Nro-os-z¥

MESSAGE TGO THE CHURCHES

- . -
- R ER E GE W CEN T T W NN NN WP RN W NN OER CEROWR m e e e

The Rev . John F. Thorne was ti<en :at3 detenclon Saturd
May 24th, 1980 at 12.30 p.m on.saturday,

Within an hour of Mr. Thorne 8 ar-est, the Secretary 3¢ the
United Congregatisnal Chur:n ar Scutnera Africda and Dr.
Fleinbool went to John Vorster Sjuare to -braip furthner
information regarding his dtt:nl.;n\: ‘ne 2fficer in charge
of the enguiry office refused ty d.st.i. se the name,

telephone numbe wnereabsdts of any sealsr Jfficer & thne
Security Branch He t22k the names 21 tale nine numoess Of
the Rev Joseph “ing and Or Fuieian .o and 4Jreed to SOMAGL WJatE
them to the head of the Securit; Branc: on thife Witwitersra..d

He als> received Mr. Tnorne's madicatis., aad promised tO made
arrangements for him ©> recCel-e& it N o rommuanicatlon was

recerved from the head It Security

Hr. Wing then communicated ~lch tac neadjuarters or che
Security Branch in Pretcrii He sc.ke T2 a junldc Jrficer,
who was not aware of Mr. Tnorne's detenticn The JIticer
agreed to convey Mr Wing s messige and talephane number T2
the head. of Security Trere was . (esponae

Mr . Wing also made An unb<oli@sstus iLEempt o reacn the zesidence
f5 the Minister of Justice in wcape 1owh.

At a meeting >f ministers .- Caronatianvg lle tnat evening, Lt
wag agreed that a service I Llnteércessc’ fsr the Rev Jonn
Thorne should be held at the Congregatisnal Céntre, Braamfontein
on Monday, May 26th, 1980 a+ 9 C0 a @ , foslowing which the
ministers present would walk to Jaan Vicstetr Sguare in clerical
robes to present & petlTlion explesilng soiadaricy wien Mo,
Thorne, as a brother minister, and caliing fac _his célease

Church leaders and ministers >f C U.C. - relacved Churches 1n

J ‘hannesburg were contacted by telephone and asked to atcend

t e service and walk thereafter t> John VYorster Square t©2
‘ssent the petition.

rne service was held as planaed on Manday, May 26th, with acout
7 pecple attending. Fifcy-chree ministers and lay peop.e
sined the walk to John Vorster 3juara. At the cz-rner of
ritchard and Sauer Streets tney wecé arrested. They were
hen taken to Jphn Vorster Squi-e,-wnere tne nead of the Seeur.ity
+as given the petition for cné release of Mr. Thorne, CoOJeTper

with a copy of the order of service used at Braamfontein and

a brief statement outling the motivation of the protest..

Tﬁt Rev . John F. Thorne was released at 4 30 p.m. On Mandav,
May 26th, 1980. .

The group of clergy and others were taken 1nto custody and
appeared in court on Tuesday, May 27th, 1980. The case wWas
remanded untfl July lst, 1980, and they were released on thelr

own recognizances.
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A wp{ of the potition presented to the head of the Security
Branch on the Witwatersrand is attached hereto. :

The purpose of the walk and tition was not to 5!:“ confron-
tation with the Government, but

(a) to ess solidarity with a brother minlater who had
idantified himself fully with the needs of the community
and his people in the exercise of his pasr.ral duties-

(b) to protest against detention without char es belng
preferred, and the suspensicn of the rule of law on which
such datentlon is based.

The Church lead-rs, ministers and others who were held in
custody were deeply aware of the pres~nce of the Feolv Sririt
with them and of the loving concern and suppurt of the Peonle
of God. Their worship and fellowshipy an the cells was an
enriching ‘exmerience in which they discoverad that thev wure
OME IN THE SPIRIT AND ONE IN THE LORD. The unity which so
often seems to elude us in klans of Union became a realltv as
together we sought to be faithful Lo our cummon Lord and to
one another.

I.C. Altken
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IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

STANLEY PITTS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SOUTH-WEST
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METHODIST CHURCH OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

DESMOND TUTU
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE SOUTH
AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

JOSEPH WING
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE UNITED
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- SOUTHERN AFRICA



DPETENTTION

i

of the

REV. JOHM F_ THORNF

Minister of Bosront Congrecationpal Church,
Former Cnairman of the United Concrecational
Church of Southern Bfrica, Ex-Presidert and
Genrral fecr=tat s of the South African Coun~3!

of Churches.

WE, Ministers af the JFuren of Jesuas Christ and religcious laaders

of other Faiths, do herety srotest against the detention of
the Rev. John F. Thorne, without reasons “eino glven or anv

charges prefercred.
We respectfull; sJooLc:

1 That the Rav.-Joon Thozne in identifving with the lagitirate
- L[] am — r :
aspLraticons I the Jsiung pecple s=mmimted to his rastoral
-~are has acted in chbedience to God and-in the service of
= ' -
hisgpeagad.

i ) & | the parents
. That in all his dealings with the students,
: and the teachers, the Rev. Jchn Thorne has consistentiv
upheld Chriscian stardards of.justice and truth.

spected leader of the Church and the community
3 EE:tR:S JJ;inP;ha:n& has always advocated change hvl 4
peaceful means. He 15 a man 2f peace and has enﬁic se .
a restraining and recensiling influence dyring. the rece!
unrest 1n the schools. :

i That the detention of the Rev. Johr Thorne truldﬂ:rﬂﬁTF“!tl
) the volatile Bsituation which prevalils 1irn filamk adneattar

ar the present time.

As Ministers of Religion, we, like cur hrother John Thorne, are

bound by our commission tc serve God and the peonle commicted to
our pastoral care. ° :

If in the exercise of his miristrv the Rav, John Thorme is auilty
of any offence which warrarts detention, we as his fellow rinisters
are guilty of cthe same cffence: in the axercise of of our ririarrcv

our first loyalcy must alwavs he to Cod and the justice of his
Kingdom. '

We, therefore, hereby express our solidaritv with.ctha Fay, .Tokn
Thorne in the work and wicness of the Christian Miniserv, ''m
believe that he has hased his work and witress on'the folloriro
Biblical princioles, or whicn we rake our satand as the onlv hasis
for his action ard our total pastoral and soclal resronsi™ilirv:=.

“Love the rd your God with all yvour heart, with all
your soul, with all your strenagth and with all vour rind
and your neighbour as wvourself.® St. Luke 10: ' 27

"What is it that the Lord asks of wou? Onlv to act fustlwy,
to love mercy and to walk humblv hefore Cod.” Micah F:

"Is not this uhai I regquira of you: tg loose the fetters
of 1njpﬂt;c= and to set free those w have been crushad?®

l.— . Isalah 5R: F
"We must obey God rather than men." Act S: 29 '

WE HEREBY CALL FOR THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF JOHN THORNE FROM DFTENTION



