WHAT IS UMTAPO?T

The Umtapo Centre Is a non governmental, education and community develop-
ment organisation that was established in 1987.
THE NAME

Umtapo is a Zulu word that encompasses a number of meani.ngs. Simply,
umtapo means a place where one can find something one needs m_order to be
informed or to improve one's knowledge or to be assisted in the achievement of
a goal.

THE SLOGAN

Umtapo Centre has adopted as it's slogan the apt saying: Free the mind, Free
the fand.

The slogan encapsulates the belief that before we can free ourselves from the
physical servitude we need to free ourselves mentally, i.e. we need to free our
minds fromt the lies and the misinformation that the ruling class has spread
which has caused us to lose our self-respect, our dignity and our seli-reliance.

Fundamental to all the centre's programmes, therefore, would be the develop-
ment of the spirit of self-reliance and independence amongst the oppressed and
the exploited peopile.

WHAT DOES UMTAPO OFFER
1. Resource Library

The resource library provides information on education, history, social, political
and economic theory, labour/irade unionism and training/resource material.
A wide range of relevant magazines and newspapers are aiso available.

The library is open for use by the community at a nominal annual membership
fee.
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2. Publications

The Centre produces a bi-monthly magazine, UMTAPO FOCUS, as well as
manthly bilingual {Zulu & English) advice booklets and education bulletins.

Papers delivered at seminars and conferences are also published.

3. Advice and Worker Education

Free advice and assistance on issues ranging from unfair labour practices to
maintenance claims are offered through the advice offices of the Cenlre

Worker education classes shail commence shortly

4. Literacy

Zulu and English literacy classes are presently being conducted by the Centre.
Relevent course material is also developed.

Training of facititators, and organising of seminars and workshops in the field of
literacy are future projects.
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BACKGROUND TO ILY 1990

At the end of 1987, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 1990 "'IN-
TERNATIONAL LITERACY YEAR" and requested that UnesZo take ceniral
responsibility, within the U.N. System, for preparing and hoiding the year.

Largely because of increased and improved provision of basic schooling, the
percentage of illiterates among the world’s adult population is gradually declin-
ing. from about one-third at the beginning of the 1970's, it has dropped to
approximately one quarter today, if present trends continue it may decline 1o
one-fifth at the turn of the century, but because of population growih, ha
absolute numbers of illiterate adults continue to grow, from some 760 miflion in
1970 to about 890 million today and - if current trends hold - possibly some 812
million in the year 2000.

Women are more affected than men: while about gne-fifth of men cannat read
and write, the figure for women Is almost one-third. Mare than 100 millian
school-aged children have no place to learn - adding o he problam &t its
source. Many who have learned, in schooi or in literacy programmes outside the
school, run the risk of relapsing into illiteracy for lack of reading matier. And
several industrialised countries are discovering widespread "'I'urlctlopnl
illiteracy'' among their youth and adults: the inability to use reading and wriling
with facility in daily life. Widespread illiteracy severely hampers economic and
social development; it is also a gross vidation of the basic human right 1o ledrn,
know and communicate.

Against this backdrop, International literacy year is intended to give & “‘shot in
the arm’’ to literacy work undertaken by all social forces.
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THE FREEDOM CHARTER )

We, the Poople of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to know:

that South Africa belongs to all who live in it,
black and white, and that no government
can justly claim authority unless it is based
on the will of all the people;

that our people have been robbed of their
birthright to land, liberty and peace by a
form of government founded on injustice
and inaquality;

that our country will never be prosperous ar
feme until all our people live in brotherhood,
enjoying equal rlghts and opportunities;

that only a democratic state, based on the
will of all the people, can secure to all their
birthright without distinction of colaur, race,
sex or belief;

And therefore, we, the people of South
Africa, black and white together - equals,
countrymen and brothers - adopt this
Fresdom Charter, And we pledge ourselves
ta strive together, sparing neither strength
nor courage, until the democratic changes
here set out have been waon.

The people shall govern;
All National Groups shall have equal rights;

The people shall share in the counirys
wealth;

The land shall be shared among those who
work it;

All shall be equal befare the law;
All shall enjoy equal human rights:
There shall be work and security;

The doors o. learning and culture shall be
opened;

There shall be houses, security and com-
fort;

There shall be peace and friendship;

Let all who love their people and their coun-
try now say, as we say here: ‘THESE
FREEDOMS WE WILL FIGHT FOR, SIDE BY
SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES, UNTIL
WE HAVE WON OUR LIBERTY'.
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LITERACY IN SOUTH AFRICA

Literacy in South Africa is accorded very low priority. The government budget
for literacy amounts to only a tiny fraction of the national sducation budget. With
government expenditure on literacy it has been concluded that less than 0.41%
of the country’s illiterates would become literale svary year.

At the present moment, non-governmental rganisations do not hava anough
resources to make a substantial impact on the high iliiteracy rate in South Africa
where illiteracy 15 not only confined to the over 40 or over 50 age category.
Thers |5 an estimated two to three milllon persens between the ages of 10 and
24 who are llliterate in South Africa,

FOCUS ON INTERNATIONAL LITERACY YEAR
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~ THE AZANIAN i
MANIFESTO

Cur struggie for najional Ebaraton = direciag against the
mistarically evofeed system of racism and capitalism which
hoids the people of Azaqia in bondage for tha benefit of
thm small mincedy of tha popdabon, | o ihe capitalisis and
Ihmir allies, the whae workars and tha reactionary sectons
of thie midde classes. The siniggle aganss aparhaid,
therelore, 15 no mare han e poind of depariure for our
liberatory etfarts

The Black working mepired by revolutionary  con-
Scipusness 18 the driving farce af cur Sreggle for national
Sa|-determaalion in 8 undary Azana. They sione can and
the sy=1em a5 # Slands |opday because they alone have
nothing &8 all ta ose, They have a world fo gain in 8
dempcratic, ani-racs and socialist Azanie, where (he n-
\ereats of the warkers shall be paramount through worker
eontiod ol 1heé means ol Foduciion, distributean and ax-
change. In 1he scomlist republic o Azanka the land and afl
1ha b=longs 10 8 shall be whally owned and controlled by
he Azanisn pecpla. The usage of the and and ol (ha &c
crises o il hall be aimad a1 ending all axploitaton

It is tha historlo task of fhe Black woremg class and its
organssations to mohilise ibe opprassed people 0 prder o
pul an end to the system of oppression and exploitation by
he white rulng class.

DUR PRINCIPLES

Successiul conduct of the national Ebaradion sinsggle
cepends on the firm bass of principia whsmaby we will on
suma iha the liberadion struggle will nol be jurnad agamst
olr people by treachancus and opporiunishs ‘kadars’ and
libmral influences. The mast impenant of thase principles
firm;

L] Anb-racism, anti-mpanalism and anib-sexism
L] Ant-collnborabon: with the mling class and af 15
ales pnd political instiruments

- Independent wosking class organisalion, free mm
bourgenis influences.

CUR RIGHTS

In acocordance wah thass panciples 1he Mallowmg rights

ghall Da aniranched in Azania

L] The right 1o wark

L] Siale proigion of 'nee and combulsory adiscation
for all Education shall De geared jowards Foearating
tha Azanian paopie Trom all apprassion, axploila-
tion and ignorance

[ ] Stale provson of free haalh, legal. recrealional
amd olher commundy services that will respond
posilivaly fo the nends athe paople

OUR PLEDGES

by ordes b brng imo afeo these nghts of (he Azanan peo-

ple, we pledge oursedves o Sinugese firslesaly tor

L The aboliton of all laws, nsleumions Gnd squtes
thal gescriminars agamal cir people oo thé basis ol
colour, sex, raligion, AngLraps of ciass

] Tha re-infegration of tha barmustan human dumpang
grounds mio a uniary Azana

L] The farmaticn of trade unicns fhat will heighben
revoiubanary worker ConscinuEsnans
L] The develnpmen! of ane national cullure inspired
\- by spcinksy valies, J

Umtapo Centre
1990

P.O. Box 5685
Durban 4000
Tel.:

=053 506

April 8 - 1859: tormation of PAC -\

June 18 - Soweto/Azanlan Youth Day

June 26 - adoption of FREEDOM CHARTER

July 20 - 1984 gdoplion of MANIFESTO OF THE
AZANIAN PEOPLE

August 9 - Natlonal Wormens Day

September 12 - Blko Day

October 18 - Black Solldarity Day

December 18 - Natlonal Day of Prayer

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

January 1 - New Years Day
April § - Foundars Day

April 13 - Good Friday

April 16 - Family Day

May 7 - Workars Day

May 24 - Ascansion Day

May 31 - Fepublic Day
October 10 - Kruger Day
December 16 - Day of tha Vow
December 25 - Christmas Day
December 26 - Day of Goodwill

IMPORTAMNT DAYS AND EVENTS IN
§.A. HISTORY

January 8 - 1612 larmation ol ANC {as SANNC)
March 12 - Matianal Detalness Day October 16 - Werld Food Day
March 21 - Sharpevilie/Heroes Day December 10 - Hurmnan Fighls Day
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INTERNATIONAL DAYS TO REMEMBER

March 8 - Infemational Womens Day

May 25 - Africa Liberation Day

June 1 - International Childrans Day

September 8 - International Literacy Day

Oclober 11 - International Sohdarity Day with
Political Prisonars

5. Youth Development Programme

Manthiy yoush leadership training programmes are run focusing on human rela-
tions, development of administrative and crganising skills and inculcation of a
critical consciousness amongst the oppressed and exploited youth.

6. Discussion Forum

In an aliempt to act as a forum where the sharing of ideas, experiences and
knowledge will be actively encouraged, the Centre organises seminars,
workshops and conferences on issues pertinent to the Black community.

7. Community Self-Help Projects

The Centre has endeavoured to engage in self-help community projects that will
exploit the inherent skills of individuals and simultaneously heighten worker
consciouness and the resolve for worker control.

\. _/

r

Taldphiois [41] G46RTE

Talaphone: (01 1] 335926684
LEARN AND TEACH
1 8eh Flooa

LITERACY ORGANISATIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA h

ADULT LEARNING PRAOJECT (ALP)
4 Aglley Stramy, Mownray 7700 — Telaphoae: {021) 6853330
SUREAU OF LITERACY AND LITERATURE (LITSA)
1 Men Cantra, g Man and New Stresis, Florda 1710
Tminphans: [017) 874 1288

CIC - ENGLISH RESOURCE UNIT (ERLU)

248 Ecwnenical Cenlre, 2050 Andrises Sireet, Durhan 4001
Telmphone: {0311 301208778

EASTEAM CAPE ADULT LEARNING PROJECT
504 Alfn Hosa, 510 Main Sireet, Morth End, Por Elizabelh G007

ENGLISH LITERACY PROJECT (ELP)
314 Quriwall House, A5 Jorssan Streel, Braamloniain 2017

His Wajasiy™s Bid., 28 Jouberl Street, Johanmeshung 2001

MOLTENO PROJECT
2 Bhodes Averisn, Grahmmsiown 5140 Telephana: [0461) 26093
MONTAGL - ASHTON COMUNITY SERVICE (MAG)
Sulanesngal, Mantegu 6720 — Talephana: (0234) 4 1175/4 2619
NATIONAL LANAGUAGE PROJECT {NLP)
15 Durbam Avenue, Sall Fever TRZS Talephores; [021) 47 2761
OPERATION AMDREW
43 Sonneticm Siraet, Ioas Valay, Stallanbasch 7600
Telphone! {02231) 70402
OPERATION UPGRADE
PO, Bax 214, Dirban 4001 — Telephona: (031} 329591
PROJECT LITERACY (PROLIT)

The lkageng - WHPS Educanon Cantre. 73 Charea Sireet. Brodkyn, Presona 0189
Telephome: {125 48 5223/48 4485

Talephors; (011) B3440781/2
LEMBEDE MDA (LM) LITERACY PROJECT
Fumda Adull Educalion Curde, Ramokongwana Stredl, DThephklool 1804
Talaphana: {01 4] 933 20921837 — Exi. 228
MARYLAND LITERACY PAOJECT

Margand Gantm, Sumemit Fead, Hanover Park Y800
Tedaphonn. {121 GIT4241
MOOTA VILLAGE PRDJECT
cin Caord. Univareny ol Natal, King Gaorge ¥ Avenus, Durtan 4001
Telephone! {D31] 8113650
MMABATHO ADULT LITERACY AND EDUCATION TRUST
PO Bon B823, Mmbasho 8681 = Talaphoma: (0140) 21482

SACHED LACOM
P.O. Box 11350, Johannashurg 2000 — Talephars; [011] 834 1347/E383331
ST. ANTHONY'S ADULT EDUCATION CENTRE
St Anmiony & Aoad, Aeiger Park, Baksburg 1453 — Telephane: (001} 827438/F
ST FAANCIS ADULT EDUCATION CENTRE
Mrfabans Sfraed, Langa Ta%s Telephone: (0211 &84 1RO
TRUST FOH CHAISTIAN QUTHEACH AND EOUCATION
PO Box 2261, Fietermaribebung 3200 — Telephone: (0331 81281
USING SPOKEN AND WRITTEN ENGLISH
118 Minih Sireal, Orange Growe 2192 Telephare: (011} 640307374

Primad by: AT PRINTERS - 73 Baginica St, Db

Prone: 31 8068/3054272
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