June 12 Movement..
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J\me 12th marks a milestone in the history of Black
Judents in general and of students at U.W.C. in particular.
h:the growing realisation that at U.W.C. education for
ugatlon was being meted out to them, students manifested
ﬁ(e r‘dxscontent with the oppressive circumstances,which were
o’nducive to ‘intellectual development.

The umverslty authorities in consultstion with .the
Mmster of Coloured Affairs reacted to this legitimate
ond orderly conducted protest by arbitrarily expelling
each"and every student with the ignoble proviso that.re-
PElication be made if students hed to centinue stheir
$

dies. Students reacted to this Iraccenian and illeg:l

D. “with disgust and issued the June 12th Dcclaration in

ich they resolved, as one man, nct ot to re-apply for
odmittance but to fight, together with the Black Commurity
ab large, for the total and unconditional re-instatlem:nt
b*?each and every stucem.

The escalating suppert the studente received from all
uarters. the re-admittznce of every student, the dis-
;:tmfactlon with the still prevailing opyressive conditions,

e mass walk-off from U.W.C., s now istory — the University
Quthorities as well as the authority bekind their authority,
With'all their oppressive machinery and ramifications, had

iled toquenchthe rising consciousness and the - determination
nstitute /change for the better, as displayed by U.W.C.
gtudents. i
o ‘ N r
oy ith all these incidents quoted,. it now becomes
Necessary for us to examine profoundly our present situation.
y)hen we askourselves questions like how far we have progressed
¢ince last June, the answer becomes an obvious embarrassment
to'us., There is no need indeed for this to happen. what is
/sally required of us is to get down to re—defining our prio-
Yities as students.

—— Ve now hnd ourselves jiropured just to go from lecture

lf\ 11¢tolecture hall. Amongst other things, our interestis

ve arcund the sporting btody we belong to. These very
ud_ane,i'nterests have now become our pattern of life, a mere

’%e igned existence. Are we really still ccnside-ing that some

0f our brother students suffered so heavily to t.ing the truth




about our conditions on this campus to tkose of us less
aware, as well as the public. We are back at U.W.C., after some
of our students were: )

a) intimidated by the police.

b) victimized by certain instances into .
preventing students from getting employment.
suspended by the authorities of the university.

d) expelled by the authorities of this university

..o and
‘e) even banned by the governmen‘b of South Africa.

Unless we have been effectxvely silenced by acts of
intimidation, there is no reason -why we are not taking up the
struggle againet prejudice and oppression. There is rio excuse
for our present delapidated position; there is no justificatic
for our indifferent attitude; there is no:escape route for
allowing ourselves to be used disgracéfully by the authorities.
We have but one thing to do compulsively and that is to re—
allign ourselves. To avoid making this decision means failure.
Failure is stagnation. Stagnation presnppoaes death. Death
is ultimaﬁ;e non-existance. ) X :

X Raving looked at our pitiful situation ue,;have to
finally ask ourselves the sincere queshonx Have matters
really changed for the better at U.W.C.?  One merely has to
look around to understand what has taken place. We have
been deceived. -The lie which we sought to destroy still
persists. It manifestS itself even more btluntly this:time. To
name only a few instunces: Why are we'still not allowed to
invite the speakers 6f our own choice? . Why is it’that effective
students representation is still vocifirously being opposed by¢
the authorities? Why is it necessary when we wani'to have zzas-
meetings, to seek the Rector's permission?.We .capsonly arriy
at the correct answers if we ask the onrrect questxons.

If the situation is tha aame as’ it was last year, then
something is direly wrong. Why then did we make such heavy
sacrifices? VWhile we are pondering these questions we should
not forget the community which gave us its unqualified support
and above that, the promise-we made to them .,

If it is true then that the situation on' cam
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me ds it ‘as last year at the same time, then we ought to know
Why this in so.

The white-lie is still being perpetuvated at U.4.C. snd our
denc. .1 for meaningful .'~nge has again been frustrated by the
white rac * aninority.

ecalling ¢ *“~ magt c.~uld not be used as a form of |
esciapism and a compensatory mechi. *sm for.the inrctiveness and
apathy thot is prevalent in our ran.’ . KoWw is the time for-us
to0 pose uerions questions and to re-afilwm our stand as Black
Stadents.

Are we not the same students who decided not to re-apply,
and who demanded full unconlitional re-instatement? Were we not
part of the decision to go home and inform our fathcrs, our
mothers, our sisters and brothers of the conditions under which
we had to study? Did we not beg the Black Cowrminity for its
support and distribute pamphlets and explain the stund ve hil
taken? Are we not the same students who decided to walk off the
oampus 'in support of the sus pended leaders we had elected to
expose our suffering? Did we not elect Henry Isaacs to say what
h2 did say, to which we unanimously agreed? Were we not part of
is City Park audience which listened with tears in our eyes and
knots in our throats, to Fatima Méér), when she said: "...and
power to all our brothers over the mountain"? Are we not the
same students who packed St. Johns, St. MarKs, the halls at
fiorcester, Port Elizabeth, Paarl, Stellenbosch, East London
and-other places?

w Studente, with whzt drug have they inject us to have
forgotten that once we were proud to stand up and be counted?



Bilack Student Protest -

they filled the of lexrning,
1o catfrom thetableof wiséoin -
but were fed crumbs of ignorance
by men bereft of sense vwwho could
netsee them a§ earth
ready to receive the seed of knowledpe
_ their soil cracked under theheat of
racial prejudice and wiite arrogance
they whirlpooled their rageto
find the gate of enlightment shut
th {oolish men ashiver at (o
~ storm their stupidity had stirred

A POEM WRITTEN IN FENSIVE MCOD BY

james matthews

TN SUPPORT OF U.¥.C. STUDENTS TN THE
HEAT COF THE CRISIS.
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THE BIG

IF ALL 1600 COLOURED STUDENTS turn
up tomorrow when the. University of the
Western Cape re-opens, no thanks will be
due to the University’s governing council, lts
contribution to the troubles on the campus
was x fumbling, bungling -big stick- from
Sart to finish.

There is nothing pzmculzrlv mystifying
bout the unrest on th s. Student
gricvances have been actumalatag over the

years, and_eventually, as one would have
Lipected, they found expre

and demonstrations — which,
were very mild_compared with w
happened at other universities, including

South African universitics.

The sensible thing for the council would
have been o try 1o redress the grievances:
instead, ‘it tried to suppress the protests
arising from the grievances, and it even went

so far as to prohibit student leaders from

issuing Press statements — only one of a long
st of restrictive regulations which the stu-
dent body found intolerable. From this point
on. escalation of the troubles became inevi-
table.

A student leader was fined RSO0 for
issuing a Press statement; he refused to pay
the fine; students asked for his reinstatement

ut this was refused; students staged a sit-in
and disrupted classes; and,” finally, in a
moment of panic on June 12, the council shut
down the university. The Security Police,
meanwhile, running true to form, busied
themselves on the campus, interrogating stu-
dents and even visiing ther parents.
a sign of the times that all this
ol hacosimens 80 oot deter the stu-
dents. They refused to give the university
authorities the written undertaking demand-
od of them o observe the universit es
in order to gain readmission. In this resis-
tance they were given strong support by their
parents and by the university's Black Staff
Association.

Possibly, at this stage, the Government
was reading the warning signs, but if it was
in any doubt about the serious turn that
events were taking in the Coloured communi-
1y, this doubt was dispelled last Sunday when
more than 10000 Coloured people attended a
meeting in Cape Town to faunch a fand to

“free” Black university. From this
meeting now has emerged a movement to
summon a “Black summit" in South Africa,
representative of the 16-million Afrcans.
2million Coloureds and 700 000 Asian

ote how the trouble escalated:

E
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being 2 dispute over student grievances, it
swelled out into a political demonstration
which, in turn, looks Jike developing into a
campaign for 3 uniled Black tron, ith Black
vital,

Gement. Throughout listory Sl
mitted this kind of blunder: always_the
concession is oo little and too late. The
Minister o Coloured Relations, Dr. Schalk
van der Merwe, admittedly minimised the
damage to race relations by agreeing to the
students’ unconditional return (thoush there
is now as argument about the word “uncon-
ditional”) but all that really has been achieved
isto b—mu the dispute round full circle.

The students will return to the campus
tomorrow, to take up the struggle over their
grievances at the point at which they left off,
only now they are much more self-confident
and militant. They have flexed their muscles,
and found the exercise rewarding. From this

int of view, therefore, the situation at the
University of -the Western ‘Cape remains
| potentially as difficult as ever.

The Government should ask itself wheth-
er, in the circumstances, it can‘afford to allow
the ‘present council to continue o run the
university’s affairs. The inteligent thing o
do would be to ask all c 1S to
in their resignations and. then 1o
appoint a new council. Ideally, such a council
should be drawn mainly from members of the
Coloured community — where there are

moderate and sensible men who bave
The interests of the university at heart.

But if this is unacceptable to the Govern-
ment, at least it should replace the authori-
tarians on the council by Whites who have
the confidence and trust of the students. It
should also curb the activities of security
policemen. some of whom seem to think they
have resident status on the campuses of the
“ethnic” universities.

The disturbing thing about cvents at the
University of the Western  Cape."is. the
revelation that, after 25 years of apartheid
rule, with al its trils 200 Cibutadions. no
lessons _apparently have been lcarnt: the
university’s council remembered all the old
mistakes and repeated them with meticulous
accuracy. The one sign of hope in the whole
sorry affaic was the intervention of the
Minister, Van der Menwe, (o cut the
Government's Josses, and turn the dispute
back to its starting point.
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