MINUTES OF BLACK SASH NATIONAL CONFERENCE HELD FROM 13TH to 16TH MARCH 1981 in
GRAHAMSTOWN,

The opening meeting of Conferance took place on the evening of 13ith March
and was alddressed by the National President, Mrs. Joyce Harris, and by Dr. Monica Wilgson

The first formal session began on Saturday 1l4th March at 9 a.m.

SA AY 1
1. PRESENT : In the Chair Mrs. Joyce Harris National President
Sheena Duncan do Vice President.
Jill Wentzel do do
Delegates as followe
Natal Coastal Mesdames Colvin, Piper, Geerdts
Cape Western Grover, Robb, Bishop West, Raotliff,
Platsky, Joynt, Dr. Nash
Albany Beard, Stewart, Cock
Joubert, Penny (alternates)
a Mi B Merrett, Clarke, Wathanson.
Border Vil joen, Squires
Cape Eastern Melunsky, Chalmers.
Trangvaal. Coleman, Davidoff, Hermer, Crosoer,
Hawarden, Zille.
Satchwall (alternate)
Headquarters, Mrs. Levitan -~ Secretary
Walt - Magazine
Ms. Harvey = Treasurer.
Observers As per attendance register.
2+ DEDICATION., Was read by the National President.

3« NAMES of all those who died in detention since 1976 were read, and those who had
died previocusly were remembered.

4«  WELCCME TO DELECATES. Mrs. Margot Beard, Albany Region, welcomed delegates.

5. ROLL CALL AND APOLOGIES : There were no apologies.

6. GENERAL. Oreetings : Good wishes were conveyed from Mrs. Jean Sinclair,.
Mrs. Oita Dyzenhaus, Mrs. Sheila Lawrence, Mr. Raymond Tucker.

Telegram : The President paid a tribute to Mrs. Gita Dyzenhaus. Her
absence due to ill health was deeply regretted. Conferenco
would miss her "huge contribution". A message of
appreciation with wishes for a speedy recovery was sent f -~
Conference.

Joan Grover (Cape Western) thanked Albany for hosting
Conference.

Conference was asked to remember with deep sympathy
Doreen Hindle, whose son, aged 19, was killed on the Horder.

T. RULES OF PROCEDURE : Adoptoc/
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7. EULES OF PROCEDURE, AMopted.
8« ELECTION OF PRESS COMMITTEE, Mrs. Jill Joubert was elected as Press Liadiocn Officer.

Each Region nominated a member to be called upon if

necescary.
Je TION OF MI on s
The Minutes were. ratified,
10, NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS REFORTS.
A, HEADQUARTERS REPORT : Presented by Jill Wentzel A ix 2.

She said that Joyce Harris has brought back the arm of simple proteat,
a powerful weapon, We should go forward protesting all the time.

B. NATION ' RT. Presented by Robin Harvey.Appendix 3.

She drew attention to the fact that the Magagzine operated at a loss
during 1980, Discussion was deferred until after presentation of the

Magazine Report.
C. MAGAZINE REPORT. Presented by Ethel Walt. A ix 4.

She suggested that not sufficient material was being submitted,

stern asked about the quote of a Cape Town firm for
printing SASH.

Headguarters = Correspondence had been entered into but there had bean no
reply from the Frinter. This to be further investigated. DBut it was
pointed out that difficulties would ensue with an editor on the Reef and
printers in Cape Town.

There would be inevitable time lagzs with copy having to travel back and
forth, and additional room for error.

Beard : asked about the possibility of advertising, but these were
discounted because of the small circulation.

%ﬁﬂﬂ t The sizge of SASH was being altered to A4, which should give tho
itor more scope with content and layout, photographs and pictures.

The eventual binding of all issues would have to change to accommodate
the new size.

Complimentary copies would still be sent to various organisations, the
Press, libraries and the Diplomatic Corps., and these would need to bLe
funded.

:+ asked all Regions to sell SASH on sale or return at bookshops and
to offer copies for sale at R1.00 for current copies or any price for
back numbers at their cake sales, book sales, morning markets etc.,

N : asked if the front cover was sacrosanct and whether it could be
anged - this would depend on costs.

11, REGIONAL REPORTS.
ALBANY. Presented by Margot Beard. Appendix 5.

She emphasised that Albany could become the focus of increased problems
and the spotlight of South Africa. It was hoped to engender student
membership from Rhodes. She appealed for support for Albany from
other Regions.

CAPE WESTERN. Presented by Joan Grover Appendix 6,

During discussion it was stated that a survey of Atlantis had been

conducted. It has not yet been written up but will be circulated when
completed. Atlantis was condemned as a "high class resettlement camp"
Professor John Simpson's survey on the expectations of Urban Blacks will

be made available.
NATAL, MIDLAWNDS/-—
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11,  REOIONAL REPORTS CONT/
NATAL MIDLANDS. FPresented by Maggy Clarke ix 7.

Esther Levitan asked that the display on Black Education be repeated
on June 16th. Maggy replied that it has been refused by the
Publie Library as possibly political, but there was a possibility of
it being displayed at the Institute of Race Relations,

NATAL COASTAL. Presented by Ann Colvin Appendix O,
Highways Branch : Fresented by Patty Geerdts. Appendix U,

In reply to a question from Margot Beard, Patty said that combined
meetinge were held with Natal Coastal and that Highways specialised
in the immediate, localised needs with which they could deal,

CAPE EASTERN. Presented by Bobbie Melunsky (no written report)
A written report is to be submitted. There are about 313 members on
the books, but only half a dogzen attend meetinga,.

Item 21C was discussed and after discussion it was agrged that
Port EBlizabeth be officially reconstituted a fully fledged Region =
Cape Bastern Region.

Conferance ui:hq:l them well.
BORDER. Presentod by Val Viljoen. (no written report)

No meetings had been held for two years. There had been a cripplin-
loss of membership through emigration. The letter of the National
President to all members had resulted in seven paying up, one of whom
was in Sterkstroom, another in Queenstown and two in old age homes.
There had been three resignations.

The Advice Office continued with three or four keen members, Hut the
rest, total eight, were uncommitted.

It was proposed that Border continue as it is.
Conference would review the situation next year.

Margot Beard - Albany - suggested a regional get-together to fire
members and potential members into activity. This was welcomed.

Nora Squiree agreed in private to try to resuscitate tha Region and
was warmly thanked.

TRANSVAAL. Presented by Audrey Coleman Appendix 10,

She paid particular tribute to Gita Dyszenhaus, She described the
past year as a year of crises on every front.

12,  ADVICE OFFICE REPORTS. Appendix 11.

12A. Reporte from the Advice Offices were presented and issues of special concern in
each region were raised for discussion.

ALBANY : The National President requested that the wording in the report be
corrected to make it quite clear that the CGrahamstown office is run
jointly by the Black Sash and the Institute of Race Relations and that
donations are received by the Institute which is a registered
Fund Raising Organisation, The Black Sash does not accept any
donation whatsoever from the public.

1t was suggested that the National office make reprecsentations to
Covernment to make hospitale and cliniecs responsible for the
registration of births, This was opposed hecause of the legal
implications of ethnic and racial classification and influx control
provisions which have serious amd long term consequences for blaci
people and make birth registration a tool of apartheid enforcement.
It was agreed that it wovld be unwise for hospitals to be inveolved in

control. CAPE WESTRRN/--- Page Four/
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CAPE WESTERN. Appendix 12/13

The Athlone Advice Office has continued to concentrate on problemg ot
family life as affected by Influx Control, Migrant Workers, Squatters,
Domestic Workers and Houging,

They have also dealt with various workerg' compleints-against
employera.

Their legal work continues and the Komani judgment handed down by
the Appeal Court in August 1980 was of the utmost significance for
the wives and children of qualified men but is being frustrated by
the administrative procedures and actions of the bureaucracy. This
is the case in all prescribed areas where the Black Sasn has
experience.

NATAL MIDLANDS, Appondix 14.

This office has not been affected adversely by a move to new premices.
The question of the emancipation of black women in Natal was raiscd.
Black women in Natal continue to be subject to the outdated and
restrictive provisions of the Natal Code. They may not be
emancipated if they are married and must always have the consent of

a male guardian to their emancipation.

NA TAL. Appendix 15
This Region has concentrated on the question of pensions.

Discussion was deferred to later as time was set aside on the 2~
for the whole pensions situation (Item 13),

CAFE RASTERN .

There has been no Black Sash Advice Office in Fort Elizabeth for
some yoars but Mrs. Melunsky reported that members wore discussi- -
possibility of re-opening an office.

No report was tabled because of the lack of office bearers.

The cases in Bast London are mostly problems of unemployment and
poverty as well as complaints of workers about their employers.
It is hoped that this office will now be able to report directly

to Headquarters on a quarterly basis until a Regional Committee can
be eatablished.

PRETORI 4.

Unfortunately no one from the Pretoria branch had been able to attond
Conference. This small branch'does stirling work.

The Advice Office is open three days a week and the cases cover the
whole spectrum of black people's problems in South Africa.

IRANSVAALL. Appendix 10.
The director of the Johannesburg Advice Office reported verbally on.
the expansion of advice offices and community education through the

work of the Home and Family Life Division of the South African
Council of Churches.

D ON_ON 1 .

The Advice Offices have conducted a total of over 21 000 intervicws
during the past year. This represents a very significant coller~*:-
of cased based information and expertise.

A significant new trend/-—
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DISCUSSION ON TH ICE OF RTS CONT

A significant new trend is that Government, which has previously
maintained a respect for "Law" and has always claimed justification for
immoral actiones Ly stating that "it is the law™ is now departing from
this stance and has shown in it's attitude to the Komani judgment an
administrative resistance to a ruling of the Appeal Court which is being
ignored. Individuals who should have immediately had Section 10(1)(e¢)
righte recognised as a reosult of the Komani judgment are having to fight
their cases one by one through all the administrative channels and are
only being granted their legal rights after seeking the assistance of
attornoys and threatening action in the Supreme Court.

The Ciskei citizens are being forced to apply for citizenship cards bLefore
they can obtain birth certificates, Referencce Books, pensionsj,and officiale
are acting as if Ciskei were already independent in their handling of all
types of applications. Ms. Viljoen reported on the case of a Ciskei
citizen who has been banished from Ciskei into the so=called white arca

of the Republie where the South African Government has refused him
accommodation or any other assistance,

Mrs. Charton reported that Transkei has always refused to accept froups
of people for resettlement and suggested that other homeland governments
should adopt this policy.

128. LABCUR CCNTRACTS. Arising from a decision of the 1980 Conference, Mrs. Harris
reported on her long and fruitless correspondence with Government and
correspondence with employer's organisatione on the gquestion of laliour
contracts and the fact that a worker is given no copy of his contract

As this approach has failed Dr. Nash suggested that members of the Blaci
Bash who are sharehclders in various companies should ask questions of
management about their practice re labour contracts

MRS, WENTZEL IN THE CHAIR.

12C. The resoclution standing as Item 12C on the Apenda was withdrawn and tho
following statement was unanimously accepted and released to the presz :

"Mwo years apo at the time of the 1979 Conference Dr. Koornhof received

a deputation from the Black Sash. One of the items raised in “thd
discussions was the position of black people who have grown up on white-
owned farms who, for the rest of their lives, are categorised as "farn
labour", Their Reference Books are often stamped "Farm Labour only™, and
they are then never permitted under any circumstances to take up any other
kind of employment. '

The Minister expressed surprise and indicated that he had thought that
this no lenger happened.

Two years later it is still happening.

It is not only farm people who are denied any upward mobility and the
opportunity to make use of skills which they have acquired. All black
people who are compelled to work in the one ycar contract system and ag
migrant labour are placed in a category of employment when they first

enter the labour market and are not allowed to mnove inte any other cate ory

Domestic workors must always work as domestics, building labourers muct
always work as labour for the building industry, mine workers must romein
in the mines,and so on.

The removal of these iniquitous restrictions would be a simple mattor.

Now that the Department of Manpower Utilisation is going to take over
responsibility for Labour Bureaux for black people the Black Sash
challenges the Minister of Manpower Utilisation to do what the Minister of
Co=oparation and Development has lamentably failed to do and to begin *+*-
process of introducin: a free labour market by removing these restrainu.

L1
without delay. 13, PENSIONS/ Page Six/---
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13, EENSIONS (Rems 134 and B)

Mrs. Harris reported on her correspondence with the Minister of
Co-operation and Development on the question of pensions which arose out

of a decision of the 1980 Conference. She had sent to the Minister a vory
detailed and well documented memorandum from Notal Coastal together with
briefer documents from other regions.

After much delay a totally unsatisfactory reply had been received from thc
Deputy Ministor, saying that pensions in the homelands were the
responsibility of homeland governments. Mrs. Nicholson had pointed out
that the South African Social Pensions Act of 1973 is the ruling Act in all
non-independent homelands as well as in the rest of South Africa.

It was pointed out that according to figures given in Parliament in
February in 1901 205000 white peorle in the whito arcas were in receipt of
pensions but only 299 700 black people. It would seem that in the so-
called white areas at least 2/3 of potential black pensioners are not
receiving pensions and that the situation is very much worse in the

hﬂﬂﬂl anda.

DISCUSSION ON STRATEGLES.

Hatal QE!EE!l will persevere in their attempts to bring test cases to the
Courts but in view of what has happened to the Komani judgment this

strategy is unlikely to achieve widespread results unless it is
supplemented by other thrusts. Community education and group action are
particularly important. Efforts to improve administrative procedures,
attitudes of officials and to expose the facts must continue. It was
stressed that a pension is a legal right but is most often regarded by
officialdom as a privilege.

Homel ands CGovernments are not provided with sufficient funds to enable tF-
to allocate enough money for pensions in their budgets.

All pensions, including mother's grants and disability pensicne should “e
back dated to the date of application,

It was agreed that this matter be noted for discussion at Conference 1702.

14,  GROUP AREAS ACT. Appendix 17.

14A. Cape Western presented a slide show and fact paper on the destruction of
District 8ix.

Cape Western presented a fact paper on Removals, Appendix 18,

During discussion it was suggested that Crossroads was not necessarily a success
story. The Government is using the renewal as propaganda and Sash should
investigate. '

14B. The resclution standing as Item 14B on the Agenda was
croposed by A. Coleman
Froposed by E. Levitan
ggnn ed by P. Crosoer.
The amendment was carried with 6 votes against being recorded. The original
motion thus fell away. The amended resoclution as passed reads :

"The damage done over the last 28 years to the lives of over half
a million people by their uprooting and relocation in terms of the Group
Areas Act cannot be undone.

The Black 3ash calls upon the Government to cease forthwith all Group Arcas
removals and to withdraw all prosecutions pending under this racist Act"™

Page Seven/
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SUNDAY )5TH MARCH 1961.

« H g8 in the Chair.

15. REMOVALS AND RESETTLENENT.
15A. NG M MINUTES OF CO

i}  Reissue of the Map Mrs. Walt reported on the progress of this work.

The sub-committee ie trying to condense the information to be shown on
the map itself in order tc make it more easily readable,

All text will be removed to columns outside the map outline.

The question of colour will be re-investigated., The coste had been
thoppht to be prohibitive but all possible techniques available will Le
considered. The Northorn Transvaal region hag not been adequately
researched but the results of the work of Surplus People's Project in
that area will soon be available, The methods of marketing the map are
8till to be decided upon.

ii) The recommendation that the Black Sash continue to document and expose
removals has been carried out in all the active Regions and members have
been involved in some of the areas concerned in various ways.
Opportunitios have been sought to find ways in which support of the
comminities concerned can be .given.

158, Nancy Charton of Albany dclivered a paper on resettlement,

A bock "An Bmpty Table? Churches and the Ciskei Future"™ edited by herself
and Dr. Nash is available from the S.4. Council of Churches at R20,20
per copy. Ly R T

During the ensuing discussion attention was drawn to the increasing
polarisation of ethnic groups which is resulting from Government policy ;
to the apparent willingness of people to move in some cases which is

the result of their belief in promises made to them ; to the
environmental and ecological destruction which oceurs in resettlement arcas
to the fact that the current resettlement programme is merely a
consolidation of the theft of the land from black people which began as
white people moved intc the country and which was formalised in the 1913
Land Act § our goal in opposing reclocation ahnuld be to stand for the
restoration of the land to the people.

15C. (i) RURAL POVERTY. Presented by Judith Hawarden, Appendix 19,

The population of the bantustans has become trapped in poverty.

The elite are now the migrant workers who are "lucky™ enough to have
jobs to go tos. The abysmal lack of awareness of the situation by white
people was highlighted.

Mrs. Hawarden drew attention to Mr. Pik Botha's statement that "there
ie no hunger in the country". She suggested that he be invited to the
Eastern Cape to see for himself the hunger which he had denied. After
discussion it was decided that this could have negative effects.

Conference agreed to send the following telepram to the Minister :
1 am to « Pik Botha = Minister of Information.

You said at a General Election Meeting in Meyerton in March that there

is no hunger in the Country.step You know that starvation in rural arcas
is one of this Country's greatcost problemas. You know that children arec
dying daily of malnutrition séep You know that apartheid lawe cause the
problem akag . What you really mean is that there is no hunger among

whites step".
15C. (ii) THE LIE OF VOLUNTARY RENOVALS/-—-
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THE LIE OF VOLUNTARY REMOVALS, Presented by Prue Crosoer Appendix 2i,
She tabled the following documents :
A paper on Onverwacht. ggggggii_gl-
S. A. Development Trust Income and Expenditure Accounts. Appendix 22.
A Report on Winterveldt, | ﬁgbandi; 23,

Sheena Duncan spoke of resettlement as part of the total picture of
black exclusion from political and economic participation in the

common South African Scciety. She spoke of the current developmonts .
in the historical process of the removal of residence rights from urban
people and the limitations imposed on the process of urbanisation ; the
developmant of the homeland policy and the consequent deprivation of
South African citigenship. 63 million black South Africans have lost
their citizenship since 1976 through the independence of Transkei ;
Bophuthatswana and Venda ; the gradual bringing about of a situation
where eventually all black South Africans will be prohibited imwigrants
or alien guest workers. Through resettlement 140 000 Labour tenants,
650 000 registered squatters and the majority of the 268 000 people
removed from the black spots prior to 1976 had been rendered landless
and entirely dependent upon their ebility to find work. This
pressure forcing them from the bantustans towards the cities is now
being met by counter pressures such as the R500 fine on employcrs cf
illegal labour, the cut back on recruitment and inereasingly effoctive
influx control measures which are forcing them back to rural area=s or
into survival strategies such as orime. FPeople are literally Ycing
erushed between these two forces.

Laur#rePlatsky reported on the work of the Surplus People's Project.

Their research is not yet roady for publication but will analyse
Atlantis as a "coloured" homeland, a high class resettlement camp, in
metropolitan area in comparison with the rural relocations of hlack
people in various parts of the country.

IN NA Fresented by Ann Colvin Appendix 2/.

General discussion on relocation.

Foints raised were : The consoquences of malnutriticn in infoncy
in terms of mental development can never be reversed. Mental as gll
as physical stunting for life is the result of present hunger. It is
important that individuale and communities can be brought to learn thot
they are part of a great pattern and that knowledge about other
communities in the same position and the strategies they have ado)ted
to meot the crisis be disseminated. Facts about proposed new
locations need to be disseminated so that poople can make informod

choices.

Arising out of the 1980 Conference resolution on resettlement all
Regions reported that the question had been part of their work during
the year, Natal Midlands had co=operated with Afra. Border lierion
had not becn able to do anything as Black Sash because of the failura
of members to take responsibility as office bearers but individual
members had been concerned and active in the course of their work
with other organisations.

Joyce Harrig summed up :

We must continue to collect the facts, inform the public and give
what support we can wherever we can,

The resolution standing on tho agenda as Item 15D was withdrawn by tho
Froposer and the following statement was unanimously adopted.

The Government and most whites/——-
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15D.  CONT/ "The Government and most whites believe that if there were no influx
control and the towns were swamped with workscekere living in shiltiytowna
this would be a social evil. The Black Sash believes it is a far
greater soclial evil that poverty and malnutrition exist in frightening
proportions out of sight and unsolved in rural areas - areas that arec
overcrowded by resettlement and the harsh implementation of influx
control.

If all those whe cannot make a living in the rural areas wero able to
flock to the towns Government and society as a wholo would be
confronted by the real problems in this conntry and would be the mnore
quickly compalled to take measures to solve them.

We are not impressed by claims that the influx contreol regulations are
necessary in order to prevent overcrowding and poverty : they disruise
and hide disastrous living conditions all ovor the country and thoy arc
designed so to do."

16.  EDUCATION,

164. Conference was reminded of the 1980 Conference resolution to work towards
the cbjective of cne uniform system of free and compulsory education for all,

168, Mrs. Thelma Henderson was unable to come to address the Conference on the

subject of African Education in the EBastern Cape. Professor Rodney Davoupcrt
addressed the conference in her place. He pointed out that the Eastern Cape
which had been the cradle of black education in South Africa now appeared to
be suffering from the effecte of "Bantu Education"™ to a greater degree than
-alkl-ever parts of the country. Black matriculation results in the Eastern
Cape are now twice as bad as in the rest of the country.

He summed up the pattern of unrest arising out of protest against Bantu
Blucation as follows :

1970 to 1971 - Nil
1972 1975 = Unrest mostly in the homelands
1975 = Rumblings in Pretoria. GCrowing protest against the

quality of teaching.
1976 Soweto erupts. Nothing happened in the Eastern Cape

1977 w The aftermath of 1976. The impact was felt in the
Eastorn Cape when teachers threatened to resign after
Steve Biko's death. There was protest in towns and
children were detained.

¥

1978 w Incidents and arson spasmodically.
1979 w Quiat.
1580 w Boycott and protest beginning in Western Cape and

apreading rapidly to EBastern Cape. There was no
uniform pattern. The impetus of action in the
Bastern Cape did not keep pace with Western Capa.
Moderating influences were school feeding schemes,
bursaries, classroom building programmes, community
participation in educational decisicns.

Professor Davenport summarised the causes of the schools protest ; spoke of
the gap between parents and their children and the shattering of old pattorns
of familial discipline.

In the discussion which followed the work of SACED was mentioned.
It was pointed out that thore igf-
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EDUCATION CCNT/

It was pointed out that there is little incentive for black children to
remain in school as a matriculation certificate does not guarantee a igh
commensurate with ability. This is particularly soc for young peocple in the
Coloured Labour Preference Arecas and in all rural areas. Black matricul antn
in all areas work well below their potential. The question was raised
whether "defusing™ crisis situations might not aggravate the ultimate
conflict.

160, REPORTS FROM REGIONS ON THE BDUCATION CRISIS.

16C i)

16C ii)

16C, iii)

Student Unrest in Natal written by 3. Franklin Appendix 29.

Unrest emanated chiefly from pupils at Indian schools supported by

the non-racial Theological College and the University. A student action
committee supported by parepnts was formed following a baton charge by police
on marchers in Main Street students in school grounds.

Looking at Johannegsburg's Coloured children -
presented by J. Davidoff, Appendix 2€.

She drew attention to Work in Progress No. 14 which contained a repoft oI
the boycotts in Kimberley and to the recently published Regulations which

will prevent any student taking part in boycotts or active resistance from
attending any school.

It-was pointed out that although there have been moves made by central
government to introduce parity in pay scales betwecn white and blacks,
coloureds and Indians this only applies to those whose qualifications arc
C-Scale or higher (i.e. Matric ; plus three years post-matric trnininﬁ¢;
This is in some ways an empty gesture when it is known that 80¥ Black, 7C
Coloured and 407 Indian teachers possess qualifications below the C-Scule.

It was also felt that the effects of the boycotts had not been felt in the
basic power structure. The nett result was that the boycotts, thus far had
merely made it more difficult to get qualifications and ultimately a bettoer
job, :

So far as making education compulsory for all blacks, Mras. Davidoff commonted
that there was a feeling amongst many that it should be rejected. They have
alrecady rejected the system when entry into it was voluntary anmd, furthermore,
the system ought not be given a degree of respectability by being

compulsory.

Cape Western, further item following their Fact Paper on
Schools Boycott. - A ix 27,

Reference was made to an item in the Cape Argus of March 12th dealing with
roegional comnittces which had been set up in Guguletu, Langa and Nyanga.

Cape Western is fully aware of the fact that all that their role could be waa
%0 monitor and show solidarity.

Border, comments (Val Viljoen) that in the Border area whore the Ciskei
Government acted with great violence, there were incentives to keep the
schools open ¢

Teachers were informed that if their schools were closed they would not Lo
paid and this meant that they were forced to carry on even though very fow
pupils attended

E‘thg Lovitan = Black education is intimately bound up with white
ucation and perhaps we should examine the reasons why there is sc little
support among whites for black protest. She offered to prepare a paper for
1982 Conference on white education. The regions were invited to send
commenta to her.

Sue Joynt mentioned that UCT would/-a=
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EDUCATION 4.00 P.M ESTHER LEVITAN CONT/---

Sue Joynt montioned that UCT Hgyln be having a series of seminars at tho

end of March on "The Crisis in Wiises Fducation" ; laterial from those
seminars would be forwarded to Esther

16D. The resolut on the agenda papor was withdrawn and the following statement
was accepted and released for publication. )

"The Black Sash bolioves that South African education reflects the inequalitico
and explcitation of its society and therefore does not seek to extend the white
system of education to all schools, but recognises the need to develop and
establish education in a truly democratic society based on the will of all the

people ",
1L6E. The following rosolution was Proposed by Judith Hawarden and
Seconded by Prue Crosoor.

"Whereas it is considered imporative to express solidarity and to show
respect towards the school children who died or were imprisoned during and aftor
the Soweto uprising in 1976, it is proposed :=

l. That members of the Black Sash observe Juna 16 as a day of mourning.
2. That thoy encourage others to do the same

3. That members lobby school principale and tcachers to encourage pupils to
observe June 16 as a day of mourning." :

In motivating her resolution, Judith referred to the complaint of blochs.
'what do whites ever do to help blacks ; what about June 16th?"

She pointed out that it was important for white children to know about
June 16th., Esther Levitan registered strong protest against the wordin:
of the resolution clthough she supported the sentiments which prompted it.

Esther Levitan felt that the expression "that June 16th be reserved as a
‘day of Mourning' was meaningless, and that perhaps it might be bettor %o
ask white parents to keep their children away from school on that day.

Jill Wentzel, in defending the resolution submitted that it would be better
to retain the deliberately vague wording, so as to allow a greater degroe of
latitude in the mode in which people might show their solidarity on June 156th.

An amendment propesed by Cape Western that Item (3) of the resolution be
deleted was defeated and the resolution was passed with 23 in favour and

4 againsot,
17. HOUSING.
17. i) Pauline Morris of Transvaal Region presented a slide show and paper
on Housing in Sowcto. A ix 2.
17. ii) Kathy Satchwell commented on a paper prepared by the Justice
Sub=committee in Johannesburg on the position of Black women
in relation to the 99 year lease. A ix 29.

She pointed out that one of the chief problems for black women wag their
legal capacity : if married in accordance with customary law a black
woman was a minor, and therefore has no capacity to enter into contracts.

If married in accordance with Civil or Chrietian rites and without an
Antenuptial Contract, a black woman was automatically married out of
community of property but with the marital power of the husband intact aodl
therefore, although she would not partake of a share in the community
assets, (for there would be no community), she would still have nc
contractual capacity. It was therefore necessary in these circumstancos
to examine the marriage documents to discover whether the Antenuptial
Contract aexcluded community of property and marital power or included
commnity but excluded the marital power.

DISCISSTON ON FUTURE CONFERENCE
PLANING/-ee
Page Twoelvy,

L S —



- Pame Twelve =
DI ON OF N ANNING

Fact papers in general, It was folt that there were difficultios harc
as many regions had not received the papers in sufficient time to read
them before leaving home for the Confearence. A plea was made that in
future members see that their papors were sant out to the regions in
good tima.

The session adjourned at 5.25 p.m and reconvened at 8.00 P.M
at Dr. Mariann Roux's home.

18, CLOSED SESSION - Joyce Harris in the Chair.
184. BLACK SASH STRATEGIES.

These were discussed with particul-r reference to the problems of
participation and nen-participation when specific issues arise, o.(.,
the giving of ovidence to the Steyn Commission intc the Mass Media,

It was agreed that Joyce Harris and Jill Wentzel should give evidence.

It was further agrced thut all problems which may arise from time to time
should be dealt with on their merits, and judgment should be based on the
yardstick of the aims, objeots, principles and integrity of the

Black Sash,

18B. CONSTITUTION CAMPAIGH.

The Chair gave a report on developments during the year and explained sona
of the problems which had arisen.

She oonvcyed the wish of the Constitution Grovp that similar groups ho
instituted in other Regiona.

MONDAY 16TH MARCH, 19681,

The meeting opened at O09h0O0,

The question was raised as to whether Black Sash should have a Central
Resources Centre - no decision wag made.

194 JUSTICE.
19. i)  Incitement Logislation - Fact Paper (Transvaal) - withdrawn from Agenda.
19. ii)  Langa Commissioners' Courts - Fact Paper (Cape Western)

was presented by D. Ractliffe Appendix 30,

The meeting felt as a whole that it was a valuable activity to
monitor the Courts.

An article in the Toronto Globe reported in the Argus had prometed
interest in "Justice for All", People awaiting trial may wait up to
two weeks to have finger prints taken. Lepgal Defence only seems to heo
sought if relatives know about the possibilities.

19, iii) Congcientious Objection = presented by Patty Geerdts of
Natal Coastal. Appendix 3l.

There are different categories and classifications of conscientious
objectors. FPatty drew attention to the witnessz of Peter Moll and
Richard Stcele who were both recently released after serving
sentences in detention barracks and of Charles Yeats who returned from
Britain to make a stand., Their sacrifice has opened the whole
question to public debate and there are indications that the army and
SADF Chaplains are giving serious consideration to alterations in the
law on conscientious objection. The role of the Jehovah's Witness
muet not be overloocked. 93 members of this sect are at prosent serving
3 year sentences in detention barracks., After the 3 years they will
not be required to render any further service to the State. The familics,
particularly the mothers,of conscientious objectors need support.

The following statement was adopted/---

“Fage Thirteen/



19.

19.

19.

19,

iv)

vi)

vii)

Page Thirteen -
The following statement was adopted :
"™ The Black Sash feels :

1) that patriotiem demands service and commitment to all the
peoples of South Africa.

2) that this service and commitment must bo carried out and expresscd in
many arcas and activities.

3) that those young men who claim the right to be treated as
conscientious objectors and the right to offer alternative forms of
National Service are oxpressing their patriotic duty in a
responsible and committed manner.

and offers support to all young men in this Country who struggle to sorve
South Africa and its peoples according to the dictatea of their
conscience and sense of justice."

Capital Punishment - (on revorse side Page 2 of Appendix 32
Appendix 25) .

This paper was p epared Ly Mrs. E. Franklin and Mrs. A. Colvin
of Natal Coastal.

148 people were oxoouted in South Africa in the year 1978/79 and 130
people in 1979/80.
In the United States there were 4 executions in five years.

It was agreed thut in order to work for the abolition of the death
penalty, we should try to convey the facts alout capital punishmunt to
the public and to maintain on-going discussion and action in whatevor
ways are possible, It was suggested that all Regions should collcct
facts and information about the death senteonce and that the matter "o
considered again at the next National Conference.

ition Launched b oelofse. ~ calling for Mr. P. 7. Du
Toit to be returned to prison was circulated. Somg mambeors felt thig
p&tition had to do with revenpge rather than with justice and it war
left to individual delepgates to decide whether they would sign or net
in their personal capacities.

It was agroced that the National President should write to the Secrctary
for Manpower Utilisation drawing his attention to the necessity of

regular inspections being made to protect Mr. Du Toit's workers from
possible abuse in the future.

Political Frisoners.

The following resclution was passed unanimously.
"The Black Sash rededicates itself to continue to fight for :
l« The roloasc of all political prisoncrs j

2. Tho ropoal of all thosoc laws which allow for bannings,
banishmonts, detontions, and punishmont without trial

3. Tho right of habous corpus to be rostorod™,

Folice Action in Now Brighton,

Bobby Molunsky of Capo Bastorn proposed tho following rosolution which
was unanimously adopted,

"Thoe Black Sash,bolieving tuat ;-

1., Tho freodom and lives of tho individual are not to be takon
lightly by scrvants of the stato ;

2. Where members of tho/.-—
Page Fourtcoa/
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= Page Fourteen -
Police Action in New Brighton Cont/—e

2« Whero members of the SAP arc involved in incidonts resulting in
injury and loss of life cspecial caroc must be taken by tho
authorities to roassure the public thet violent acts by the
SAF are always thoroughly investigated and firm action taken
whore nccessary

3. The refusal by the Minister of Folice to accede to well=
documgnted requests to hold public or judicial enquiry into the
shooting by mombers of the SAP in New Brighton, Port Elizauoth,
on 5th November 1980, which resulted in tho deaths of several
porsons has not reassurod memberas of the public that servants
of the state are being hold accountable ;

$herefore asks the Minister of Police to advise the public of
the nature and extent of the investijation into these incidontsn

POLITICS.

The Transvaal was unable to present the paper on tho history of
Black resistance.

Dr. Nash presented the following statement which was unanimously
adoptod,

"On August 9th, 1956, 20,000 women marched to the Union Buildings,
Pretoria, to present petition forms signed by over 100,000 people
protesting against passes for women., Since thon tens of
thousands of women young and old, have suffered arrest, imprisonmcnt,
banning, banishment and exile, while influx control has becomeo

even more rigid and destructive in its effects on family life and
therefore the life of the nation.

This year marks the 25th annivoersary of that massive peaceful
demonstration. We call on all our members to unite with other
South African women in commemorating the march, honouring the

women who have led the resistance to unjust laws, and strengtheni.z
the role of women in the sfruggle for a.domocratic South African
state based on the will of all the peopla."

Promises of Change, Governmoent Backe-tracking,extrapelated-Appendix 33
from Press Cuttings

—— - —

Fact Paper - Transvaal
Jill Wentzel = National Vice=Prosident Black Sash.

This well-presented and well received papcr was discussed at some
lﬂn-gth-

It was suggested that copies be-sent to all Editors of Englioh-
speaking language newspapers with a covering memorandum to the
effect - damage being done by the whitewashing by the Johannesburg
pPress.

Magscs were being conascientized by these articles.

The Fingerprint Bill - Presented by Shoena Duncan. Appendix 3.,

After discussion, the following statement drawn up by Dr. Nash was
unanimously adopted.

The 1970 Bantu Homelands/---
Page Fiftoon/
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The Einﬁuggrint Bill ﬂnnt}

"The 1970 Bantu Homelands Citigenship Act paved the way for
depriving all black (African) South Africans of their citizenship
and making them foreigners in the land of their birth.
Consoquently for eighty percent of the inhabitants of South Africa
as constituted in 1910 the current total naticnal strategy, includingz
"roformist" chan es hased on the Wieghahn and Riekert reports, ic
aimed at maintaining white power and privilege.
Tho methodsof total national strategy includo total control of all
inhabitants of South Africa by means of computer technology and the
proposed fingerprinting legislation ; incorporation of a privilced
few blacks in the urban industrial economy ; and relegation of the
redundant majority to unrelieved rural poverty in the so-called black
national states.

This institutionalised wiolence can only lead to increased
desperation and counter=vioclence on the part of oppressed people, =nd
bring disaster on the country as a whola.

Those who seek poace and justice cannot be content with reformist
policies and ™defusing"™ programmes, They must aim, and co-oporate
with others who aim, at total national reconstruction based on the
will of all the people in South Africa.»

Ihj lm gﬂﬂ!liﬂt .

After discussion of the escalating conflict on South Africa's Lordors
the following statements were unanimously adopted :

(a) m™The national conference of the Black Sash is gravely
concorned at the increasing engagement of South African
military forces beyond the borders of the country, and in
particular the recent raid into Maputo which was in vieclaticn
of international law and can only serve to bring us clozor te
open warfara.

South Africang must remember that their fellow South
Africans have been driven to armed struggle by tho
institutionalised vioclence of apartheid. The only way
to end violence is to cstablish justice and the rule of
law, ™

(b) "The Black Sash recognising that the armod conflict in which
South Africa is enpajged is a civil war, calle upon the South
African Government to :=

1. extend prisoner-of-war status to all those captured in
this conflict.

2. bYecome signature to the 1977 Protocol to the Geneva
Convention.,"

The Republic Fostival.
The following resolution proposed and scconded by mombers of the
Natal Midlands Region was passed unanimously

" The Black Sash, believing that the 20th anniversary of the
foundation of the Republic of South Africa is no cause for
celebration for a majority of its citizens and still less for thoce
from whom South African citizenship has been wrested by legislation,
calls upon its members and the general public to boycott the
Republic Day @elebrations on and around May 3let, 1901. "

21- ' H II\ s
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BLACK SASH PUSINESS.

Arising from the Minutes of the 1980 Conference.

No action has been taken on the collation and publication of
the President's letters and statements to the press., It has nct
been posaible to find the time to carry out this worthwhile projcect.

The President reported on action taken on the 1900 resolutions which
had not been previously dealt with on this agenda,

Amendment to the Constitution.

Due notice having been given and having been proposed and seconded
the following amendments to the Constitution were passed
unanimously.

"In this Constitution the words "Republic of South Africa™ shall Y
replaced throughout by the words "South Africa" Ly which is mecant
South Africa as defined by the Act of Union in 1910w,

Sgction 2 of the Constitution of the Black Sash,

AIMS AND OBJECTS shall be amended to road :=

"The Organisation shall “e non-party political and undenomination:-l,
and by non-violent and peaceful means shall pursue the followin-
objects :~

i) To promote justice and the principles of parliamentary
democracy in South Africa.

ii) To seek constitutional recognition and protection Ly lau
of Human Rights and Liberties for all ;

iii) To further the political education and enlightenment of
South African citizens and others ;

iv) To undertake whatever other activities may further the
cbjocts of the organisation®,

See under Regional Reports : Cape Tastern.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT t+ Mrs. Joyce Harris was elected unanimously
and with acclaim,

Delegates paid tribute to her outstanding
leadership over the last three years.

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS : Mrs. Jill Wentzel

Mrs. Sheena Duncan

In view of the ahove elections, Transvaal Region will again be
the Headquarters Region.

THE NEXT CONFERENCE will be held from FRIDAY 12TH MARCH at 8 p.m to the
afternoon of MONDAY 15TH MARCH, 1982 in Durban,
Netal Coastal was thanked for inviting to host Conference.

The National President thanked the Chairman anl members of the Albany
Region for their warm hospitality and the efficiency and comfort of all
the arrangements made for Conference and for the hard work and effort
they had all puet into making the meeting a success,

All the delegates seconded her thanks.

CLOSURE 4 P.M MONDAY 16TH MARCH 1981
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