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SECTION V : DOCUMENTATION
I
Bishop Desmond Tutu, General Secretary of the South African Council of
Churches, recently addressed students at the University of Natal.
Below, we publish the complete text of his address, entitled : "The South
African Reality."

Beauty is in the Beholder's Eye
¥

You probably heard the story of the little boy who saw a flight of geese and
called out to his mother, "Mummy, loock at those gooses.:" Mummy quite rightly
corrected her offspring, "No, darling, those are not gooses. We say they are
geese." Her little darling was not to he put off and retorted, "Well, they

look like gooses to me." This is just another way of saying that heauty does
lie in the beholder's eye. Your perspective, who you are, all that has gone
to make you who you are - all of this will determine very largely what you

see and how you see it and what you take to be the reality of South Africa.

1. EUCLIDEAN AXIOM

I could give you an axiom which behaves almost like one of those euclid

produced. Take any important issue in South Africa at the present time and
you can be suré that most Whites will come down on one side and most Blacks
will be found on the opposite side. Or you could restate my axiom in this
manner. What pleases most Whites in South Africa is sure td displease mos!

Blacks and vice versa. Let's test this axiom for reasonable accuracy.

{a}FﬂREiEH INVESTMENT : Take the issue of foreign investment in South Africa
There is no doubt that most Whites would declare themselves totally in
favour of continued foreign investment in South Africa. They might say

 this is because it would be the best way of helping to change apartheid ané
to bring about a better South Africa., But hardly any Whites would even
begin to consider the merifs of no further foreign investment in South
Africa as a viable tool to persuade the participants in the political pow
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game to go to-the negotiating table to work together for a new kind of
south Ju.friu, a more just society where people were just people and not
classified according to a biological irrelevancy and something for which
they can neither be praised nor blamed - the colour of their skins.

How, given the nature of our security laws which make provision for
something l:'.a.lle’-&:unnmi.c. sabotage for which if you were to be found
guilty, the minimum mandatory sentence is 5 years in gaol, given this,
very few Blacks are prepared to articulate their views. And, of course,

on SABC TV which is noted for being totally unbiased and fair and almost
the only Blacks who get paraded orn the box ;nd whose views will be repeated
by dear Mr-Cliff Saunders and the effitorial comment are those Blacks whose
views accord with those of “he system and the establishment. But you. know
- that many of the Black organisations which have déclared themselves on this
issue have usually regarded foreign investment as something that tended to

. bolster what most Blacks regard as a vicious and unjust system.

b)CHANGE : Or let us take the matter of change. The government and its
minions and supporters have been giving out that they are moving away from
discrimination based on race. (Do you remember that was the claim made by
Mr. Pik Botha so many light years ago when he was still S.A. Ambassador to
- the U.N.)} and many pecple, especially Whites, grow positively :ﬁstatic
about all the changes they see about them. Man, look at all this change -
it is leaving many even bewildered. There are the so-called international
~ hotels and restaurants. Now Blacks can ac tually sit down and eat and drink
with Hhitq' in public places in the towns. Nobody says anything about the
absurdity of a hotel having to become international in order to serve local
ﬂltiunnl;? Look at all these discriminatory signs that are coming down in
- an lulanfhe. Now we can sit together in lawcourts, in libraries, we ca‘n
Ery to ﬁ p;tlent together in long queues at ‘the Post 0ffice. Separate
exits and entrances are being abolished as quickly as pusaihle. We can now
share park benches without anybody thinking they will be contaminated by
being cheek by jowl with someone of an inferior race dencted by his colour.

We Blacks would have liked to feel equally etstatic. But we teﬁlly can't.

4*|I'l.._.f!{u‘ﬂh n-f t-h! ?auﬂtﬂd [ EEREER
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(c)

(d)

Much of the vaunted cheange is really restoring things to th# ¢nﬁd1t1nn
they were before 1948 when the Nationalists came to power and showed their
obsession with segregation. They really went to town thenm. Tuﬁ had to
separate this and separate that, WNow when this policy has falled abysmally
to remove tension and friction as it was claimed it would do and only
because it has won South Africa an unfortunate reputation in the world, we
are expected to applaud them when they try to reverse thelr disastrous '
policies. Ig any case, what does it mean to most Blacks that some of
their few more well-to-do brothers and sisters can now eat in those
expensive 5 star hotels when they must still live in the black ghettoes
with very few of the amenities that Whites take for granted - adequate
streetlighting, paving along the tarred streets, playgrounds for their
children, swimming pools etc ? ) |

Soweto with over a million pecple has only ome public swimming bath. Why
should Blacks be thrilled by the removal of discriminatory signs here and
there when they must bear the brunt of unemployment, totally inadeguate
accommodation in what we call the matchbox type of houses 7 The much
vaunted changes are for Blacks largely cosmetic, designed to fool the
outside world and to try to reduce the black pressure for fundamental
change. No, the sort of change we want is that which deals with the matter
of political puue:ahlrlng. Political power holds the key-to all other
kinds of power - economic, social, legal etc.

Everything else will always be concessions depending on the whim of those
who have political power - giving or withholding the concessions when they
felt like. ﬁu, we are really not interested in the crumbs of concessions
falling from the master's table. We want to be there, deciding the menue

together.

RUGBY TOUR : Most Whites will be thrilled to bits if the Irish Rugby Tour

does happen. Needless to say, most Blacks will be disgusted.

U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION : Most Whites were in the 7th heaven of

delight at Mr Reagan's winning the presidential election. You know what
Blacks feel.

f (e ) ZIMBABWE ....:s
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(e ) ZIMBABWE : Most Whites are glad at the troubles in Zimbabwe - most

Blacks are saddened.

PATRIOTISM : I have probably demonstrated the validity of my euclidian
axiem. But I want to refer to one last example. 5nd that is the whole
question of defence and the naticnal service as well as patriotism.

We are ﬂhurtaidny in and day out to purchase defence bonds. We are
told of a total onslaught which the country is facing, spearheaded by
Communists, Marxists and everybody elsé who criticises apartheid and
the hallowed Scuth African way of life. Consequently, we must have a
total strategy to counteract this dastardly total onslaught from the
Russians and their satelites who are greedy for our wonderful natural

and strateglc resources.

Now there's a funny thing that has happened. During the 193%-45 World
War 11 we Blacks were among the most loyal supporters of South Africa's

‘war effort against the Hazisz. 1 remember how we township children used
to ruﬁh toe the roadside whenever there was a convoy going up North to
wave the brave soldiers, Black and White, goodbye. We were very fond
of playing soldiers and our chests filled with pride when a member of
our family was in uniform (even if it meant for Blacks that they were
going to fight the pride of Rommel's desert rats armed only with
assegais.) And who were opposed to this war effort ? .Many, many
Afrikaners. 5Soldiers in uniform used to be drummed out of White D.R.
Churches and people like Mr. B.J. Vorster and General van den Bergh and
others openly supported the Nazis and for their sympathies were interned.
It is people like these who today want to read us lessons in patriotism,
and I must say I find it extremely galling.-

Things have changed remarkably. Very few Blacks would want to be seen
in army uniform today. Those who do wear it, are regarded as traitors
to our liberation cause. What are they fighting for - to maintain the
pass laws by which they are harassed as if they were 4th grade citizens,

fto uphold Bantu Educatiomn ......
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to uphold Bantu Education which was designed deliberately to maim
Blacks educationally, to train them for perpetual serfdom, where the
Government spends over R600 p.a. on a White child and not E?én as much
as R50 p.a. on a Black child ? What are they fighting for - to maintain
the migratory Labour System by which not through accident but by
deliberate government policy Black family life is being destroyed ?
What are they fighting for, to ensure that even when they have the same
qualificq&;un as their White counterpart and are doing the same job,
they must be paid far less ? What are they fighting for - so that they
are deprived arbitrarily of their South African citizenship and made
citizens of some fraudulent Bantustan meant to be a ghetto of poverty
and an inexhaustible reservoir of cheap labour ? What are they fighting
for - to entrench their nﬁn oppression and exploitation in the most
vicious system the world has seen since Mazism 7 WNo, South Africa as
presently ordered is not worth fighting or dying for and very few Blacks
will be found ready to risk the ostracism of their fellow Blacks by
donning & defence force uniform. -

: i
How what is the situation in the White community ? Why, the Afrikaners
who :ée llfgely opposed to Generalk Smut's war effort are now in the
fnrlfrﬂ&i; It is a terrible disgrace if your son wants to be a
conscientious objector. He is seen as having dragged the family name in
the gutter, The D.R. Church gives its spiritual blessing to all chis
bellicosity, that same church which used to turn soldiers away from its
services as it does today when it turns Blacks away from them. You
shouldn't really worship God together. I suppose if Heaven has no
apartheid, some people are going to find 1t.ext;eme1y'unnamfnrtabla and
they might decide to boycott Heaven and go to the warmer place.

And so we see again Blacks in the main on the one side and Whites on the
other, The Whites have right on thelr side they claim. Blacks have

terrorists. If anybody has not yet told you then I am afraid I must

g“'-'!ll Tﬂu- COC I
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tell you - we are already engaged in a low level civil war in South

Africa. Do you think that Is a typical Tutu hyperbole 7 Locvk at the

facts - when the SADF goes to Maputo to strike ugainii thoze ANC,

so-called terrorists, don't you have South Africans in the army ? Thaﬁ

who were killed on the other side - were they not fellow South Africans ?
- Is that what civil war means 7

Most Whites were cock a hoop about that strike on Maputoe. Ya, the SADF
has taught those bloody terrorists a lesson. What stunned Blacks more
than anything else tlnugh was how even newspapers they had thought were
on their side wrote their stories of Maputo as if their only readership
ﬁas White.

Those people Whites call terrorists happen to be .our children, our
brothers, our fathers. When your brother commits murder he is no less

L] *_i.mu-r brother for that, Most Blacks support the ANC in its goal of a
liberated South Africa which will have a genuine democracy. They may not
all nﬁf:n about its methods, SoMaputo has been painful, but those
newspapers wrote from h White p!{;pe:tivﬁ and declared more clearly just
on which side they really are im the liberation struggle. The pain of
Maputo was exacerbated by the reckless and unfeeling action of the .
government banning the memorial services last Sunday. Now we @te being—
told even when we may or may not mourn. Can you imagine what Afrikaners
would feel if they were told they couldn't celebrate December 16th ?

When freedom comes, every institution, be it the Church, University, Press,
Bank, Business etc. will be judged according tﬁ whether it advanced or
hindered the liberation strugple. The trouble is that very few Whites
believe we Blacks are going to be free and then everyore will be truly
free. They are deluded by a government that tells them Whites will run
this country forever. That is a dangerous lie. I urge Whites to lLake
sides - and to join us who are on the winning side because our cause is
just and moral and righteous, I invite Whites to makc friends with

Blacks whilst there is still time. Tomorrow may be too late.

Htsl WE are FERNE
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Yes, we are a dangercusly polarised and divided land. But that, my
friend:; is the measure of the success of this viciously evil policy of
apartheid. That is what it was designed ta.do. It uls_m:ﬁut to keep
political power in the hands of a small White minority., These people have
decided to balkanise cur motherland imto totally unviable pleces of land,
They say the Whites form one nation and are the true citizens of South
Africa. They say Blacks form several natlors. The Zulu and the Xhosa are
far closer :thnl:lilr than the German, and the Portugese for e.g. by
what alchemy is 1s possible that Germans, English, Fremch, Dutch, Swedes,
etc can Enim one nation whereas Blacks almost as a matter of course should
form separate nations 7 We even have that most extraordinary thing - that
the Xhosas don't form one nation. They are that époch-making phemomenon,
Transkelan Ihpana and Ciskeian Xhosas and they must all develop along
seperate lines to independent fraudulent nmationhood recognised only by
South Africa and her satelites. Of course, the subtleties of all this

’ thlnkin: are heﬁnnﬂ me, but then I'm only a Bantu and one Cabinet Minister
pointed out that we are notoricusly slow thinkers. These people foist a
largely unwanted leadership on Blacka of Bantustan leaders - those in
community counclils, whereas most of our authentic leaders are on Robben

-Illlnd. in exile or elsewhere in prison. '

Apartheid, separate development, vertical differentiation, call it what

you will - 1s a strategem, part of the total strategy. No, it is the

total strategy to kecp political power in the hands of a White minority,
Now the government sald through that much repudiated and unlamented man,
Connie Mulder, when he was Minister of so-called Plural Relations (we were
the Plurals - now we are :agpirntiv-s} got up in Parlisment and I can
assure you he was not drunk nor was he ncting in a play called "Alice in
Wonderland", and said their policy when taken to its logical conclusions
means that there will be no Black South Africans. That is quite something.
Here we are ocutnumbering White South Africans 5 to one and one day by the
stroke of a pen we cease to be. Well, in a manner of speaking. You see
they are dedicated to unscrambling the Urban omelette of a plural soclety.

JWe will be there ,.....
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We will be there but won't be there, if you see what I“mean.

The government is determined to coopt several Blacks into a middle

class., They will have all kinds of concessiens - substantial concessiors
to improve their so-called quality of life. I -hink they will do away
with even residential segregation for tﬁese highly privileged Blacks who
will then be a formidable barrier between the "have" Whites and the

"not have" Blacks. They will be resolute defenders of a status quo that
gives them so many ﬁenefits and privileges., And what about the vast
majority of Blacks ? - well these will be consigned to the poverty, -

starvation qnd malnutrition - the slow death of the Bantustans and their

‘resettlement camps, where human beings, Ged's children, are dumped as

if they were just things, just sacks of potatoes. You have got several
adequate accommodation, not accidentally but again by the deliberate
policy of a Christian government. They starve not because there is no
food., After all we boast of exporting fnud to starving Zambia. Wo,
they are starving because the political ideology decrees that it must be
so. Can you imagine the anguish and the agony then of being Black ,
where you are an alien in your native motherland; where you are stripped
of your birthright, your citizenship Just like that 7

We believe that this is all totally contrary to the gospel of Jesus
Christ, that it is blasphemous and wholly evil in its essence, totally
immoral and that's what is done to God's children to uphold so-called
Christian Western Civilisation.

ROLE OF STUDENTS :

What is your role 7 I hope very much that in the University perhaps for
the first time in your life, you will realise that education is nol really
about how to get a formula for passing exams. It is not about what to
think but about how to think. In this country we are in such desperate
straits because people have been browbeaten into conformity. People

have been trained, not to rock the boat, they must toe the party line,

they couldn't say 'boo' to a goose. They are afraid to ask "but why ?"

/Maybe you will learn ......
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Maybe you will learn here to have critical questioning minds and you will
be encouraged to ask questions such as the following : Why should the
poorer section of the community be expected to pay for its travesty of an
education when far more well to do have free compulsory education ?

Why does the government spend so much on one White child and less than a
10th of that on a Black child 7 Why is the infant mortality rate for
Blacks 240 per 1000 when it is negligible for Whites ? Why should there
be such horrendous laws ? Why should people be banned without any reasons
being given and why should there be detention without trial 7 If there is
evidence to ban or detain a person why is it not produced in am open court?
Why whould people sleep on the pavement whilst the house from which they
have been evicted stands empty just because they are Indian and the area

is reserved for so-called Whites 1

You have the vote, those of you who are White, and therefore you are nol
really impotemt. You can express your dis-atisfaction if you are
dissatisfied. It takes only a few pesple to demonstrate their anger and
the authorities will take notice.

It was students who were concerned with the ravages of hunger in the third
world who started nrganisatinns such as "war on want," "oxfam." It was
the agitation of students about nuclear disarmament which started groups
such as campaign against nuclear disarmament and made government sit up
and take notice. It was students who largely agitated e.g. against the
American involvement in Uietnam and led to their countr; s withdrawal
eventually. WNo, you have much pnwer. You could protest and cause your
parents to protest against ceasorship e.g. if those ladies and gentlemen
on the censorship board are worried about what will happen to our morals
{f we read this or that book, see this ot-that film, can you imagine what
has already happened to them exposed as they are to these prenicious
influences 7 Would the authorities demolish black homes if white bodies
were interposed between those homes and the bulldozers 7 You should

decide nmow that as a lawyer you will refuse to practise if the laws are s0

/blatantly unjust ......
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blatantly unjust, where the onus is on the accused to prove this
{nnocence against the traditions of the free world that the accused is
presumed innocent until he is proved guilxy. Can you iﬁngine what would
happen if judges, magistrates, lawyers, advocates,. if all refused any
longer to administer laws they know are unjust 7 Imagine what would
happen if all the so-called English Universities opened their doors to
all che races completely in residences etc. and said let the government
try to close us - would it ? Too many persons, too many institutions are
really willing or unwilling collaborators in injustice, oppression and

exploitation and you students are being prepared to work for a different
kind of South Africa.

Imagine what will happen if Blacks get Lheir freedom through violence -
one thing will be that they will go to the statute book and change all
references to "Blacks' to "White' and vice versa and viola you have your
laws. _}s that the kind of future you unnﬁ 7 Well that is the future
that this government is preparing for you and you must refuse to be party
to this deliberate rushing headlong to national suicide and destruction.
You must work earnestly for a new South Africa. There is still enough

——goodwill left in the black community for a negotiated settlement. It is
still possible to buy valuable time by é;tting the white government to do
certain dramatic acts which will change the atmosphere overnight and make
the circumstances more propitious for a constitutioral conference, or

national convention.

(a) a commitment to a common citizenship for all South Africa
in an undivided South Africa. Blacks will “ight for their
land and their citizenship.

{b)} gabolish the pass laws.

(¢} stop all forced populatiom, removals. End bannings and
detention without trial.

-

(d) establish a unirary educational system.

*

/These would be the ......



