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Troutle h-s snce agein flared up on the tribal collepe eampuses, this
time at tie Umiversite Callege of the North (Turfleop). The
Umiversits College has just been granted full urniversity status hy
lagialsation which has »een passed through Parliament, althouwsh it

was mppese’ by the Mpposition, This iz the second time that atudents
at tribzl cellegea heve voiced their dissatiasfaction in the last

few months, the last effert beins made by stu’ants at Fort Hare last
year, win camucted a sit-down demonstration in protest against their
Rectar'!= treatment of certain students,

Events
On Tuesc v -ay &, a stuient body meeting was held at Turfloon, widch
was att=ndad by over 570 eut off [ie 530 atudents at the Uaiveraity

Collage, At this me-ting, the stu'ents veiced their objections Lo
the maner in wiich they had bees treated by their Senate, Tha
students cl imed they wera being treated like children, and tnat the
College u-3 considering the Stulenta' Rerresentative Couneil =5 an
"opposition party”. [urins the meetins, stuients condemned tha

way they were being treated et the Collepe, and apeaker alter gneaker
roge to voice his indisnation.

The specific crievances were mentinned by the stufents and outlined
in the Hasolution., These were: a) that af'ter a student hedy had
wrarmimously voted te affiliate to NGS5, the alfiliation had baen
refuse” 7 the Senatae, ) the students said they were
unhappy because the Collsge Senate had refused to allow delepatea from
Turfleos whe had attended the last MIBAS Concress to read their

reports to the students, ) the students wars annoyed that
the Turfloop Senate had refused them permizssion to support the protest
hedd at Iart Hare last vear. d) the stwlents were annoyed that

they do not have free access te the Press "so that the feelincs of the
SRC and the student bady could be made known to the outside werld",

e} they were annoyed that two of
their stwients had been susrehded for the rest of the academic year,
and altheush the SEC had pleaded with the Senate to relax the sus-
pension, tiis request had been turnad down, and no reasons for the
suspensinns were given, f) they alleged that they had wanted
the President of WBAS, Mr Duncan Innes, and Professor John Blaclking
of the Umiversity of the Witwatersrand, to addiress them, but that the
Sernste had refused them nermission to imvite the two men to aneaks
Permission has, however, been grantad to lationalist speakers to apeak
on the camous,
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The studsnts neted their "regret and shock and resentment" at the
Semate's refusal tn consider amy »f their representation. They
demanded batter co-cperatinn betwesn the SEC and the Senate, requested
the Senate tn let two Jxscutive members of the SRC sit in en all
discussions of matters imvolving students! intrresta,

Demons tration

Following the adention of this resolution, which was carried unanim-
ously br the student bedy at the mezting, the next day at 10 am, the
students gathered on the campus and over L00 of them marched onto the
Rectar's o fice. Many of them carried posters, which had such slogans
as: "We danand answvers to our resolutions" and "Uhuru of the mdrd -
yas", The students marched up to the office of the Jector, where-
upon ths SHC President, ir Petrus Machaka, went into the Rrector's

of fice to lun in the resclution, The Hector, Profesasor F G
Enpelhracht, received the resclution, an’ while he was readin; it,

the prote=ting studfents marched past the Administration Block, after
having stoo® in silance for five minutes., The stwients then returned
to their lectiwmres,

Subsequent Svents

The Rector of the Undvarsity Collapge izsurd a statoment immediately
after th> demonstrations, in vhichk he said:

"I do not know of anvy avent wvhiech émald have ziven rise to
discoitaent among stulents,

"I have been acting Fector since the heginning of this
year, only, so that it is difficult for me to know the
history of student grievances,

"In view of the critical attitude of students, and the fact

. that I, as Acting Rector, am not responsible far their
discontent, I felt it would be wiser not to comment [urther
at this stage,”

In a statesent issued at the same time, the Preaident of NIB45, Mr
Duncan Innas, said that the student demonstration at Twrfloop had
made & “glaring mockery" of the South African Government's claims
that sturents at the tribal colleges were happy with conditions
-thera, ——

n¥at many conths ago, Fort Hare stulents declarsd their dissatisfaction
with conditions at their College. iow Turfleoon stuldents have done
the sam:, These tribal colleges =sre a disgrac= to the namz of
education in South Africa, and no amount of distortion can smother
this fact.

I have tremendous admiration for the courage of these stulents-as I
realise the risks that they are taking by veoicing their opindons.
Should their authorities or the Govermment wish to take any sort of
reprisals against them, as occurred at Fort Hare,last year, I want to

assure them that NIBAS stands firmly with them, and will defend their
cause,n



Further Reac‘ions

In a second atatement issued over th: weekerd. the President of 1S5S
said:

"NBsS regards the striggles at Turfloop 28 our strugcle, We
reclise the risks these stuwlents run in seskdns affiliation
to ABAS, and I want to assurz them of sur fullest support for
their sctions, I vill o0 all I ean to ensure that their
affiliation te M55 will be allowed,"

Mr Inmes met the Presiconc of the 5°C at Wits and of the SRC at Rhodes,
and with taz SRC Presi‘eat, Vice-Pro:ident am? Szcretary at ICT,

The reactios fram all these hodi~s wxa ont of srmathy an® supnort

far th> styvznts at "urflro-.

In a st:teamnt to th: Press, !t iarl Orkin, Prasicent of the Wits
SRC, sunn2” wn the fa=lin: of mbst SACs:

"We fully support tio demands and actions of the students

of Turfloor. We jein their challenge to the lector and the
Serata: "Allow your students the froedom to: gowern their

owr. affairs resronzibly and era-tively, Let them imvite

their own spe-liers onto the ¢ iwnus without veto, and veice
their views, [espect their domncratic decision to

alfili ta to IG.S," Until at le2ast these demands are met,
tiis university-to-be remains 1 ecllege in the buah, and vet
anotiz~ facet af apartheid is given the lie. Strong majnrity
indications of stu'ent grievrnces at two such institutinns

in half a year - For% Hare and Turfloor - ecive a very diffzrent
picture from the on: skatchad in Farliament, The closod
universitjpee, Blick and White, must be opened for all, Our
country is diversa, iss futurs non-racial. The Prime rlimister
has l:ft the protlams of that future to the youth - ws, We want
to se3k the ansvers together,"

Suppert wos almost immediately forthcoming from the University
Christian Movement Chairman at Wits, iir Charles Simkins, whn issued
the following statement:

"We are most concerred about the situation it Turfloop, While
it is rensatedly cld aed that stud-nts tiere are gaining a Christian
education, an atmosphare of consturt [rar and distrust exists,
"Awkwrre rurstions' asled either in thr lectur~ hills or outside of
them arz -cuvely discouryad,”

Mr Sim'd 9 went o to szy that the only relirious services allowed om
the campus ware "Dutch Reformed Church-style”. linisters of other
denominetions, he coatinued, wer2 somtimes allownd to le~d thaae
general services, but Catholic priests, for cxampla, were excluded.

"i7ainst this sort of bac'ground T believe that this wealk's
stariant demonstration at Turfloop was both necessary and
costructive, "



