southem africa
BRIEFING #1

A LETTER TO PRETORIA

Today m South Africa. the religious commumity &
under attack. The church is one of the last public
white minority rule. Others have long since been
brutally silenced and muzzied by the Pretoria regime.
But the church is not imomume.

Ministers have been detained, grassroots religious
leaders jailed, and even Khotso House, the head-
quarters of the South African Council of Churches
was destroyed by a bomb. Khanya House, the home
of the South African Catholic. Bishops™ Conference,
was also firebombed m the dead of night. The apart- .
heid govermtment has accused the religious commu-
nity of trying lo challenge the power of the govern-
ment. Siate President P.W. Botha has charged the
churches with “meddling™ in politics.

Last year, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Prelate of
the Anglican Province of Southermn Africa and Nobel
Laureate was forced to respond. He wrole a long and
detailed to President Botha that is a resounding

of the racist apartheid system followed
by a o of the right and faith of those in
the religious ity in South Africa who are
refising to be in the face of naked violent

and brutal oppression. His letter is reminiscent of the
late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'’s letter from the
Birmingham jail. '
bishop Tutu's words have to be heard not only in
Pretoria, but around the world. Following i a portion
of Bishop Tutu's letter. The entire letter is available
upon request.

4 Religious Action Network
American Committee on Africa, 198 Broadway, New York, NY 10038
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yet again to be unbiblical, unchristian,
immoral and evil in its very nature.”

Mpamﬁmmﬂhm,hw.ﬁ

The expenence of the Urrted States and the findings of s
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and evi. it is for these and other reasons that our church and
other churches have declared apartheid a heregy.

“l work for God’s kingdom.
For whose Kingdom with your
apartheid policies do you work?”

What we are dong s nO nnovation when we bnng the
Word of God as we understand 1t to bear on the stuabion n
whech we are wvobved The prophets of old when they
declared “Thus sath the Lord T 1o the rukrs and the
powerful of thes day were our forerunners. Theay spoke about
the read for rehQon 10 show 15 autnenbcty Oy how i
affected the everyday ke of the people and especally by
how the nch. the powerful, the pmaleged and the rulers dealt
with the ess pieged. the podr, the hungry, the oppressed.
the widow, the orphan and the aken

Thes lund of mvohemeant of rebpon with politics and the
habe Of rehQeous eaders 10 speak nito the soco-poktical and
economeC stuabior can De attested to as standard practce
n the Bupie wheCh prowdes our mandate and paracgyn

Our marchung oroers come from Chinst hvmsefl gnd not
from any numan pesng Ouwr mandate s prowvded by the Bible
and tha teachng of the Church, not Oy ary pokhcal group of
Jeology, Manust or othenwise
Owr Lord Hmsed aooptad as a descrnphon of his program
that whach was outhned by Isaah

“The spert Of the Lord God S upon me

DaCause the Lord has anomied ma,

ne has sent me to bnng good News 1o the

humble, 10 ind U the Droken-heared

1o prociam kbedcty 10 captves

and releasa 1o those n pnson,
© 10 prociasm a year of the Lord's favor

and a day of the vengaance of our God

(lsesah 61°1-2)

it % a hallowad tradhion of dwect non-wokent achon such
as we engaged »n when we nad 10 process 10 Parkament,
We were mandful too of what the apostes sad to the Jewsh
Sanhadnn, that obedence to God lakes precedence Over
obedence to human bangs (Acts 4 19, 5:28).

We accept wholeheartedly Paul's teachng n Romans 13
that we should submel oursehves 1o earthly rulers. Ther

| am committad to work for a non-racial, just and democra-
bc South Afnca . . . The latest aparthesd constitution cannot
by any stretch of the magnabon be descrbed as democrabc
when it excludes 73 percent of the people of South Afnca
fom any meannghul parbcpation in the polbcal decrsion-
making process. | long for and have dedicated mysed to
work for a South Alnca where all South Alricans are South
Alncans, citizens in a undmded South Afnica — not ona that
s balkanzed nto urmable Bantustan hometands.
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