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South African Communist Party

SACP DELEGATION ATTENDS THE l4th CONGRESS OF THE ROMANIAN
COMMUNIST PARTY

The South African Communist Party was invited to zend a
delegate to the 14th Congress »f the Romanian Communist
Party which was held in Bucharest from November 20 to 24.
1989

Centrepiece of the Congress was the openinag speech of the
General Secretary of the Romanian Communist Party, Nicolae
Ceausracu, which lasted from 9.00 a.m. to 4 p.m. mnn November
20, with two short coffe breaks, lunch being served after
4.00 p.m. The duration of the speech could have been much
shorter were it not for the more than 100 standinag ovations
with which its delivery was interrupted by the more than
3.000 delegates who applauded its sentiments with unison
handelapping and the sheouting of slogans containing his

TIAameae

The astonishing cult of the individual was highlighted in
each speech of the delegates themselwves selected to present
contributions to what can only be described as a celehratjian
rather than a debate. Typical was the contribution of one
delegate who said he had been mandated to secure the re-
election of Ceausescu as general secretary. describing nim
to his face as "the most beloved and mast brilliant son of
the working class of the Romanian people, a Communist hero
and burning patriot, founder of a new homeland and a new
life, prominent personality of the international Communist
and trade union movement, genius-like strategist ofF the huage
revolutrionary changes in our homeland”. Each such =sncomium
was greeted by another standing ovation and the ahouting of
slogans. The delegates found it necessary also to praise
Ceausescu's wife, Elena, who followed him inte the hall and
as No.2 was seated by his side throughout the conference,
though she seemed to generate less enthusiusm from the
audience than her hushand. For good measure one of the
delegatea who was chosen to address the conferencsa was s son
of Ceausescu, making dutiful obeisance to his parents.

Many of the delegates from fraternal parties grew tired of
jumping up and down every few minutes and remained seated
during the standing ovations, not wishing to be
disvespectful but concluding that the duty imposed on
members of the FRomanian Party did not neceassarily extend tn
their guests.



The atmosphere surrounding the propagation of the cult of
the individual diverted attention from what was a meaty
speech by the general swecretary, who paid special attention
to the necessity to fight for peace and nuclear disarmament,
and to remain steadfast in the struggle for socialism. He
called for the strengthening of the solidarity,
collaboration and unity of all communist and workers'
parties.

"It is well known that we were and are firmly for a new
unity, which exclude interterence in domestic affairs, the
commandist stance of certain parties and be based on the
untaltering ocbservance of wach party's independence and
right to set its own political line and strateyy 1in keeplng
with the realities ot its country”.

Other polints made wWere:

1. Prior to the 9th Romanian Party Congress in 1965 there
had been abuses and illegal acts recorded and the basic
principles of socialism were viclated, but since 1965 the
Party had put an end to dogmatism and conservatism, had
introduced self-manayement and self-financing in the economy
and secured the full participation of the workers and
peasants in management.

- It Wwas at the 9th Congress that Ceausescu was elected
gyeneral secretary of the Party.

2. Under socvialism the lifespan of the Romaunlan peuple had
been i1ncreased from 42 years to 72 years.

J. The country's ftureign debt (widely estimated Lo have been
about 25 million dollars) was fully paild off in March 1989,

d. Some socialist countries were thinking of bringing about
a measure of unemployment and bigger differentials in wages
in order to solve their economic problems. These measures

did not belong to socialism. "We cannot admit in our society
an increase in rich people and poor people™. At the same
time, "there shall never be work without bread or bread

without work".

5. "We want no tinkering with the methods of capillalism. We
are working for the success of socialism and communism".

6. The Romanian Party does not believe in the dictaturship
uof the proletariat, but prefers the notion of revolutionary
worker democvracy, securing “the broad, democratic
particlipativn of the masses in the malaygement of the entire
goclial activity."™



7. There are 3,831,000 members of the Romanian Communist
Party, of whom 36 per cent are women. 40 per cent of the
delegates to the Conyress wWeld Women.

B. "Party menbers do not enjoy, nor could they enjoy,
special privileges; they only have bigger duties - those of
revolutiuvnaries”,

9. No one should be unjustly punished, but at the same time
no one must be allowed to break the law or betray the
interests of the Party.

At the end of the Congress Ceausescu was re elected general
secretary of the Party - a fact which had already been
announced on the opening day by a big bannex uvel Lhe door
of the conterence hall.

SACP DELEGATION TO THE CONGRESSES OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
BRITAIN (CPB) AND THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITALN
(CPGB)

The Communist Party of Britain (CPB) and the Communist Party
of Great Britain (CPGB) held their Congreses in London in
Londun in Nouvember 19489.

The CPB is a breakaway group from the CPGB. 1t is still a
small party with a membership of about 1,500 tu 2,000.
However, 1t has a strong influence on the dally "I'-:Ir)rn'[ng
Star"”. The CPB claims to be the genuine Communist Party and
therefore called 1ts Conygress the 40st Congress.

The debates and discussions at Congress were typical of wmany
Communist Parties in terms of clear class ideolougical and
political pusitions. Conyress passed a resolution valling
for a wide-ranging discussion in the party ranks un
developments in the soclalist countries., It alsu passed a
resclution on seekling unity talks with the CPGB and another
small breakaway group, the New Communist Party, aydinst the
Wishes of the executive committee.

The SACP sent a message of greetings which was warmly
recelved and the ANC guest speaker was given a4 slanding
ovation.

The CPGHB has fraternal relations with the SACP SiuCe wWe Wele
formed in 1921. It has about 7,000 members. Membership of
the CPGB has been declining steadily over the last Lwo
decades. Twenty years daygo 1ts membership was about 25,000,
Moreover, over the past few years it has lost a great deal
of its influence within the British Trade Union movement .

At its dlst Congress the debates were lively and
conrtoverslidl. These centred around the documell "New Times"



which claims that the sltuation 1n the westeru vapitalist
countries has changed so dramatically and fundamentally that
the previous progrdimms:, "The British Road to Socvialism"™, was
now basically obsolete. In essence it is a call to move away
from cluss defined and ideoloyically clear principles and
positions. Even the many amendments that were proposed did
not make the document any clearer.

An interesting debate also took place un the need to change
the name of the Party. The delegates, however, voted to
retain the old name. But this issue will come up again.

International guests other than the ANC and the SACP were
representatives from the Communist Party of Ireland, the
Communist Party of Tndia, Palestinian Communist Farty,
Communist Party of Chile, Communist Party of Turkey and AKEL
of Cyprus.

Both the CFb and the CPGB are iunvelved 1n glvingsupport d4and
mobilising suvlidarity tor the South African struggle. But
without Communist unity the tortunes and influence of the
communist movement in Britain will cuntinue to decline.

SACP PARTICTPATION TN THE LONDON MEETING OF -COMMUNTST
PARTIES MARKING THE 72nd ANNIVERSSARY OF THE GREAT OCTOBER
SOCTALIST REVOLUTION

The Swuth African Communist Party joined with 4 number of
other Communist and Workers' Paties to stage a public
meeting in London last November in celebration of the 72und
anniverssary of the 1917 October Revolution. About 150
people attended.

The other participating parties were the Communist Party of
Chile, AKEL of Cyprus, Communist Party of Greece, PPP of
Guyana, ITragi Communist Party, Tudeh Farty ob lran, Llralian
People's Fedalian (Majurity), Communist Farty of Pakistan,
Palestinian Communist Party, Communist Party of the
Philippines, Communist party of Turkey, and supporters of
the Communist Party of India.

The two main speakers were Brian Bunting, speaking on behalf
of all the organising parties, and Vladimir Ulasevitch,
first sccretary of the USSR Embassy.

In his speech Comrade Bunt ing stressod that no mat ter what
the setbacks and disappolntment experienced in the socialist
countries, ovur Marxist philosophical outlook and
interpretation of history remained unaltered. An analysis of
political, escounomic and soveial trends I all sovielies still
leads to the conclusion that capitalism has been unable to
solve the prublems ot production and distribution in such a
way as Lu end class aud national couflict. We =111l believe




that suvcialism holds oul the only hope of eliminating the
major contradictions and sources of conflict and war in the

modern world.

The October Revolution was the most earth-shaking event of
the 20th century, breaking the capitalist curtain and
opening the road to socialism.

Today the programme of perestroika and glasnost amounts to a
revolutivnary process of reform adopted and guided by the
CPSU in response to intensive mass pressure from the rank
and file who are no longer content to be ruled in the old
way. There are cbvicus dangers in this programme, but there
can be no return to the commandist methods of Lhe past.
Sociallst plurality of upinions and democratisaton are
e8s5elilial foir the ful ther develuopuwenlt ol Soviel suciely.

All the patlles repievseuled al Lhe gatherling wished Lo pay
tribute tu the stauncvhoess ol Lhe Soviet Union 4s an ally of
the naticnal liberation muovements and to reject as baseless
slander the attemnpts of our enwmies to suyyest that the
Soviet Union was selling us down the river.

THE ELECTIONS IN INDTA

The welections in India which resulted in the defeat of the
government of Rajiv Ghandhi last November dalso saw a
significant improvement in the position of the left parties,
which increased thelr representation in parliawent from 32
#ecals Lo 51.

The Communist Party of India doubled its strength from 6
seats to 12, while the CPI (M) rose from 22 seats to 32.



