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Greetings

Recently there have been various developments regarding NUSAS and it is the purpose
of this circular to outline these for your information.

(1) ___REACTION AN FOLLOW.UP TO THE (MASI STATEMENT

Backeround

The full text of the statement made by NIBAS to the Commonwe-lth Students
Conference held in Kumasi, Ghana, in Janueey =arlier this year, (4 lir..ed
number of copies are still available on request) BricfZy, the statement
called for a termination of the sale of arms %o South Africa, action to

stop the economic exploitation of Black South African Workers by foreign
invegstors and the termination of sporting and cther ties which support and
entrench meism in South Africa,

Regction

Publie reaction in South Africa was immediate and on the whole comdemnatory.
This was especially truve of the English language newspapers, who had

hitherto been mildly sympathetic to our cause, There were alaso threats

from Government supporting sources and pressure was put on students affiliated
to NUSAS, |Nomz of these threats materialised and in fact all the student
couneils of the affiliated centres have expressed some form of swpport for
the Etﬂtﬁmﬁnt-

Follow Up

[a) Arms The subssquent sale of Wasp Helicopters by the Pritish
Govermment to South Africa, was hailed by the South African Goverrment and
opposition alike as "a major dreealithrough in fureign diplomatic relations"
and it was undoubtedly a great boost to those who wish to perpetuate the
gtatus quo in this country,

(h) Foreign Investment The question of foreign investment remains a probe
lom requiring urgent attention and even the mild action taken by the American
Polarcid Compawny has not recsived significent support as yet among other
for=ign investora, NBAS has set w eccliemic research uwdts at various
celitres aa wall as action committees to pressure for higher wages fo

Blacks, NIBL3 stands firm in its call for action which will end esonomic
erorod aidon of Ylesk workess in South Af#dea,
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[e) Sport NBAS continues to oppose white sporting tours abroad and
to combat segregat!~n in sport within South Africa, A cricket tour

of Australia by an all-white team is to take place towards the end of

the year., The governments of two Australian states as well as a powerful
Trade Urmdon organisation there, have stated their intention of boycotiing
the tour and NIBAS has issued & statement supporting their stand, We
have also called for non-racial sport im South Africa and we are actively
working towards this end, Affiliated campuses are at present taking
action against the tre™+ional form on Inter university sport which has
hi therto been segregated. Ths formation of a non-racial sporting body
under the auspices of NIBAS is at presant under way,

It remains the pclicy of the South African Government to perpetuate

racism through the medium of sport, It is their declared policy

not to allow blacks to participate in International sport as rep-
resentatives of South Africa, It is also their declared policy to prevent
any form of multi racial sport om South Africa on a free and equal basis,

The recent so - called "conceszions" announced by the South African Prime
Mirdister Mr Vorster in Parliamant are no more than a weak attempt to msintain
South Africa's position in International sport on her own terms. There

has besn no meaningful official change in the South African Government!s
policy as regards sport,

NBAS POLICY AND GENERAT TRENDS

NIEAS and SA30

Since the reassessment of NUSAS in 1970 and since tha emergence of a growing
Black consciousness, embodied in the formation of the black South African
Students Organisation (SASO), NIBAS has initiated several shifts in its
gensral nolicy and approach,

At its amual Gﬂngras:a in ‘]9‘?"1. NBAS walcomed the formation of SAS0O as a

"positive ster in the reslisstion of the aspirations of Black students
towards an cbjective common to South African studenta irrespective of
race", NIBAS believies that the bullding wp of a Black m:-nsuiauamas is
a source of powsr inextricebly bound up with the struggle for freedom in
Sﬂll‘bh Efri'l:ﬁﬂ.n n

The sctive practice of non-racialism in this racial socety will continue
side by side with an emerging black consciousness as 't.he:,r were towards a
common goal, SASO has during the. past year been gaining strength on
black campuses which had hithsrto been banned by govermmental and edue-
ational authorities from participation in NIBAS activities, Where Bl=ck
campusas have not yet affiliated to SASO, INBAS leaders have encouraged
them to do so,

In March this year NUSAS end ASO held a joint executive meeting, At this
meeti g SASO stated that it was not expedient for them to co-operate

with  any body thet was whclly white or which included white msmbershdr.
NBAS which has both black and white membership was included:in tke latier
category, MNeverth:ilsas it wes decidad by both organisations that comac®
on an exchange of informetion basis would be entered into, with each
organisation reccgmising the role of the cther., It was agreed that

the two crgamisations would not "malig." each other,

GENERAT,

In ths 1TBAS Newalelter (o 14 Vol 2) Neville Curtis, NUSAS President
commented as folliowst
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Policy formulation advancing

"The new ideas which emerged in reassessment are being carried further,
There is growing concérn with the totél transformation of society and its
values, The implications of the new society are being evaluated in
economic, moral, culiural and social as well as pelitical terms, 4n -
enphasis on vouth and the ef'fective power of youth sa a force for change
is bsing felty; and the old liberal positicn is giving way %o a radicel '
awarencss, which takes greator cogiscancs of sceiely as a whola, and the -
effects of rasism in all spheres. Nalional Seminer in April and Congress
in July should see significant strides in policy formation as these new
ideas have provided a barcmeter to change in the broader soclely and the
new fireciions have far mcre than only student application.

New %i.desd. = fundameptal enplications

"The fundamental applicatlons of the new ideas are being expressed by

the affiliate orgamisations. AQUARIUS is increasingly rejecting the .
moribund materialism and consumer culture of the clder generalion and sesking to
reflect and express more humane moral beliefs in different cultural medic.
Medie which run throwh the whole gamut of contemporary "pop culture" and
which also draw on African cultrue and give expression in song, drama and
poetry to the new aspirations. NIBED wants to see the authoritarian '
principles in education discarded and the tyramy of examinations systems,
and of outmoded rules of dress behaviour anf thought, bioken and replaced
by an education which liberates rather than oppresses, and which opens

the way for new thinking rather than providing trite formulas, NIEWEL

is corcerned with combatting the hypocrisy that allows people to see a
social evil and ignore it, and secks to bring students into a meaningful
relationship with people im the broader commurdty, to tackle problems at
their roots, and not just their symptoms,

Expansion of influence - 'outwards movement'

"The three affiliate orgamisations and the parent body - NUSAS - are all

concerned with effectiveness and an expansion of their ideas and influence into the
greater society, Ycuth is seen as a common denominator and the expansion

of existing organisations in this direction, is a fact already.

Crossing the State imposed re. ial and larguage barriers, all three movenaiis

are rejecting racism to a greater degree.  The 'outwards movement' sesks

to drag the campuses out off the isclation into which they have fallen

and place them in the forefront of new directions and change in society,"

L]

ATTACKS' ON NUSAS

The attacks on NBAS and general intimidation of students has inereased
alarmivgly over the past few momths, This has been a direct result of

the recent wsurge in student action focussing mainly on the month long
protests held in opposition to the celebrations commemorating the tenth
anmdversary of the Republic of South Africa. A detailed press digest

of these protests will be distribuled within a few weeks, = The prolests

were extremely succ.ssful, Students at all NUSAS affiliated centreg,

black and white, have stayed away from all celebrations, and have distributed
approximately % million pamphlets in every major city - to draw atteniion

to the presence of racism and-expleitation in South Afriea,

1 olie

On February 25, 1971, the security police conducted nationwide raids on
anti-apartheld organisations and indididuals, On that day 1 054 dociuments
and files were removed from the NUBAS Head Offices in Cape Town, NIBAS
proceeded to challenge the validity of the security police's search warrant
and the court ordered the return of the documents, Despite this, the police
removed the decuments again immedistely after retuwrning them, this time
using another search sarrant and have held them ever since. The raid on
NUBAS was one of several made simultanecusly on a mumber of orgamisations
and individuals,
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(2) Depcztation of Rex Heinke

Rex Heinke, a United States citizen, waas deported by the Government without
official reason in January this year. -Rex sas President of the Students
Representative Council at the University of the Witwatersrand and was _
Deputy Vice-President of NUBAS,  Following this viotimisation of Heinke,
mass protesta were held at the larger NIBAS cenires,:

(3)_ Passpori Refusal and barmming warning - Pauls fngop

Paula Ensor, a member of the NISAS executive and Vice-~Prasident of the Umiv-
ersity of Natal, Students Representative Council was refused a passport
earlier this year to travel to Southern African countries, lNo reasons

were given for the refusal, Faula had intended to establish mntact with
stndents in Botswana, Lesotho and Malawi, In April this year, Paula was

ca led before a magistrate to receive a warning from the Mindster of Justice
to the effaect that if she did not cease her "communistid activities", sha
would be banned in terms of the Suppression of Communism Act, She was

not informed which supposed achivities the Minister was referring to, and
he has refused to give reasons for his action,

In Noveuber last year the chief minister of the Transkei, Kaiser Matanzima
ordered the Transkei Council of Churches to end immediately the idult

literacy campaign it had been conducting in conjunction with students

from Undiversity Christian Movement (1CM) and South African Students Orgamisation
(SASO), and NBAS, It is a fact that the South African Governmont was

not in favour of thke project and that it also erercises much influence

over the Transkel ed-called govermment, The orgamisers of the campaign

were warnd that the South African Police would take action against amnyons
contimiing with it.

In May this year, Dental students of the University of Pretoria (an Afrikaans
language pro-apartheid university) were goven permission to work in the
Transkei during their wvacation,

EL AG S O O W s S & BE TS

AL : : G LB OV ar Tame )
(a) Mr Harry Schwarz; United Pa

rty (officlal opposition to the Nationalist
Goverrment); leader in “he Transvaal Provincial council attacked IMBAS
and the Students Representatiwve Council of the University of the
Witwatersrand for refusing to participate in the Republic Festival,

He also referred to the NIBAS Arms statement, He dissociated himself
and his party from the "un-South African aspproach of NUSASH,

(b) In April this year Lieutenant Colonel Meyer of the Security Police
made a statement labelling "NWBAS, TCM and drugs as the three most
corrputing influences on South African youth", In the same speech
he made several other wild and unfounded allegations, NUBAS has isaued
sumons against Colonel Meyer and is to sue him for defamation,
In an interview with the SUNDAY TIMES, Brigadier P.J. Venter,
Head of the Security Police amowmced the discovery of a "new internal
subversion front subbed "sensitivity traiming'" and attacked the
distribution of pamphlets informing students of their legal rights
when gquestioned by the Security Police,

(¢) During the Defence Vote in Parliament, Mr P.W, Botha, Minister of
Defence, warned Neville Curtias, NIBAS President, "that he must
be careful not to bwxn his fingers ", He was refercing to the NIBAS
Arms statement, This matter wus originelly brought wp during the
vote by a member if the opposition party, the United Party, who labelled
the Arms statement "desplcable" and referred to NUSAS officials as
agivators,
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(d) During hie vote in Parliament in April this yesr, the Prime Mirdster
Mr BJ Vorster had the following to say "I want to issus this warming
to a few of the present leaders of NIBAS, Remember Adrian Leftwish
and others. I have summed you up. Ynu cannot hold a candle to him
and others. Do not try to play that same game., You are going to
run into very great trouble ;... Fartleuvlarly as far as this question
of subversion is concerned, there are young pecple who are playing
with fire at the moment., It is in this connection that I want to
issua a serious warnlrg®

The ‘rime Minister also made an attack on the students who had part-
icipated in the anti-Repubiic Dsy protests during his spesch at the
celebrations in Cape Town on May .

(e) In both the senata and the House of Assembly, during the week
after the end of the Republic celebrations, NIBAS came under heavy
attack from several sources, including the Prime Mirndster, Mr Vorster,
the Mirmister of Polics, I-frg Tw Muller, and several govermnment and
opposition senators, The tone of the attacks ranged from ex-
pressions of contempt and disgust to threateming warming, 1In a
letter to Neville Curtis, Mr Vorster said "YTour attentionsis drawn
to the fact that the nation is taking more and more offence at the
actions of the pink liberalists in your organisation, and it will be
well if you will btake notice of this facth,

A Nationalist Senator, Professor OFF Horwood, a former principal

of the University of Natal called for the tﬁ.‘lhulding of govermment
aubsidies to wdversities that failed to curb the actions of
diesident students and student organisations, such as HIBAS,

Dr GR Bozzoli, Principal of University of Witwatersrand defended the
rights of studemtr to protest against what students felt were wrorg,
Ptofessor F Stock, Principal of the University of Natal, endorsed
the statement made by Senator Horwood.

During the protests which arose from the Eepublic Day cele~

brationas more than 50 students were : assaulted by members of the public

while distriduting pamphlets; held by the police; or questioned by the

;ar:swit police. In Cape Town a student was allegedly assaulted oy the
clice,

In Durban the offices of the Students Representative Council was raided,
pamphlets were stolen and an inflammable mixture of grease and araffin
was spread over the floor, walls and farrd ture.

At the tine of writdng, a mmber of similar :I.midsnt-ﬂ have been reported
and avait confirmation,

(7) _Snecial Branch Activities

(a) NBAS leaders.ip training seminars have become in recert ysars
a focus of special attention of the Security Pclice, Seminars have
_ha-en raided, and direct approaches have been made to caretakes of
seminar sites, A major in the security police has ateted. ‘hat
special branch informers are present at every Eaminar neld under
the auspeies of V'RAS "as a matter of course",

(b) In the first month of the 1971 academic year, iver 12 documented ceses
of Spzciel Branch approaches to students had been reparted, In
Johennesburg two SRC members at the University of the Witwatersrand
were appraached to inform and two other students threatensfi with re-
prisals if they did not disengage themselves from student activity,

In Grahamstown two students were approached to spy on their fellows =
and in Natal at least two students were approached during that first
month of the academic year.
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Two casas havé been reported of non-students being approsched and offered
money to attend University if they would join student ¢l-"3 and report on
thse activities of students,

Securdty P-::.l_._na have been inves tl.ga.‘ﬁing the publication of a ma,gazina on

the D'Lu'hun campus, the painting of slogans -:m the Wtwatersrand campus,
rumours toef Republic Doy action on a mumber of Flack campuses, the Publication
of a fact sheet on "z and Freaks" in Cap. Town and the H.ct-:.‘ﬂ'itiea or

NIBAS, LM and SAS0 officials on a mmber of campuses,

(¢) MBAS mail is continually tampered with., ILetters often arrive opened or
taped w, Many letters senl from NIBAS affiliated centres mever arrive

at the IUSAS Head Office, International mail is never certain of reaching
its destination, We have had several reports of mail being sent from overseas
which has never reached the WIBAS Head Offices, It is a well known fact that
the Special Branch has, and uses, the most wp to date "bugging" devices,
whensver a NIEAS telephons is used it is automatically assumed that the
telephone is being "tapped", . Recent proposals by the Govermment will

make telephone tapping and opening of mail "legal',

(d) Special Branch members make a poin® of attending every student protest
in forces, They also attend student mass meetings and other campus
activities regularly, .

(8) General Intimidation .

Intimidation of student activists is not confined to official state

bodies ocily, as som of the above examples will show, At several partiecs
attended by students car windscreens have been smashed. In November last
year leville Curtis, MNUBAS President had his car damaged when a bomb was
exploded inside it, Despite continual appeals to the police owver this

and similar incidents; none of these right wing thugs have besn apprehended.

The NUSAS Head Office regularly receives threateming telephona calls,

It is common practice for student protests, marches and pickets amd even
Pop festivals to be forcibly disrupted by supporters of the Goverrment
policies, It is believed also that young Gevermment supporters undergolne
mili¥ary training have been used to "unofficially" disrupt peaceful -
protest, FPolice have reguisrly turned a blind eye to such occurances,
{9) Comment
The intimidation mentioned above is not an exhaustive account but merely
serves to illustrate the type of pressure that an organisation such as
NIBAS has to work under in the struggle towards its ideals, Furthermore
this intirddation takes place against a gereral backgrouwid of repression
against all Jeft wing bodies and the mass of the pecple in South Africa,
Individuals too, who are actively opposed to White Domination in South
Africa suffer 'hhe gsame intimidaticn, This is especially trwe of Black
opponents of the Vorster regime of whom many are still political prisoners.
The alarming increase of attacks on NEAS dwing the past few months,
especially on a goverrment level does nobt make it unlikely that NIBAS or-

its leaders will ¢ 1o under m®e direct and more severe attack from the
Goverimment in the rnear £ u-'-ara,

Such action may sevarala'- damage the organisation and the cause for which

it is worldng - poace, justice and freedom for all South Afriecan students

and people. If you are cencerned about human rights then we have a commeon
cause and your sclidarity in the struggle against racism should be demonstrated,

Yours sincarely

NEVILIE CTURIIS PAUL PFETORITE
PRESIDENT DEPUTY PRESTIDENT



	let19710607.026.022.b4.2.p001-800
	let19710607.026.022.b4.2.p002-800
	let19710607.026.022.b4.2.p003-800
	let19710607.026.022.b4.2.p004-800
	let19710607.026.022.b4.2.p005-800
	let19710607.026.022.b4.2.p006-800

