THE HBLLCK SA4SH.

NLTIONLL CONFERENCE.

CLPE TONN. OCTOEER 14 - 17, 1958.

PRESENT: Mrs R. Foley Netionnl President.
Mrs M. Corrigell Hationnl Vice-President

Central Executive:

Delegntes
Border:
Cape Eastern:
Cape Western:

Cepe Midlrnds:

Hetal
Coostal:
Natal
Midlandse:
Northern
Transvonl:
Orange Free
Stote:
Southern
Trensvonl:

South Ecstern
Tronsvorl:

Obgervers:

Lpologies:

Grectings

NC/69.

Mrs N. Green . Acking Chnirman.
Mrs E. Fouche Wice-=Choirmon.
Mrs H. Hohn Hon. Secretary
Irs R.lietrich Hon. Treasurer
Mesdemes M.E. Fisher, J. Dovideff, M.I.Britten.

Mesdomes

A.D. Curry

.i.ﬁl.-- PiI':i.E,. .f';.-f.‘bI'IiE, J . ﬂlﬂmsﬂnj -ﬁ"G-Di sz‘.rﬂk.i, Mi Riﬂhﬁyi
¥.C. Petersen, J. Morris, O.Rowe, H.Spottiswoode,

1.G. Roberts, E. Stott.

I. Conroy.

¥. Scott, J.F. Hill, Z.M. Herries-Baird, L.G. Haysom.

M.B. Dyer, S.M. Jolmson, P.H. Anderson, E.E.ll.Russell,
L.Me. E:Lmta*. J-w- EJllingeI'-

H. Kruger.

Je. S8inelair, M. Southey, M. ¥olker, S.E. Lroadbent,
R.G. Iriver, E.D. Gront.

M. Fourie, T. Brll, P. Garnett, M. Creecn.

Mrs G. Gottlieb and Miss J. White of the Central Executive;
Cepe Northern Region;

Lowveld Regionj

Mesdomes Findlay and Brink of the N. Tronsveal Regione.

Mrs Ventress of the Watal Cozstel Region.

1. Dedication/..sse



Winmutes of Notionzl Conference

Cape Town. __ October 14 - 17th, 1958. Page 2.
Secretary's Notes.
Page.
1. DEDICATICH, 1.
The dedicotion was read in Afrikaons by Mrs N. Green,
and in English by Mrs R. Foley.
24 WELCOME BY MRS M. PETERSEN, CH.IRMN OF CAPE WESTERN. 1.
APOIOGIES IND GRECTINGS.
3 NLTIONAL PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
The President's Lddress w~s received with accleim. Innexure B.

4. L. RULES OF PROCEDURE.

The Rules of Procedure were recd by the Hon. Seccretary and ACCEPTED.

B, FORMLTION OF STEERING .ND PRESS COMMITTEES. 1.

Steoriny Committee:

!rs Davidoff (Convenor)

Mosdames Spottiswoode (Cope Western) alternate (Mrs Stott)
L.M. Sime (N. :nsml} L.G. Hoysom (¥atel Coastal)
L.Morris (Cope BEnstern) =nd the Hon. Secretary.

Prezs Committeso:

Mfrs B. Stott (Convenor)
Mesdemes J. Dovidoff (Centrnl Executive Freee Liaison Officer)
A.G. Hoysom (Natel Cosmstel) M. Welker (S.Pransvaal)

5 MINUTES .

a) The Minutes of the Annucl Netional Conference held in
Pictermeritzburs on My, 22nd to 24th, 1957 were
confirmed and sismed.

b) The lMinutes of the Special Fntionnl Conference held in
Johonnesburs on June 10th to 12th, 1958, were

confirmed cn’ signed.

6, LRISING OUT OF THE MINUTES/.....

we/ 70.
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6. ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES. e

a) Mitters arising from the Minutes were dealt with in the various
Committee and Hegional Reports.

b) Mrs Stott (Cope Western) asked if the matter of Council members!
travelling expenses would be considered under this heading or
loter.

The Treasurer considered that, 23 Cope Vestern had vwithdrawn
their resclution on this matter at the Special Conference,
the matter wes closed.

Mrs Stott accepted this;

Te RESOLUTIONS ON PROCEDURE.

a) AGREED UNANIMDUSLY thot ways and meens of implementing
resolutions be discussed with each resolution. 2/3.

b) Cape Eastern proposal that woys ond mesns of policy
implementation should be discussed at the Nationzl Conference
and not be relegnted to the Wotional Council WAS WITHDRAWN . B

¢c) AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that this Conference give priority to
discussion of thec implementation of the decisions taken at the
Speci~l Nationol Confercence in June, 1958; =and that this
discussion teke plece immediately after Regionel Reports. A5

8. . . REPORTS.

A, Central Executive: 6-18
i.' DNational Chairman's Report lonexures C
(1) and (ii)

Ifrs ¥, Green, fLeting Notional Cheirmen, prescnted first
a factusl report of all the Central Executive hed done,
and then a further report giving o history of the movee-
ment since its inception.

Both reports VERE [DOPTED TN.NIMDUSLY. 6.

ii. Information and Proposeondo Committee.

Mrs N. Green, Choirmon of the Information end Propegeda Commi
Committee presented her report. ﬁf?
IT WAS LDOPTED TNANIMOUSLY.

——rr

ne/71. iii. Perliamctory Committeed.,.
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iii. Perliomentary Committeec. Ammexure E.
The report presented by Irs R. Foley, Cheirman of the
Porlismentary Committee, WLS LDOPTED UN/INIMDUSLY. Te
iv. Mogaszine., B=12
In the abscnce of the Editor, Miss J. “hite, the report
was read by the Hon. Se retory. Llmimexure F.
a) AGREED UNANIMDUSLY that the Black Sash Mhgezine
continue. 11.

b) LAGREED that the Bleck Sash Marezine should be a
pogitive instrument of policy. When articles
giving vicws contrzry to thosc of the Elack Sash are
published in the Mozezine, thoen the Black Scsh view
should be given in the some issuo. 12

c) LACCEPTED VITH ACCLJMATION thet Conforence record its
arnreciation of the work done by Miss Jill White.

The report WAS LDOPTED UNANIMOTSLY.

S e W = e e e ere—

IT WAS AGREED TMMINIMOUSLY thot the old BEditorinl Board
an? the new Editorizl Boord, =fter consultation, decide

whon the now Editorisl Board sholl toke ovor. 12
v. Fincnee lomexures G.

The Treasurcr presentod the finencisl statment, which
was JLDOPTED UNLNWIMDUSLY.

Irising out of the Treasurcr's Report 13-18

a) AGREED UNMMIMOUSLY BY TEE NATION.L COUNCIL that

the Levy from cach Region shell be 4/- per fully

prid up member, for the yeer 1955/59 13
b). "The Block Sosh" by firabel Rogers.

Every Region was fully awere of the moral 15/16

responsibility ond could be left to the best

they could,

¢) Central Exccutive Travellingc Expenses.
LAGREED thot the Contrel Executive be peid first
cless fores, menls ond beds, 18

ne/72. 8.B. Regional Reports/....
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8., B. Regional Reports, Arnmexures H, 1 to 9,
The Regions commented on points of interest in their
reporta, 19 - 23
Se B Transvaal
AGREED UNANIMOUSLY that the line of demarcation between
the Southern Transvaal and the South Eastern Tyansvaal be
altered to a place agreed upon by Southern Transvaal and
South Bastern Transvaaly with the proviso that the
Tational Treasurer approve the financial statement of the
South Fastern Transveal Region, 23
Ce Implementation of decisions taken at the Special National
Conference, Johannesburg, June 1958,
Stimulating reporte were given by the Reglons on the
implementing of the resolutions taken in Johannesburg at the
Special National Conference, 23 - 30
ACREFD UMANIMOUSLY that these reports were so valuable that
Regions compile them and send them as soon as possible to
the Secretary.
9. A. RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED BY THE RBGIONS,
Resolution ia, Annexure 1

The rceommendation "that the empbhasis of the work of the

Black Sash should be on influencing the electorate towards
the acceptance of the highest standards of Justice, good government
and political' morality WAS LOST. 30 — 34

Hesolution i,D,

The motion "that as the aims of the Black Sash can be
achioved only by enlightening and influencing the white
eloctorate, all Roglons shall

a) dirocct their cnorgies accordingly; and

b) at all times excrciso carc to aveid prejudicing
such influcnce by the association,in the publie
mind, of tho Black Sash with other political
organisations whosc final aims arec vory diffoerent,®

WAS LOST. 34/35
e/ 73 Resolution 1i.a/....s
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Resolution ii,a Ammexure Ji

AGRFED that the Black Sash define its attitude to the
Republican issue in South Africa, 76 — 40

Resolution ii,b

AGRTED that, while acknowledging that some members are
not opposed, in theory, to Republicanism, the Blach Sash,
resognising the realities of the situation at the moment, emphatically
rejects the demand for a Nationalist Republic, 41 /42

Resolution ii,c

that the Black Sash declare itself unequivocably opposed
to the establishment of a Republic under this Government WITHDRAWN,

STATEMENT ON &4 REFUELIC.

The Elack Sash has considered the Republican iesue and
emphatically rejects the proposals of the Government
for a Republic, on the grounds that members of the
Government have, through the Senate Act and other laws,
proved that they resvoect neither the spirit underlying
the present Constitution, nor the freedom of the
individual, nor the rights of minorities.

We believe that any new Constitution, which must command

the allegiance of all South Africans, must safeguard the
rights of all, and should not be brought intoc being

without the support of the overwhelming majority of all

the people in South Africa, Whether this support is

indeed a fact cannot be ascerteined unless the .mxact
proposals for a new Constitution are made public and

time given for consideration thereof, Ll

AGHEED +that this statement be released to the Press,

Resolution iii,a

RECOMMENDED +that a sub—committee be formed to go into
the reform of the South African Electoral Laws, with speclal
reference to the loaded vote. 45

Resolution iii,b/es.es
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Resolution iii,b

RECOMMINDED that a sub~committee go into the matter
of the secrecy of ballot papers with the people who know the
Eloction Laws well, to find out how to tighten these laws,

Resolution iv, Annexure K,

HECOMMENDED that the Black Sash investizate the
Bantu Edueation Act and protest azainst the manner in which it
withholds full educational opportunities from both adult and

young Africans, T4

Resolution v,

AGHETD UNANIMOUSLY that the Black Sash shonld
investigate and consider the need for ensuring that people
arrested in mase for "political" offences (especially in out
of the way places) can avail themselves of baill and do what is
possible to ensure an adequate defence, uéfh?

Resolution vi.a Ammexure L,

FECOM/ENDED that the Black Sash should produce
informative literature on civie duties and on South African
history and its relationship to our present political situation. U7.

HResolution vi,b

The motion that the Black Sash should keep in touch
with the Educational League of South Africa for exchange of news,
literature etc,, wes WITHDRAWN BUT KCCOMMENDED TO REGIONS, 47,

Regsolution vi,c

AGHEED that the Black Sash reconsider seriously
their role in the proper political education of youth, Only
by doing this can we teach our future citizens to think
politically for themselves and not be affected by Nationalist

propaganda and indoctrination, 48/ k49,
Resolutions vii, a and b, WITHDRAWN, bg,

Resolution viii/...



Minutes of the Hational Conference Page 8,
Capc Town,  October 14th to 17th, 1988,

Secretary's Notes
Pago

Hesolution viii.

Proposed and soconded that the Black Sash campelgn
for a living wage for all South African workers on the ground
that such is a vital aspect of national political morality, Annoxre M.

AMENDMENT PROPOSED AND CARRITD ¢hat the Black Sash will

campaign to remove that factor which perpetuate® poverty -

the lack of a wage which will ensure that all South Africans

have at lcast a reasoneble standard of health and decency. 53

This was in turn amended and tho AMINIMENT WAS CARRIED that
the Black Sash will work towards the removal of those political
factors which holp to causc poverty in S. Africa. AGREED, 55

Rosolution ix,

WITHDEAWN .

9' BI-
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

a) Report by the Constitution Sub-Committee, Annexure U, (1)

b) The Amendments proposed by the Constitution Sub~- Annexure N, (1i)
Committoc were considered and the Constitution duly amendeod
up to Clause 10, Funds,

Consideration of the Constitution had perforece to cease
duc to lack of time and it was agreced that the remainder of the
Constitution remain as it stood,

The Constitution Sub—Lommitteco strongly reeommend that
the proposed amended wording for Clauses 11,12 and 13 be considered
as they do not change the moaning or intention of the constitution,
but lcgally are clearor,

AGRETD that tho proposed "Travelling Fund" be discussed
at tho noxt Conforence after Reglons have considered the relevant figures,

c) THE AMENDED CONSTITUTION IS ATTACHED, Annoxure N, (111)

10, ELECTION OF OFFCIE BEARERS/su...e.
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OFFICE BEARERS.

AGEEED by the Hational Council at the National Council
Meeting, Johannesburg, June 13th, 1958, that the Headquarters of the
Netional Council shall be in Cape Western., (Item 3B, page 8 of Minutes)

The following were duly elected:~

President: Mrs M. Petersen

Vice-Presidents

Mrs H, Foley- Immediate

Past President
Mrs H. Spottiswoode
Mrs E. Stott

Committee Members:

Those elected shall from among themselves appoint an
Hon, Secretary and Hon. Treasurer,

Mrs D. Berman
Mra M. Birt
Mre N, Day
Mrs M, Smith
Mrs E, West
Mrs B, Willis.

[ =) - Sy

SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION,

a, The attitude of the Black Sash to any further
imposing of the bhan that more than ten Africans may not attend
a meeting, in the 1light of Black S5ash meetings being affected., Annexure P,

AGREED that should the work of the Black Sash be 56/59
affected by a ban on their mectings, the Black Sash may test
the validity of the ban in a Court of Law, all other methods

having first been tried. H%.
D The Declaration of Human Rights Annexure R.
and Cireular 31,
59
Cs Cape Western's proposed amended letter to the
Non-European Unity Movement. F9—562

d, The rights/....
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d. The rights of an individual member ¢f the Black Sash
to submit a resolution,to the National Conference, which 1s
not backed by her Region, 63,
e, The Black Sash affiliation to the ¥.C.¥W. be considered, 64.
) A proposal thet an organisation be formed to see that
justice is done, 64/65

Annerxure T.

12, GF ZRAL

A, Next Conference.

Mrs Sinclair, Cheirman of the S, Transvaal Region extended
an invitation to the Regions, to hold the next Conference in Johannesburg,

Be Thanks,

i. The Conference made a presentation to Mrs Hahn {E6n. Socretery)
and Mrs Dietrich (Hon, Treasurer).

ii, Mrs Petersen and the Cape Western Region were thanked for their
generous hospitality.

iii, Mrs Morris, Cape Bastern, on behalf of all delegetes, moved a
special vote of thanks to Mrs R, Foley, outgolng President,

iv, Mre Stott, Cape Western, on behalf of the Black Sash , said that
up to the present we had had leaders in the organisation who were
there through their own initiative and inspiration, and without
Mrs Foley and Mrs Sinclair, we would not be here today, She
extended a very hearty vote of thanks to them,

v. Mrs Foley extended her very good wishes to the new Central

Executive - and a very special vote of thanks was passed to
Mrs N, Green and the outgoing Central Executive.

Mrs H, Foley, National Pregident, dcclared the third Annual National Conference,
and the fourth National Conference, of the Black Sash, CLOSED,

Confirmed:

Datel

Place:

Nc/78,
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