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WINDHOEK. — The Minister of Justice, Mr Kobie
Coetsee, has effectively banned a court case from Fr"'n
proceeding which would have demanded the re- = T} TONY W
lease of 37 Swapo prisoners held at a top secret Cffec - an‘ Eay,
camp n Mari : hior Uve),, ste ER
P near arnenta_l, 258km south of Windhoek. ‘/Ch ly ba, : Of
The court proceedings may not continue in “the 9Po qud anned ustfc'e
national interest”, in terms of a certificate issued [/€ny pnsﬂ'n haVE da COups’ Mr Kop;
yesterday by Mr Coetsee and authorized by the© W, 258 S he; emand “ase I'Obje
State President, Mr Marais Viljoen. o Soud at g +9 the Tom * ~
Mr Coetsee invoked an obscure section of the De-| Noy th of Wt'op seonwp e
fence Act, section 103 ter, which states that: | S Of 4 ecomf'n Ndp, C'rerjfl;,-%f‘
'If any proceedings have at any time been insti- ‘fed Crtiffon e in rn ,"’apo .
tuted in a court of law against the State, the State 1033” 0
President, the Minister (of Defence) a member of 1gs ler, Whi G Sect;
the South African Defence Force or any other per- Tawha"e a h"‘?h S Cliop, of
son In the service of the State and the State Presi- ite 98aip ; any t'tates t th
deint 1s of the opinion: efer (of Dst the Sme behat:
i : © o VS ! A 0 ‘(@) That the proceedings were instituted by rea- th Jce Foefence) tate, then in
. _ AC ' son of an act advised, commanded , ordered, di- '€ Stage €€ op , @ mep; Stat
rected or done in good faith by the State President, E: anq tbany Otbmbe" 0
the Minister or a member of the South African De- 18 We ) St&teer Dep.
fence Force for the purposes of or in connection ,C:ommare Ing¢; r €si. an
with the prevention or suppression of terrorism in ., h by degy JFtutv&*tﬁ? b
an operational area, and 24 Of th the Stas2Tde Y reg
“(b) That it is i ' ' 0ses < Sougy € Precd: dj.
_ s in the national interest that the , €s o0" U €siq.
proceedings shall not be continued, he shail autho- pprﬁ's.g- Or
rize the the Minister of justice to issue a certificate on o

directing the proceedings shall not be continued.” '

‘Completely unhealthy’ '

The chairman of the Windhoek Bar Council, Mr 'all p
Bryan O ’Llnn, last night described the “banning of
the case” as being “completely unhealthy”. ;

It is believed Mr Coetsee’s decision will be'
ralse_d in Parliament this week, and that the rami- '
fications of the decision will echo in the United
States Congress because of intense American civil
rights involvement and interest in the case.
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,;0‘53&? e 0% .6 A ¥ Legal sources in Windhoek yesterday described °
Q{"l’ee C : 0" (215€ { V. the decision by Mr Coetsee, acting with the au- e
: thorization of the ‘“‘State President in Council”, in P g ] '
. - - " : '] a - [ - - 4-

Swa[fo's C‘Z:iengzi g urmtgh . ‘ e th 1o K ¥ ‘Ao, e, T 0 "€ | ed
amp 1n southern Angola in M €ns He up, ‘e :
of 1978. s i for thi“’eh  Ia " of ?j‘; Judj]ajs‘t ,.UOU » AU,
~ They have since been held at the top-secret Mar- r;\ Te. }amb@rs s ’U]Cla’}?pm"’;f /)
iental internment camp, and their imprisonment ; Tajg o fbe’b-"es__af‘tf - or, 3 s

onscience = _ .
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NO TO THE WAR IN NAMIBIA '
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