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The General Electiono of 1974 appear to have had a more than
upually noticoable offoet on the activities of the Black Sash, Pre-eleotion
involvemcnt of many of our members meant reduced enersy within tho
orgonication, and poot=-election chan;es of otresc and emphaoic within the
Oppocition partics ocem to have caujht uc unexpectedly compascless in a
soothin: oea., It io not so much that we have loot direction - that remaing
charted to justice, morality and fair dealing in all aspects of [overnment
and public life. It ic rother, perhaps, that at least some of the things we
have been saying and doing during the lact tweonty yearc are now being said
and done by othero, co that wo have lost some of the feelin: of value and
worthwhilenoso which has welded ua oo strongly togethor and iven uo
inopiration. We have alwsyo felt rathor out on a limb, as it were, and now
that the 1limb has chortenod we need to take our bearingso ajpain,

In a woy thio could be considered a triwmph for the Black Sach., It
moans that we have not been wastin: our time and cner;y, and that our
attitudes hove made some impact, some contribution to the chansing ccene,
For no matter how clight the chan e may be, nor how fow people are affectoed
by it, there io o change. Let uc take some credit for that, But let thio
Conferonce cxamine how we may now Jive added impotus to the radical chanje
which io so urgently required if our country io to enjoy a poaceful future.
Let us ocok a follow=thpoush to all thooe principles by which we have stood
so firmly fl:nm our carliept days.

However, all that remaino for Conforence to decide, but I believe
that tlhic report from Heoadquurters, oovering a period of 1T months, clearly
indicutos the noed for chone and action within our orynnisation in order
to achieve chan, o and action outside it.

Canpai;n on African Homen :

The photographic exhibition, praphically exposing the contract
in the lives of white and blaock women, wos mounted in tho Hyde Park Shopping
Centre in Februcry, 1974, and was so successful that the ownero of the
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Centre, despite their initial wnwillingness to _ive uo permission to hold it
therc, actually asked us to oxtend it for a further week.

It woo mountod again in tho Star Women's Club, at their request,
and wag thoen cent first to Bordor and then to Albany Regiona. No doubt
their regional reports will reocount their exporicnces with it.

The pamphlot, "Whe Carcs About African Women®™ was reprinted, and
there are thousando of them otill nuﬁiting distributions, Thooo chould beo
useful if wo deecido to step up thisc eampaion during 1975 = International
Women'o Year,

In Septomber, 1974, Mre. Sinclair, Mro, Duncan and Mrs. Henderson
(from Cape Weotern Region) wont dn & deputation to Mr, Janson to diocuss
the problomo of women from Aloxandra Township bein: refused permission to
live with their hucbands, Ao the Miniotor did not lave cur Memorandum
with him and refusoed to discusc eithor individual coses or tho principles
involved, our dologatoo found it a oingularly unfruitful visit.

Campaign on Migront Labour :

The Concultation on Migrant Labour, held in Auuct 1974, and
attended by exports in the field from all over the country, has beon fully
roported in the November 1974 of "Sash", and roquirce no further comment hore,
It was organiced with the assistance of the Programme for Social Change.

A moeting of intercoted organisationc and peeple otill has to be
convonod to discucc the poooibility of inaupurating Adviece Dureaux in the
Homelands to aocquaint their citizeno with their rijhto undor the law, but
Black Sash contribution can be only the training of potential workers in
those Bureaux,

A direct result of the Consultation has beon the interested concern
of a Mining group in the housing, the righto, the weorking conditiono and the
stultifyin; effocto of incscapable categoricu of employment for their workera,

The pamphlot, "Who Cares About Migrant Lobour? hao found a wide
market, and is boin: distributed by the Churchea., It has been reprinted,
and Capc Western Rogion hao translated it into Afrikeane for distribution in
their Region.

One isouc of "™Sash™ was devoted to Migrant Labour, but the
Magzzine Editor, Mro. Duncan, will report on this. She and her co-editoer,
Mrs. Pat Tucker, have donc a magnificent job with our magnzinc.

filiot W £ r f gial C o 3

At our 1973 Conforonco it was decided to affiliate with the P.S5.C.,
but Copo Wostern Region cubosequently had rescrvations about this. = After
prolonged correspondence with Cape Western and other legions, and aftor
a vizit to Johannecburg from Mrs. Nobb, further discuscione wore held with
the P.S.C., and tho whole matter was amicably resolved by substituting tho
word “associate"™ for "affiliate™, The Block Sash is free to dissociate
itoelf on cortain iosues if it so chooses, and it has alrcady done so,
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dicoociating itself from propoged boycotts of certain firma.

The P.5.C. hao undectaken to ocend ito Nowsletter to all our Regions,
Book on tno Black Sash

We wore asked by tho London Inctitute of Race Relationo to write a
final chapter for Mrs. Cherry Michelman's book covering the years 1969 to
1373. Thio woo commissicned in December, 1973, written by mo, editod and
altered by Mro. Sinclair and Mre. Duncan, and posted in Fcbruary 197, to meot

the deadline., Mro. Sineclair received tho uncorrected proofs of the book
in January of this yoar.

Capo EBaotorn Region 1

—

This Region expericnced troubled timos over a long period, and was
thinking of dioccolving and possibly becoming a branch of Albany Region, but
Headquartors Region is delighted to be able to report that Cape Eastern has
resolvoed its probloms and rosuscitated itoolf under the able chairmanship of
Mrs, Ann Warren, cupported by an cathusiastic committoo. Thic wao very
heartoning nows, and wo congratulato them,

dvico Officoo 3

A query arocc about tho advisability of Mre. Piper, who runs the
Natal Coactal Advice Offico, doing Trade Union work at the same time, but
legal opinion Was that this was in order providing certain roquiremonts wore
mct, This has beoen dono,

Mro. Sinclair accompanicd a Natal Coastal deoputation to the
Director of Port Natal Bantu Administration Board to sort out difficulties
which had arisen between him and thom. This, too, was satiofactorily resolved,

There are now five Advico Offices functioning in Johanncsburg,
Cape Town, Durban, East London and Grahamstown, ond this very worthwhile work
has beon groatly oxtonded,

Momorandg :

Headquarters Region has presonted four Memoranda during the period
undor roview = to the Minioter of Bantu Administration on copies of scrvice
contracts for migrant workers j; to tho Minister of the Intorior on the
Publicatione and Entertainments Act ; to Mombers of Parliament and tho Pross
on the resettloment of FPamilies in Alexandra Township, and the updated
Momorandum on the Pass Lawe, which became an issuc o "Sash®, and which was
sold at tableos in shopping contros togoether with tho iosuo on Migrant Labour,
Rublio Rolationg ¢

Vicits to the office by oversecos travellers are not unusual.
During the cleoction campaign all Parliamentary candidatcs within reasonablo
- reach of Johanncoburg were invited to come to the lﬁvinu Office to oce for
themselves how the implementation of the pass laws affected their lives.

A fair number of candidatoo availed thomsclves of this invitation,

Mro. Sinclair/—
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Mrs. Sinclair, often accompanicd by Mrs., Duncan is always invited to
meot visiting poople from the United States Steto Department at tho
Institute of Rnco Relations, and met Mr. Bacum, among others. They both
mot Mr. Keyer of the Departmont of Bontu Administration and Devolopmont,
and wero digappointed in that pxisting legislation ioc only being
stroamlined, 1ot changed.

Mrs. Sinclair was invited to attond the Journslictc' confercnoce in
Capo Town, .nd Mra. Duncain to addroca tho Y.V'.C.A. Conforence at Thaba'Nchu,

Correopondonce t

In addition to corrospondence with Regions, we havo been in contact
with the Ministor of Bantu Administration and Devclopment, with various
Mombore of Parliamcnt, and with the Contral Adminictrative Services agreoing
to support their Trode Unions, though not financially. A Mr. Arthur Stiovonart
has writtcn rrom France asking permiosion to print cxtracts from "Education
for Isclation™ and a lottor from The Africa Publications Trust, acked for
permisocion to reprint Aloxandra Dossicr from the Ausuct 1974 issue of Sash.,

blic cttors and Stat te to t ss ot

As it io always oo difficult to isolatc National from Rogional, a

roport on Publicity appears in tho Tranovaoal Rogional Roport.
"g Conforcn t L - 18th 19th Jun

Regional Chairmon will no doubt have reported fully to their
Rogions on this highly osuecceseful Conferance. In addition to mattors alrcady
deoalt with in thio report, tho Conforonce agreced to the distribution of the
Bantu Welfare Truct Monoy, and discusped the NUSAS campaign on the reloasc of
political priconers, the problemc of salaries and conditions of work for
teachers, thoe distribution of our publications, Bantu cducation, old age
pensions and the dangors of burcaucracy.

It wao decided to make tho 1975 Conforonce a celcbration of the
Twontieth birthday of the Black Sash, arrangemcnts boing loft in tho
cnpable hands of Cape Weotern Region.
1 Ro t

These have all been placed in labelled brown boxes and housed at the
Univorsity of tho Witwatororand, Mrs. Sinclair did a fantastic job of
sorting them all outs

Wo have proronted a bound cdition of our magnzinces to the
Witwatersrand University Library.
Qffigcs ¢

Qur now offices at 501 Lostar House arc bright and spaciouo, and wo
arc oxccedingly grateful to a kind benefactor for making this move pogaible,

Wo are dolizhted to have Mro. Margaret Kirk back with us as
Sccrotary., BShe io oo oxtraocrdinarily patient and helpful., Wo wore sorry to
part with Mro, Ponny Durrow, who woved to another job with more suitable hours.

Pergsonncl i/ e=e
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Eorsonnol 1

Mro. Juno Wilson reotired as Nationol Socrotary, and her placce wao
takon by Mro. Suc Trathen, who in turn retired to toke a job. Wo are most

gratoful to thom both for all their hard work, ond to our National Preaident,
Nro. Jean Sinclair, who thinko nothii; of taking ovor tho sccretarial work in
an omorgency in addition to all her other reoponsibilitics. We are now

happy to bo ablc to wolcome Mro. Eother Lovitan, who hac vory kindly offered to
to take over 2o National Scerotary.

Mro., Bortha Beoinashowits is io our ablo and sonsible National
Treasurcr, with Mro. Dora !lill always willing to stop in and take over in her
abocnee., Mro, Sheona Duncan, our Magaszine Editor, has done an outstanding
job, as I think you will all agree, and Bobbic Johncton and 1 jog along.

1 cannot conclude this roport without ruferring, with deep
affoction and admiration, to our National Prcoidont, Mrs. Jean Sinclair,
without whooe indofatipgable leadership, enthusioom and dedication the Black
Sach would ot bo whore it io to-day - celobrating ite Twentieth birthday.
She has dovoted her every waking moment to the Black Sach = no doubt che
droamc of it too. Shoe works oo hard., Sho i9 an incpiration to all of ug -
a remarkable woman, capable, charming, forceful, and yect with it all, so
humblo. Wo saluto her,

JOYCE HARRIS.
. ATIONAL VI ESIDIIT,
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