence of the interests
and for the achievement of their national objective of equal
participation without colour bars.

This was a key note of our struggle for the next half century,
throughout this period the leaders and people protested,
agitated, demonstrated, resorted on occasion to strike and
civil disobedience for the prineiple of equality be ore the law,
for fundamental human rights, for the abolition of colour barg
and national oppression.

Britain by the Act of Union had divested itself of politiocal
responsibility for our country and for the voteless Black
majority. Colonial power was transferred to the white minority
under the constitution that enabled it to perpetunte its
supremacy at the expense of our people. Although the South
African state was made sovereign in terms of intornational law,
it retained all tho characteristics of a colonial power vis-a-vis
the Black majority. Let us not bc mystified by legal jargon and
comstitutional technicalities, We assert that the white minority
oooupics the position of a colonial power in relation to our
people, and therefore our struggle is in essence a struggle for
national liberation. We shall now procced to demonstrate the
factual basis of our analysis.

3« Against Coloninl Domination.

A universal characteristio of colonialism is a discrimination
exercized by the uvhite sottlers against the indigenous population,
an institutionalimed system of inequality that denies them access
to education, skills, employment, social welfare, health services
and - equal terms with the colonial masters,
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The cornerstone of this edifice of inequality before the law

and in substance is a deprivation of political rights suffered |
by the indigenous people. All power is concentrated in the hands
of the settler commumnity acting in conjunction with the imperial
power, Apartheid and Racism in South Africa are products of the
oolonial conquest of our country and people, used bv the enemy

as a rationale for the perpetuation of the colonial status of
the Black majority, and can therefore be eliminated by force of

alms .

Was it not against this colonial system that African peoples
revolted? What is meant by national liberation dther than the
rejection by the colonised people against the inequalities and
injustices forced on them by foreign rule in the form of coloniali
And is it not against such a system of oppression that we the
people of South Africa are engaged in mortal combat?

We therefore claim with reason that our struggle against racism
and white autocracy is in substance identical with the liberation
movement fought throughout the continent during the past fifty
years, There ig a difference,; our brothers and-sisters in Africa
fought against an external enemy, the imperial states of France,
Belgium, Britain, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Our cnemy has always
consisted of the oombiried forcés®of British imperialism and
internal colonialism, That situation, that combination of forces
remained unchanged when Britain, the imperial state relingquished
its direot control of South Africa in the same way as it had dome
for Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

We repeat that lega. aml comstitutional forms did not change

the situation when Britain delegated the responsibility for
government ¥0:- the white minority, it retained the substance of
power in the form of ownership of the mines, factories, commerce’
and much of the land, Even a superficial examination of the '
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social structure rwea.f the extra—ordimary stranglehold that.
Western countries, the U.S+ and Japan maintain over our ecohomy.
This economic dependence is not unique, it exists in many other
politically sovereisn states. In our case however  that state of
dependence has a vital significance for our struggle because the
white minority draws on the, imperial states for support in Yerms
of investments; trade,: technical skills and armaments. For thesé
reasons, we claim full justification for the contention that
white South Africa exhibits all the trappings of a ocolonial

power in relation to our people.

4+ For Self-determination.

The Africar Tational Gnngress in 19‘12 csa.lled. on our people .

unfté “in defence of their 1nterent and for the realization of

their legitimate rights. Then as now, we ‘were’ dividgﬂ into chiefdoms

by language and custom and the maintenance of traditional forms

of polity. This demand for unity was for more than a sentimental

ory, or an imitation of similar ﬂppcula made elscwhere to menbers

of & divided nation., The objective cumdltlﬂnﬂ that fallawed the
wars of mrmmat, axprupﬂatmn of la.nd, and dispossession of our

people were such as to maka unitv an imperativo,. '

Nothing mould demonstrate this need for unity more than the acts:
of the first all white Union Parliament, In 1910 it adopted a
defence Aot which excluded blacks from national servicés In 1911
it introduced a Mative Labour Heguiatidm‘ﬂ&t'ﬁhich impnsed'é'ﬁass
system, compulsory registration of workers and crimiﬁalhﬁéﬁalﬁies
for breach of contract on the African Working population. In 1912
it cnacted the Mines and Hnrl:é Act gnc'icr whiulékxie*néldz}t?i.mm
introduced colour bars excluding Africans from = . works in a
wider range of industrial ﬁccup&tlﬂn. In 1913 it passed the Hﬁtiva
Land Act which segregoted the Africin population in rescrve arcas
comprising only ™3 of the céuntry's surface arca, The legal and
constitutional framework of South iffiﬁan industrial revolution
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was impregnated with race laws and colour bars, such'as existed
and could only exist under colonial capitalism,

Qur leadérs, the founders of the African National Congress
included members of the learned professions, peasants, workers:
and chiefs of high standing. One and all recognised that separate.
isolated acts of resistance by individual communities would fail
to stop the advance of racial jaggernought. Their only hope.nf.
survival, the only prospect of obtaining their just demand, was -
to unite into one nation,

In this respeot, we differed in no way from the rest of the.
continent, Colonialisni was a rapacious. system which denied -
basio l:umnsg: rights, trampled, rough-shod over nationalities,

drgw boundry-lines arbitrarily and without regard to the identity
of language, groups and ethnic communities, Nevertheless,; -and
with few exceptions, the natiohal movement that proliferated’
during the course of the century accepted the colonial
boundaries as given and obtained independence for the states
artificially carved out by the. imperialists. Nowhere in Africa
have independent countries agreed to fraogmentation into separate
ethnic states, Any attempt to secede by eivil war has been resisted
with the full force of ghe majority. Africa rightly rejects the
principle of seccession when it is applied or when ethnio- -
commnities within a state demand it as a right for themselves,

In our case however partitioning has been imposed upon us from
above by the white autocracy. We have not. 1bla-n:|1 consulted, no
referundum was organized to tost our opinion, Arbitrarily and in
its interest the white autooracy has proceeded to diarr;umbar the
common society, to establish tribal states, the so—called homeland
or as it is contemptiously called }:-;r.r.gur peorla, . the Bantustans,
This system of tribal nationalities which the rest of Afrioa has
re jected has been imposed on us by .f:m:e with the consequence that
we, the original owners of the land and the sole ocoupants have
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been turned into foreigners by legislative decree, And we enter
the so—called White South Africa comprising 87% of the totals
When we enter these developed regions in search of employment

we are required by law to take out passports, residential permits
because in terms of ‘the White man'd law we are foreigners in the
land of our forefathers.,

We demand, and have demanded since 1912. the right to determine
the form of our nationhood. This is why the African Mational
Congress was formed and this is what it has struggled to achieve
throughout its existence, But the white autocracy, a racist
minority, denies the right of selfJdetermination even to the
extent of prohibiting our organization and all other forces that -
reject partitiohing into Bantustaris and demand the right to form
one natione Is this nol naticnal oppression? There is no differénce
between the White man's ban on us and the action taken againsgt
national movementse. in other garts: of Africa during the struggle
for independence, With these reasons we maintain that we are
victima of national oppression in the same way as the peoples of
Africa who rose in revolt against foreign domination and colonial
rule.

6o The indopendence of Zimbabwe.

Our czse for recognition as an authentioc national liherafinn
movement has stood the test of time, As stated in the opening
p&mgraph, 'I.'-hﬂ DﬁU, the UN and progressive forums throughout the
world have never chu,lltmgad. nur contention that we are Tighting

a geruine var for national self—dﬂtermimtiun against an autooracy
which exerciszes tho powers and imposes tha uppresslnn nharantﬂrlsﬁla
of any colonial system, lle welcomed and supported as best as wo
could the demand of Africa for frecdom from imperialiat domination
and colonial rule, Tt whs and romains our conviction that our case
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will be atraﬁgthénad'hy'tha liberation of other parts of Africa,
Therefore we weloomed and drew comfort from the spread of the
tide of liberation that spread across Africa from the West to
the East and from the north to the south, And when that tide was
brought to a halt along the Zambezi we supported physically and
morally to the limits of our capacity the struggle for the
emancipation of the colonised people in the sub—continent. When
Mozambique and Angola were liberated we rejoiced and our pecple
reaoted positively as in the case of the black consoiousness
movement and the Soweto uprising. The defeat of the Portuguese
colonialism brought added confidence to our people, raised the
level of political consciousness and accelerated the maturine

of the reveolutionary situation in our country.

The authencity of the liberation struggle was not called in
question when the people of Mozambique and Angola liberated
themselves. On the contrary our allies recognised that these
historioc feats of liberation had deprived our enemy of the
protection afforded by the buffer states along the borders, and
opened new fronts for our onslaught on the bastions of white

SUPTremacy .

The liberation of Zimbabwe has brought about a situation where
another buffer state has fallen to the triumphant advance of

the Africa cause for freedom from foreign rule and white
domination, The defeat of the rebel regime and its western allies
in Zimbabwe is a glorious victory for the people and also to the
whole of Africa. We are confident that the success of the
patriotic forces brings us closer to our objective of marshalling
the resocurces of Africa and the international community for the
final assault pn the last bastion of colonialism and imperialism
on our continont — the South African Apartheid regime,.
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Te Illegitimate transfer of power to the racist minority.

We have already pointed out that our struggle against white
domination and ‘colonial invasion goes back to the early days

of white settlement and contimed in different regions and under
varying circumstances, throughout the succeeding 330 years,

Our enemies were both British imper'ia.li.sm and Afrikaaner.
Nationalism, -

After the defeat of the Boer Republic in the war of
1899-1902, Britain transferred political power to the white
minority in defiance of the pre~war protests of our people,

To illustrate, we cite some of the outstanding features of this
protest such as the petition organised in October 1943 by the
Transvaal MNative Union asking for a common voters' roll

throughout South Africa. In February 1909, another Congress was
held in Orange River Colony, &nd in March similar gathering took
place in the Cape, lMatal and Trangvaal. The only issue was ths
draft South African Act. The 1910 constitution confined the

Black vote to the Cape, prohibited Blacks from sitting in
Farliament and based the mumber of parliamentary seats on the
white adult male population to the exclusion of the Black
majority. Every Congress passed resolutions condemning the

oolour bar clauses and demanding the extension of the franchise
to Africans, Coloureds and Asians in the north. From these regions
oame 60 elected delegates who met in 4 South African Mative
Convention in March 1909, It too rejected the colour bar clauses
and resolved ";11 persong within the unioh shall be entitled to
full and egqual rights and privileges subjett only to the comditior »
and limitations established by law and applicable alike to all
oitizens without dietinotion. of class, colour or creed”.
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Recognising that the racist minority would ignore our.people's
legitimate olaims. the Native Comvention sent a deputation to
London to lobby the British Parliament for an amendment of the
iraft Constitution in favour of a non-racial franchise
irrespective of race, colour or creed., The delegation put a
responsibilaty for the entienchment of white hegemony on the
British Parliament 'thya' author and source of the legislation,

This and other forms of pressure failed. Britain was then
oommitted to unifying the Afriksaners and Erglish whites in a
solid fromt as a price of appeasement for the violence used
against the Afriksaners in the Anglo-Boer war and as a means o1
reinforaing 'I:.he imparmlia'l:. interests, Parliament th-:arefnrva
passed the urart act with its nﬂlﬂur bar clauses intact, The only
achiyements of the delegation was the exclusion from the Union
of the High Commission territories of Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland, Out of this agitation and because of this failure
emerged in 1912 the African Natiomal Congress dedicated to the
struggle for the removal of colour bars and the oreation of a
non=racial society open to all South Africans,

Considered in this historical context, and with due regard to
substantive issuce we have no hesitation in contending that the
South African Aot .of Union was essentially of the same order
as the UDI by rebel Rhodesia in 1965, The power that the rebel
Tan Smith seized illegally in 1965 was conferred by a British
Act of Parliament in 1910. In both cases a racist minority
aoquired absolute power over a black majority. Let us not be
taken in by legal subterfuges or the outward loock of things.
The substance of our case 18 that Britain bj force depraiveu us uf

our logitimete rights in 1910, If thore had beon at that bime in
existence the Organisation of African Unity or the United I'h"t:l.ﬂnﬂ,
it would have mﬂﬂub'hadl:r nntﬂanmad the violence perpatmtad
against us by Britain in the same 'herrma as it nundam:md. the vieclent
perpetrated by the Rhnﬂ.aaia.n ‘rebels against the Afriaan paupla in
1965,
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8. Forms of struggle. .

The new situation brought about by the unification on 1910
demanded of &Lr people new forms of struggle. For more than

250 years our forefathers had taken up arms against the white
invaders, but had done so in separate anrmunfbérﬂ -nrganiseﬂ._ by
individual chiefdoms or ooalitions of chiefdoms, It was not
possible dﬁring this whole period to achieve maximum unity

based on the growth of national consciousness which would emhraua
all ethniec ﬂummunitlaﬂ, all tribes and nlamﬂ‘ As part of tha,
development of a national cnnsnlnuﬂnﬂss, the African Hatiunal
Congress provided the subjective factor, utilizing common
experience and li?ing cﬂhﬂi}}ﬂﬂp of common oppression and _
identity of suffering to combat narrow tribalism and incaloatale
in all seotions of our people the concept of a Ei'.ngl_a' nation born
to be freec and fighting for mmipatil:-n and in i‘tE fnrm&t:.w
year it ras::r'l:acl to Aamatidntional maa.net such as ﬂ.apu*ba.tmnﬂ,
petitions, demnmtmtiam. industrial a_n't:.urm, antm—pass
campaigns a.n::‘l. protests of all kinds,

The conditions for armed a‘truggla c:la.ma' into veing ror three
primary reasonsi

(1) The ceming to power in 1948 of the Afrikmaner
National Party, the creator of Apartheid and the -
most vicious exponent of a tyrannical racial
order,

(ii) The shift in the balance of forces in Africa
resulting from the defeat of imperialism and
“the abandonment of colonial rule after World
War II marked among other things by the
formation of the OAU, which gave a umversal
shape and id.aulu.g:r.r to the strivings of hfrican
peoples fﬂr Ealfhdﬂfqrminatinn, the right to
secede from imperial constellations, and the
achievement of sovereign powers of govermment,
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(iii) The changr in the balance of world £ orees ,
resulting from the defeat of racism and
fascism in Hitler Germany, all of which
were deeply entrenched in our own countryy
Without the ungqualified and generous support
of Africa, the nom-aligned and socialist
cnuni::r:i.eﬁl, we together with other liberation
movements would not have been able to obtain
the military training and receive armaments
required for an armed struggle.,

These were the mﬂérlying structural reasons for the deciszion
to take up arms. But the immediate ocoasion was the ban imposed
upon our organisation. That prohibition closed the door %o all
possibilities of political action within the structure, If we
as a nation H@ﬁere to survive, we had no option but to take
up arms against the enemy.

9+ South Africa's Total Strategy.

The Apartheid regime's white paper on Defence for 1977 was
prepared when Botha, the present Prime Minister was the Minister
of Defence and therefore #irectly responsible for its poliey. The
White Paper. declared that "South Africa was today involved in a
war, whether we wish to accept it or not". The liberation of
Hozambique and Angola, SWAPO's armed struggle in Namibia, the-
Soweto uprisings and the unfolding of tho armed struggle by

the military wing of the African Mational Congress (South
Africa) ~ all these constituted a mounting threat to the

Republiec of South Africa., "It was a situation that demanded the
adoption of "Total Mational Strategy" in all fields — military,
psychological, technological, diplomatic, ideological and
cultural, A primary objective is to prevent through Western
diplomatic action, the build-up of Harxist influence in

neighbouring states, The defence forece would be maintained in a
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atate of alceriness for the inmediate support €f police action
within the country and in neighbouring states, -

The Pretoria rogime's concoeption of teotal stratesy involves .
an enormous increase in the expenditure of the armed forces,
the defence budget, which. increascd fourfold.betwecen 1961-65,
trebled in 1974=75 and scared to R1TCO million in 197778, In
1979-80 nearly R2000 million went to the army. This inercased
army spending is Dﬁn symptom of the country's militarization,
It was no aceident that Piet "Weapons"™ Botha, thce former Minister
of Defence became Primoe Minister, Some of the most significant
political statements ceme from Magms Malan, the Army
Commander in Chief. The military is extending its grip on the
country by placing army men in teaching posts in gchools ond
colleges throughout rural areas and in Sowcto. The top of the -
military structure is the State Security Council which includes
politicians, militery and police chicfs,.

No section of the population is sparcd, Bantustan iribval chiefs
are incorporated into the army territorial command. The ﬂneﬁﬁllﬁd.
"military aid" is being forﬂgd on the Bantustans, The Cape core of
Colourcds units have been cxpanded as part of the permancnt forces
Indians are being draftod in the South African Indian Corps,
Ovambe and Kovango battalions have been launched in Mamibia,
African soldiers constitute more than 20 of the infantry
services in the ﬁpcmtinm.l arcas, both as conbat units and in
non-combat roles, but can rise no highd: than the rank of

sorgeant — major, Even the Khoisan, deseribed. in official army
publications as "primitive Bushmen' are called upon to use their.
"one great skill" as trackers in. the anrwi E‘;:rip and along the
border Hﬁ:'l.th .ﬁ.ngala.. |
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Members of the civilian force and commandoes are beiny used

in combat operations for three months, a time beyon. their
compulsory periocd of service which is two years, The permanent
force is being expanded, They mumber nearly one=~third of the
total force. It will increase its codes of Coloureds and Indians
units and step up the reoruiting of Africans, The regime
contends that Eaumh Africa is in a state of undﬂelared war and by
amendments in 19TT of the Dﬁfanﬂe Aut 1t extended itﬂ war tlmﬂ
powersg to cover exlstlng cﬂndltlﬂMB defined as “uparatluna in
defence of the republioc”, The leg1ﬂlat1cn 1ncreased the perlud
of ﬁnmpulﬂury Hatinnal Eervlce frnm 12 mgnthﬂ to 24 months,
authorised the Prime Minister 4o declare a Htata of emersency
arising out of the guerilla war,

Inspite of the UN Security Council arms embargo South Africa
contimues to import sophisticated weaponry from Britain, France,
U.Sehay West Germany, Israel and ﬁthgr Western countries and is
able %o produce an atomic bomb. It has a pilot miclear plant of
advanced taphﬁﬂlﬂgical design, because of technical aid, machines
and material supplied by France, FeR.G. and the U.S.he

As Hiﬂeﬂpﬁﬂ&dihannings and detentions grow, the United MNations
Seocurity Council adopted a resclution in October 1977 imposing

an embargo on armﬂ.aalcs to Pretoria. The Hhstérn"bn#ars vetood
another resolution placing embargo on nmiclear and the supply of
civilian goods of Pﬂtgﬁ%ial military use to South Afriﬂq. In
December, the General ﬂﬂﬂemﬁii;pﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ 14 reaﬁlutiﬂnﬁ condemning
Apartheid ﬁnd calling for sweeping military éni economic sanctions,
Nevertheless South Africa has in recent months exploded a nuclear
dovicee.

In torms of the United FNations resoluticns and by general
concensus of the progressive world, white Ecuﬁh Africa stands
condemned of being an illegitimate minﬂritﬁ:raqiat regime whose
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armed forces have grown into a monstrous octopus spreading its
tentacles over the whole of Southern Africa sceldng the
economies to feed itsqlf; mobilizing white youth, and now even
blacks to risk their lives in tﬁm defenﬂe of white privilege
and domination,. |

The political mask of Apartheiﬂ Sﬁuth ﬁf;ican tntalZstrategy
purports to be aimed at winning "hearts and miydﬂ of the
people", inniuding the Blacks who as we have secn are already
an important part of the %h“tg armed and coercive apparatus._
Having robbed ﬁfrlcanﬂ of - ‘& natural birthright, the rlght

to natiomal $elf—dﬂtarminat1ﬂn and citizenship 1“chﬂlr oW
ancestral land the regime now seeks to recruit them to fight

in protection of White man's lifc and properiy. Since African
Ehilﬂnallam, the cﬂncﬁptiﬂn of nne, single, all embracing nation
is dzam&tr1ca113 opposed to the Enntur1a schemes of perpetual
subordination of Blacks, an attempt kas becn made to substitute
tribal pationalism. Africans must not be ﬂl-:md to think of
themselves as Africans, or as Blacks, They arn given an identity
of ethnic cummunltieﬂ,.lhaﬂas, T?whnau, Eulus Vhendas , Ehangaans
Swagis, Pedis, Sothos, or Colourcds and Indians. This device is
incorporated in the “HﬁH_Tbtul Strategy"y under the projected
three~tier poarliament — Whites, Colourcds and Irdians — which
applies the familiar divide and rule system, The aim is to split
the Coloured and Indian peoples from the Africanse. This is the
essence of Botha's proposal to call the multi-racial Cormvention
which is a vnriatiun of o scﬁﬁﬁa pﬁt up by his predecessor Vorster
in 1977. .

In the latest version of this proposal, P.W. Botha said on March
9th. 1980, that the conference would include representatives of all
races, Unlike the carlier proposal, the regime now intend fn
include Africans in any multi-racial ﬂanvuntipn ealled to discuss
their pesition amd that of a country as o whole, The reason for |
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this decision according to Dotha is the victory of President
Mugabe's ZAMU(P.F.) in the recent elections and its effects on

South Africa.

Botha has not changed his stubborn and unqualified rejection of
democratic solutiens, On the contrary, he undertock on March 9th
to maintain ‘Thite demination. His party he said would "defend
the White man's political rights, culture and his right to
self-determination”, One of Botha's predecessors, Hans Strydom
called such a policy, the "poliecy of baaskap”,

This being so, what purpose ocould be solved by calling the
Bantustan chiefs and other so—called spokesmen of the Black
oppressed majority? The fascist regime in this and all other
matters is intercsted only to saleguard the interests of its
constituents who are first and foremost the Afrikaans speaking
Whites and secondly the White minority as a wholes The purpose
of the proposed conference is to imvelve the Black people in the
total strategy for the defence of White minority interests,

We the mation of the oppressed, the exploited scurce of profit
acowmilation, the victims of discrimination in ghettoes, labour
compounds, slums are being called upon to defend the oppressor,
We are being called upon to put our stamp of approval on the
policy kmown as Apartheid which the international community
condemns ag a crime against humﬁhity. In this case we want to
refer to what lelson Mandela wrote in 1953 urder the very
appropriate title: "The Shifting sandg of Illusion'.

Here is what this great patriot said: "Talk of democratic
and constitutional means (of struggle) can only
have a basis in reality for those people who
enjoy democratic and constitutional rights,

We must accept the faet that in owr country

we cannot win one single victery of political
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freedom without overcoming a desparate
resistance on the part of the government,
and that victory will not come of itself
but only as a result of a bitier struggle
by the oppressed people for the overthrow
of racial disorimination seeessssecssscse
o organisation whose interests are .
identical with those of the toiling
masses will advocate conciliation to win
its demands ,... The only sure road to
(the) goal (of freedom) leads through

the uncompromiging and determined mass
struggle for the overthrow of fascism
and the establishment of demceratic

forms of government™.

10, The constellation of Southern African States.

The miltiracial conference is 1o be a preparation for a
"Constellation of Southern African States". The regimec wants to
link up with "other statcs" meaning therevy not only Lesotho,
Swaziland, Botawana, Zambia, MNogambique, Angola, Zaire but. abso
domestic Bantustans, Transkei, Vhenda, Bophuthatswana, Lebowa,
Kwa~Zulu etce One obvious purpese of such a constellation is to
surround South Africa with pup'?qi states linked to the regime by
military, political and economiec ties which will take the place

of old buffer states represented by Hozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe
so long as they were under Portuguese and British colonial rule.
It is precisely because of their liberation and the liberation of
Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland that this multi-racial conference
is being put forward, Previous attempis to lure independent states
into the Apartheid trap failed because of the deep seated
resentment of Africans everywhere to the vicious system of racial
discrimination, national oppression and economic exploitation that
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constitute Apartheids It is necessary for the regime to

combat and dyssipate this resentment while at the same time it
sceks to hang on to preserve the subgtance of White power by’
means of bogus multi-racialism and the so-called removal of
petty-apartheid. These arc devices intended to deceive the world
at large and Africa in particular into thinking that Apartheid
has been dismantled, Infact a mask is being fitted to hide its
true nature from the world, Undoubtedly tho removal of certain
types of discrimination and the grant of certain kind of rights
such as the 99 year leases offered to Blacks in Dlack taynﬂhipa,
the promise of improving facilities for trade, the rarrowing
of the zap in the salaries betwﬂénfﬂia¢k and White prqEEEﬂianal'
men and women such as dootors and.ieashera are intended to
concilliate the middle class and win their support. Mevertheless
this middle—class will not be satisfied with any arrangement
which leaves it exposed to arbitrary detunfibns, ard banning
orders, or prcéacutiun for political ﬁffenaaa, or other measures
denying them the right to participatc in decision making at all
levels, and at cqual terms with the White minoritye. Thercfore
we consider that no uangeiiﬁﬁﬂ?.aan be worthwhile or acceptable
to our people provided thoy)go the whole way of giving us full
political powers

11+ Economic penetration.

The multi-racial conforence is tho political dimension of the
so—called constellation Etm‘teéj of which much has boen said in
recent years, In the last 30 years the South African economy has
grown enormously, Secondly it has been dominated to an inoreasing
extent by big business. Thirdly multi-national corporations have
increased their share of their irmwvestments in South Africa.
Fourthly the extra—ordinary increase in gold price hes provided
South Africa with a huge surplus estimated to yielf R1600
million to the state in 1979-80.
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The economic development through the gunﬂentratinn:uf wealth in
the hands of the white minority, has ra;ulteﬂ.in massive
un&mplaym&n$ among Africans, éénerally assumced to be of the order
of two million people. The rural areas ha#ﬂ become ' poorer and
offer only tﬁn prospect of permanﬂnt_uﬁﬂmployment.rTha aim of the
racist total strategy is to expel the ﬁnemplnynd to the riral
arcas and tﬂ sattle them in the Banﬁustanﬁ with the cost of
malntalnlng ihﬂmsnlvaﬂ and their depanﬂance.

This is the familiar result of thc.cnlnnial monopoly of wealth,
Polarization with gfﬂat ﬁaalth at one end of the scale and
extreme poverty at the bfhﬂr end, South Africa dunteﬁpiitus a
growth rate of 5% in the present yecar, a rate which is far beyond
the capacity of the big capitalist cconomics, To maintain the
mome ntum af cconomic expans sion 1t that lewvel, South Africa must
find an nuilet fur its surplus capital amd its m&nufactured
goods, The constellation is to provide such outlet in the form

of a huge common markot ﬂhmiﬁatedfhy South Africats industrial
might and financed by international Western ﬁgﬂnciaé which are
themsclves partnors in the profits of apartheid,

12, Political mobilization,

L e o i R R o

The decision to fﬂrm Umkhnntu We Sizwe, the military wing of our
movement vas a ma jor Ghangm of policy after 50 years of rnllanne
on pnlltlcal pressure and nor—violent forms of strugﬂle. The
decision took inteo account the nﬂceasify to combine the armed
struggle with all forms of political atruggles. Theo Enwctn
uprising, though nne of the moat dramatlﬂ Episudna iin our
confrontation with the encmy, serves as a classic example n$

what we mecan hy‘pn11t1ual mdbllizatlun.

The fundamental principle of our stradegy has been that military
operation should be surbordinate to our political arnd industrial
campaigns,. In prineiple the two types of action should go hand

in hand, the "one gerving the other, but always with the emphasis
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on political education which would create the setting for our
armed struggle in a olose and comtimous interaction with the
people.

I% is omr constant endeavour to establish internal bases for our
political and military campaigns and cunﬂéqaently'tu diminish
dependence on our cxternal allies within Pretoria's proclaimed
zone o military surveillance, In effect this zone enﬁraces
South African neighbours which share a common border with one
country.

It is our understanding that the Frontline Statcs on their own
account and as ﬁaﬁbera of the OAU have ungrudgingly accepted |
anormous aasrif1uea in suppﬂrt of the liberation movement
throughout this region. Just as Muzamb1que and ﬂngﬂla relied on
the resources of Frontline States in the region, so they in turn
have provided assistance to courselves and to the liberation armies.
of Zimbabwe and Mamibia, Scon in its hlsturlcal perapective
therefore, the war agalnst white racism has been an ongoing
struggle throughout the entire suh—cant1nert. The confliet has
shifted from one country to another ard from one area to another
within each country, Inspite of naticnal d1ffaren¢as hntwﬂen the
armies of liberation as also between the fprcnﬂ of oppressziaon, it
is historically, puliticallj, and stra%egically‘ﬁnrrmct-tu-see us
all as being engaged in the ﬂlngln struggle against a common nnamy.
That enemy is 1mper13115m and its offshoots of colonialism, racism
and fascism,

Therefore the struggle will and must contimie until the entire
sub—continent has been liberated, This concept is in striet accord
with the basic principles of OAU's polioy towerds national
liberation in the sub—continent. A principle which has been
repeatedly étafed in resolutions adoptod by the QAU sinﬂﬂ its
incoption, It 'is one strurgle araingt the cormon enemy whn has
dominated a zrecat part of our continent. By means of hard and
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tenacious fighting invelving enormous Hacrificés, destruction
of life and property, the peoples a.rnuas have stormed and taken
gc-leﬁ;;i of one bastion after another of white supremacy. There
remaing one citadel, one fortress in South Africa ard Namibia,
That is thn last ﬂtranghﬁld which we are determined to ocoupy
in pursuit of our historic mission which is 4o bring about the
complete liberation nf: Africa frnﬁ the last remnants of
colonialism, fascism and racism,

Precisely for this reason and the enormous concentration of
industrial power capital and arms force in the Soutii African
oomplex, the final round of the struggle will require immense
resources, on our part and from all peoples which have decolared
themselves against the evil system of apartheid, International
solidarity for our cause has reached unprecedented heights, as
can be seen in the decision teken by the CGeneral Assembly of
the United lations to I‘EGG.,_,I“:LEE SWAPO as the sole 1+3gi‘tz.mte
representative of the people of Namibia. In =o dn:rlnq;, “the UN
e.."cpl:l.nr&'y' ﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂl‘ﬂ that SWAPO and the PE'I:IPlﬂ are waging a
legitimate strugrle for liberation a.galns.t the racist regime in
Pretoria, That regime is also our ENnemy. There can be no
distinotion in essence between the liberation war in Mamibia and
rur liberation war in South Africa. The same power, the same
government, the same constellation of forces, the same illegal
use of violence ary being against us as against the peonle of
Namibia,. '

The enemy is formidable but it is not invinecible. There . -
jrrefutable evidence that in proportion to advances made by ow
political and military campaigns, the enemy is compelled to |
adopt defensive strategies which are 1mv1ng the imnedinte effect
of raising enormously the level of i ire n.nlfl. coercive measures,
The enemy seeks to the same extent to sustain the politiecal,

woonomic, social and moral basis of his regime, Like any
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wourded beast of prey, the enemy is vicious and capable of
inflioting injury and destruction on those within his reach, This
is ne reason, however, for abandoning the struggle against the
beast of prey, he has to be destroyed if we are to safeguard the
lives and interests of our people and of the people in the
neighbouring states.

Those countries which border South Africa and which have generously
with great cost provided us with shelter and technical aid have a
germine and honcurable claim upon the rest of Africa and the world
at large for assistance, In the imaugural conference of the OAU,
Comrade Ben Bella, then spokesman for Algeria, told the assenbled
delegates that "we must all be prepared to die a little for the
liberation of Africa". He meant in saying these memorable words
that the oause of the people is the cause for the whole Africa and
that geographical distance should not be a reason for shouldering
of f :hghara of the responsibility as rest upon the shouldera of
these because of geographical proximity are required to bear

the burden of aiding us in ocur struggle. An equal sharing of the
burden means that at the very least the financial costs of
erecting safeguards against the racist forces should be shared by
all the members of the OAU,

We have reached the stage where we are able to think in terms of
planning & final assault, This might not come about in the
immediate future, But it will be a contirmuoua campaign ending in
victorys. We look forward to a political upheaval of such dimensions
as to overwhelm the enemy and render his maspive arsenals of
armaments ineffective against the whole nation backed by Africa and
international community, We cannot foresee the form that this last
round of conflict will assume., We do know however that we must
gtrain every nerve, utilize every rescurce, and employ the maximum
amount of force available to succced against our enemy which has
enormous wealth and support cf the imperialist world, Fer these
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reasons, we look forward with confidence to maximum support,
fpom our Afrigan allies and from prosgressive mankind
everywhere, for the use in our struggle of all available
means at our disposal, including armed struggle, as the only
viable strategy for the liberation of South Africa.

NATICHAL DXECUIIVE OGI. IvINE,
ATRICAN LALTONAL CUHGAESS (B.4.)

24%h 1ARTH 1580,
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