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W H A T N 0 W.?. 

On the* day after the general elect­
ion, when results from all but the 
safest of safe Nationalist seats we­
re in, somebody remarked that South 
Africa would now have the worst Par­
liament in the world. If this is not 
absolutely true it is very nearly so. 
For a long time we have had one of 
the worst governments in the world. 
Now we have one of the worst oppos­
itions as well. 

While there were still Labour, Li­
beral and Natives1 Representative 
members, forthright and principled 
opposition to apartheid was common 
in Parliament. When the United Party 
eliminated the Labour members, the 
Liberals and other Natives1 Repres­
entatives remained. By the time the 
Government had disposed of them, the 
Trogressives had emerged. NOT the Un­
ited'Party has virtually eliminated 
them and, in the new Parliament, only 
Mrs.- Helen Suzman will bring some 
sanity into an increasingly unreal 

institution. In a world which has 
rejected racialism, the South Afr­
ican Parliament will present the 
strange spectacle of a white raci­
alist government sitting down to 
confront a white racialist opposit­
ion and to debate with it the .merits 
of two impracticable racialist po­
licies. 

Point of no Return 

In spite of this it would be ri­
diculous not to be encouraged by 
the number of votes polled in this 
election by Progressive and, to a 
lesser extent, Liberal candidates. 

But against this gain must be 
weighed the fact that Dr. Verwoerd 
has more seats now than ever before 
and that he has committed himself, 
within the next five years, to take 
the application of apartheid to the 
point from which (he says) there 
will be no turning back. His cabinet 
inspires no confidence in anyone 
ifith any respect for demccratac prin­
ciples. His Minister of Justice con­
tinues to threaten "agitators", and 
there is every reason to believe that 
he will bring in legislation next 
session aimed at curbing still fur­
ther the activities of his critics. 
Mr. Waring and Mr. Trollip have been 
drafted into the cabinet, in return 
for joining the Nationalist Party, 
but this does.not indicate a soft­
ening Government attitude. All it 
means is that these Wo have now gene 
inhere they always belonged. 

Democratic Veneer 

Wherever the real opposition to 
Dr. Verwoerd1 s threatened attempt 
to make apartheid work comes from 
in the immediate future, it is not 
going to come from Parliament. That 



is certain. Parliament, over the 
years, has become more and more of 
a rubber stamp, useful to the Govern­
ment only because it gives to its de­
cisions a respectable democratic ven­
eer. It is certainly not the place 
where Nationalists are persuaded to 
change their ideas/ and it is cer­
tainly not Parliamentary debates which 
have made some white South Africans 
start thinking. They have started 
thinking, to the tune of 70,000 Pro­
gressive and.Liberal votes, but the 
reasons for their doing so are to be 
found ;outside, not inside, Parlia­
ment — in the Defiance Campaign, in 
the activities of the Liberal Party 
and the Black Sash, in the events 
leading up to last year's emergency 
and the emergency itself, and in South 
Africa's isolation from the Common­
wealth and the world* 

Main fight Outside 

Where does the Liberal Party stand 
in the post-election picture? The 
success of the Progressive Party in 
terms of the votes in polled in the 
election will undoubtedly make it 
more difficult to recruit white Li­
berals for a time. But this should 
only be a temporary problem. The fact 
of the matter is that the main fight 
against apartheid in the future, as 
in the past, is going to be carried 
on outside Parliament. This is some­
thing most Progressives have still 
to: learn. Liberals can help them to 
learn it. 

Br, Verwoerd is not going to stand 
quietly by while he is voted out of 
power, nor are his supporters going 
to desert him until they are convinced 
that his policies can't work. It is 
still important to face white South 

Africans with Liberal policies in 
elections,' but there is only one 
force which can challenge Dr. Ver­
woerd and shake the confidence of 
his supporters and that is the com­
bined opposition of all those who 
oppose apartheid. This opposition 
must be soundly based on a complete 
acceptance of South Africa's non-
racial destiny if it is to be an ef­
fective answer to racialism. Only 
the Liberal Party has so far faced 
the full implications; of South Afri­
ca's non-racial future. Here,, too, 
Liberals have something to teach not 
only Progressives, but most other 
opponents of apartheid. 

Oppos.iti.Qn at Every Level 

We would make a serious mistake 
if we were to underestimate Dr. Ver­
woerd's threat to take apartheid to 
the point of no return in the next 
five years. Short of abandoning it, 
this, is the only thing he can do to 
persuade the world that it is a po­
licy which offers something to every­
body. That he will fail is certain 
.but that he will try is equally cer­
tain, and we can now expect a more 
ruthless application of apartheid 
measures outside the »reserves" and 
a consequent increase in frustrat­
ion, bitterness and straight race 
hatred. 

In this situation the first task 
of Liberals is to fight a "hold­
ing action" to oppose at every 
level every single attarnpt to im­
pose apartheid, and to oppose these 
attempts non~racially. This is the 
only.way to prevent a disastrous 
drift to. race hatred. 

The second task is to build an or­
ganization of all races throughout 
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South Afr ica which can p resen t non­
v i o l e n t and disciplined opposition to 
apa r the id in the ex t r a -Pa r l i amen ta ry 
f i e l d . This will not come ea s i l y . Op­
p o s i t i o n of t h i s kind requires se l f -
d i s c i p l i n e a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l 
and i t requires the d i s c i p l i n e , itfhich 
only comes from confidence in an ef­
f e c t i v e organization, i f i t i s t o be 
successfu l on a wider s c a l e . And i f 
such, oppos i t ion i s to mean anything 
a t a l l for the fu tu re of South Af r i ­
ca i t must be c a r r i e d out by people 

A remarkable f e a t u r e of t h e S o u t h 
African p o l i t i c a l scene during 1961 
has. been the groitfth of what has come 
to be known as the MConvention Move­
ment". Two very successful conventions 
have been held , the Natal Convention 
in Apr i l and the Malmesbury. Convent­
ion of Coloured l e a d e r s in early J u l y . 

•Radical Changes 

Although t h e scope ,of b o t h t he s e 
"conventions", was l i m i t e d , . they had 
two important character is t ics i n com­
mon. In the f i r s t p l ace , they were 
supported by many people whose viei<rs 
might gene ra l l y be regarded as con­
s e r v a t i v e and itfho would cer ta inly not 
have a t t ended them a few y e a r s ago. 

Secondly, in s p i t e of t h i s , t h e y 
came out , almost wi thout a d i s s e n t ­
ing vo ice , for r a d i c a l changes t o ­
wards a shared fu ture fo r a l l South 
Af r i cans . Universal f r anch i se and an 
i n t e g r a t e d educa t iona l s y s t e m were 
t o such r a d i c a l changes contemplated. 
Ne i the r convent ion discussed how t h i s 

of a l l r aces t o g e t h e r . 

Giving' the Lead 

• In b u i l d i n g such an opposition the 
L i b e r a l Pa r ty i s better equipped to 
give t h e lead than any other organizat­
i o n . A difficult task? Of course i t i s . 
But t ime, the world and most South 
ilfricans are on the side of the non-rac­
i a l ideal to which Liberals subscribe-. 
VJhat is needed is the resolution and en­
ergy to build the organizational frame­
work to turn the i d e a l in to r e a l i t y . 

new, shared future was to be achieved 
but both agreed t h a t t h e r e should 
be a s i m i l a r "convention" on a n a t i ­
onal s ca l e as a f i r s t s t e p . 

Fur ther Steps . 

Since the two Conventions met, the 
f i r s t s t e p s towards such a n a t i o n a l 
ga the r ing have been taken. The Nata l 
Convention Committee in i t i a t ed a move 
which culminated in a widely repres­
e n t a t i v e meeting of South Africans 
of a l l groups, f r o m a l l over the 
country, in Ju ly , in Johannesburg. 
A working committee' to explore the 
ground fo r a na t iona l c o n s u l t a t i o n 
was se t up . 

The fol low-up to the Malmesbury 
Convention has been more spec tacu­
l a r . A Conference of Representatives 
from a l l r a c e s , m a i n l y from t h e 
Cape, but i n c l u d i n g seve ra l f rom 
o ther p rov inces , took p l ace i n Cla-
remont j u s t before the e l e c t i o n . A 
week l a t e r a regional conference was 
he ld in Por t E l i z a b e t h . Both meet-

T H E C O N V E N T I O N M O V E M E N T 
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ings c a l l e d fo r a new Nat iona l Con­
v e n t i o n . 

The demand from the Claremont Con­
ference was speci f ica l ly for a "sov­
e re ign" National Convention, in o the r 
words for a law-making body. This i s 
a completely s e n s i b l e aim. How e l s e 
are c o n f l i c t i n g i n t e r e s t s i n South 
Africa t o r e s o l v e t h e i r d i f f e rences 
in peace in the'long run i f i t i s not 
by s i t t i n g down, N a t i o n a l i s t s and 
a l l , a t a nex̂ r Nat ional Convention? 

Never the less there i s a l a r g e body 
of a n t i - N a t i o n a l i s t opinion which 
would recognize a nextf Nat ional Con­
v e n t i o n as a wonderful ideal , but -which 
would not, a t t h i s moment, be prepared 
t o a t t end something x^rhich c o u l d b e 
regarded as a revolutionary chal lenge 
t o the Government. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

Liberal Opinion has criticized the United 
Nat ions Committee on South West Africa 
be fo re , and i t does so a g a i n , t h i s 
time f o r the exaggerated p i c t u r e of 
cond i t i ons in the t e r r i to ry conta ined 
in i t s report t o the Trusteeship Com­
m i t t e e of the General Assembly. 

I t s exaggeration gave Mr. Louw j u s t 
the chance he needed to put up some 
defence aga ins t the Committee's i n ­
dictment and to appear as the in ju red 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a badly-done-by Go­
vernment. Why did the Committee have 
to do t h i s ? Conditions i n South West 
a re bad enough not to need exagger­
a t i o n . All one need do i s quote f a c t s , 
and apartheid i s shown up for what i t i s . 

We wish the South African Govern­
ment's overseas c r i t i c s would s t i c k 
s t r i c t l y to the f a c t s . I t x^ould make 
our job in Sou th Africa j u s t t h a t 
much e a s i e r . 

The Claremont Conference went some 
way to meet t h i s view by proposing 
a p re l imina ry n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e 
of a l l those in teres ted in t he Con­
ven t ion movement. This, su r e ly , i s 
the f i r s t practical, and urgen t , step 
t o be taken? To be e f f e c t i v e t h i s 
conference must be w i a e l y r e p r e s ­
e n t a t i v e . To ensure t h i s i t s terms 
of r e f e rence must not be such as t o 
f r i gh t en off p o t e n t i a l suppor t . 

From i t may then come the beg in­
nings of a p r e s s u r e g r o u p and a 
movement xfhose demands for a new 
dea l , thrashed out a t a new Nat ion­
a l Convention, the a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l 
even tua l ly have to meet. Such a mo­
vement would be something behind which 
every n o n - r a c i a l i s t could throx^ h i s 
f u l l weight* 

DR. VERWOERD AND THE JEWS 

South Africa nas few f r i ends i n the 
wor ld . Israel is no longer one of them. 
F i r s t apa r the id forced h e r to tu rn 
her back on S.A. a t UNO, ncm Dr. Ver-
woerd has done h i s b e s t to see t h a t 
she does not t u r n back a g a i n . 

In a l e t t e r to a Mr. Eas t in Cape 
Town, Dr.V. dropped a fextf dark h i n t s 
•about the Jews. Perhaps Mr. East should 
not have revealed the c o n t e n t s , but 
he has and i t s threatening undertones are 
now known. We object to them s t r o n g l y . 

Since then the Prime Min i s t e r has 
t r i e d t o reassure locaL Jews. We hqoe 
t h a t he means what he says . His r e ­
ac t i on to I s r a e l ' s UM) vo te was r e ­
miniscent of Mr. Louxtf's pe tu lance i n 
the face of c r i t i c i s m . I s t h i s not 
a s ign t h a t he too i s beginning t o 
f e e l the s t r a i n under x^hich the«apos-
t l e s of apa r the id labour on their im­
pos s ib l e attempt to se l l an inde fens ­
i b l e p o l i c y to a h o s t i l e xrorld? 
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A P A JR. T H. E I D . — 0 N L I A P O L I C Y ? 

I t was the l a t e Mr. Strijclom, former 
South African prime mfcistei^ -who.sum­
med up the policy.of h is government 
as "obtaining the greatest possible 
degree, of s e p a r a t i o n between the 
races'1 • 

If Deputy-minister M.C• Botha, in 
a recent speech in P r e t o r i a , said 
that " to ta l apartheid is not at th i s 
stage pract icable" , there would seem 
to be a contradict ion. 

There i s ' no t • No nation can afford 
to cut off an i n t e g r a l par t of i t s 
own population. Mr.Botha said so in 
Pre tor ia : "For a foreseeable t i m e , 
South Africa fs economic structure and 
i t s material w e l f a r e w i l l be very 
dependent upon non-white labour." Mr. 
Strijdori, in referr ing to the greatest 
possible degree of separation, must 
have rea l ised t h i s . He, too, never 
mentioned t o t a l separation. 

What the Nationalis t l e a d e r s are 
in fact t e l l i ng us, i s tha t "White 
South Africa" w i l l remain m u l t i ­
r a c i a l . And that it is in this mult i ­
rac ia l society that they are trying 
to bring about the "greatest possible 
degree of separation", 

Apartheid Possible? 

..How-well have they succeeded in 
th is task s i nce thei r advent in 
1948? To what extent does apart­
heid dominate our society? Is com­
ple te segregation in a multi-racial 
society at a l l possible? And. what 
can be done to ensure that i t w i l l 
not be possible? 

A cer tain t r ad i t ion does exist in 

South Africa for race groups to form 
the i r own communities. Whether t h i s 
i s a r e su l t of race or colour only, 
or of the class differences that for 
long coincided with the colour-group­
ings, i t can be said that these co­
lour groupings are being turnedinto 
a ver i t ab le colour-bar, which i s -be­
ing enforced by one section, in or­
der to entrench for that section the 
pr iv i leges that it obtained when race 
was s t i l l l a r g e l y synonymous with 
c l a s s . 

The ruling party in t h i s country 
musters the necessary (xvhite) e l e c t ­
oral support by playing on the feel­
ing of r ac i a l superior i ty that i s 
a na tura l offspring of the Contact 
between groups of people with dif­
ferent levels of development, and 
by i n s t i l l i n g a fear for anything 
not belonging to the own group, or 
in short for the "black bogey". 

Vicious Circle 

These feelings of fear and super­
io r i ty , in the i r turn, can only be 
kept a l ive by preventing any opport­
unity to "disprove . the pudding; by 
eating", by means of social .cbritact 
between the whites a n d t h e other 
sections, thus completing the vicious 
c i r c l e that makes t h i s government 
so d i f f i cu l t to get .a- grip on-* 

At the same time i t i s in t h i s 
sphere of social contafet tha t t h i s 
vicious c i r c l e can be b roken by 
people to whom the idea of a r t i ­
f i c i a l separation of and d iscr i^ 
ruination between,people that have 
to share the same country and the 
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same towns is repulsive. 

In this connection along and well-
illustrated article about "shocking 
race fraternization11/in the Afrik­
aans weekly Die Huisgenoot of 17.11. 
61, makes heartening reading. I quotes 

"Un~South African" 

"Although South Africa i s undoubt­
edly the country where most care 
i s taken against fraternization be-
tx^een white and non-white, . . . 
social intermingling is increasing 
alarmingly. . • . When liquor wall 
soon be freely a v a i l a b l e to non-
whites, the Police can no l o n g e r 
use t h i s loophole (sic) to prevent 
t h i s un-South-African fraternization. 
. • . White l a d i e s employed by a 
catering firm served the black men 
and women. . • . After the f a i l ­
ure (s ic) of the treason t r i a l se­
veral mul t i - rac ia l pa r t i es w e r e 
held. One can imagine the way in 
which t h e ' i n t e r e s t s of the father­
land were tampered with.n 

Die Huisgenoot concluded: "If this _ 
tendency is to continue, i t is pos­
s ible tha t generations to come will 
inher i t a s i tuat ion where thousands 
of white South Africans p r a c t i s e 
integrat ion in their private l ives , 
although the official policy of the 
country wi l l be segregation." 

There we have i t * Thir teen years 
of attempts to bring about the "great-' 
est possible degree of separation11 

have resul ted in more conscious ig­
noring the colour-bar than ever. 

Although the Government has suc­
ceeded in closing s eve ra l channels 
of contact, those tha t remain open 

are numerous and will be much hard­
er to c lose . 

Remaining Channels 

Our "open" univers i t ies , in sp i te 
of much unnecessary discrimination, 
s t i l l present opportunities for in­
t e r - r a c i a l contact, and those for­
tunate enough to be there, -should be 
determined to make the best of these 
l a s t opportunit ies, and to bui ld up 
friendships that w i l l l a s t a f t e r 
leaving the campus. 

In sp i te of difficulties present­
ed by group areas legislation, dozens 
of non-racial restaurants and night­
clubs have sprung up in the big c i ­
t i e s , nearly a l l of them since the 
advent of the Nats. In Cape Tpwn.a-
lone there are said to be seven — 
in fact hardly any "non-white" es­
tablishment does not welcome a l l 
sections — and there is no need for 
any opponent of apartheid to patron­
ize r a c i a l l y exclusive r e s t au ran t s . 

Friendly Sport 

In sport only a beginning has been 
made in breaking down the colour bar 
between x-rtiite and non-white, although 
divisions between the non-white sect­
ions in sport are on the i r way out. 
Organized sport, pa r t i cu la r ly , has 
been too dependent on Government sip-
port and tha t of the subs . -paying 
public for any large-scale attempts 
to be made to break the colour bar, 
with the possible exception of box­
ing, which in order to re ta in in te r ­
national recognition, has organized 
i n t e r - r a c i a l tournaments jus t out­
side our borders. 

I t i s , however, improbable t h a t 



exclusion from internat ional sports 
bodies wi l l make white South African 
sport abandon its racialism. But much 
can be done from within, pa r t i cu la r ly 
in friendly sport. Here the lead has 
been taken by c r i c k e t j f r i e n d l y 
matches between white and non-white 
teams are. frequently being held and 
have, without exception, proved suc-
cesful . Eotter s t i l l would be not to 
play against but with each other, as 
i s done by a Pietermaritzburg multi­
r ac ia l professional soccer team. 

Apartheid-oonditioned 

I t must be stressed h e r e tha t , 
contrary to what apartheid-condition­
ed South Africans may think, there 
i s l i t t l e to preven'c. contact between 
sections in friendly sport. If most 
white clubs are closed to non-whi­
te people, nearly a l l "non-white" 
clubs are in fact open to all races, 
including whites, and often welcome 
the i r joining and t a k i n g part in 
their games. 

As yet no law has been indented to 
make social contact 'in private homes 
an offence as j?uch, and according to 
Die Huisgonoot, J,Ioopholes" have had 
but l i t t l e success 

Most leaders of t h e English and 
several of the Dutch Reformed Churches 
(the l a t t e r in spite of their -official 
church pol icies) ; h?ve pronounced then-;' 
selves against.church; apartheid and: 

often against apartheid in general, 
although certainly more could be done 
to implement these pronouncements'T" 

I t is only In the field of the a r t s 
that; apartheid, never got a foothold, 
in spi te of bodies like the Federasie 
van Afrikaanse Kul tuurverenig ings 

(which banned "King Kong" . . • in the 
" in te res t s of Western culture") and 
the Alliance Francaise (which closed 
i t s ranks to non-white people). 

I t i s par t icu la r ly among jazz-
musicians and the i r serious-mind­
ed entourage that colour is strictly 
taboo-, Although on the whole non-
p o l i t i c a l , this group probably does 
more than any other to sabotage the 
attempts to impose apartheid. 

Only a Policy 

As things stand at present, apar t ­
heid i s s t i l l very much only a policy 
and not a s ta te of a f f a i r s * South 
Africans of a l l sections, even those 
not del iberate ly ignoring the colour 
bar, are in daily contact w i th one 
another in kitchens, shops, b u s e s , 
factor ies and s t r e e t s . 

So long as this every-day incident­
a l contact l a s t s (and Mr, Botha a s ­
sures us i t w i l l b e v e r y l o n g ) , 
there w i l l be the p o s s i b i l i t y , and 
indeed the probabi l i ty , of intentional 
social contact.-

We agree with Die Huisgenoot t ha t 
future generations may see thousands 
of South Africans practise in tegra t ­
ion in the i r daily l i ves , in s p i t e 
of the o f f i c ia l p o l i c y of s e g r e ­
gation. 

If a l l those who are opposed to 
that policy, would do the i r best to 
make Die Huisgenoot's nightmare come 
•truei (the majority of South Africans 
are, arid would suffer l i t t l e or no i l l 
effects i f they would do more about 
i t ) , apartheid as away of l i f e w i l l 
die a na tura l death. That o f f i c i a l 
policy will" be taken care of in time. 
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D R . V E R I O E E D ' S E X A G G E R A T E D V I C T O R Y 

(Revised from an a r t i c l e by Dr. R.R. Farquharson in the Financial 
Mai l / October 27, 1961: the Editor has granted permiss ion for 
the' a r t i c l e •"•'•to be reproduced in whole or in par t with acknow­

ledgment.) 

Superficially^ t h e I96I e l e c t i o n 
resu l t was a triumph for both ends 
against the m i d d l e . The National 
Party gained two seats and achieved 
a substant ia l swing; the Progressives 
iron Houghton and a degree of support 
xtfhich surprised even the i r friendsj 
the Liberal Party saved a d e p o s i t 
and secured four-figure votes in two 
const i tuencies . These v ic to r i es were 
a l l at the expense of t h e United 
Party which; assai led on two fronts, 
l o s t votes heavily and suffered a 
massive defeat. 

Real Opposition 

But the National Party1 s t r iumph 
has been exaggerated. Two fac to r s 
must be considered. One has already 
been stressed by commentators: i t i s 
noxtf faced by the r i s ing strength of 
a real opposition, with a genuinely 
a l te rna t ive policy, which in the long 
run wi l l be f a r more e f fec t ive in 
countering apartheid than the United 
Party ever could have been. The se­
cond, which seems to have been over­
looked by the Press i s that in spi te 
of the increase in N.P. majori t ies, 
there has been a substantial f a l l in 
N.P. vo tes . 

Headlines l ike "Nats gain many more 
votes" and comments l ike "How did 
the N.P. , in an almost unique way, 
grow stronger — a n d impressively 
stronger in terms of votes — after 
having ruled S.A. for more than 13 

years?" simply ignore the s t a t i s t i c s . 
The National P a r t y gained s e a t s , 
increased majori t ies, increased i t s 
percentage of votes; but in absolute 
terms los t voting support. 

Arguments about the total-number 
of votes obtained by each party have 
been bedevilled by u n c e r t a i n t y r e ­
garding the votes to be imputed, to 
uncontested seats . But the referendum 
has given a reasonable r e l i ab l e in­
dication of hoxtf such consti tuencies 
would have behaved. All one needs to 
do i s to assume t h a t the swing in 
uncontested constituencies would have 
been the same as in contested ones. 
On t h i s simple and not very contro­
vers ia l assumption, the nation-wide 
t o t a l s of votes for each p a r t y can 
be calculated. 

Take, then, the consti tuencies in 
which there x^ere s t ra ight f ights in 
1961 between the National Party and 
the United Par ty or the N a t i o n a l 
Union. Exclude a l l U.P.-Progressive 
or U.P.-Liberal f igh ts . 

N.P. l o s t Voters 

The swing in these constituencies, 
as calculated by the South African 
Press Association, i s 3§" P e ^ cent, 
since the re fe rendum. Therefore , 
since the "Yes" v o t e in the refer­
endum was 52.3 per c e n t . , the N.P. 
vote in the c o u n t r y i s noitf about 
55.8 per cent, of v o t e r s . But what 
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number of actual votes can be imput­
ed to.'the N.P. in this:.election? I t 
i s a matter of simple ar i thmetic: 

I960: 52.3$. of 90.3% of 1,800,848" 
electors - 850,458 

1961: 55.8% of 77.75% of 1,823,000 
electors = 790,899. 

Thus the National Party, though i t s 
percentage has increased, has l o s t 
nearly 60,000 vo te r s . The only rea­
son t h i s has not been a p p a r e n t i s 
that the U.P. has los t even more: 

I960: 4 7 M of 90 .% of i;800,848 
electors = 774,775 . ' 

1961: 44.2% of .77.75% of 1,823,000.-
e lectors = 626,483. 

U.P. Abstentions 

Thus, where the Nationalists have 
lost nearly 60,000 voters, the U.P. 
has lost more than 150,000/ The N.P'.. 
rs victories over the U.P., as well 
as the overall swing in percentage 
votes, appear to have been due not 
to any significant number of voters 
changing their minds, but rather to 
a vast number deciding to abstain. 
Few former U.P. supporters voted for 
the N.P. '— large numbers abstained. 

Likewise, many former N.P. support­
ers could not face voting U.P. — 
they, too, expressed their dissatis­
faction by abstaining. In I9605 only 
9.7 per cent, of the electorate ab­
stained; in 1961 the percentage was 
more than double: 22.25 per cent. 

So great a number of abstentions 
is unprecedented — in 1958, abstent­
ions were only 8.4 per cent. Exhaust­
ion at voting three times in four 
years is not enough to explain so 

great a change. Rather it indicates 
a great hesitancy among those who, 
till now, have reliably voted U.P* 
They have lost confidence in the 
U.P. The last thing they want to 
do is vote N.P.,. or .even National 
Union. In most constituencies they 
have no opportunity to vote Progres­
sive, so they abstain. 

Paradoxically, the effect of these 
abstentions has been to increase 
Nationalist majorities. But these 
increased majorities are in no way 
indicative of increased support for 
the National Party. They can be 
completely explained as abstentions 
by former U.P. . votersj and thus, 
very paradoxically indeed, it is 
the Progressives who can take most 
comfort from these increased major­
ities. 

Moral Triumph -

The moral triumph of the Progres­
sive? needs no emphasising. T h e i r 
t o t a l vote, plus that of the Liberals, 
was more than 70,000 — close enough 
to the 73,000 "Yes11 majority at the 
referendum to make i t clear tha t 
Liberal and Progressive sentiments 
noitf inspire enough electors to give 
the Progressive Party p i v o t a l im­
portance. In the Johannesburg area, 
no U.P. majority over a Progressive 
exceeded, three f igures . Only a very 
s l ight change in opinion could give 
the Progressives half-a-dozen MPs. 

Furthermore, the election has a-
chieved something jus t ..as import­
ant -.- i t ha s made p r o g r e s s i v e 
opinion respectable for the f i r s t 
time in South Africa. The support 
of the Rand Daily Mail throughout 
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the campaign and Of the Star in i t s 
f inal stages, the resul ts in a l l Jo­
hannesburg ! s wealthiest and socia l ­
ly most desirable a r e a s have made 
voting Progressive what Nancy Mitford 
would ca l l a ! ,U-indicator , ! . Upper-
class usage'has., been v i n d i c a t e d by 
upper-class, practice^ t h e opinion-
leaders have voted Progressive/ and 
the spread of their sentiments -to the 
U.P. ! s main, roots of s t r e n g t h , the 
middle-income English-speaking vot­
ers , wi l l follow. 

Radical Platform 

The las t - t ime the Liberals fought 
Hillbrow (Leslie Cooper, 1954) they 
got 669 v o t e s ; in 1958 t h e i r vote 
reached four figures in only one seat 
out of the t h r e e t h e y contes ted. 
Since then the i r p o l i c y has become 
much more advanced. That, fighting 
on a platform of f,0ne man, one vote", 
Mary Walker could get 1,300 votes in 
Hillbrow, and Randolph Vigne 1,100 
in so d i f f i cu l t a cons t i tuency as 
Constantia, indicates that the Liber­
a l s , whose policy in 1953 was about 
itfhat the- Progressive policy i s now, 
have gained rather than los t support 
in sp i te of adopting an uncompromis­
ing policy of u n i v e r s a l suffrage. 
The Progressives have the i r feet on 
the same road— and i t seems plau­
s ible that as they follow the Liber­
a l s along i t , t he i r support will grow 
greater , not l e s s . 

Sieg zum Tode 

The National Party is celebrating 
its victory. In 1942,. when the Ger­
man Army was calibrating its Russian 
triumphs, a catchphrase in Germany 
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was "Wir s i e g e n uns zum Tode1' (Me 
are winning ourse lves t o d e a t h ) . 

This e lect ion has, in large mea­
sure, k i l l ed t h e U n i t e d p a r t y 
(though i t may be a l o n g t i m e 
dying) . But, i f having held an e-
lect ion eighteen m o n t h s early to 
ensure the most favourable r e su l t , 
the National Party can do no better 
than lose nearly 60,000 v o t e r s — 
then, perhaps, another "v ic to ry n 

would k i l l i t as well.-

L I B E R AO. 0 P I N 1 0 N : 

At its 1961 National Congress, 
the Liberal Party of South Afri­
ca decided to produce a regular 
commentary on South African and 
African affairs. 

It is being sent to South Afri­
can and oversea newspapers, to 
the representatives of foreign 
governments, to the United Na­
tions, to members of the Liberal 
Party itself, and to any indivi­
duals or organizations, in South 
Africa or oversea, who would like 
to receive it.: 

The venture is being modestly 
launched, but it is the editors1 

hope that they may be able to 
improve the quality of the pro­
duction shortly, as well as to 
increase the f requency with which 
the journal is to appear. 

Articles in this publication 
may be freely reproduced in part 
or in whole ,xd.th ackowledgement. 


