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APPENDIX & - ~
A MESSAGE 7O TWE METHODIST PEOPLE ‘

Di-r People of God,

Since my return from the World Method.st Conference in Dutlin, I haue becore ~Cre
deeply aware than ever before tnat the greates: canger :n the !.fe of the Thurch
is that many of its merbers, through no fault of their own, are cut of toucr

with the reality of our present s:tyation in Scuth Africa. In rurility over the
pest 12 months, ] have tr:ed to raise scme of these 1ss_es. FeCenl events

shocked all of us into realising Just ho. grave the s.t_atiocn .s.

Because of my faith in Cocd anc configcence in wo_, [ age~ that 150s letrer Ye read
in all our Churrhes on Sunday ,the 10tn Coteober, 1871,

South Africe stancds on the thresholr of war cr peace, Jhe last three Tonthe na.e
sesen the outpouring of years of Elacs frustrat.on, suppress.cn arc arger that nag
% L

burst into manifestations of proteste, s'r.-e¢ and peacef.l rarchee, but als:
violence, death a~d cdestruct.cn, The Lhite status nuo mas 10 torr lioved

their fear, confusion and igncrance of EBlace suffering and aspilf-tions, LWL Tefli-
fest itself in violence, brutai:ty and the cetertior of these cIv.ong oot fol
liberation.

The Word of God wvarns age:inst those w~C Cryv ~eace, Feace, oFén "WEIe 1E MU [A2TE
(Jer. 6:14)., Yo live at a timeé uvhe~ the very s%0Nes =2Te cIy.rg out fC sl ce

and liberation . Trerefore, let us bevare ,for .n atte~pt.rma LT gQive 07

hope, we "gloss over"™ the price that nas to be paid., Coz hes snoeem of Te..gicm
as doing justice, living rmercy ang walk:ing hurbls ip his cags (Yican ¢
charge has a scriotural injurction to procla:~ tne liberat:
4318), and let us heed the werning that our fault in th.s regara -:1] rot te cver-
looked, for judgement begins with tfe householo of Loz (Vete

The power of wiolance is & self-coneuming nower - vhethar .* be the pover of the
gun or the power of the petrcl bomb, Within this land people oF all races rust
learn to live together in comvon respect anc egual respons.D.lL1ty and srivilege
or else together we will each die. But that common accord will not come unless
we reason tncether as equel partners - for twe cennot walk tcgether unless they
have planned together so to do [Amos 3:3). Either way, as racial groups within
this land, we must negotiate our co-existerce at “he conference tatle or e.se
we will decide our cdomination on the battlefield.

Timep is rurning out and the Church of GoZd must raise her voice for justice SO
that there may be peace. If wve fa.l here, ve will rot only be disobeying the call
of the Lord, to cry aloud arng 1ift up our voices like a trumpet [n ceclaring *
our people their tranegression (lTsiah S8:1), but we'will be juzges by history
be simply irrelevant.

The Methodist Church has repeatedly stated :ts unequiwvocal oopoe:tion to a.l for-s
of apartheid but we stand today within a new 2ge. There :s & new realisation

that worde of integrity can no longer be teparated from action. The Christian
faith is not founded on a wvorg, but on the Word mace Flesh. In spite of our words
over the years, we still manifest within our cun structure the apartheid of our
South African Society. Indeed, Gousrnment and industry, have nou taken a leac
desegregating hotels, sporting events aﬂd offices, but our Chyrches continue !N
the main, to reflect stringent segregat:c
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The motivation for refusing to insert the word “peacaful™ in the resolution was
that there was violance in tha situation in Namibia already. Conseguently, it was
felt that to talk about peaca at theis point was -virtually meaningless.

However, this noc more commits the SACC to upqruuil of violenca = as sqQTe Faf
care to suggest - than the presence of Baptist chaplains in tha 58 Defance
Force commits that -m.rch to violence,.

Finally, there was that old bogey - tna SACC's links witn the Lorld Council of
Churches. "Contarmination by association” (s the adage usacd hy politicians . uhen
they seek to basmirch the good name 5. others.

That's exactly the method which was used by 3% least cra Saphist nalagata LN
casting suspicion on tha role of the SACC in its endeavours %o promote a jusal
and peaceful Christian soclety. The dya was Cast.

The Baptist action is even ~ore Jis~ay.ng.han ora sa=~a-hars that -re SACD 13
seen by Blacks as being core of tha fau imatitut:icns, .mich sncludes people of
all races, which is relevant to ™he s:ituat:icn in Couth £ ~ica taday.

However, one must not forget that there .ere

- gy atiL. afa = JaL-a% n
the BUSA which believe that cbserver —erbarsnio of tha SACC, at tha very least,
should have been maintainrad, if cnly %2 stay i1n tha sama ©oul in ghich tha

volce of Black Christian opinior naar-,

That's what the issue was all a>cut im tha final analysis = and =-nra's tha
pity - whather one continued to talk to Alac« Christians who hagpen %o be
"racdical™ in the South African contaxt.

Or whether to join sg=-e other “a-.--~ 1" bedy (the srsarvatiue “mpiatian
League, for examgle) which has :ha,;qujrt of Blacx "=acerates”. :

Just what is meant by "~oderatas” 1§ anyona's guess. .7 they are 2# '¢ha ilx of
tha Blacks to whom the Governman® has talked, thaen Ihe ans.ar 13 s.=ply that
such Blacks no longer play a role which is unduesticrned Dy nBLT fallows.

The saddest aspect in all this, hovever, (s the “Practuring®” of Christian unity,
as the SACC statement on the Baptist withdrawal put it.

M

[t's even more serious than that, For, as [ have already indicatad, the qUSA
tends towards a “Whites only" affair. '

IF this is how White Christians will react towvards fallou-Christians, then one
can only shudder as one tninks .in tarms of the chances of civilised change in
Southern Africa.

Why? Simply becausa the Baptist Union, Ln assence, s a microcosmic example of

the privilaged South African sccletly (which also flai=s Christian commitment, don’*®

forget) of today.




