POLITICAL SCHOOL - A CONCEPT

The ANC, at its Second National Consultative. Conference. set up-#ie DPE

and charged it with'the task of ]aaking after the political 1life of the
Movement . This entlails enhancing patriotism and deepening political conviction
among the membership: boundless love for and devotion to the well-being

of our covntry an& people. .

Love f[or and devcilun to a cnuntry and its people are acquired traits in
life of a penple, they ‘are not inborn. Once inculcated assimilated and perpe-
tually prﬂpagated Lhey become, in the EﬂuFEE of time, inherent and form

the social norm and custnm of that society GP people.

In the history of societies the prnceés of inculcation, assimilation and
propagation ﬁT ideas had developed and come to ‘devolve around,particular
‘Eroups - leaders accivists, prnpagandists, agitatars, etc. The main modes
of transmissinnq of. ideas had been oral and graphic and their perception
auditory, visual and audio-visual.

The role of educator's of th pema}e ‘of articulants of tﬁﬂs their aspirations
and their leadership towards their goal has, in the course of time, come

to rest on the ANC and its allies in the National Liberation Movement of

our country,

From the time of its foundation and even earlier, the ANC propagated ideas

of liberation through both the  spoken and written words - in the main.

Some formations of the NLM:attempted to formalise the process through the
institution of classqh. This effort was primordial, not well coordinated

nor intergrated, desjgned to,meet the immediaté task of propagandists, activists,
leaders etc. It did,fnunetheless greativ cﬂﬁﬁribute'In the production of

great national leaders and pée revolutionaries of international stature.

The development of our struggle, however, has come to hake more and more
complex demands on the ANC and itﬁ,allies. These demands aré;the core of

the understanding of the diversification and specialization in the movement.
To cope with Lhe_prgiﬁ§?.pﬁqm@93gmenL had had to send cadres to specialization

e
institutions abroad,=ft=butlt various institutions of its own in various
African countries.,
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Still there was no sistematic and consistent work in the‘pglipical and
idenlugifjitigpéqfs within the context. of the NLM despite glaring btt.s =

Eﬂiﬁﬁhg th ,figfi ~direction,

.It was w%th the view tp curﬁﬁgtégﬁhgﬁis situation that the SNCC decided

Co set up the,DPE. | The DPE, 41, to (ulfLi) phe tesk of Tlooking, into the, .. .
political life of. the Movement" had to "have a*pﬂ1,:i£ﬂ1hifgiﬁiUUEness'

knowledge and skill of our ocadres" which should be diffement "depending

on the'pﬁlitical'makuritﬁ of the camradea concerned”. As a basis of departure

the programme had td ensure that every mémber undergoes a course of basic

political training.

TOWARDS AN ANC SCHOOL
The political education programme was conceived' by the SNCC within the context

of working "towards the création of © .a Pdlitical School for (the) Training
of Cadres", From the, loregoing then a picture of the tasks and scope of

DPE stands'out cl¢aﬁly as:

- “systematic'and consistent political and ideological work among the masses
of the people

- production'of cadres within ster]ﬁng revolutionary attributes, loyalty,
discipline, dedicatiun; devotion and determination" and "staunch gt in their
belief in our ideological line, namely., réuﬂlutiﬂnary nationalism and committed
anti-imperialism"._Cadres capable of exercising political leadership and

be good organisers.

Political education within une Movement took a variegated form since the

banning of the ANC. dres were sent to Politico-Military and Political

Schools as well as tcl tertiary institutions in the Socialist countries to
acquire and deepen trezir political knowledge. As could be expected such

cadres became very prpficient in revolutionary philosophy as=wetl. The
earlier‘ﬁiﬂﬁ?gﬁavinq been firmly grourided in the pnlitiﬁiﬁ of our national
liberation struggle 'came back from these institutions as sterlingrevolutionaries
and played cqtstanﬁiné roles as leaders and propagandists at various levels

and spheres of operation of the Mpvement - political, diplomatic and military.

The later gﬂnerati?nsa parti;ylar]y the post June 16 ones, lacked the benefit
of having been moulded within political activity of the masses and the

ANC. On arriving ab%nad they expressed a crauing for the techniques of armed |
struggle_and.Harxish-L&ﬁiniém: As a result mudh~emphasis was laid on Lhese.

A corrective meaSure was' added in 1977 witp'theldispahch of political instruc-
tors to the camps who qwelf"én aspécts of ,the hiaﬁﬁ history ol the struggle.
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With the coming into b ihg of SOMAFCO in 1979, deeper content was givitip EFHU'E-"\
to the political upbringi*g of the youth, #8. At the moment political education

is given from the crechd r'ight. through the Secondary education levels. It covers

the following.areas:

Nursery - teac hes children to:
a) know national flag
b) sing national anthe m |
¢) know main leaders of the ANC and the entire liberation move ment
.d) share things among themselves A
e) help dne another _
f) know afpects of+ ANC policy and apartheid
g) understand why we are in exile

Primary:
CARRIED QUT ,
a) in class rhrough various subjects particularly HISTORY OF THE
STRUGGLE. y
b) through talks by leadership, teachers and administhators
¢) personal examples by the stafl
d) through participation inlgparts and other cultural activities
e) through viyleos depicting. §truggle in South Africa

Secondary .- Lqugn!'

a) History off the struggle

b) History ' (SA & world)

c) Gedgraph¥ and English

- Higher o

d) Development of Societies - Philosophy, Political Economy and
History' and theory of the South African revolution

e) History |

Weekly discussions mainly on contemporary issues.
News analysis and discussions based on' thematic papers for general
opulance (in East Africa).

- These are complemented.by political studies:in the Socialist countries as
referred to above for both military and non-military cadres. The courses
range from One to 5 years, the longer Years being dome at a degree level.

All these complimentary pﬁlitiral studies have helped the Movement to produce
outstanding cadres who are 'today exercising leadership at all
levels of the Movement and in various sectors of and [ronts.

The scope of pﬂlirica] education touched upon abov fmr SOMAFCO and at the
camps would sgem adequate in meetings thee demand © .ni DPE to ensure khat every
member undergoes a basic course in political trainingf. What seems necessary
is the study of the programmes [ollowed bye both at SOMAFCO and in the West
to see in what way they may need further elaboration and modification

to ensure that the programmes are dlfrerentiated according to appropriate
levels of understanding of the cadres. They should also be consistently
pursued and surricjenLly comprehensive. Oncé this is assured hasic political
education provision to members would be presumed to have been accomplished.
Sending cadres abroad for one year for political education courses, could
mean a whole year of development lost for what they are provided with in

one year is pretty well covered within the institutions of the ANC in Africa.
This could perhaps be one of the underlying courses of 111-rumpurtm#nt by

our cadres in the insritutiuns-



What is henef;ciai ted cthe Movement are'the four or five year (degree)
courses in these courjcries. This introduces cadres to variegated disciplines

indéapensﬂble in thejr training as activists, propagandists and leaders.
It is in thede ‘years that they become acnnainted with principles of inter-
national relations Pplitical4.diplomacy, economic, military, etc.), law

jﬂlm-"‘tu -.n.r & = .
Iparticularly 13H]1 trade uninn!3p, Economics, Philosophy and the military
art. These are knowledges to be possessed at this level - the level of pointin

the way out to, the masses, the level of activism, propagandist and leadershipv

Having acquainted dadrea with elements of ﬂur struggle and Philosophy, as
is done at SDHHFEﬂ' the West and the one year early school courses, the

vy =g it

_ stage is’ then set for Movement to the next stage - production of activists,

prnpa$andisbs and leaders. This is the stagEunr problematization of concepts
rather than merely 1mqib1ng Lhem.

This is whefe{a Political Schbol for the Training of Cadres as envisaged
at the Second ﬂarjqnal Consultative Conference comes in. The logical level
at Hhich'instrﬂ¢ticnﬁuﬂulﬂ be Eﬂﬁduﬂtﬂdliﬁ clearly post-secondary level
and the obligatory disciplines ,would be :

1. Princioles of law

2. Military .

+ Diplomacy

. Economics

5. Philosophy

6. Hisﬁﬁqy of the 5§rug5ie

7. History '

8. trade Unionism- -

9, Art of Persuation pnd public speaking.

Such a political schobl . then makes a number of demands the most important
of which 1s the academic level of teaching 'staff. Institutions of a similar
‘nature draw an 5radugtes in the disciplines enumerated above - there is

no alternative to this. '

The movement dispﬂﬁes of qualified Fadres 1N MOSL wi thg disciplines. Where
we are lécking we cow’ . draw on appropriately qualified personnel from

Socialist countriesjand friendly political'organisations and parties.
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To bring together such a significant army of qualified personnel and

only engage them for about'two ‘hours a day for any length of time is extriely
wasteful. What' could be done perhapsis, in conjunction with other departments
af the lbvement engaged in the advanceément of the academiqﬂ;gvﬂls of cadres

to work out. an integrated approach for anmowe accelerated towards university
level arranggmenp - passing through a university college transitional set

up.

At home opportunities exist for this type of training of leaders, propagandists
and activists. There are some openings at Wits. The University of Western
Cape has styled itself the intellectual heoudé of the left. Scope, also exist
"at the University of Cape Town. Others aré,'the University of Natal.

On this front a body of developing social scientists exists. The mee movement
needs to enter the debates accompanying this development - through colloquia,
symposia, seminars, workshops, etc cryanlged witheothe country and in Southern
Africa in a multitude of ways - and pull it_braaﬂly,5p&a$%g5wﬁpyqﬁg§ the
main-stream of the national liberation driver or at least make-the objective
scientists.

Once this has been achileved the goal of a political school inside the country
would be that much neamer attainment. Forces within the country courd be
mobilised towards this fnd.
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