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PRETORIA AT 10100 ON 39 JUNE 1976

PRESENT

Messrs, M.C. Botha

Minister - Dty Administration &

I.P. vin Onsclen : do.
J. Rossouw t Socn.nn/ = Dept. Bantu A"d.:cntlou
G. Vermculen -t Offieial - Bantu Admin. & Developuent
F. Cronje . s do. do. do. .
J. Eyscn ‘e do. do. deo.
K. Roath : do. do. do.
H.P.P. MNuider : Chairman - West Rland Admin. Board
C.P. Venter " i Vice-Choirman -  do. do. =
J«C. de Villiers 4 Chief Director - do. do.

P. Wilsaach : Director: Housing -do. do.

Malon Asst.Directer: iious, - do.
J.G. .-acobs Official - do. dn.
T.J. N E Urbarn ilantu Counzillor

Urban Bantu Ccuncillor
Urbuu Bantu Councillor

L., Mcsala ¢ Urban Nantu Councilior
M.Te Moerane i ASSECA B
PoMe bongine t  Urban Dantu Councillor

Teacher
Revercnd = Methodist Church

B.S.} Selepe
E.E. Mababane

H.H. Dhlaclenze : Teachery
L. Mlonzi . Urban Bantu Councillor
M.M. Sebetlelo . ¢ Student

The Minister, Mr. M.C. Botba welcomed the dnlegac‘on and requésted the Reve
rend Mahabane to opca the discussions with a prayer. The Minister then as..&d
Mr. T.J. Makaya to proceed.in presenting the case of the dcputa.tl":. 3 o
M. Makaya extendecd his sincere t'hnuk.q and appreciation to the Minicter fur
affording the deputation the opportunity of c-.x:sir.g the zorious Sewelo
situstion with the senior Minister. lic stated that the Urban Bantu f—o-m'.ul
approached the Regional Directer of Baatn l:du.u.nan on i
to trf &€ being the seriodsness of “the situation to nis noticﬂ Tha Repional
Df‘.eu!' retused to discuss the lancusee gGuestion vwith the Urban Bantu Ceanne¥
delegarion, as, h> stated, it was a professiena! maticr an \:'." "rb:\n !Ln?u
Counziliers were nct competent and -capable of Gis 3

He prucecdes to say that the Rcri-,-u.l Dirsctor ealy agrezd to liste
tas2 after the Pirector: im 1or wome Lime. The
‘Bantu Cnuneil then reqrested the Mgieml Director «o teamast the Mintste.

¥ nd iy 53/30 andium requirerent  for aauw tise to dejroe t'm‘v.ry expls,
“ tion i~ Sowsto. Tho Reglonai Pirectas infors

ibon ciat ke
s kis instructicas from the Miniister .0 L Folicy anl tial h2
carmet feln with the Meucas fPa4 1Ny deiriiat ion.




¢ the

‘oweto lecwters are salrsficd thal
been =avzd if the Regional Dirvcror was more sywijs
in his attitude to the dojutation. lle'also refermed to the meeting
Soweto leaders yhich was called by the Chief Director at. New Canarla .aad stated
that even at this mecting the opinion was expro d that the mediwa of iu-
struzflon was tFe Fain reason TOT T violeice of the 16tH.  Ho requested
the Minister to suspend the 50/30 language requirement.

Mr. M

Mr. Mlonzi expressed regret for what has happencd as a result of the

children's: action. ° On.bchalf of the Soweto.leaders he wvants to assure the
Minister and the Governmcut that they are very sorry for what happened and
stated that this was purely the actirn of the children. He requested thc
Minister to convey the loaders' regret to the Government. ' He further stared
that nobody could have forcseen the rasults of the action of the children and -
said that the Jeaders nave now comc with their caps in hand, rleading for mercyr
amd the good judgement of the Minister. They assurcd the inister that they
were not here to dictate or.to demand Lut to plead for a chance to settle the
orievances o: the children and an opportunity to rebuild Sowcto. lie assurcd
the Minister that the destruction of the Board's offices in no way reflects on
the competcnce of the Board's officials. The leadeérs are uxtremely shoched

by the vendalism in Soweto. Hc assured the Minister that it was not a question)
of not wanting to have Afrikaans taugit as a subject in the schools, but the
children were finding it dirfficult to do cértain difficult &ilbjects in °
Afrikaans. Afrikaans should be taught as a subject but not used a5 A mediwnr
of instruction for difficuit subjects. He Jurther stated that they have never
been disappointed in their pleadings to the Minister. lle nerely wants the
Minister to look at the request from that angle and added that there were noh
sufficient teachers capatle to teach, using Afrikaans as a medium of instructizi.

le further requested that in all Teachers' Training Colleges more attention” -/
should be given to quaiify tcachors to use both official languagus. Je plcaded
with the Minister to help in taking a decision in regard to the suspension of
Afrikaans as a wedium of instruction. 5 . 3 >

Mr. L. Mosala alsc expressed regret with the events that took place in Soweto
on 16 and 17 June. He stated that in view of the Prime Minister's policy of
deténte, Blacks ware expecting that chahges were coming. He further stated
that the Blacks are depgancent on the Whites and the Whites are dependent ou the
Blacks of this ccuntry to decide the future of this country. He pleaded with |
the Minister not to view the request for the suspension of Afrikaans as madixm
of instruction, as animesity of thc Dlacks touwards Afrikaans, but it was be-
cause of the inability of teachers to teach difficuli subjects in AMfrikaeans.
The children and the teachers wera happy to have Afrikaans as a subject and he
pleaded with the Minister to assist with defasing the very explosive situation
in Soweto. He then thanked the Minister for affording the deputation an

PP ty of pr i the case to him. o

w. R.':I. Maponya also thagked the Ministor for.the opportuaity to zeet &
in order to present the clise of the Black parents and children in Scweto to'
him for consicoration. Ha expresscd his personal sympathy and that of thea
Black population with the damage.cnd thc loss of life that was causad auring
the riotr. lia stated that ke is of the opinion that irrepairable damdge has
boen done to the race relations in this country. ~ He thenked the Minister 19f)
-always having open deors for the Biack leaders of Sowato &r2 again ‘exprossed
is rogret with the hanponings i ow of the Primz Minisicr's oversecs vialst.
He asaured tha Miaister that Atrivaans was no: ha by tive Biaca populalivh
But that the ciild-on wore finding it difficult to muke surtficiynt prograss -
in the schools because of the 50/50 remuireseent.
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of the Department to force Afrikaans upon them as a medi¥um of i, ruc-
tion, in spite of repeated appeals for English as medium, tus the
whole matter into a political problem.
Messrs. L. Mlonzi and T. Thebelmn were of the opinion that oi‘f;cxal&
of the Department of Bantu Education were responsible for the issue
at hand and requested their dismissal forthwith.

-
Mr. S.I.P. Kgame stated that parents preferred their children to be
tuug.ht in the language of their own choice. He requested that schools
participate in the election ef their own School Boards.

Mr. B. Mdaka pointed out that all School Boards opt/ed for English as
medium of instruction when approached in this regard during 1972. When™
this matter was discussed with the Circuit Inspectors, it was mentioned
that not only would grants not be made to schools, but even existing
grants would be withdrawn if the instructions of the Department were not
carried out in full. Mr. Mdaka mentioned that they are not objecting
to Afrikaans as a language but are concerned about the prob.\iml that
arise when Afrikaans is used as a medium of instruction by teachers

who are not proficient in the language.

The Chairman stated that it has been the policy of the Department since 19
to at all times consider applications for diviation from the 50-50
ruling favourably in cases where real problems were experienced and
mentioned that, in fact, for the first time in history a subject was offe~
red in Afrikaans in Port Elizabeth at the beginning of 1976.

Mr. P.M. Lengene mentioned that when the matter was discus :d with him
the Senior Regional Inspector, informed that the matter diu not concern
the Urban Bantu Council. The fact that the School Board was nominatead
and not elected by the parents made the position worse. e requested
in immediate decision to take home to the people.

¥
Mr. M.T. Moerane said that the deplorable confusion and misunderstanding
as mentioned by the Minister, was in his opinion, at the door of the
officials of the Department. He further held the opinion that it was
not a question of the proficiency of the teachers, but that the crux of
the matter was the enforcement of 2 foreign languages upon the children.
He implored that the African people have more opportunity to make decxsxon’
regarding their own education.

In reply to the Chairman's statement that better results in Afrikaans
have been obtained over the last few years, Mr. P.N. Mephlane stated
that these results have been manipulated to show an increase and were
detzn;tely not classroom results. 4
Mr. S.J. Maphike said that the threats and intimidations of the Depart-
ment belonged more at home with the police and not with education. He
requested Mr Rosseau to give a ruling that English should be uscd unt1°
such time as the Minister decided on the matter.



Bourds are well aware of their 1f g ST
Education if they arc not satisfica vith a ru“ 13 By the Rc;ionc.l Dxn.‘ tor.

The Ministor stated that he was very sorry for what happened in Sowcto and
asked the wenbérd of the delegation to advise the scholars of his sincere
reqret and sympathy for the loss of life and damage to progerty. From thu
Aiscussions ho is satisfied thut this was duc to a misunderstanding, but o
orr is I lle agrecs with tie deputation that the vopnlation of

the Republic cannot live with tie gun and the ussegai.

:

The Minister said that he listened attentively to the spealers and overyone
requestcd the suspension of Afrikaans in Black schools. Boti official
languages were entrenched in the South African Constitution and there can
therefore Lie no question of his or any other Minister's authority te snuspcad
a laaguaye. He assurcd the represuntatives that they would mot go awaw
with empty hands '/llc is aware that therc arc deviations and he guoted for
instance Natal, wherc English is uscd exciusively in schools and the Free
State where Afrikaans is virtually used exclusively in schools. He rcq\.e..tm
the deputation to understand.end appreciate his posn.mq__\ ‘The samc O
can te cchieved by deviation rathe:r than suspensioa of a language. (whici
not possible in terms of the South African Oms.,l.tutlcnﬂ

The Minister stated that the Hewspapars were to a large oxtent to blare
the unfortunate incidents, but he is satisfied that the rcporiers are v«
superficial in their reporting«+ (lic said that th2 deputation must nccvp:
that education is a professional matter. The probl of prin
teachers are not generally appreciacted by outsiders. 7This problem rust be
discussed between principals-and School Doaids with their Circuit Inspectors.
He is preparad to grant the request of Mr. Mlonzi tc give the Jeaders & chance
+o enceavour to solve the Soweto problems. It must however be apgrnc’nt'm
that there arc many complications. if therc is a sudden change in the

wedium of struction, such as the availability of text book-. Changass can
and must be udessaken so as not to make a bigger mistake, ’

The Minister further stated that he will instruct the Secretary to meet re-
presentatives of School Boards and principals in Johaunesburg, and asked the
delegation to cnsure that a repr tive 7 ion from the Urban Bantu -
Council, 3cliool Boards and principals arc present to mcet the Secretary for °
Bantu Education. He will also arrange for the Secrctary of Bantu Admini-
stration to mcet the same or a similar delegation to afford them an opportunity
to bring to the notice of the Secretary the other protlems mentiored by Mr.
Moerane.

. :
Tt was decided, in consultation with the delegation that the meeting with the
Secretary for Dantu Education will take place on 25 June in the cffices of
the Vest Rund Administration Board, and with the Secretary of Bantu Admini-
ltrat’ion, on 29 June in th* offices of the-West-Rand Administration Board.

The Minister assured the delegation that if it was later nocﬂsscrj for him
40 again meet the delegation, he will oniy be tvo glad.to do so.:
%o the delegation to assist with the reconstruciion.of Soweto, and emphusizca
that ke will not dictate any conditions in this regard, but that theWnst
Rand Board must investigate a manner of rzconstructicn 2iid have discunsions
with the Sowoto Urban Bantu Council.

The Minister further stated that ho v31% visit Sowcio during thye Jourze of
/the next wook to catisfy himsol( of thc po: Duc to certain fmportiiic
legislation that he.wos dealing with in Farlizcent, it wes not possibin to -

2




The Minister also instructed the Jecretary for Bantu tilucation to extend ™
the closing datc for examination entries for the year-cnd examinations. The
Minister further stated that schools will not .be reopeucd before the Wintocr
Holidays and that he was unable to give a dccision on tho requests of the
delegation, but that he would consult with the members of the deleyation
before he announcel his decision. -

Mr. Mlonzt d a joint should be issued, to which. the Ministe:
agreec. (Sce Annexure). i : P

The Reverend Mahabane, on behalf of the delegation, thanked the l\lnixter for
agreeing to meet the delegation on such short notice. Iid also thanked the,
Chairman of the West Rand Administration Board for the arrangements to trans<
port the deputation to Protoria and being instruymental in contacting the
Minister with the delcgation's request to mcet him in Pretoria. tie also
thanked the Minister for the very friemdly manner in which the discussions
took place and for his attitude towards the delegation. L

. r
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 14h00O



