WTHE PEZOPLES OF THE WORLD UNITED AGAINST APARTHEID FOR A

DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA" - SPEAKER FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC
MOVEMENT -- YOUTH

Tha South African Youth Congreee sends ite warmest greetings to the
International Democratic Movement at this Conference, and to the sole and
authentic People's Movement, the ANC, to which the entire democratic
movement in the country attaches great respect and honour for its T5 years

of hard and tireless struggle towards the liberation of the people of
South Africa.

The youth movement in the country, side by side with other democratic
farces, continues to rend-r the Botha-¥alan military junta ungovernable.

The evidence of this is the continued fear by the regime of the youth
movoment, which is manifested in the brutal -killing:, detentions, abductions
~nd torture of the youth by the Protoria regime.

The organisation of the youth has recently reached all corners in South
Africa. The urban, peri-urban and rural areas are injeoted with youth
antivities which the police and the army try — without success - to
tntally exterminate.

Tho formation of the civic associntions is but one of thoe many examples
»f the youth's commitment to ronder apartheid ungovernable. This forma-
tion has 8o undermined the government that altermotive structures

replacing puppet community councils came into existence.

The initiative of the youth in South Africa can also be seen with regard
to thair organisation of anti-apartheid recreational activities - such as
parks named ﬁftar the people's leaders and the pnﬂplati soccer clubs
changing names, etc. The production of drama and plays which are on a
mar with the revolutionary mood have become 1 continuous practice which
tha government has tried to goz and ban, but they still exist in
different forms.

The youth display a commitment to thc cause of the liberation of the

people by playing an active role in campaigns such as that to Save the
32 Patriots. We request the international community to support this

campaign, as the people waiting the hangman's day are actunlly innocent
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‘pacpla wne share the same feclings of human frecdom and dignity with

fionsumer boycotts, stayaways and other such related campaigns are
menned by the youth and, without doubt, thesc proved succeseful. The
formation of SRCs has becn one of the tasks the youth has to carry out
and disseminaie throughout the institutions of learning in the country.
Zuwso formations have undermined the autherity of Pretoria's

»ducation system which is, of course, education for servitude.

To this ond the quostion of people's education became an important
damand. |

The youth strongly fouszht and opposed tha age-group system in achools
whizh the apartheid education depariment wanted to impose..The students
fausht and are still fighting for the "doora of learning and culture

ty be opened?’, as the clause of the Freedom Charter EltlllhtGB-

It is without doubt possible to aay that the youth movement contributed
40 ~ushing the movemmont to declare the latest emergency, which is being
uead in try and wipe out any form of youth antivity in the country.

T3 sta%tu of emergency, still in force, has boen the ~over under which the
virscious and spine=chillinz activities of the South African police,
nacurity police and SADP - including the notorious, unscrupulous
#itskonstabels -- have become the order of the day.

T witchh-hunt on youth activieta has led to the displacement of the
wouth who have become roefugees within their own country.

Thiz hne farthor led to assault and other formes of bharassment by the
kitskonstobale to the families of the youth activities. The witch=hunt has
further destroyed the parent—child relationship of the home situation.

Tme etudent movement found itself clamped down in sohool as well as inm higher
institutime °f learning oxperioncing armie®  inside their campusses.
Tr.: army hae BHecome part of the administration and staff in sume cases.

The occupation of the university of the North by the S\DF for more than a
yaar ie o good example of the clamp on activists in institutions of learning.
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liany of the student activist had to choose the hardest rond i.e. abandoning
the aducation careger, ‘Thisz in itself continuee to perpetuate illiteracy
wanich the Botha regime deliboratdlybut subtly wish to achieve. The brutal
killing of SRC leader Caiphus Nzola brought shock waves to the student
movarent and threatened other student activists already on the run.
liothods of defence are being doviced.

The Protoria Oovernment continues with its policy of pacifying the youth
activity by crganizing the youth under the disguise of holiday camps cr
trips to train the youth how to shoot and further hrainwash them in

Anti-UDF and Anti-Democratic movement - as o whole —~sgkills, The  youth

dre hare further mde to turn into informers forthe government.

The offer of omployment hy the government, taking advantage of the high
unamploymont rate, and their offer of tempting renumeration and security ha:
led to many youth who are unable to attend schoolsa falling for recruitment
into the army. This pracitice is prevalent in the Dantustans of rural areas
wiich are the reserves of exploitable labour; although this tried to

}4-ride the youth and actually sow encmity, many of those reecruited,
ronlising how they are used asminst thoir people, ended up escaping from
army camps. Tho kwo.Ndebele oase is an axample of youth who after realising
tlicir alienation from the community decided to quit the K D Force. These
~orrades are a8till soght te this doy.

fonrode Choirmn, all these reflect the situation which the Pretoria govt.
finds itscl? in and thus resort: to brutality end tyranry to defend the already
fying apartheid system. It is the brutality of the forcos in power which
rdo the demoeratic forcesfeel that the time is not yet ripe under these
sarcumstances to go to the negotintion table. That the table on which nego-
tiaticns have to toke place is covered with the cloth of blood of the

~gorle whose ideas and beliefs in the united and non-racist democratic South
Africe have to he represented.

ite struzgle shall continue and wvictory is certain.

Yivae 4G - Lmondla



	spe19871201.026.021.000b.p001-800
	spe19871201.026.021.000b.p002-800
	spe19871201.026.021.000b.p003-800

