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account of his remarks. I was arrested by
the security police in my office and
charged in court for quoting a person
silenced by official decree. Last week the
selfsame Tambo — though handicapped
by a stroke — walked and talked freely
in Durban.

A tapestry of formerly forbidden
political faces and events displayed in
South Africans’ living rooms, as a matter
of routine reporting, by government-
controlled TV and radio services ap-
parently out to be less biased than in the
past. Till recently, the same services had
demonized the ANC. The course-correc-
tion was remarkable — and encouraging
for the future,

So much for the conference.

Where do we stand as a nation? What
are the prospects for peace and demo-
cracy? They are far better. The decks
have been cleared for negotiations that
lie ahead. A flagging economy sends
urgent signals to all concerned to reach
agreement quickly, and get on with the
task of reconstruction.

One point about negotiations. From
the applause and general responses at
the conference, the delegates were more
radical and militant than the top leaders
chosen. The fact of a hawkish following
and a dovish top leadership might

Chris Hani has a word of advice for Winnie Mandela

produce a dynamic combination which
will lead to greater realism on the part of
the De Klerk government in dealing with
the ANC.

Mandela, who has discretionary
powers and enough esteem to carry his
followers into historic agreements with
De Klerk when he wishes, can threaten,
when in an awkward spot, to refer
matters back to his more militant move-
ment. De Klerk would know what THAT
means. It could concentrate his mind,
and make him continue to value
Mandela’s “moderation”. This could
strengthen the cement binding the two
together; and that cement is arguably
one thing which stands between South
Africa and chaos.

The major and immediate obstacle to

constitutional progress remains the |

violence in black townships as politically-
emergent groups fight for turf. The ANC
accuses the government and police of
fomenting violence, and not doing
enough to stop it. This the government
denies. Whatever the truth (and I, for
one, cannot believe that military destabi-
lizers can be transported to angel status
overnight), the violence must be reduced
appreciably before constructive talks get
under way.

Nothing that happened in Durban
changes that reality. ®
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ALGERIA

Colin Legum

LGERIA, which has been ruled as

a single-party state ever since it
won its independence from France 30
years ago, is currently engaged in estab-
lishing itself as a multi-party democratic
society. The first elections for a new
parliament were called off when a
boycott of the polls by a Muslim
fundamentalist party, the Front for
Islamic Salvation, ended in serious
violence. The FIS has been accused of
seeking to turn Algeria into ‘a second
Iran’. The country is now in a ‘state of
siege’, that is, it is under emergency laws.
But the false start has not deterred
President Chuali Benjedid’s ruling party,
the Front for National Liberation (FNL),
from pressing ahead with its promise to
usher in a new era of democratic politics.
It has only postponed the elections for
six months.

This bold experiment to create a
pluralist democratic society in Algeria is
important not only for the 30 million
Algerians, almost all of whom are
Muslim, but because it is a key country
whose influence extends beyond North
Africa, deep into sub-Saharan Africa,
across into the Middle East and into
France, where some two million
Algerians and other North Africans live,
mainly as migrants.

However, what happens in Algeria
will have its most immediate reper-
cussions on its closest neighbours —
Morocco, Libya and especially Tunisia,
which is also engaged in re-establishing
itself as a multi-party democratic state.
Tunisia faced a violent coup attempt by
Muslim fundamentalists only a month
before the debacle in Algeria, and it has
not yet eliminated the threat from that
quarter despite the government’s retreat
from the secularism favoured by modern
Tunisia’s founder, Habib Gourguiba, as
well as from its formerly Western-
orientated foreign policy.

Fears of turning Algeria into ‘a second
Iran’ are expressed not just by
Westerners but also by the country’s
democratic politicians like Hooina Ait
Ahmed, leader of the important Socialist
Forces Front (FFS). In the Algerian
context, ‘a second Iran’ is a code-word
for an Islamic fundamentalist state, not
necessarily one modelled on Khomeini’s
o A_ - ideas. Algerian Muslims are mainly
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