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REFORT OF BLAC THEOLOGY COMYERENCE
AT YiCA, EPEMDALE,
PIETERMARITZOURG Ui LITH- 16TH
FEDRUARY, 1973.

The main purpose of this conference was outlined in a :J‘.rc;sllr bearing the
title, "Black Theolosy Agency - A Proposal™. It wes also slaborated (nm an
introductory paper to the conference, giving a brief history of the past of
the Black Theology Droject, end vhat matters led to the need to have it as an
independent project, not connected with any particular organization. Thus the
purpose of the conference vas to form and establish some independent structure
which would see to the continuation of the work of Black Theology. Host
important about such a structure, a Black Thﬂlm Agency was that {t would
setve &3 an co-ordinator of all work done by varfous groups, vhile at the same
time being the main body in the conducting of resesarch and the propagarion of
Black Theclogy as a whole.

The circular also called upon various black organisations and seminaries to
co-operate towards meking the proposed agency a success. This could be done by
undertaking to join hands in the moral and financial sponsorship of tha agency,
as vell as being represented in ths agency's sanagement committee.

A mmber of consultations with these organisations indicated that, although sost
of them saw this as the most logical step towards the advancement of Black
Theology, they werc not yet ready to identify themselves fully with the
requirements of the proposal. For one thing, the matter still had to be put

to the annual conferences of the organisations before a final decision could be
made., Most of the seminaries, however, felt that soms of the requirements ~
were in opposition to their Christian principles, e.g. sending only black
dalagates to the conference. All the same, they all promised to send delegares.



THE PROCRNIE

The conference was larjely dovoted to comsidering the proposal om a Black

Theology Agency. Ao introductory paper was read by the organiser, followed
by a pesper on "Black Theology: Its Zcope In Zouth Africa™by Cr. M. Burhelezi,
The group discussions which followed focussed rheir attention on:

The Structure and Functions of ths Agency. :
Programming and Rela*ionships with other orpanisations. '.
Finance and Administrarioa.

- Encounter with.organica’ions comsulred in connection with the
sponsorship of the Agency.

L]

These vere followed by useful plenary sessions which culminated in the adoptiom
of the proposal with only a few amendments, and the election of a {ive-aan
committee to work on l.hl.'l'l.-_ﬂdlt ions of the conference.

The conference closed with high hopes for the future after lunch on the
156th February, 1971].

Mokgethi Motlhabi
Organiser



INTRODUCTORY _ PAPER
1hab

The Dissolution of the University Christian Movement and the need for en
Independent Black Theology future strucrure. '

In & ht‘hl! history of the University Christian Movement, given in the

Black '72 and Alternatives '72 Conferenmce reports - Wilgespruit, July 1972 .
certain matters arc enumercted which led to the dissolution of UCM, and thus

the need to look anew at its projects and to plan for their future. The report
states that "By the time of the Eston Conference in 1971 the UCH had .....

become 2 federation of projects. On the white students's side emerged the

_ Women's Liberation end the White Consciousness projects. Alongside the black
student, Black Theology and Literacy projects ......." The Women's Liberation
had left the UCH shortly after this (Eston) conference. The White Comsclous-
_ness Project and the two black projects carried on with it until its dissolutioa.
As the former did not intend to continue as & project after the 1972 conference,
it was incumbent upon the directors of the two remaining bleck projects to

look iato the future of their own projects.

The purpose of this paper (s to outline briefly vhat messures were taken
specifically in regard to the future of Black Theology after this conference.
Bafore I proceed to do so, however, let me explain shortly whatr it was thac,
or what prevailing cttitudes, contributed to the dissclution of irs sponsor-
body, the lhlfinur Christian Movesent,

Stace the formstion of SASO by the block students® caucus st a UO! conference
in 1969, there haos 2lways been a cry among black students for polarisation
hﬁiﬂ black and wvhite students orgenisations and their respective student
and community projects. This was seen to be necessary and inevitable in view
of the fact that the blacks involved as sombers of these orgonisations never
secmed to succeed in moking themselves hecrd as to their needs and aims, both
as students and as victims of an oppressive system. In the UCH in particular,
the vhites were such more prone to lay stress on tha religious aspect of the
movement, without seriously stopping to consider the relevance of - religioa to
the practical situstion in South Africa, p‘nnlmllrlr as far as the blacks are
concerned ., - RERT
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It wvas argued that =5 wvhites were by tie very virtue of their colour

entitled to a privileged position in the South African society, be they
die-hard verkrampte or liberzl, .they could not really knov or experience

what {t means to be black im this country. Thus their sttitude towards

blacks could not help being that of impatlence or condescension and pity.

A _iitl withdrawcl of blacks from whites wcs, therefore, necessary as an
sttempt ct solving their problem. By temporarily ;zlanin; their ;uih. the
blacks would find a chance to orgonise themselves end to consclidate themselves
in a spirit of Black Solidarity and uli-uurtln-n and identity, It was hnp-ld
that by this whites would be brought to see the p-ulnt end to bo able to accept
the blacks as they are: not that blacks are clemourin: for acceptance by whites.
The policy of polarisation cs adopted by blacks is not an end in itself but
seans to an end. Mutual relctions demand that we should sccept and respect one
snother's humanity end dignity without any feeling of coersion or condescemsion.
Thus the door to communicotion would remain closed until whites were ready to
megotiste with blecks om en ‘equal platiorm. But whether they finally come to
their senses or not, it was entirely their owm 'baby'., The blaciks would
continue to do their own thing undeterred, vhether the whites liked it or mot.

This move by SASO and by some of the blacks within UCHM itself did not leave

msost of the multi-raclal orgenisations unaffected, But particularly the UOM
vas the most perceptive to the demand, as it had always been the mors
symspathet {c of these organisations towards the black min's cause. As a p-ult
white involvement in black projects became more and more irrelevant and uncalled
for. It was finally in view of this that black and white projects (n UCM vere
polarised (cf. sbove ). However, the fact that these projects wers still rua by
s su'ti-racial organisation, with & multi-racizl council and executive to :
determine policy,mccnt that these projects were still not free of wvhite inf]lvence
and tendencies, and, mtlr. possible irreclevance to blacks, It also
seemed illogical that the movement should still remain as sulti-racial afrer
the philosophy it had tacitly accepted and was expressing in its polerisatiocnm
of projects. Furthersore, the fact that a project such as literacy was also
run by SASO, UOM's continual involvement im it could only mecsn an unnecessary
duplication of icsues, vhich could only serve to confuse the black people, |
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¥ith regard to Black Theology, at its second General Studerts Council (CSC) -
UNB, July 1971 - SASO eclected a commission on Black Theclogy to {nvestigate
its (BT) possible, future structure and scop- of operation. This comaission
consisted of black ministers ard theologians from veriou:s demominations.
Already this wes an indicztion that SASD considered even Black Theclogy's
present existence under UCH o8 serely sccidental and undesirable. In
Decesber of thtm year tha 3SAS0 executive met with the tvs Black Theology
officials of UCH to discuss the future of this project. SAS0's view was that
it should become an indcpendent project, run by neither of the two prganisstions
but by & separate black commission of theologlans,, An agrecmsrt ud.i reachad
that both SAS) and the UCH would co-sponsor th-hfnrthmin' !l;cf Thlnlnﬂr
Conference in July, 1972, Here Plack Theclogy would prcbebly be declcored
independent, ead its future modus operandi determimd,

Unfortunately, this did not materialise, as SAS0 would hove preferred an

¢ :lusive Black Thoology Conference, mot esbracing the whole of UOL Trere
must have been sooe misunderstanding regerling this conference, bowever.

The motion of the dissolution of UCH woes going to be passed ot L{t., end go all
the mesbers were cuvp-osed to come togethor as a whole to discuss thiz issue,
Only cfter d’-solu*ion would conference ba divided {nto e:clusive Blacli: '72
end Alternatives '72 [or blerks and vhitrs respectively. '

Accordingly, a future datc v-= dctormired for another joiat SAS0 - Black Theology
Tooject Coaference. 1 ca. Rarwedszd lhﬂﬂ:;m Orzan{ser - S/5C) were co=mi-
ssioted to work togother or {t., This confersncy wes to toks place in Movember
1972. Bowecver, afrer furthsr consideration beivecn oe, Hr. Banaie Fhoega,
represent ing the Black ‘Emn:l‘.tr Progra=mes, an Steve Bio, in place of both
SASO and BCP, it become :hcmrr.tn'r to pn:lﬁtp;un- the confe:r:nce to February, 1971.
It h-l become cvident durins a mthnuuﬁ tour cnertaken by =e -nd thae Rev.
Tshenkeng late in Acgust that this conference would not be fully reprccentative
a8 a result of other engagerents on the pzrf of most of 1 proapective
perticipeats, In =ny case, this postponeneat . ¢ acvadteges for us as well,

as 1t meant mgre time for further plaaning, organising end sotivating.

L
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But it also meant prolonging imactiom on the pert of the project, the more so

due to leck of funds and uncerteinty regarding the future. This time Stove
was asked to Teprescnt both BCP and SASO, and work with se towards this
conference. This is hov the proposal for 3 Black Theology Agency was arrived
“I

Seversl recsons ncdc this proposal necessary, or the nced to look 3t some
similar structure for the devel spmcnt and prnp.:;:ttu?rd Black Theology.
Whereas at its infont ctzges 13 South Africe Black Theology wes solely
dependent on UC{': sponsorship for its work, by 1972 there w > alreecy a
aumber of bodics inrerected in it, discussing it at their conferences ~nd
setting up special commissions for 1t. In sost coses these bodies hod no
links whotsoever with the founder and chief sponsor-body - The Black Theolo
Project of the University Christian Movement. As 2 result a lot of ra:nd-:-

and unco-ordincted resecrch was going on. The danger posed by this multiplicity
of work and approcach was that there would soon be rivalry end £ lot of
confuslon end contradiction; ond this wes sure to lead to the discrediting

of the whole sttempt ct Black Theology. It wes with o view to combatting this,
ahd the desire for & oure co-ordinsted and extensive attempt at research,

that this proposal for 2 Black Theology Agency was arrived at. lts funct Llons
were envisaged to Se:-

1. the co-ordination of all work done in the field of Bleck Theology.
2. to provide some background matertial relating to Block Theclogy
in South Africa.
3, to conduct vhotever research (s necessary in this fleld, viz,
a. biblical interpretztion by theologians
b. vays and means of sioplifying the {dez for
the ordinary mcn in the street,
¢. compilation of courses for incorporatiom into
theological training

d. etc. etc.
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4. to plan courses for refresher soainars
5. to plan Black Theology publications
6. to maintain the necessary high academic standard in
 Black Theology. (cf. the Proposal).

1t is expected that this proposel will have been recd ond studied during the
last three months that went before this conference, We have now reached the
stage vhere we are to look seriously into the future of li‘:c: Theology in its
light., JMeedless to say, Black Theclogy Ls here to stay, and there i3 no need

to start asking ourselves now whether it is worth the trouble we are taking

or mot, So, rather than treat it lightly, and perhaps scormfully, es the

sormal fashion of he day, ¢or engage Ln -qml-rhl‘.-_: as to vhich of the organisati{~~
that bave taken patt Ln it has the rightful claia to it, let us formulate 4
constructive suggestions vith & view to joining hands together towards the
success of its quest: the black man's true understanding of Cod's revelatios,
which will liberate him from his present plight.

The responsibility of theologians in this regard (s well noted, and it iz for
this conference to determine how it sees their part in the rest of this quest.
la the past, students who heve shoun interest in Black Theology have been
sccused of interfering in & field vhich is not theirs, But it is useless to
bleme 8 young man who 18 keen for the truth and understancing {f you are not
able to help him out, Are we it accused, all the same, Lf we stay clear of
the Church for lack of this self-same understanding? Further, this keenness
only serves to confirs that theologising arises from practical experiencs,

mot only from mere theorising end the conservetisa and pedantry of some of our
present doy ainisters end theologians, Hare, now, is an opportunity for our
theologiens to prove themselves, and to help restore Cod to our people, who
died with the coming of the missionary and is still being crucified in the
hands of some of our own black brothers.

The tesponsibility of the now-defunct UCH in Black Theology ends at this
conference, znd, it is hoped, not for the worse but for the better.



V0.

You will sppreciate that this proposal is only & poirn: of view end: expresses
only one of the meny ways towcrds & sound sclution, However, we would like
to assure you that after consideration of severcl solutions, we arrived at
the conclusion that it cppecred £o be the most suitable. As you have 2'so
had enough time to consider it, ve cdo hope that you hove been cble to patch
up vhere we hzve left out something, or to think of & m~h better solutionm,
Among the organisations we haove writtem to and spproacked in comnection with
this proposal nome hove committed thenselves or fully identified tm1?ﬂ
with it. A pumber have, nevertheless, agreed to its part-sponsorship. It is
our hope that most of them have sent represent:tives end thar, sfrer what is
going to pass at this conference, will reconsider their position even more
seriously. e J

‘In conclusion, 1 wvish to thenk end welcose you all for the pains you heve taken
to be vith us in these few days. It {s 3y hope that everyone of you will emjoy

his stay, and will be able to contribute and echieve from this coaference what

ba is hoping for.

Truth and Understanding be our motto. '



.

- 1t n S.A.
Dr, M, Buthelezi

Unfortunately, this brilliant exposition could not be availeble to the
conference, as Dr. Buthelezi{ was condensing a series of lectures he gave whilst
overseas. He divided his field into ) categories, viz. Raligious, Political
end Zconomic. He hod intended dealing with the social espect as well, but ran
out of time.

ln the Religious sphere he emphasised the "goodness™ of things which he

explained was given to all creation. Apparently in today's interpretation
theologi-ns dwell much in the goodness of things, that i3 why people have

less regerd for human life ond more for meterial thin‘:. Another point ha
brought up was the point of “wholesomeness™ of life end how Black people believed
in this concept. It is why, he says, there were no set days of worship;

no distrinction between “secular” end "religious”, and betwveen "church"and

the "world". Blacks looked ot life in its totality end wholesomeness.

On the political front the pspsar dealt with the realities of the poverlessness
of Blacks, though man had been given cominion over creatirn. Being dominated,
the Black man found it difficult to exarcise his dominion over creationm -

this being the recson for the apparent "backwardness” of the 77 "-"= in
technology. Also coming out of the poper wos the fact I the aissionary

idea of conquest, They might not hove sought politiccl conquest, but it
became an important and vitel cog in their Christian missionm.

The question of providence case out in the light of the abject poverty of
blecks in this country, This wes an i{llustretion of the economic irrelevance
of theology os practiced mow. God took an ective interest in man's welfare,
and communal ism is found practiced in the Bible, Dr, Manss mentioned that
labour was dignified but in our country black “asbour was being exploited.

After this peper groups were set up to discuss three questions, viz.:
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1, Why is there a need for Black Theology.
2, HBow does your Blackness affect your Christion experience. B
3. Do you think the sermons preached in the Church relate to the |

problems people experience in deily life?

The groups were almost 2ll agreed on the need for Black Theology seeing that
ve need & theology relevent to our situation and mot 2 “transplant™. It was
felt Black Theclogy wes needed to make Teligion kcep sbreest with tfe
resvekening of the Black people. Other sphercs, e.g. political and

sducat ional had been taken carc of by bodies like B.P.C. and SASO etc.

On the gquestion £¥Tenk experience the l“l felt thet their Blackness
enhances their Christicn faith in that it ockes thea grapple with the day to
day probleass sccordingly. Blackness does not aliencte people froa Cod, but
drews theam even resrer. It wvas largely felt that sermons do not relate to
:ﬂﬂ' life experiences becouse they tended to be abstroct and highly historiecal.
-I.ﬁ dominat ion in theologlcal institutions wes seen as stifling free
theological thinking., Ministers wers sccused of having & highly professional

spproach to their congregations.
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BLACK THEOLOGY AGENCY - A PROPOSAL

1nt roduct 4on:

Black Theology is now & topic which has been on the agenda of aany theological
discussion groups for the past two years in this country., In a sense, Black
Theology perhaps more than any innovation in our times has been subject to
the greatest criticisa predictebly from the multiracial churches in South
AMrica and yet to the young blacks, to the black priest ond minister with a
genuine social m:iﬁw-. to those in bondage and to the pre¥ent. theological
student, Black Theology offers an attraction that can only be explainad in
terms of its ismedicte sppeal to relevance to effairs not only of the soul but
also of the body Ln which that soul is enccsed. This, beyond anything else
makes it sbsolutely necessary for us to investigate further the true -.nn.ln.
and significance of Black Theology. .

L)

Scope of Interest in llgg.ﬂmlm

Black Theclogy is & vorld-wide phenomenon. lts essence finds expression
throughout the world vhere there ere black people. Like In so mony other
fields, in the fleld of religion, black people cre beginning to :uk rather
ssbarressing questions to their former tutors about the message that the Bible
has for them. Black people are genarclly rejecting cuthoritarian interpre-
tations meent for them ond are busy looking for answers using their own
interpretation. .
Throughout Africa, African theological concepts are being re-examined to find
out 1f in fact they were not hastily discarded in favour of a mew approach
backed up by _uns., Theologiens are finding it embarassingly difficult to
explaip the sase with vhich some religious beliefs and practises werc dismissed
as superstition especially in the light of what they know abour Christisaity.
Bence they are involved in a hug operetion - to sradicate imprisoaing not ions
from the Christian religion so that its message for them in their situstioa can
be discovered. ‘
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The same is the ccse vith the United States where grest theclogians are
hqimlq'tu emerge froa the ranks of the black pecple. These are people

of great stoture (n the eyes of the i:l;ut world beczcuse for once they are
decling with the hitherto unexplcined ground of the relstionship between the
black men and Cod. They arc talking about an oppressed men in this world and
 bow God ulatu to him, Black people have heard encugh of the-world beyond.
Christ nﬂ'-: said "man does mot live by bread™. Instead Lt wos, "Man does

mot live by bread alone™. Black Theology then secks clso to provide the body
with the brecd so theat it msy be nourished well enough to be a suitzble residence

for a proper soul.

In South Africa this reswckening, this cz2ll for Block Theology was initizlly p
sounded by the University Christien Movement. UCH noted thot there wes 2 need
for & special portfolio to populorise the idec amongst ministers and theologicsal
students. To date this topic has been touched on by so many organisetions that
some sort of co-ordination is needed to achieve progress.

Organisations like the Interdenoainational Africen Ministers' Assoclation of
Southern Africa (IDAMASA), African Independent Churches Association of S.A.
(AICA), South Africen Students' Organisation (SASO) and Bleck Community
Programmes, are all interested in the field of Black Theology and some have
put aside resecrch funds to look further into the nature of need and scope

for Black Thnlun:. Latest additions to those interested are the theclogical
colleges end semincries as evidenced by the week long discussions held at
Mapusulo in September, 1972,

Need for 3 Black Theology Agency

Because of the rather haphazerd Il'u.hl.nn in wvhich the idea of Black Theology
48 being hendled (a South Africa, it hes often been difficult to use & uniform
barometer by which to measure the progress made in this field. Then also, a
danger exists ghat people may lose the all-isportant proper relstiom to a
sound scriptural basis. Moreover one feels that if all the energies and
fisances now belng debited to research by each organisation were to be
summoted and put towards a common effort, & lot more ground could be covered
and battar results achieved.



15,
Eavisaged structure of cgency

The structure being described here {5 purely a suggestion and any finsl
decisions will be arrived at by the conference that shall discuss the
establishment of the cgency. Briefly it i3 suggested thet there should be
the following broad divisions:- |
- an honorary achagemcnt comnittee

= o permanently employed staff

- an ﬁl‘-‘ldllh:fm;ﬂn:h teaa (alsc honorary)

Ihe sancgement comnittee shcll comsist of:

(a) representctives from each of the sponsoring bodies (gnc each)
(b) representatives slectod at conference on oerit basis. Out »f
these & an executive shall be create’

(c) the Director of the staff who shall act as cx officio secretary
to the sanagement comaittee.

The staff of the agency shall consist inicially of two people - 2 Director

and en assistant., The staff will be in charge of the functiomal aspects of

the agency including planning and isplementation of progrommes cs decided

upon by conference. They will be free to act on any recommendations aade by one
or the other of the sponsoring bodies and also by the academic study group.

The gcadcaic/research team will consist of 2 permanent thﬂlu:ﬂ:nl -ﬂ.ud:r g up
appointed by conference. The conference will suggest a list of nemec to be
approached by the staff, All replacements vill be made by the asnagement
cosmittee subject to ratification by conference. The participants will come
from black theological suthorities together with any other lay persons that
the conference approves of,
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The suprems policy ucking body for the Agency will be tha Black Theology
- Conference which chall oeet once 2 year, Represemtation at the conference
will be o8 follows:-

(a) § ;tpru-ntnr.hu from each of the sponsoring bodlies

(b) associste members {i.e. those prepared to spomsor the progromme
on a parsonal bosis). e

(c) reprusentatives >f other non-sponsor interested organisations
{mo wote)

{(d) other observers (lb vote)

ip of the == |
It has beean decided to cpproach the following groups to sponsor the project:-
VARIOUS CIROIES _ o
LDAMASA il
AlCA :
LUTHERAI THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
FEDERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMIMARY
ST. BEDES COLLECE
ST. PETERS COLLICE
OTHER SDONARLIZS
SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS' CRCANISATION
BLACK COMMIMITY PROCRAMMES '
Y.W.C.A,
Y.M.C.A,
LAY ECUMRNIICAL CENTRE
S.P.0.B.A,
ASSECA

The sponsorship will imvolve the following points:

- finonciol bocking on & basis decided upon by conference

- co-operation with progrommes designed by the steff of the agency
i.e. in the case of refresher courses, sysposia, discussion groups,

semincrs, estoblishment of libreries etc.
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It is for this reassom therefore that a perscnent Black Theology igency
is baing suggestod. The functions of this agency would be:-

- to co-ordinate all work done in the field of Black Theclogy
in South africa,
- to provide all interested people with background material
relating to the field ::! Black Theology. —
- to conduct vhatever ressarch thet may be necessary in this field
i.e. (a) biblical interpretation by experts .
(b) ways and means of simplyfying the idea for
popular mass understanding
(c) compilation of courses for Incorporstion into
theclogical treining
(d) etc.

- to plan courses for refrecher seninars.

- to plan publications relevant to the field of Black Theology.

= to maintain the mecesscry high academic standards. releting to
definitions, propagation stc. of Black Theology.

e —— —— .
It 1s envisaged that all BIBCK organisations that are interested in Black
Theology &s & study and project will relinquish their interests to this
mev agency. It is also envisaged that the agency will be run completely
by black people and sponsored morzlly and financiglly by cll thes c-ponisatiom
ment {oned here {.e. IDAMASA, AICA, SEMIMARLES, SASC, ASSECA, BLACK COMMIMITY
PROGRAMMES, LAY.ECMENICAL CENTRE cond others that may exprecs interest., The
details of structural reletionships will be deslt with below but the point here
to be mede {s to state thet this is a field in which black people are interested
and therefore as wide & representation of black interests as possible should be
solicited in the governing bodies of this project.



18,
It is suggested thot coch of the sponsoring organisations should vote no
less than R100 (preferably such more) towerds the project ecch year, b
ceiling should be ploced on the contribut. 1. Those who can are encoursged

to vote much sore townrds malntencnce of the project.
L

Plans towards the projesct

r-'—'n.
The present ;lons for the project are celculated torculminate (n & conference

to be held at Edendcle on the 13th to lbth February, 1971,

Each ur;uluu&“‘n is askad to discuss the proposzl and to acrive at certain
conclusions so 28 to be able to participate fully ond positively 2t the e
conference. All the organisations being approached to be co-sponsors to the

project will be invited to the conference to help establish the agency.

Two men will undertcke a tour of the country to discuss the settir; of the
project with the orgeaisations mentioned here cnd with other individucl .
theologians who are being approcched to gttend the conference.

It must be understood that this is & project for black people. All the
semineries that train block clergy which are now being csked to be part
sponsors of the project are requested to send to the conference only
representatives from their blaeck staff.

Conclusions

These suggestions incorporated in this document are a result of consultation: —
smongst a mmber of organisstions and individusls who are concerned with the
growth and spread of Bleck Theology in Somth Africa. Motebly Black Theology
Project as set up by the now defunct UCH has omede the greatest contribution

in this area. '

Out of their discussions with individual theologians, with the South Hrl:ﬂ:.n
Students' Orgenisation end with the Blech Community Progrommes who have rocenmtly
held two conferences of Church lecders, it became clear that the need now being
exprecsed in this document was most acute.
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Black Church leaders throughout the country are roquested to heed this call
and to be pocitive In their reaction,

MOM 1S THE MOMENT FOR US TO ACT!!

Mokgethi Mot lhabli
Steve Biko

Following this paper, the following three questions were dealt with in groy

discussions.
1. The retioncle behind the proposal
2. The Structure of tha Agency

3. TE- funct fons of the Agency

CROUP 1 - Tho Rationcle behind the Proposal

Rev. M. Mokhaye presented the report for Group 1. He started by ¢ jleining
what the group understood by the phraose “the rotionale behinc the proposal®™.

—Por the group-this peont the purpose and philosophy underlying the vhole
outlay of the proposzl. This was found to be:-

1.7 te co-ordinste, cosmand end control the various efforts made by
many groups towards the thriving and propagation of Black TheoloZy.

2., to maintain continuity in the gquest for liberation.

3. to avert the danger of losing the acripturacl basis of life which
is the natural result of false and irrelevant {mterpretations of
the Word of GCod.

4. The poolingy of all our resources, viz. personcl, intellectu
financial, etc., for the better understanding of the Gospel.

5. focussing and planning for the future of Black Theology.



A the plenary session seriouc attent lon was paid to the first roint, which
impressed some members - suggesting "censorship™ even of perzonal opilnion.
It waz felt that people must not be hompered froa doing thelr own thing es |
as the Agency was thoer: to keep the omssage in check, Various ¢ lanations

indicated thet thiz s exaxtly whit was secont,
r_'_l
GROUP 2 - The Structure of the Agency

The group generally exroed with the ctructure l2id out by the proposzl with
the following re-ommendetion:

That theological colleges be usod a: seed-beds in which Black
Theolog 13 to thrive, L.e. the students there are to have :n
opes mind end koep themselves as such informsed es poczible =hout
what (s poin: on in the field of Black Theology.

Ll B - The Functions of the Asency

The group sdopted the functions 3s _‘ven in the propo~a. and sugg=stes the
following a~cni-wnts:. :

- that tha phrase “in South Africa™ e doleted froa the clouce,
“ta co-ordinare all work done in the fisld of Black Theology
in South Mrica.”

- that to the phrase "biblical interpretation by experts be ad-ded™.

13 ecumenisa™.

With regard to the first amendment the house felt that (t wes g-ite proper
to say thet co-ordinction must be dora of all work (n 5, Africc, This wes
more so in vizs of the fect that our situction (c quite unigue and, although
ﬁthrilg,:‘ "= in Black Theology =ay be use” to he'p and improve it, they cannot
truly be oode part of our situation.
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The second asendmcnt wos not properly understood, though (t wasg generally
felt to be li_itting,

PROGRAMMING AND RELATIOMSHIPS WITH OTHER ORGAINISATIONS

— e AT IR VIRER USLAVISALLORS
CROUP 1

l. The Black Theclogy Agency must organise seminars at fnﬂtunnt end/or reglonal
level. :

2. It sust keep end maintain contact with young people. There must be student
representation (n tha Agency,

3. It must give attention to publications.

4. It sust run projects like litercey, T

3. It must also organise fund-raising sc that it can be Lndependent. .

6. It must also give attention to worship, e.g. the liturgy.

7. It must also establish workshops.

GROUP 2

The group dealt in passing with the fields that the Agency should cover 1.e.
it sust n:-rur all wclks of man's 1ife (social, religious, polirical, economic
educational etc.) It wes felt that the Agency should engage in long end short
term programs.

Short term
1. Seminars ond Conferencas: Black Theology Agency must organise at least two
regional seminars, | national seainar end one national conference per year.

2. Pyblications: Under publications cocme things like pemphlets, tapes, slides
etc, It was agroed that Agency must organise o quarterly magczine ond

occasional books from papers delivered £t seminars and/or conference.
3. The agency should interest itself in Literacy.
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4, Lecturcs: Proainent speckers and knowledgeable people should be
iovited to eddress seminars, conferences and congregations.

5. Theetre: The agency should encourage the spread of Bleck theology by making
use of church drama groups etc. - '

The meeting generally cgreed on many of these points but some pecple volced
misgivings at hoving the programme mor: "adtion" - inclined than "research®
inclined, This, it was felt, would place limitetions om the Agency and also
that therc were other “actiasn™ organisations who were doing tKis properly.
Croup 2 had found thet their progromse was governed by the fact thar Black
p-;n-ph wented Liberation, and thercfore Bleck theology should answer to this
need. It wos sgreed Elacks wonted to shoke off the psychclogical and physice!
oppression, and in the true Christ sbuld, Block Theology should address this
need, -

The cne long term itea, educatlionel tcurs, did not cooe out clearly and vas not
ventilated encugh.

h!gt ionships

- There vas healthy disagreesent on the point of spelling out attitudes to other
organisations, as this hed & tendency of slienzting other people even before
much ground had becn covered, Others felt it wcs more advantegeous to spell out
your stand as this hod the effect of giving respectatility to the organisations,
and also helped in determining policy. But all i(n 2ll the g~ ‘ps were agreed
that the Agency would co-operaste with any organisation having siailar ideals
and objectives.
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FINANE A0 ADMINISTRATION

There were two gmoups to discuss finance and administration. These weare not
done in detail, as the groups were already pressed for time. The grecter part
of the work was relegatcd to consideration by the interis committee.

Fimance

Only the question of the salery for the director was treated., The enmual
salary for *.c Director was estimated at R}, 600, on ntuh‘:: to be added
fringe benefits to be considered by the comnities. At this stage the following
mot fon wes possed: - |

That this House motiag:-
I. the immensity of the task facing the Black Theology Agescy
2. the fluldity of the p ‘tion in that it is for three years,
subject to review at the end of the tem.
3. the high qualifications end obligations facing the Director,

Therefore resolves:-
1. to make his basic salary R}, 600 p.z.
2. that benefits be excluded froa this amount.
3. thet the executive be charged with the duty of finding out
how much, and peying out [ringe benefits of the Director.

Mover: Ben J. Langa
Seconder: C., Mokoditos

Admtntstrotion

The groups adopted what Ls said in the proposal and recommended further
exsminat ion and the finishing touches to the interin committes.
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To round off Conference an Interim Committee was set up. Election wes by

secret ballot for the {ive-men committee consisting of:-

Dr. M. Buthelezt
Rev, M.M. Mckhaye
Rev, M. Xundu

Rav, RN, Magina

‘M. B. Ehoape

The following were strongly recocmended cs the chief tasks of the interis committee
—~

l. the interviewing of possible candidotes to serve as full tise
stoff of the Agency.

2. consultation of possible local sponsoring bocdies for the Agency.

3. to orgenise reglonal scalnars with a view to calling & national
conference within é sonths.

4. to lock se:ilously into the question of I[inding funds to pay out
salaries and to maintzin an office. They must drew an operctional
budget for the year.

5. arrange for the final national conference where the Agercy will

' finally be launched end office bearers elected.

Mr. M. Motlhabi was sppointed as Acting Dircctor for the Agency until the ~-xt
mational conference. '

The Conference cams to 8 close on Friday l6th February, 1973 efter lunch.

All in all, it was a fulfilling experience for many of the delegates present.
As the saying goes, Black Theology is here *o say: The Conferance hac set the
ball rolling, and from here there can be no looking back.



