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FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION

The Overseas Beginnings

The Fellowship of Reoconciliation (FOR) arose within the century of total war.
Tte birth was almost within sound of the opening guns of World War I.

Two men, in the heartbreak of a peace confercnce ghattered by the last swifi
forerunners of that conflict, conceived the idea. Friedrich Siegmnd-Schultze,
pacifist Lutheran chaplain to the Kaiser, and Henry Hodgkin, English Quaker,
gripped hands on the platform of Cologne railway station on Mugust 3rd 1914,
ona day before their ocountries formally declared war on one another. They

vowed not to fight against cach other and to support others who took the same
decision, They parted, each tn work cut the implications of that promisc.

Henry Hodgkin initiated the Fellowship of Reconcilintion at Cambridge with 128
members as 1914 drew to its close, Friedrich 3icgmind-Schultze was arrested

27 times during the war but oventually saw the formation of fhe Versthnungsbund
in Gormany.

Mombors of the Fellowship agreod:

1, That Love, as revealed and interpreted in the life and death of Jesus
Christ, involves mare than we have yot seen, that it-is the only powe? by
which evil can be overcome, and the only sufficicnt basis for human society;

2. That, in order to egtablish a world order based on Love, it is incumbon®
on those who belicve in this principle to accept it fully, both for thom-
selves and in their relation to others, and to take the rigks involved in
doing so in a world which does not as yet accept it; e

3, That, therefore, as Christians, we arc forbidden to wage war, and that our
loyalty to our country, to humanity, to the Church Universal, and to Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Master, calls us instead to a life of service for
the enthronement of Tove in personal, social, commercial and national lifc.

After the war, in October 1919, fifty men and women from ten countries, including
Hodgkin and Eiﬁ?mundnﬁchultse, set up the International Fellowship of '
Reconciliation (IFOR) at a conference in Bitlhoven, Holland, Today it has

branchos in over 40 countries and on all continents and includes adheronts of
various faiths as well as Christians. : s : ;

The Origins of the South African Fellﬁhshiﬂ

A town in the Preec State is named after the heroine of South Afrioa's oldest
poace movement., A courageous English women, Emily Hobhouse of the Society of
Fricnds (Quakers) crossed the sea to champion the cause of Boer women and.
children in concentration .camps &8 her poaccmaking responsc to the Anglo-Boer
War, Such is the blinding naturc of nationalism that a later government,
with no conception of her psoifism, ironically named a submarine after heri

Later, after World War I, two British Quakers, Willian Henry and Harrict
Alexnndor, wvisited South Africa on = mission to dippossessed Boer farmers with
Sood 1o start afresh and with their family Bibles that had beoen looted by British
scldiers during the Anglo-Boer War. Influenced by these two, goattered
individuals linked up with the British FOR and one of these, 0live Warner,
published a pacifist magazine “lhahﬁqpaaaaﬂgr“=frum.Jﬂhannﬁahurg;'

" e "

RN, T e : -"':-."_"__



NON"VIO’:_ENCE Pmt*:ﬁ BY: ani; -Ra'bu.ﬁunn..

E 1002 Atlantica
- Loxton Road
' 7441 MILNERTOHN RSA
w Tel 021=52.6298 '

S SECOND GQUARTER 1994

I You may be receiving this small puhliuatiun- for the ﬂrart tims,

It has to do with the South African Fellowship of Recopeiliation
end its history. ‘

Please read it through and respond if you are interested.

—

MAKING HISTORY

This cuarter of 1994 has been a thriller. After a2 bumpy ﬂda;ht far less bloodshed

than there might have been,the great transition has becn achieved from an Ago~0ld
race domination to a shared society.

Even though the unsuspeoting corowd cheers the flypast of the insiruments of
domination and the military men close ranks behind the new Proaident and his
Deputies, the achievement is almost without parallel in history and those who:
worked and suffered for it can rejoioce.

statcsmen and women, South Africa once had a tiny organisation ambitiously named
"The Fellowship of Reconoilistion™ (SAFOR), What role did it play, togothor with
the baoking of the International Fellowship of Roconciliation (IFOR) in this almost
peaceful transition? Did its specifically pacifist character, its insistenocc on
nonviolenoce, limit it to = small group with a marginal role? Or did it plagt essecds
‘that grew bigger then we realise? How did it relate to the mass movements of
oppressed people? . '

Along with "Reoons$ruction", the word "Reconoiliation" is now on the lips of our

Ts the POR vision and emphasis relevant now? Is it nceded to calm the endemic -
violeonoe in our society, or to counter our national tempision to sell to other
countries the very weapons we developed in killing one another? In the past dccades
of struggle the methods of nonviolence were inoreasingly usod, but often in & -
spirit of enmity, This greatly reduces its effectiveness, especially Yo produco

an olroaly reconciled situation as the oconflict ends, Goodwill towards the opponent
is the real spirit of monviolemce. As these methods contimue to be used in our .
country's development do we need a specific movement o# organisation to foster this
spirit and to0 promote nonviolence not merely as a strategy but as a wey of life .
and as the way society will function besi? 40

You may be aware that a few groups are togting out the possibility of reviving the
South African Fellowship of Recomoiliation for this purpose., We already receive
a small but higheguality ocontribution towards nonviolence and peacemaking from
_the Society of Friends (Quakers)., Also there is tho Methodist Order of Peaocomakors.
These are denominational organisations committed to nonviolence, The SAFOR, if
reconstituted, would be an intor-faith organisation. T+ would have international
1jnks with more than 40 other similar natlonnl and regional bodies through the
International FOR. The latter desoribes itseclf as "an organisation of people
whoso faith has led them to commit themselves to monviolonce ns a way of lifo and
as a means of personal, social and political change." :

WRITING _HISTORY

I am no longer in touch with the nerve centres that gupplied this News Letier over
the past 14 years. However, I may still be able to supply interested people with
. the .story of the SAFOR spamning the past 50 yoars. Then we uﬁkﬁt#umnwhnt
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it_uas, who supported it, what it did or failed o do, ﬁhy i.'HEﬂt_inﬁﬂ.rEGﬁHE, 4
whother it is worth reviving and; if so, whet it should now @btempt ¥o. achicve.

This year in October the IFOR cclebrates its 75%th anniversary and has suggested {
that notional branches could write up their history., I am not much of a writcr or
recgsercher, tut I do have the meagre remainingmcords of the SAFOR, was in it'.trf
from 1960 and knew some of its past loadors, The Cape Town FOR group has agreced !
that I should attempt this through Non-Violence News. I have asked the help of
Dr ¥argaret Nash, Mary Elder and Richard Stecle in particular, but I also. would™
welcome your help. . LT

Mrrgaret Nash has pointed out the need to oexplore what interaction there was in
our history betwcen the Western pacifism of the FOR and the indigenous Indirn and -
Africen nonviolence of Gandhi end Luthuli in bringing the country to the happier
outoome we now have. You may be able to contribute information on this and on
gomo »f the pesrsone and events that will feature in the story I try to writc.

My hope is to produce a brief embryonic history in the next four issues, no follows:

1994 Second Quatrter: The Origine of the IFOR (1914-1919)
and of the SAFOR (1942-1951)

1994 Third Quarter :  The Times of Arthur Blaxall (1952-1963)
1994 Fourth Quarter: From Blaxall to Recess (1963-1973)
1995 Firet Quarter:  IFOR's Rolo in SA's Struggle (1974-1932)

For the first scction, which forme the remainder of this Nows Letter, I havce drown
on the fow existing nccounts of our history. The following three will be based
morc on my personal cxpericnce of the orgenisation togethor with data from nows
letters, press cuttings and reports. Please write to meo if you have anything 1o

add (or to correct) and together wo may be able to mroduce a fuller and more
interesting story. :

ARE YOU WITH US?

This issue 1is being sent to:

Vg

- present subscribers to Non-Viclenco Nows

- some of its former recipients who I think may be interested

- the new contacts we have in the Durban and Capc Town groups ' .

- other past =nd present recipionts of the TFOR bi-monthly magagine “IFOR Report”
pow kmown as "Reconciliation Intermational™ :

- some churches and organisations that may have an intoreat.,

.

IF YOU WISE T0 RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING THREE ISSUES then, since
I am not subsidised, I need a financiel contribution from you..

R10 will be sufficient, by cheque or postal order payable to."R Robertson'.
Or just gend 22x 456 postage stamps if that 1s easicr. A receipt will only
be sent if you ask for it. Ploase give your name and address olearly with
your payment. : T . :

PLEASE DO THIS NOW. I do not promise you'the next issue pluﬁ_a'gantln
- reminder as happened last yearl .

You oan also help mc by sending namﬂlnnﬁ addresses of ﬂtﬂﬁrﬂ.jﬁﬁ"fhiﬂk would be
intorested in receiving this. A '
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When John Mellor and Rufus Jones, Quekers of international ronown, visited
South Africa in 1938 they found = few peance groups in existence such as the
Pcace =nd Arbitration. Society of Capc Town. Their visit and the wide roading
of thc newly published "War and the Christian" by Canon Charles E Raven ‘and -
"Toatament of Youth" by Vera Brittain roused considerable Peace sentiment.

It scems that the first specifidally FOR Group was initinted in Grahamstown
in 1942 by the Rev James Elder and his wife Ella, Jimmy Elder, a2 retired
hendmaster who then entered the ministry of the Presbhyterian Church, was = mmn

nf gontle nnd guilcless character and Ella was = public-spirited women of great
determination,

John Mellor again visitcd South Africa in 1948 and,with the help of Dr.and Mrg
Muir Gricve of Cape Town, orgeniscd a national branch which called itsclf tnc
South Africen Fellowship of Reconciliation (SAFOR). The Cricves wero
Congrogationalists, and Muir had a close affinity with the Quakors. His

wark on oancer had taken him to India and his grent concerns wore cducation ~nd
tho rolicf of hunger. He dicd in Decembor 1993 at 92 years of age.

Ell~ Elder wes Scorctary of the SAFOR until 1960 and her daughter Mary woe letor
its Treasurer. Mary Butler of Cradock, an sunt to the author CGuy Butler, sent
out £ roneocd nows letter ambitiounsly ontitled "Reconciliation in South Africa’, .
and groups sprang up in Cape Town, Pretoria, Durban, Pori Elizabeth. and

Pictermaritzburg , as well as the Grahomstown group. One also functioned
intermittently in Johmnnesburg. ' g

What did these groups do? It scems that little in the way of concerted action
wes possible. During the Second World Wer they opposed the attempt of the
Notherlands Govornment to oonsoript its citizens resident in South Africa.
Shortly after the war they organised a tour by Muriel Loster, a friend of
Gandhi and an outstanding example and exponcnt of non-violence, who was the
first IFOR official to visit this country. She addressed public meetings and
pronched in churches to enthusiagtic emdiences, though she met some opposition
from ex-servicemen when she spoke a2t the University of Cape Town, An Angliocon
clergyman, the Rev Arthur Blaxall who was not at that time a member of the i
SAFOR, used his influenco =nd important contacts to promote her tour.

This tour appears to havo raised the issue whether the SAFOR should concern
1tsclf with race disorimination and the sooial injusticos of South Africda ond
not simply with international peaoce, disarmament and oconscientious objection.
Somc members felt that race issues were already in tho hands of largor L |
orgenisations with greater resources and that tho SAFOR's speoial mission was

~ world peace and local resistance %o comscription - though consoription had not
boon opplied during World War II., To disouss politiocs might divide the groups.

Local politios at that timo involved such events as the enactment of thﬂ_1945
Indisn Lend Tonure Aot by thoe Smuts-Governmont. Indian National Congress
roeigiance to this drew on the sat aha tredition that Mahatma Gandhi had
“developed while in this country at the boginding of the contury, The Rov
Hichael Soott, at some stage in his lifo cortainly a member of the FOR, Jjoincd
thot rosistomoo and served o three month sentence for trespassing on Durbante
municipal property. Therc is no evidence as to
in thia aoction. oot

~whether the SAFOR supportoed him

As the horrors of war began to fade so the interest in intornational peacc lssucs
dwindlod and the SAFOR groups lost members. = The real issue for pacifists in
_South Afries, namely poacemaking and recomciliation on home ground, romained

tc be faced and it was Arthur Blaxsll who enabled the movement o begin thet
task. e ; : : :

Noxt Issuet The Mmes of Artmnr Blaxall (1952-1963) .



