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Declaration of Gommitment

The followng ststement sued by Bishops of the Catholic Church to their felicw Catholcy
after & thres -day consuRation on socisl justice snd reconcilistion in Februsry 1977 sddresses
salf forcelully 1o isswes with whvch Christiens in sl dencmnstions are rappling i Southern
Alrrca ot the predent time. Wa command & 10 DUF FeEces.

1. THE CURRENT SITUATION AND CITIZEN RIMGHTS OF BLACKS

Having dedicated most of the brme ot thas plenery sessson 1o the conuderston of our own ol &S
leaders wn the socsl mesedn of the Church wn South Alnca. we Tesl obhged also 1o grve soma
congsderston 10 the swenits that have ococumsd moce Juns 1978 snd the resultng stusbon
MMHMMWWMMWIWMHHMME‘M
sgainst & pystem ol sducation whech the students regarded &4 naTowing and hreting rather than
Sreoping Thin sducsbon

The duturbances rpressnt § wider: frustrabion of black youth urnlling 1o grone Nto & SOCTY in
which thay can hivve N0 Biry B8 10 the manner n which they se govemned . Cannot even have
ordengry worke! orgamaaton o defend thes nght 10 a4 lnnhg wage . cannot ba sume of haang the
nght 10 8 house and home nasr whers they must work when they manmy, sre declared by the system
in the Republic unfit for Cititenship on grounds of colour only, without queshon of abdty or
qualificanon, snd  they protist am supprisied with the vhnecesiary and homibyng wokence we
have recantly witnessed.

Reslising that South Alnca has enered & cntical phase in the repechon by the magonty of s people
of & socisl snd politicsl systam of CPPresRon. Wwe Bad Our COMPOTate voice &5 leaders of the Cathabe
Church in this country 10 the cry for & redical revision of the mystem.

Peopla starved of fresdom, deprived of thew just rghts and humehated wn their personal and
mmmmmmﬂ-mmum-m.

YWa affirm that in this we #re On the sde of the oppressed and, 88 we have commetisd ourselves 10
weorking within our Chuorch for & Clesne sxpressstn: of sobdanty wath the pood and deprived. 50 we
comimit oursslves squaily 1o working lor pesce theough justice in fretemal collaboraton wath ai
other churches, sgencies and persons dedicated 10 this Cause.

W sgain profess our corvicion, 50 often repasted. that the only solubon ol our recial tensons
conssts in concedng full cimzen and human nghts 1o ail persons in the Republsc not by chaice on
the lalss grounds of colow, but on the grounds of the common humanity of sl men Eught by our
Lord Jesus Chnst

In the struggie that has ractsd new intensily since Juns 1978 we are sspecially perturbed by what
sppear 1o ba relisble reports of polca brutaity. We realse that a situstion of wiclence brepds
MrociDas on both mces, but we are spesking of seemungly systematc beatings and unqusirhabie
shootings dunng disturbences and of cokd-blooded rorure of detaened persons

With these reports coming in ss the sccompaniment of confirmed sccounts of the many deaths of
parsons in detsntion, wa cannot but harbowr the gravest mmsgrengs aboul pobce schon and
bah avsour,

We call for an imesstigation and resolve to collaborate with others intent on bongeng the truth 1o
light and we protest in the strongest possiblie Werms against the intentbon of the Governmaent 1o
provide legal indemnity for the polics and other secunty personnel who may have besn guidlty
of unprovolesd snd diEproROIHONEE VOMNCE.

It is chaar that *»a Blsck people of the Republic have passed the point of no return, and NG IEMPOTENY
suppression by wviolence, only 8 just sharing of citizenship, can give hops of any satety lor the
children, Black or White, now growing up in the Republic, and prevent the homors of crnl wae i the
Future.

Thia is only to say that the Christisn commandmant of love must be fulfilled. and i it « tulfilled we
can trust in God to give the grace of fnendship snd pescs in social lite.

2. DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT, ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND RACE
RELATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH

Assembied in plensry session, we, the Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference, sccepl that
mmmmmmummmm:uﬁ-ﬁmummﬂm
justice. We s sncoursged by the support given 1o our policy of opening Catholic schools io s
pupils regardiess of race ; and now. sfter prayerful reflection and in humbie relisnce on the wisdom
and strength that coms from God's Spirit, we commit ourselves 1o the following programme



A, Concerming Sociel Atitudes snvd Customs

To sirive Tor the slmenstion of terms

‘wtnch of themasives or in their South

T

Alncen conlext, s derogstory | and

wven ingulting. sven when no shght u

. tod. such a8 'ostive’. ‘Bantu'
{mxcapt wher thes word s unavordable
on officisl documents). "boy’ or “gel’
for adults, ‘non-Ewropssns’. Tocsbon’
and ‘meaeon’ (when uied w0 the senes
of parsh’, and 10 combet the un-
neceaary uss of racusl and nabonal
demgnations that emphasze didfersnces
and foster the sparthesd mantaimy
To ersthsts Ml deflarantation on punsy
racipl grounds n the estmant of
parpons &t presbytened, convents.
ot church instriubons and prvate
homes

To suppress the custom sbil lngenng
i some places of hawng  diflerent
sactions of churches sppropnaeted 10
different race groups snd 10 SnEure that
church halls Snd shmelsd premsiad 0
vy area ar pvnilabls 1o all

To insiet that all Cathobc sssocianons
and pansh councill v Lhaw polcy
and sctusl schervement or Islure in
bringeng vanous reces fogether

To commend the winess of persons
wivd in thes desre (o wently wiih the
deprived #nd o meks the Chorch
mcopnisable s the Church of ithe
poor, refrmn from umng pmaleges
smng hrom mece of wealth

Te sim ot & mmpla ide-styla for ow .
mbvii and whem necsasery o #n-
couwnga other church snd religeous
parsnnne 10 40 e LaTe

Concarning the Sharng of Respongsbary

To do sil in our power 1o speed up the
promoton of Black persons 10 PEEpO -
i the Chorch, 0 sncoursge them o
sceapt such tunctions snd responmsbsl -
rhes, 30 that the multi-cultursl Aatum
of the Church in South Alncs may be
clearty ecognised, snd 10 provede the
To sncoursgs prasti. sspacially thoss
whrking in Bleck panshes from which
White priests may be axcluded in rmes
of crit bkely 0 recwi, o ghve the
fullast responaibility to pesnsh councils
.and ley ministers, including allowng
h{h.ﬁtnhyuhlnﬂm.

C. Concerning Social Justios, - Liberation
and Davelopment

10

To m-sssees the distnbution and
function of church personnel. clergy
and religious. i reletion 1o the nesds
and numbers of recisl snd | ethnec
groups and, whens necestary, 1o bring
sbout & mom sjuitsble distnbubion.
To be mindiul of the Church’s duty o
minister 1o Christ whers he most suffers
in society and. therefore 1o make mom
stranuous offorts o direct special
attention 1o the growing numbers of
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unemployed, 0 industrisl workens in
penarsl and migrent  workers  in
parbcular, o worker organisstions. o
the thousands of sgusnten lving on
tha panphany of lerge cries, 1o polibesl
prmoners, detanses. banned peopis snd
thesir dependents. snd 1 Other distraessd
and desplaced Qroups diacovered | and
to prowdes sl i possble fod the
carw of thiss Droups snd the creston
of communites smong them by
spacially apposnied poests, rebgrous
and Ly weorken,

To mgnety. by the appontment of Black
prests 1o tha chargs of Whirta parmibes,
the brasking Fwey by the Church from
the prevading socual snd polibcal pystem
To push lorwsrd wath the policy of
iRtRQr g Our inEtrtuteona, and n such
2 way 8 o snable the poor a3 wsl &
tha better-off 1o beneht

To sccept the establhmant of squal
pay for squal work a8 the sm of
dahberate progresancs budgeiting and
masnwhile 10 sccept s basc the
siandards proposed by the Jusbos of
Reconcihaton  Depsrtment and 1o
insast on panodecsl revews of Sl wage
ane] condmons of work 10 our drocese

To promote the swakering of social
conicHnce  and  the Swesrensis of
ingustvcn and pocial problems 83 cantral
o evangelaston Snd &0 sssenhal
slamant ol praschng, burgy &nd
catechebcs and ol pnestly. rebgious
#nd Loy formation, of church work and
T Eg

Ta grvs prachoal sapresisdn o the
comncton thaet tha Church's mession
inClucd work for complaie human
hberation and © the teaching of
‘Evengais Nunmandi' that svangeds -
dbon wcludes ranslommeng the coan-
crete sructunsd That oD DO .
and wi the hght of thed, 10 st that
iha Church be seen i sohdanty with
all thoss wha work for the promotion

1a tha
compmgn for pubbc social pEhcs
Chratisns bs wged to grvs ther hma
and SNgY 1D SREETING in dEvHODMENT
work, such & Imarecy campasgns snd
Utoring, CO-OparEve veniures and
ol -halp  mesocistiong and  sdvesory
bodses 10 aed W SuCh Mathers & wal-
fare service, legal problams, budget-
ting and the uss of hire purchass , Thal
those who have sny mchriquae o olfer
shoulkd be willing to help . that projects
should be kmited and carsfully seheci-
od ; that work should sim at the develop
ment of thea whols person snd the
formation of basic groups and com-
munities . snd that thoss snpgaged in
this work should howsver, nol e
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dwocese of region of & full-time worker
in  jusbcs and reconcCikation  and

To encoursge clergy. religeous and lay
mmocuton (o underisks dewslopment

the power of the Spant in unson with
other Chrstien churches and 0 co-
oparanon with local cOmMmmuniDEL 0
a5 not 1o Turiher dnnds people on Tines
of church stfiunon n orchnary Crien
and pobtcal schon but to promols
harmory

To encoursge, under the segwe of
Church bodms. inclisding  misgeous
congregabons, the launching of local
COMMUty Qroups [0 promote Lrn.
ing snd development propcts and The
nrreply handng over o the groups ol
the indtitutions, property  sand - funds
connected with the propmcts

D Concerning Chureh Finance
20 To recogrse,

n pccordance  with
resolution 12 of tha 1975 mesting of
tha Southern Aflncan Councd of
Prests. the impormance for com-
munity wotneas of making the prnciple
ol shanng mor wvimble n church
hrgnce and b0 devots senous study 1o
{1} tha re-evaluaton of the mesning
and usa of money. B 1O how
mach should be seen & bakong -
mg 1o the locl pangh snd how
much to the Church colleCtraly
(2} the communsmng ol perochasl
funds within ssch diocess to
form & central fund whech  wall
be evenly datnbuted enabling
sianderds of churches, presby-
tenes and works of mercy to be
more Condistent
(3} to the spphcabon of the pnnciphs
ol communalmeng church funds
nod only within dioceses but atso
on & nabonal level  betwsen
poor and ncha dsoceses.

. Concerning & Pastorsl Consultation
21

To take o sccount the sngular
stuation and resuliant ensons of the
Church in South Afnca, whaers BO
percant of tha Lsity sre Black and BO
percent of the clergy White, and to
inaEthigNte 84 & maThw of sxtrems
urgency the feasibility of a Pastoral
Consultabon in which lay peopls,
religrous and priests, in large majority
in MTiving 8t policy on Church life and
Aposinlets but ot on doctringl and
canonical mathers.
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3. ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

In the srmed struggle that is developeng. on
our borders and could sasily spresd internasily
& grievous stustion arses for sl who sre con -
pamad sbout the use of violence. On the one
side the convichon Qrowd in & Bgnhcant
sactor of the opprissed magonty that only
viclence will bring kberstion. On the other,
the minority in power sees taslf theaatened
by indiscriminats wolence supported by
Inmatonsl Communam,

in thest MQONEInG CACLMELINCEE Wi CBN
only promise with God's help 1o gree eade -
ship in an onQosng Chistian axsm neton of
this tragec situston. 'We iniend to publesh
reflection from bme to bme s iInCentrves to
Christian prayer, thought snd comemstrment
and wa hopa 10 be abds 1o do thia with the
repregantatives of other Chnshan churches
and organisations. In the mesntme we have
reschved 10 sy something about CONSCHn -
thous obpectson.

Acchrding o the tesching of the sscond
Vetcan Council. "1t seema just that laws
shoulkd maks humane prowvison for the case
of comscientous obwectors who refuse 10
CMTY MTd, piowvsded thiy sccaptl soma other
form of commumty sermce’ | Consblubon

Tha Church in the moderm workd' Mo, 79) <

Letter from Ugandan Bishops

SAC Apn 1977

In order t0 undersisnd the issve ol con-
scntious obpecbon, # carelul distinchion
should be made betweesn unmemsal con-
scentous  obpechon  (the pacifst) end
selacties  COnSCHNDous obchon (#g. on the
grounds thel a pahculsr w3 unjust])
betvwesn combatant medrisry sennce (CaTY-
ing e} and NON - COMBETENT Malitary Senncs
{eg wn the medcal compel and betwsen
malitery S@rvcE (COMmbatant of non-combe-
wnt] and nanonsl servece  [(which  coubd
include wervces to the commuonty, hke
sociyl  wallers, sducanon, housng)

In South Afnca the Defencea Force Act
[Secvon 87 (3)] —

v (@) makes DO DIOYYERON l'n-'_ any con-
CHEnTIouS Obpector [unrveral of el -
ecirve] to do non-malidary nabonal
AT |

(bl perovedes for unneerasl conacHEnhOUs
obyactors  (those who belong 19
pacifrat denominatbons] to do non-
combatant militery BericeE

ici makes no provesons for  selective

congtvenirous obpecion swen o do
e - combatant militery senvice

Such piOwreOns Gfe Mede 11 SOTE WEy oF
another by #imost every othes non-Com-

Raid on Homes led to Protest

Af 1.30 am on Februsry 5 srmwd man
buwrgd info e officesd resscence
Kampals of Archbahop Jenen Luwom
vd rangacked hix house for arma. Thay
houzse of e Bahop of Bebedr was
Limiderly tearched and although spaw
nothing was fourd he waz srezied and
haid for nine howrs. On Fabruary B the
archbishop and 18 Bihops met and
drafted & letter of protast lo President
Idf Amdn: & was sand off on the 100

To his excellency, Al-Hay Fisld Marzhal
Dv. Idi Amin Dada, VC, D50, MC life
Prazidart of Uganda, Presidant's Office.
Kampaia

“Your Excelency.

Wae, tha archbishop and the bishops of the
provinces of Uganda, Rwandas, Burundi and
Boga-Zsire humbly beg 1o submit our most
deaply felt concern for the church and the
wallare of the psopls whom we serve under
YOl Care,

ih presanting this statement, we & in No way
questioning the right of the govemmaent in
admintstering justhos, 0 sserch and smmest
oifenders. Wa believe that the government
has ssablished structures and procedures

52

On Mondsy the [dth Fabrusry [he
Archbhop was sccused by the President
of bewng & mamber of & plot sgeinst him.
On the next dey (he Archbshop
reslizang the canger e waz in, fmug-
phed copms of the kfter (o Kenya.
On Wednesdey »f & pubbc rally. 3000
Lipandan soidwrs thouted, "Kdf them,
&l tham | refaring o the aMeged con-
pirpiors, The Archbethop thook Mg
head in derisl Within how'z bs wal
dead

for campng out thes kind ol sxercise 1 s
thass ssisblished structures and procedurss
that give the Cmuens & sense of what to
sxpect of thew governmenti. These siructures
and procedures grve the pobce, the intelki-
genca and the sscunty forces a hamawork
within which 10 work. When (hess procedures
are followsd in camying out thes day-lo-day
duties, this gives the ordinary Cititen & $8nL8
of secunity. It crestes mutusl andship and
trust batwesn such othcers and the general
public mespective of yniform.

But when the police and sscurity officers
deviates from these establiahed structures and
procedures in camying out their day-to-day
dutkes. citizens bacoms insscure, afraid and
disturbad. They begin to distrust thess officens,

munist country in the word which hag
CONBCTpion

It should siso be nowd that obyectons e
sometimes sccommodated, despite the  Lack
of legal provasions for it by bewng green non.
combatant Lasks bul never by bewng gren
non - militacy natonsl sernce

Consequently in South Alncs the sslectve
obpector and the unmvensl obpector refusing
to do  POn-CoMmDIENT military. serwee e
habls to s hne snd/of impraonment [Section
126. 127 (c)]

in tha matie of conscnntous obEclon we
dafend the nght of every indivdusl 1o lollow
he owh Conscwncs, the nght theelors 19
consCnhous objechion both on the grounds
of uneverssl pacifiem and on the grounds tha
F sehously Daheved the war 1o be unjult In
thes, a8 mn every other matier, the indoadudl
oblsged to make 5 moral judgement in  termy
of the facts at hs deposal aher trpng 10
#scartn these facts 1o the best of s abaiy
While we recogras that the conscwnious
obpecior will have 10 sulfer tha conssguences
o hew Owen dec recn and the panalbes imposed
by the State we uphold his nght to da 1
and we unge the Slate 0 make proweos fo
altwmatve lovems of non-rlnesy  nanoay
=CE M i.! dane 1a othér Counireg a R
weihd L

to Idi Amin

Wa s desply disturbed 10 wam o e
mcudents that occurmred sl the wchbihop s
offwie ressdence in the ealy Pours cf
Sarurdey, 5 Febiuary 1977 In the Maron of
our Country such an incsdant i the church mas
nevel bafore ocoumed Secunty  oMwers
brods theowgh the fencs Bnd forced thas ady
e the schbvwhop § compound They uled 3
man they had arested and toffuied &3 &
decoy 1o enbeoe the srchbeahap 1o open Mg
dood 1o halp 8 man peemangly o disiress
The srchieshop opened hes door At that
powni srmeed men who hed been Rsdong
sprang o aftack, cocng thaw nites and
demanding “arma’. When the CRDGaNOD
sshod, What arms * the answer ~as e
muzzrie of & nite pressed sgawnst hrs stomach
and inmediately he was pushed forcefully
o bl house with the demand, "Archinghop
show us the sma.’

Youwr excallency, you have saed publchy on
many occasons that rebgious leaders hive 3
special place i thi country and that you
trasl them with respect lor what they stand
for snd repressnt. You have On Mliy OCCd-
pons publicly demonstrated the and we e
shways gratetul. But what happaned 10 the
srchbahop is & dirsct contradiction ol what
you yourssll, your excellency, have sad in
public and to the establshed structures snd
procedures in dealing with secunty MAaTH.
Now that the security ol the archbahop m M
staka, the security of the bishops i #ven mon
in wopardy. The might following the sesrch

South Arcan Outiook



