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Refprring to funds paid out by thed Western Province il of Ehur:h(:?
for bail for ar d women, Bl Tutu said: “If isla crime, I/ am

reagly to go to/jall\for giving/ that ¥. [ am sshafed that wé
give money to/get thelr children out &f Jail “Judgment f
wil ,"m this ldnd unleys we change, unléss we
aTE drives outl fear, unless we nrfe prépared
to share the good thi life more eqiitable and unlesy we Ereat all

human beigigs as God's ren,” The Bish

ids u A

FORMER B.A.C.C., FRESIDENT CONDEMNS
INTER- CHURCH MEETING CALLED BY NOK

ETOWM - Ds. Sam Buti the scriba of the Nederdults Cereformeerde
Kerk in Africa (Africans) has strongly condesned the inter church meeting
held inm Pretoria om Thursdyy [a%t week, organised by the white NGK.

In BGE circles the ceeting has been halled as an ecumenical break-through
.and the most important church meeting in South Africa since the controveriis
Cottesloe Conference in 1980,

In a special statement Ds Buti who attended the conference, accused the
white NGK of trying to bypass The South African Council of Churches, and
said:- '

“The NG only pl.l'.th:l.pll‘.td in Inter-Church meetings when {t had taken
the inltiative and that {t had a history of withdrawing from ecumenical
gatherings.

That ft was theologlcally unsound and unacceptable ocnly to lavite
churches which basically held the same confession.

That it was important to embark on a discussion “about our differences
and disagreements” and that issues such as Nyangs should be discussed.

Ten Churches attended the conference nr:mlu& by Dr. Plerre Rossouw
Director of Ecumenical relations and (nformation of the Genersl Symod
of the NGX. ,

The churches were, the Afrikaans Baptist Church, The Church of England,
The Federation of Lutherdn Churches in South Africa, The Methodist Church.
The N.G. Kerk, The NGK' in Africa, the NG Sending Kerk (Coloureds), the
Presbiterian Church, the Church of The Province of Southern Africa, and
The United Congregational Chtirch.

In his full statement Ds.Butl said -

Following the meeting of representatives of some Protestant Churches N
by Dr. Plerre Rossouw Director of Ecumenical Affairs of the N.G. Kerk “I.#.
Pretoria om 27th August, 1981, [ feel compelled to make publlc my object
against this type of meeting which I also stated in the meeting itself.
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1)- In Scuth Africa there exists anm ecu~enical Bodw  The South African
* Council of Churches, representing 1! =illigo.christians, which has
ih the past repestedly Invited the ¥.G.K. to become a nmecher or am
chaerver of The Seuth African Council of Churches and which invitation
has been turned down by this Church, If the N.G, Kerk 13 truly
concerned about ecumenical relations and ecumenical dlalogue why
does it mot joln The Scuth African Council of Churches? Surely 1=
Tust be aware of the fact that there are 7o Tearuingful ecumenical
dialogue possible In Scuth Africa by exclpding or bypassing the
South African Council of Churches as the iargest ecumenical Body
in the Countty? and, if the %,G, Nerk has —alor obfections about
The South African Ceuncil of Chusches would the rue christian
way net be to start discussing these chlestions wilh The 35uth
African Council of Churches!

1) The %.0, Kerk cannot Sla=e —e and sthers If we get the strong
irpression that the %Gy Kerk 2aly participates I etumenical
dislogue Lf [t can take or =aintain the initiative, When thils
i3 not possible participation is followed by withdrawal - a3
the hiastory of the .0, Kerk's ezc=meniczal dialogue proves clearly,
the %.6.K. withdrew tecporarily fro= the world alliance of reforTed
churches (WARC early fn the century; L: withdrew from the World
Councll of Churches in 1561, it broke its official links with the
Gerefor—eerde Kerkan in Holland (G.K.H.), and every tize the with-
drawal had to #o prizarily mot with doctrinal differences but with
political issues centrefng arcund the racial policy of apartheld.

1) The view of the X.G6.K. that only churches which basically held
the saze confession should be invited to and Included in ar
ecumenical dialogue Ls theologlcally unsound and therefore un-
scceptable. It reflects 4 wrong vnderstanding of Christian
Brotherhood, of the true biblical nature of ecumenis® and the
proper underatanding of discusaion and dialogue.
What theclogical ju;tlfi{.:iazx:-n be found in scriptue by any
Church to exclude From discussion any other churchl What
justification can a reforesed church give for excluding ¢.4.
The Rocan Cathelle Church fros ecumenical discussion and dialoguel
Is there any hope of overcoring our sinful church division in
this way? If we wish to prove our sincerity im setting wp such
dialogue in Southafrick we have no right to exclude those christians
who differ fro= us on confesslonal grounds - otherwise we sizply
increase and prolong church divisions.
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AM OPEM LETTER TO DESHOND TUTU

My dear Desmond

This past week you have scarcely beem out of =y =ind, How could youl
Everybody is ocnce agaln talking about you. Especially the government.
And once again, they are talking in the only language they seem Lo know
when they are addressing us: the language of accusation, threats and
intimidation, But you and I know, this {3 really the violent verbosity
of deeply fearful =en.

Appatently,; taking away your passpart was net enowgh, Making the work

of the South African Council of Churches infinitely —ore difficult did

not suffice. we are now hearing the -so-fardllar sounds that are the
prelude to "Kragdadigheld™, s fact which bodes ill for you and the Council.
You are, they say, “supporting subversive elesents” and "encoursging a
revolutionary clicate in South Africa™. You are now “"promoting the aics
af the ANC™, Because of all this, vou are now considered an enecy of the
state, Iindeed, an enemy of South Africa. A dangerous subveriive wvho does
not "deserve” a passport and now even runs & greater risk - or so we hear.
AE;qr'hlving =ade you the viceim of & campalgn procise Lo appease the,
warst of the raclsts, they now want to use you to divert attention froc
thelir obvicus Ilnability to face the consequences of thelr disastrous
policies and to undd the damage done to our tﬁuntry and lts people after
decades af apartheld, .

My fir;t reaction was anger. What utter rubbish, [ thought., Precisely

who i3 the danger to our soclety and to the future of this countryl Whoe
has caused the probles that now plagues South Africa?! Who has taken away
che few piti!ul political rights that we had so that they could inflice

their policies upon us without responsibility to us? Whose laws arte making
erlminals out mf men, wozen and children who want only a decent Life together
a5 & famlly? Whose greed and avarice clalm ATL of the land and in so dolng
rob alllions of South Africans of their birthrighe? Who is Erampling om oun
hustanity and our God-given dignlcyl .

Mot by any stretch of the imagination can you be accused of "creating a
revolutionary climate™ inm South Africa. Wao, It i3 your very accusers,

who through their intransigence and their stubborm refusal to respect the
dignity of black personhood, are doing that. It i3 they who are denylng

us scaningful participation, insulting us with the puppet Institutions they
themselves ‘would have scommed, It Is they who through thelr draconian
measutes, setting aside the rule of law, have banned crganisations that
wanted peaceful change, detained without trial, banned and exiled the beat
of the sons and daughters of Sﬂutn Africa.- |

It Ls they who have done so much to help convince generations of black
South Africans that non=violent protest has no chance in South Africa, For
years we have petitloned, ﬂlr:hlﬂ. pleaded, cried, tried to speak to the
consclence of white South Africa’s government., - They have answered with
police, with detentions and teargas, with dogs and gunms. And with that
jnfinite contempt ul violent men who have nothing lefr but the power of the
gum, Ne, it i{s not you who have turned soc many of our old people inte
creatures without hope and Joy and so many of our young people Into
desperadoes, It is they.



