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et '-"‘Whﬁ &uanr ot know huw*the' passage of caravans is always dangerous for the weak'?
'-E'ml subjects habitually steal children and poor people, whom they sell to the Arabs for
salt, cottons and beads. Creditors profit from circumstances to extract the payment of
debts. When the debtors are unable to pay, one seizes their slaves or their own children.
Often it happens that they are reduced to selling themselves into slavery.”

That very morning their Yao neighbour arrived at their hut with two elders of the tribe
and an Arab. Swema continues . .

“Without asking permission, he entered our hut and said with severity to my mother:
'Mother of Swema, you haven't anything to pay in return for my two sacks of millet; for
that reason I am seizing your child’.

‘You are my witnesses,’ he said to the elders. Then turning to the Arab he said to him:
‘Well sir, it's settled, six coudées (abaut 3 metres) of American cloth for this little girl.’

“The Arab took me by the hand, made me stand up and walk, examined my teeth, and
after several moments of thought :#apnnded ‘It's fine, come take the six coudées of
cloth".” e

Swema'’s mother then sold herseltinto sla&rery in order to be with her daughter. She had to

carry a tusk of ivory to the coast. But she w unable to fulfil this task with the result that

'she was abandoned by the caravan. Swema's mother then tried to follow the caravan, but

w:thmt'load she grew weaker and weaker. ﬁ}ua tried to keep going by eating insects and
MESS ;egL earth to £1l her stomach.

The caravan then entered a plain which had been laid waste hjl’ fire, leaving nothing green,
no insects and no birds in the trees. All that remained was “an immense extent of earth
charred and blackened by the fire.” In these conditions it was impossible for Swema's

- mother to sustain herself and she could go no further. Swema resisted separation from her
mother, even when she was beaten with sticks she refused to let go.

Eventually she had to be forcibly carried by another slave so that the caravan could get on
its way. At last the caravan reached the coast where they boarded a small Arab boat and
set sail for Zanzibar. Tight packing made it impossible for Swema and those with her to
turn over and even breathing was d:iﬂicult'.
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Almasir 6@. SWema was still able to observe and remember what happened to her .

T saw the lﬁadﬁl‘ of the caravan, whom I had regarded as the most powerful person in
the world, Et‘;md humbly before another Arab, who seemed to reproach him in a
language that [didn’t understand ... Then I was orderq_d to stand up in a language which

_ resembled that oi my country hut I was pmplqg ki .

-_15 slave is lost,” said the new person. Tt" L “'l:gaﬁiqrts'armoymg Su: coudées of cloth,
- ‘cost c,i‘_t%a.'izm;)qrt by land and sﬁ&. and customs duty, at least five piastres (eight rand
' ?iftjr three cents) of losses. Khamis and Marzauc, place this cadaver in a straw mat and

carry it to the cemetery. It's useless to nourish it any longer because one can't save it.”

Swema was then buried in a shallow grave and left for dead. A young creole man from
Reunion heard her muffled cries and took her from the grave and carried her to the
m:l.ssmn in Zanzibar.

: er, after she had recovered, she was able to tell her story to the pr:est Qi thg
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