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SECT I : FEATURE

WHERE ARE THE BLACK M G CHURCHES MOVING TO?

Whareas before the middle of 1573, the mentibn of the M G Kark "fasily" provoked
thoughts of aparthaid and all that it atood for, the trend today has changed radically.

Although the Whits N G Kerk, particul#rly in Black minds, is still inextricably
fdentified with the Nationalist Governmant and its policy of saparate devalopmant,
the opposite has become true witn its Black "daughter” chutches, the NG Kerk in
Afrika (African), Sending Mark {Coloured), and the Aeforsed Church in Africa
(formarly Indian Reformes Church). :

Developments which emarged in mid 1373 whan 100 Johanrasbucg aAfpican ministers publicly
danounced sparthaid, ssemed 5 have changed the public attituda towvarcs the Black '
churches in genaral.

Befora this suprise ceclaratisn ([which was first publishad by Ecutews), pecple cutside
tha N G Werk appearsd to make no distinction Deteean the artituda of tne "sather” church
and har "daughter™ churches when 1t came to the country's tace laws, Thay ware all

ssen as collaborators in the i=plementat.sn of the aparthe:d policy, This led %o

Blacks in ganeral, having a low regard far those Alacks who belonged to this church.

The uneasinass experienced by Slacks belemging to the N G Kerk Family as a result

of this stigms, had been schoed By Outspo<en ministecs suck as Os Sam Byt:, Scriba
of the % G ¥ark in Afrika, Fe constantly camplainad of the hardanipd af Alace mamCars
of “he % 0 kerk family from Slack circles. “<e ace sonatantly accused of Delamging
to an apartheid church which oppresses the Black people,” Os Buti told a mjlticacial
mesting in.Tohannesburg last year. '

In White circles howaver, espacially at ciwil sarvice lavel, 3lacks belanging to the
MG Kark, it was gensrally accepted, received nreferential treatment once their church
affiliation was established by White officlals.

77 anti-apartheid declaration which sant soma shock wavas through the mathar
church, was followed by hush-hush meetings batusan leagera of the African church and
the Wnite N G Kerk. Subsecuent reparts ravealad that the Black =iniaters who huad
stressed that thair rejection of apartheid wvas Basad on theological grounds, ware
UNCoORpPTORL B 1ng.

This move which brought such focus on the N G wark in Afrika, was further emphasised
st the general synod of the N G <erk in Afrika held in Morcester, Cape, laat June.

Among these was the emphatic andorsamant of the-rejection of apactheid, laws forbidding
mixed marriages, migratary labour and miwed worship. Of far ceaching consecuancas

was Lhe synod's decision to jain the % A Council of Churchos, & Dody which L& tegarded
with hostility by tha N G Kerk. '

Another blow case when tha synod owerwhelmingly comeitted itsolf to unmity with the four
M G Kerk Pamily sesbars. They asked for a singla synod of tha churches lnstead af tha
pressnt Federal founcil which recognises tha autonomy of sach af =ma four churchas,.

This synod was followed by mestings hetwean tha thres Black churchas uha smemed
committsd to the idea of unity. It becams claar from these informal =satings that Lhe

Black churches wers sat on a head-on collision with the separatist policiea of tha
mothat church. ' .

At the end of last -nnth.' the synod of the Reformed Church in Africa (formercly Indian
Reformed Church), which is also tha smallast of the N C Keck family, endorsed most of
the decisions of tha M G ®erk in Afrika, although its synod adopted a softer lire to
that of Ethe- NGKA.
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