The entire vocabulary
of religion ts composed
of metaphors, tho' we
have long since ccased
lo realise that fact,

—Max Muller.
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THINGS THEY LIKE TO READ ABOUT
IN GHANA

By DANIEL BEHRMAN

SERIES of nine booklets explaining just about

everything from how to avoid malaria to how to

build a canoe is proving to be a best-seller in the
new African nation of Ghana.

These booklets have been
produced by the Ghana Ver-
nacular Literature DBureau
in Accra with the help of
two Americans, Edwin L.
Read, Jr., of Lake Bluff,
[llinois, and Miss \V. Griffin
of Westborough, DMass,,
who were sent to Ghana by
the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization under
the United Nations tech-
nical assistance programme,

Mr. Rend, who previous-
ly ran a2 publishing firm’ at
Lake Bluff, is serving as

director of the Vernacular
Literature Bureau, while
Miss Griffin acts as its
managing editor. The story
of the booklets was told at
Unesco House in Paris by
Miss Griffin while on leave
from her assignment,

Old Hand

Miss Grifin is an old
hand at Unesco technical
assistance missions, and an
even older one at writing
for people who have just
learned how to read. Her
first job along these lines

—

EGYPT HAS

OWN “VOICE

OF AFRICA”

OLLOWING the re-
cent Alro-Asian con-
ference in Cairo the
Egyptian propaganda in
Africa is developing a new
intensity. ’
The broadeast to the

Muslim fringes of north and
cast Africa is now under
the name of "The Voice of
Free Africa,” “The strength
of the signals has also been
increased.

Tt is believed that a jo-

kilowatt station is being
used. Broadcasts are now
heard in the Belgian Congo,

and also in West Africa.

In addition to Britain the
United States Goverment
is being attacked as a
Colonial Oppressor. The
new name for her is Colon-
ialiats's Banker. France is
being abused for her policy
in Algeria. DMore serious
brickbats are for Britain.—
*“Kenya Daily Mail,”

was to help in the “Private
Pete” series developed dur-
ing the Second World War
by the United States Army
for soldiers below par in
reading  ability., Then
Unesco scnt her successive-
ly to Haiti, India, Jamaica
and Egypt before her pre-
sent mission to Ghana.

Ghana writers produced
the booklets with the help
of Miss Griffin. In some
cases, they had to go out
on location, notably for the
story of canoe-building.
This meant a trip sixty
miles from-"Accra to Ak-
watia, a gold-mining town,
and then a trek of five miles
into the jungle to interview
a canoe-builder, ojo Gyan,

In Forest

“There was other
way of doing it,’ Miss Grif-
fin recalled. “They build
the canoes in the middle of
the forest right [where 1hey
fell their trees—because it
is easier to transport a
hollowed-out canoc thair a
tree-trunk.”

no

Other assignments have
taken her to sec how sait
is made, and to follow a
Ghanian policeman on his
daily rounds. This last
booklet, *“Constable Koam-
pa,” is written for the ncw
nation’s policernan and it is
the only one of the series in
English. The others have
been produced in one or
more of the seven ditierent
languages used in Ghana.

These vernacular langu-
ages are also used in writing
hall a dozen newspapers
put out by the Literature
Bureau every two weeks
and which fan out across
the country with a total
circulation of 100,000.

Maame Lorries

One of the editors’ main
sources of news, 1eported
Griffin, “maame
which cover Ghana with a
transportation network for
passengers and cargo. Their

arc the

name, incidentally, is an ex-
tremely logical one: mom-
mies carry children on their
backs and - the
larries” carry people.

‘‘maame

\Whenever one of these
buses pulls into Accra with
its passengers, the editors
meet it to glean local news
items for their columns.

Another popular feature
of these papers is a strip
cartoon story appearing in
every issue, which borrows
some of the techniques of
the comie strip but chooses
words designed to improve
readers’ vocabularics.

—UNESCO

Fountain Of Wisdom

I belicve that soon as our
religion becomes truly pin-
sclfisk, e cnormious fnter
est in speenfalions as by the
Suture existence of 1/ 2 10:31-
eidual will dic ous,

—Beatrice Webb
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Crisis In The ANC

1 RESS reports from both the Cape and the Trans-
vaal last week revealed that the African National
Congress is in the grip bf a first-class crisis whose

gutcome will have a profound effect on the relations be-
tween the Afiican people and the other sections of the
hation. ‘

The present explosion was sparked off indirectly by
the release of the top executives of the ANC from
the treason trials, The main challengers are the Afri-
ganists—who are members of the -ANC with strong
nationalist sympathies. While the treason trials were on
with the top men of the ANC involved, they felt obliged
to remain on the defensive. But now, they feel, is the
time to attack.

Although Press propaganda has tended to suggest
that one issue at stake is racialism, the crisis is basically
a rejection of the Congress Movement and much that it
stands for. It is not likely to be settled soon, If f)’ast
precedents are any guide it would not be surprising if it
drags on for anather year or two before the issues hecome
crystal.’sed onrce more, .

In the meantime it would be wisdom for all interest-
ed not to rush to pass judgment on the situation and to

allow the ANC to sort out its differences.

Welcome To “Contact” =

OR a long time the segregationists, have had the
advantage of a powerful Press in their making
_’ race the main determinant of a people’s desting,
This led to a flow of ideas in one direction and erippled
the strugple to extend the area of liberty in the life of the
nation. The appearance of the fortnighily CONTACT,
which we welcome very warmly, will start to reverse this
process. A
CONTACT 'has set itselfl the goal of presenting to
the world South Africa as she is—as a- mixed nation; of
showing that within the country itself thereis a powerful
movement of ideas and people against race oppression.
Its greatest value, however, is that it might i)rc;vi‘de
d free platform for the exchange of constructive ideas and
in that way enable increasing humbers of our mixed na-
tion to come nearer actual realities and of cour.'se, agree-
ment on ultimate objectives, )

We commend it very strongly to our readers,

OPINION'
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Why Not Share Our Schools
With Non-Europeamns?

IR,—1 canmot understand it, £

Perhaps I am a little peculiar,
but I think that Archbishop de
Blank is working along the right
lintes,

1 ain a European (not that I
hive ever seen Europe} born,
bred and educated in the Union.
1 am 33, an executive of a com-
pany and earning close to £2,000
a year, So I am no imported
agitator intesfering with domestic
affairs; no scatterbrained ‘one-
week-only visitor from Cloud-
Cuckooland—just a pure-bred,
decond generation South African.

I am writing to you because I
am a little ashamed—not too
much because I personally am
nat affected—of my fellow Scuth
Africats. )

I_think we should all be edu.
cated under the same roof. After
all we ate all people, all on this:
carth for one thing. What dees
it matter if that person is Black,
ot speaks another language or
worships in another Church?

Every person has to be edu-
cated and his religion or colour
of skio does not alter that—and

-we are short enough of teachers

to triplicate our services, Why
spread uur teachers around eo
that maother tongues can be
wagged?

It is my money the country is
spending anyway, and yours—so
why waste it?

&

A Shudder

I can feel you shuddering— :
just like everybody else when 1
air this opinion—you feel that-
unwashed Natives will sit nekt to
your child at school or your sister
will marry a Black man. .

There are a lot of people 1
would net like my sister to marry
and their skins are not black,

Granted there are mere une
washed Natives than Whites,
Surely this is a matter of educa-
tion and facilitiea? Do opot tell
me. that he cannot be educated
tait. Wotld you have brushed
your teeth if your folks had not
kept behind you?

It is typical of the human race:
Do not trust him, he worships in
this Church; do fiot treat a Native
micely, they are all bad; all
Frenchmen are lovers, all Scots-
men are miserly, and so on,

Talk about the ignorant Native,
We are all just as bad.

I would like to reform but tnyI_
voice would be alone.  Asyway I-
am doubtless going to be accused
of some_form or otber of -ism,
when nothitg could be further

‘from the truth. I am just a plain

simple person who hates to see”
other people tredden or, .
But then I bave not stood; out,

in the sun long enough—or
have I% '

+ From letter in “The Star.!"

!

+
M

10 Prominent Citizens Appeal .For-:
. Change In Durban Group Areas

THE Durban City Council has

been invited to give ‘'clear and
indisputable proof of its desire to
right past wrongs, to afford justice
to all and to discharge its oblipa.
tions to all sections of the coms-
munity on the questivon of the
city's race zoning plaus,”

Ten prominent Durban people,
includiag an Archbishop, a uni-
versity professor and an. MLP.,
‘said in a joint statement that they
welcomed the City Council’'s In-
dian Advisory Committee's recent
‘realistic recommendation’ to
re-assess certain of its  group
ateas proposals in consultation
with leading Indiao opinion, )

The statement adds: ““As citi-
2ens of Durban we consider that
many of the proposals made by
the Council to the Group Areas
Board in 1953 were neither
reagonable or equitable in thap
almost the eatire burdcq of sacris.

fice fal_[s upon the non-White
population, in patticular the In-
dian community,"

#On the Council's own estimate *

based on the population figures of -

1951, th}: Council’s recommenda
tio?s to_the board involve the
ultimate upreoting .and dieplace-
ment of 3,196 Europeans, 6,253
Coloureds, 62,900 Indiaus aad
62,500{Africans. %, B
"We urge the Qauncil readily
to ageee to the recommendations
of the Indian Advisory Comimie" |
tee and avail itself of the oppor.’
funity of reviewing and amending -
its otiginal zoning proposals.”
The statement “was sipned by
Dr. Killie Qampbell, ‘I\EJ;Ir. Ro::"
Fenhalls, Mr, D. G, Fannin, M
W: .V. Grfmwuod,. Arcbbishop.
Dénis Hurley, Prof. Hapsi Pellak,
Mr.- Matjotie Secott, Mr. L’ B.'

Sledle, Archdeacon E, Wade, and

M. T, O, Williams, M.P.—Sapa.

e
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Comment On Men And Events

And Now Mr. Christopher Gell. ..

By JORDAN K, NGUBANE .

MR. CHRISTOPHER GELL has quite rightly built himself a
name with his courageous comments on South Africa’s race

problem.

If I did not always find myself ic agreement with him I

pevertheless bad the profoundest respect and admiration for his
objectivity in a complex situation; for bis logic and calm analysis
even when the agitatorial approach-would not have been withaut
justification; for his emotional balance, reverence for facts and sense

of respooaibility.

His letter, protesting against
what he regards as my cowardly
attack on people who cannot
apnswet for themselves shooked
me nat because I did not expect
him to attack where he disagreed
but because I never imagined be
could gink to persanalities in the
way be did.

If bis facts were right, there
would possibly bhave been ex-
tenuating  circumstances.  His
outburst could at least hbave
been the expression of righteous
if unbalanced indigoation., I
could have ignored even
courtier’s arrogance which takes
offence at the very idea that
people can imagiae tha emperor
naked.

But then his letter in *Cpinjon"’
of February 21 is such a mixture
of haif-truths, political malice
and political blackmail that [ feel
constrained to deflate him a little.

Let me start with the threat
implied in tbat bit about possible
contempt of court. It is quite
true that certain aspects of the
Freedom Charter ate sub judice.
But Mr, Gell will agree with me
that I am not the one who bas
kept the Freedom Charter on
the political platform. “New
Age’ in its latest issue—I am
taking it at random—(February
27) publishes a cartoon with the
Freedom Charter on its centre
page in which nobody can rnis-
take the motive expressed there.
On page 5 of the same issue,
"New Age" reports: “Mr.
Byleved’s election plan is based
upon ths principles of the Free-

- dom Charter, adopted at the

Congress of the Pzople in 1955
and the ten sections eof the
Charter are featured promiaently
in the manifesto...”

Under the caption ‘Treason
Candidate For Coloured Seat’
"New Age" of January 30 quotes

. 4 SACPO statement a3 saying:

#The Freedom Charter, which is
the accepted programme of our
erganisaticn, wiil serve as Piet
Byleveld's election manifesto...”

‘T'his is what I should like to
knew from Mr. Gells What gives
“New Age,”” SACPO and Mr.
Piet van Byleveld the freedom
to make propaganda for the

the '

Freedom GCharter and which
automatically denies me the right
to contradict them?

I have absalutely no desire to
give Swart more ammunition
even against the Left, with whom
I disagree very strongly, nor to
show contempt of Court, But I
feel Mr, Gell is cither deliberately
unfair or unconsciously resorts
to political blackmail where he
seegvirtue in other people dis-
cussing the Freedom Charter
and makes threats when I coms-
ment on such propagapda.

Then he attacks me for making
‘"ynsubstantiated allegations' ag-
ainst the ANC T am surprised
at the way be reasons here. I
am certain Mr. Gell knows that
one of the Africanist objections
to the present policy of the ANC
is that it is pledged to a Free-
dom Charter which is too darkly
piok for their liking. And just
how firmly convinccd they are
about this is shown by the crisis
in which the ANC is involved at
the moment. The events in
Johannesburg and Capetown just
the other week substantiate a lot
of what I have written in the
past about the ANC. Apd worse
is still to happen. I am certain
Mr. Gell knows all this, perhaps
better than I do,

M. Gell shows his prejudiced
approach when he says I attack
people who cannot answer for
themselves. It so happens that
the issues I vaised in the .arcticle

which roused his ire were not -

new. I had raised them
several accasions in the
Sometimes they were answered;
sometimes they were not. But
not so very long ago Mr. Lionel
Forman, cne of the treason sus-

on

-pects, wrote to reply to some of

my remarks in “Opinion’’ itself.

And then, the old bugbear
about my associations with the
Liberal Party, It is of the great-
est significance that he siogles it
out and leaves quite a number of
other organisations which 1 had
included in the category of those
which would be free to co-

operate with a non-Charter
ANC -among others the
Churches. I am aware that very

mapy people right on top in the
ANC and some of their friends

past.”

like Mr, Gell, are hostile "t0 my
membership of the Liberal Party
and take every opportunity to
pressme gut of it. I have ao
intention to oblige them. I am
proud to belong to a Party which
allows me the freedom to think
for myself. At the same time
I must make the point once more
that in all my writings I do not
express the viewpoint of the
Liberal Party. I alone azm res-
ponsible for my views. To use

a7

my differences with the TLeft,
which date to years Defore the
Liberal Party came into being,
to beat the Liberal Party i1 a
tactic which 2 writer of Mr.
Gell's calibre and perspicacity
should certainly be above.

As far the “foclishness” of
my “aberrations” the best I can
say is that Mr. Gell should watch
events in the ANC within the
next tweaty-four months., Then
he will swallow his words.

Indian Press Attache Insulted

X

In Salishury Hotel

EPLYING to s complaint by Mr: P. J. Rao (Press Attache in

the OfMies of the Jommissioner for Indin in Salisbury) that bo
bkad been ejectod from a European+owned hotel where bo went to .
bave tea, a director of the hotel siated that it wee ho who had asked

Mr. Rao to leave,

The direotor-~who is alzo the
hotel wanager—eaid that he did
not eee Mr. Rao enter the hotels
but paw him seated and told a
waltar to apk him to leave.

Approached Him

Mr. Rao then approached him
and said he was from the Indian
Commigsloner's office. He stated
that the information was irve-
lavant Bnd melked My, Rao to
leave.

Io a etatement Mr. Rao eaid
that he went withk his wife, two
ohildren and another member of
the Indian Commission for a
pionic near the Mszoe Dam,
about 35 miles from Salisbrry.

Went For Tea
8hortly after 5 p.m. they went
toa nearby hotel for tea. The

verandah of the hotel was fall,
60 they went into the hall,
where there wera eomeo ohaire
and tables, and ordered tea.

Juagt 28 Mre. Rao wae about to
pour the tee, the manager walked
up to their table, and asked them
to leave at onoe.

Mr. Rao told the manarer that
he was a diplommatio officer in
tbe Indian Commission, but the
manager replied: "I don't earo
who yon are, and I want no
argnments. The right of admis-
sion is reserved here, and voum
must olear out st orce.”

Mr. Rao anl his family there-
upoen left the hotel.

“I feel very insulted abont
this inoident, whioh I haveo re-
ported to my Government,”
paid Mr, Rao,—Sapa.

%)ﬂfb‘er ‘Go ‘l;c)’ﬁe é?ditgi'
Better Wages

IR,—There is s0 muah talk

about the Rand and Native
robberiea that there seems noth-
ing else to lalk abont,

Demanda to inorease the police
foroe, hang the armed rohbers,
have been mads by many people
among whom are M.P.Js. And
yat everyday we read about
mora and more of pay-roll-
snatoherg.}

Bat why shorld all this hap-
pen?

For nine years T have lived in
the plnme and for nine years
1 have peen families broken
tbrough lack of means of sub-
sistanomr, arreats for beer brawe
iong, and disease. Besrsbrewiog
becomes 8 necesaity inthe slums
heoause the money obtained from
selling it helps to eubsidize the
1itle money Afrloape get In the
way of wages. DBat when it ba.

comes imposzibln lo  ebtain
money in this way, and in eell-
ing ench ecommodities as eaker,
meat, vegetubla ete., how can
Afrioans maintain themeelves?

The younger peneration has
no patiencs to wait apd starvo to
death. They resort to the only
one thing poesible: Got the
money from thess who havo it.
and the resnlt ore our pay-roll-
snatohers.)

Having obgerved the Afrioaps
at close, quarters, T have oome to
renlize that those who are in
better paid jobs have noipclina-
tion to become roblers,

To me that mesns if only sl
Afrloans received better vagen
muoh would have Leen dono to
aombat pay roll-enalohers.

Why not give the Africars
better wagen and soo the resnlie?

LLON PHAKATHI
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‘Tributes To Madlana Azad:

New Delhi, Feb.. 27.

HE Pakisinn President, General Iskandef Mirza has io a
massage to Dr. Rejendra Prasad expressed regret on the
death of Maulace Azad. He gaid Maulana Azid battled for his
country’s [rzedom almost throughout his fife. He was an lslamic’
writer who bad few rivals and as a gentleman Maulapa Azad

was supreme.

In another messnge, the Pres
pident of the Democratic Res
public of Viet Nem, Dr; Ho
Cbi Miph said in Maulana
Azid’s depth the Indian Gov.
eroment end people have lort a
great patriot and one of Tudia's
eblest sons who had devoted
his whele life to the struggle
for the country’s independence
&od to build up a strong India.

Prime Mipister Nehru has
also received many messages of
condolencr, among these from
tbe President of the Indonesinn
Republic, the Prime Mipinters
of Britaip, Ceylon, Burmas,
New Zealand and Afghanistam,
Foreign Ministers of Frence,
Germany, Austria, Education
Mioisters of Egypt snd Hun-.
gary, Mr, Sbukri Kuwatly of
Syria apd the Maheraja of
Sikkin.

Turkey

The President of the Indos
Tutkish Cultural Association
io & statement io AnRara has
suid; “lpihe Maulapa's death
the asrociation has lost & pro-
tector and Tutkéy a  yeal
fciend.”

Newsp:pers io 2 number of
countries paid_tributeg to his
memorys

The leadiog journzlist of
Istgabul and a former collesgue

of Kemal Ataturk Mir Yalzap,
Editor of “Vatan” said: “The
death of a great Muslim scholar
like Azad will bring great
sorrow not only in India but in
the whole world, especially
Turkey. A leader like Maulana
Azad is bard to 1eplace”

Djakarta’s leadiog nationalist
daily “Merdeka’ in an editorial
paid tribute to Maulapa Azid
oot only as a preat Indian
Muslim but ao Asian of rare
scholastic abilities. The edi-
torinl stated: “Azad was not
oply a devoted belicver but
was & noted scholar of Islamic
teacbings and was well versed in
the essence of Qureanic teachings
aod Hadis. He wes a pation-
mlist of rare calibre aod a fighter
for Indis's freedom who pui-
sued his mimion without any
discrimination of race,’ caste,
birth and religion.”

Forefront

The “Ceylon Daily News"
wrote: "Together with Gandhiji,
Patel, Nehru and Jinnsh, ke
was io the forefront of (ke
struggle for paticnal emancis
pation and by his sagacity apd
iolegrity exercised a preat in-
fluence oo the course of events
that led to the nltimate attaig-
ment of national freedom in
1947

A ———

B Message For Women's Day

N the occesion of Inters

onlional Women's Day,
March 8:b, 1958, the Women's
Idternatiooal Demacratic Fede-
ration greets the women of the
world and the women’s otgani.
#ations, and extends its best
wishes for your happiness and
for peace.

We grest women everywhere
wkho are playing an important
role in the pgreat struggles {or
{freedom and peace io greater
oumbers than ever and who are
makipg outstanding contribu.
tions %o the political, economic,
social and cultural life of
saciety.

We greet the peoples of the
world who, with confidence and
dstermination, re fighting for
peace, We greet the inspiriog
growth snd resurgetce of the
aatiooal independence ol the

peoples of Asir and Africa, The
Conference currently beld in
Cairo representing twoethirds of
the world's population clearly
and proudly dedicated iteelf to
peaceful co-existeace and made
& mighty contribution for the
preservation of peace. -

Ws rejoice with you in the
imposing new achievements in
acience and technology which
bave opened a new era for pro-
grens, for the crealion of g
bright new world for our chil.
drex.

But Peace must be safeguard-
ed to enable humanity to realize
the full benefits of pep age
Vigilacce and Rteat effort an;
the peeds of the hgur for, as
long as H.bombs continye to be
tested, stockpiled and flationed
on atomic hases, world peace is
in dapger. Puch-buiton war

would leave no escape from
disaster and tbhreatens all we
hold dear,

~Women demand rn end to the
nuclear tests, and end to the
cold war and they ate eager to
kee & sattlement of all outstand--
ing prablems by negetiatian, It
is the will of the overwbelming
majority of people to see peuce
and peaceful co-existence, un-
derstanding and  friendship
among the npations: progress
and happiness, oot war and
destruction.

On Marchk 8tb, women will-
strengthen their frisndship and
their actions ia solidarity with
the courageous women who are
struggling for freedom and pa-
tional independence, They will
redouble their efforts in tha
worldwide demand to free those |
imprisoned and condemned to
death. They will especially
insist that the life of the young

. Algerian heroine, Djamila Boue«

hired, be saved,

On March 8 b, the traditional
day of struggle for their rights,
women will gather in demons
s'rations, meatings and celebra-
tio 18 to rejoice in their achieve-
ment and to rseaffirm their
dstermination to win full rizhts
as mothers, workers and citi-
zsns. They will raise more

7th March; 1958

strongly than ever the demand
for equality at work, at home
and in society, for equal pay for
equal work, for the right to
education and qualificatios, for
the protection of motherbood
as . &, responsibility _of ,society..
Women will-also demand that
armaments be cut and that.the,
funds be vsed to increase social:
insurapce and the welface of
their families. :

The W.LD.F. calls upon the,
women of the world to inl,ke
Intervational Women's Day»
1958, a focal point in the acti.
vities in preparation for iu:'
Fourth Congress, to be . held in,
Vienna, Austsia, from Juee jat:
to 5th, 7958: The Congress will’
be a gathering of women {rom-
every part of the world of all’

opinions and beliels, represent. |

ing bundreds of- millions of
women. It will express the
friendship and solidarity. of (lhé,'
women of the world and will .
be an important contribution,
which will help to strengthen,
tmnite and bring ioto aclionm
groater numbers of women for
their rights, for the happioess
of their children and for world
peace. 2

- N
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ERY few people seem yet to _

have understood the tremen-
dously wide scope of the Group
AAreas proelamations in the Gov-
<rament Gazette Extraordinary
of November 1, 1957 _Tbcy
N &rzpp’m carcaoan B ) ettt ”"i
Y 3
\ CW.M GELL |}

»
\f”’rﬂ'lll’/’ (L 4 47 40 28 L& J7 pd 20

affect trading licences, the em-
sployment of domestic servante,
the operaticn of cinemas, res-
‘taurants, tea-reoms, eating houses
and clubs, This asticle is, how-
-ever, confined to these proclama.
tions interfering with an em-
ployer’s right to employ whom
he will.

It will be recalled that an
-¢ffort was made in this direction
-on October 14, 1955, The at-
tempt was abortive because the
regulations then proclaimed were
.ultra vires on a technical ground
and the definition of *foccupa-
tion' (ar ‘‘habitual physical pre-
sence”) for the purposes of the
Group Aress Act was [insuffi-
-clently comprehensive to bear
the interpretaton  which the
‘Government and the Group
Areas Act was insufficiently com-
prebensive to bear the inter-
pretation which the Government
and the Group Areas Board
desired.

>/
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OPINION
. Commercial Job-Reservation?

Nevertheless a senior official of
the Board in Port Elizabeth made
a2 very significant statement of
policy which bas never been con-
tradicted and which is, in facy,
reinforced by recent events, He
said;

. “The (1955) regulatiops are
designed to give the Board
control cver the mixing of the
race greups in business. Once
Group Areas are finally pro-

-claimed, these repulations will

no longer be necessary, But in
the meantime the Board must
have some control aver the raeial
complexion of business premi-
ses...If an emplayer can show
that there is good ground why
be should engage mwembers of a
lace group other than his own,
he may be granted a permit...The
ultimate aim of the Act ja°that
people should live and  work
among those of their own group.”

The idea that people should
work only among their own
group had never been put for-
ward before, except in 5o far
2s it was intended to move all
Indian shops ioto the Indian
group arear and thusthrattle their
trade with other communities.
But the 1955 regulations were
clearly desigued to intraduce into
commerce tbrough the Group
Areas Act the equivalent of in-
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dustrial job-reservation under the
Industrial Conciliation Act.

One teason for this was given
by Mr. de Vos Hugn at a press
interview on November 2, 1955,
when he ceferred to “camouflage
business established with the
aid of employees whose occupa-
tion was exempted (i.c. Whites)
for the benefit of persons (ic.
Indians) whose ocoupation was
not permitted.” But the recent
1957 proclamatiens have—one
must assume, intentionally-—gone
much further than mesely ““cop-
ing with this mischief,"”

A new definition of *occupa-
tion” has now been written into
the Group Areas Act which
equates it with mere physical
Presence on land or premises for a
peried of time. This may be as
shortas a cinema show (i.e, 2-3
hours). Now very explieit regu-
lations bave been gazetted on
November 1, 1957, controlling
employees in business establish-
ments in proclaimed group areas
(proclamation No, 329 of No-
vember 1), specified areas
{No. 336) and controlled areas
No. 337), .

In proclaimed group areas,
Section 23 of the consolidated
Group Areas Act 1957 hereafter
called the Act) probibits the
‘“'accupation” (in the disturb-
ingly comprehensive sense now
defined in the Act) of land or
premises by all  ““disqualified
persons'” (i.c. those of other race
groups) except under permit.
The only statutory exemptions
in the Act are employees ¢ f the
Goveroment or statutory bodies,
bona fide visitors to an botel for
not more than 90 days, patients
of iomates of hospitals asylums,
prisens, work colonies etc., and
domestic servants working for
Europeansonly. To this list of
proclamation 329
adds certain other categories of

. minor importance zod bong fide

employees of persons or com-
pauies conducting trade or busi-
ness, provided that the employer
and the owuer of the business
belong to the same race group
(ie. White and White, Indian
and Indian ete) This proviso,
which is common to the specified
(336) and controlled 337 areas,
climinates “camouflage business."

. But there are two more, highly
imporiant provisos to 329, The
second of these excludes aj
white employces from working
in any commercial business ip a
non white Group Area, except
under permit, Here Dr. Donges
and Senater de Klerk are pro-
bably thinking ptimarily of the
104 Whites (64 of them womZen)
wha were discovered in the em.
ployment of Indians after an
expeasive all-Ugien investiga-

B"
tion, Scme of these certainly
are employed in Indian-owned
factories, however; and factories
(together with faems, hotels,
restaurants, garages, engineering,
building, mines, sporta clubs
etc.j are excluded from the
present repulations—no  doubt
besause factories, at least, will be

“controlled” under the Indus«
trial Conciliation Act. As banks,
building socicties, insuraoce

businesses and funeral under-
takings are also excluded, in-
vestors in  Volkskas. Saambou,
Sanlam and Avbob can relax.
They mzy employ whatever race
groups they please.

The first of the two extra pre-
vises in 329 js, however, the
most sinister, It excludes from
the exemption of 329 all persons
employed as *“chargehands, exe-
cutive, professional, techpical or
administrative employees, man-
agers or supetvisors.” That {s
to say, any peeson jn these catel
gories of employment will, if he
belengs 10 a group different from
that for which the group area is
proclaimed,” only be allowed to
work under permit.  And if (as
the P.E. official said in 1955)
“the ultimare aim of the Act is
that peaple should work among

those of their own group,”
this  bas far-reaching impli-
cations. It must be added

that quite a number of minor
clerical and semi-skilled posts,
which were included in the 1955
regulations, have been dropped
from the 1957 ones. But there
is nothing to prevent them or
any othef categories being added
by a further regulation whenever
it suits the Government. Die
Transvaler has long been asking
for the exclusion of African
chauffeurs, typists, cletks etc.
from the “white areas.”

However, proclaimed group
areas are still very few and far
between, Nor do they come iate
force for at least a year after pro-
clamation nor even then if (as in
the parts of Johannesburg so far
proclaimed) the validity of the
proclamation is contested in liti-
gation, gwhich is likely to be pro-
tracted, Thus even a spate of
new proclamations now as part
of the Nationalists’ pre-election
tactics will not alter the fact thar,
for present purposes, the regula.
tions (326) governing the specified
(mostly urban) areas are of most
immediate concern.

The differences in the repul;-
ticns for 329 (proclaimeq areas)
and 336 (specified areas) are
marked.

In the first place specified areas
fall under Section 15 of the Act
which prohibits “accupation® by
persons who were not lawfully in
occupation on the specified date
{1950 for the Transvaal agpd
Natal, 195] for the Cape) except
under permit, The prehibition,
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therefore, only applies where
there has been a change in the
race of the “occupiers” after the
specified date. Businésses which
employed persons of vatious races
before then can continue to do
80, until a group area comea into
force and brings the premises
under 329. But where 2 business
was eatirely Indian or Coloured
and becomes white after the
specified date, or vice-versa, or’
where a new business is estab-
lished afcer the date, Section 15
pperates,  Regulations No. 336
now exempt all employees of
peesons or companies engaged in
trade except those in the execu-
tive, professional, techoical, supess
visory categories listed in 320.
The effect of thiz, according to
officials of the Group Arecas
Boatd, is ta bring the employ-
raent of peraons of one race in
these categories by employers of
another race under what is called
“permit control,!

But, in fact, the wording of
336 does not support this con-
struction.  There i3 a ctrioys
difference in the wordiog of
clauge (2) {c), which applies to
persons {in trade, and clause (2}
{d), whick applics to companies in
trade. But it appears to be a
difference without a distinction.
(2) (d) for the companies appears
to do everythiog which the much
longer apd more verbose (2) (¢}
does for the individual tradess.,

-
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OPINION

No oﬂicial of the iio:rd has so |

far heenm able ta explain the
reason for the different wording,
gince the purpose of each sub-
clause is said 10 be same.

But the wording ‘of nejther
supports the Board’s belief that
the clauses anly control employ-
ment of executives, techaicdans,
managers cte. of a race different
to the employer. On the con-
trary, the clauses clearly apply to
all persons ia these categories.
The effeck is that, if the racial
occupation of the business has
ehanged since the specified date,
every person in these categories will
requires permits, even if they are
whites working for whites, Indians
working for Indians etc.

The interesting point is why
such a complicated, time-wasting
and paper-codsuming regulation
has been framed, ‘There seem to
be three possible explanations.

First, that it is.an error in
drafting, that in teying to *close
certain loopholes’ the Boaed has
in fact stopped up a pood deal
more than it intended. This is
far from impossible. It bas hap-
pened before. The standard of
deafting for the Act, its amend-
ments and the regulations framed
under it has been quite .shocking,
But since the Board had over two
years to prepare these regula-
tions, one is surely entitled to
doubt that this is really the true
explanation.

Secondly] it ;‘: conceivable that, -

wantiog to apply these stringent
rextrictions to, say, Indians only,
the Board has felt constrained to
make them appear non.discrim-
inatory by applying them to
everyone, But since the dis-
crimitatory pature of 329 as con-
cerns  the exclusion of white
employees from nonswhite areas
is obvious for all to see, there is
no particular reason for the Board
suddenly to fecl squeamish oa
this other similar point.

The true explanation probably
lies beiween these two. The
Board almost certainly does ia-
tend nat merely to climinate
“camouflage” Indian businessey,
It"probably alse imtends (if the
clauses are framed as meant) to
preveat the expansion of existing
Indiar businesses, ‘This it can
now do, even within the jurise
diction of those few remaining
municipalities which are willing
to grant Indian traders or com-
panles new licences by withhold«
ing jpermits from the manpapers,
supervisors, etc. to run new
branches of such businesses, even
if they are themselves Indiang
and perbaps relatives of the
original trader now grown up
and looking for outlets for their
enterprise.  Thus the regulation
can constitute a yet further inroad
upon the autherity of mugijcie
palities and yet a further denia)
of opportunities to Indians.

g o
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But in the process it hss dose
two things the Board almost cer-
tainly did not intend. It requires
white managers, v supervisors,
executives and technicians to get
permits to-work for white em-
ployers. A case in point (though
there are .many” more in Natal
where white businessmen have
been buying up properties from
Indians after the specified “date}
would be Lydenburg, There,
thanks to the machinations of the
late J. L. V. Litbenberg M.P.,
the Rent Board was abolished;
and Messrs, Lydeoburg Voors-
poed Kooperasie Bepetk and
Kooperasic Handelsbuis - Bepesk
evicted three Indian tenants in
1954,  Now, although Group
Areas for Lydenburg were pra-
claimed in the middle of Jast
year, they do not com® into force
until four years after that (and
not even then if litigation ensues):
Sa that every supérior employee
of these two Afrikaans firmg
operating on these ex-Indian sites
will bave to ask the Group Areas.
Board for a permit (to continue
his work. ? E

Secondly, since the regulations
specifically prohibit the employ-
ment of perscns in these superior
categories except under permit,
they for the first time implicitly
legalite the employment of Whites
in inferiof capacities by non-
Whites in all specified areas—i.e.
throughout mast of the urbap
areas of the Union today and for
many years yet. g
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OPINION

Negro Artist Finds Inspirations Of

African Art

RECENTLY two young men met in Paris for an informal

chat.
much in common.

They had many things to talk about for they have
Both are artists,

both have been studyiog

abroad on Unesco fellowships, and both nre of African descent,

For the one, it was his first
trip to Africa; for the other,
his first trip out of Africes

John Biggers, an American
Negro painter, has just spent
six montbs in Ghana and
Nigeria, while Felix Idubor, a
sculptor from Nigeria, has
talien a seven months’ course
in the Upited Kipogdom, Bel-
gium and France,

Born in 7928, in Benin Cily,
in Western Nigeria, Idubor is
antirely selfstaught for he re.
ceived very little formal edu-
cation, He began carving at
theege of 8 and was earning
his liviog at this craft only
four yerss later, He has held
geveral exhibitions in Nigerin.
His receat sbow at the Imperml
Inatitute, while sludymg in
London on his Unesco fellow-
ship, was one of the most suc-
cesslul in recent years and was
warmly praised by art critics of
various countries,

Lecturer

John Biggers has taught in
teveral universities in  the
United States before taking up
his recent post as head of the
Art Department at Texas
Sauthern University, in Hous-
ton, He has nlways been deeply
interested in African art and his
trip to Ghana and Nigerin was
in @ sense a pilgrimege to the
J0UICEF,

“Part of the reason why I
wanted to go to West Africa,”
he mid, "“was to meet the
people and see where this art
sprang from; to Enow an art,
you must know the people. 1
wanted to live with the people.
And this great expressive quality
that characterises African sculp-
ture, you immediately gee it
in the people. The peoplehave
thit spontanedurs, frec cxpres-

sion—in their walk, in their

conversation.

*HBut also I was interested in
steing the relatiooship of the
people io Africa and people of
Africsn descent in  America,
For example, the wouderlul
spontaneous feeling of Eroup,

* of'togetherness’ which you get

tmall communities in America,
in the Sounth—:be atmosphera
of the crcwd, of the market—
of thé exchange of goods, of
fellowsbip {for the market is
, 8lio a place where friends come
together and talk)—this won-
derful relationship, I felt the
same in Nigeria and Ghane.

I even made the remark fo
some friends there: ‘I feel like
I'm at home, really,’

Motherly Type

“Also, thinking in terms of
individuals, there is still n
close relationship, In West
Africa, the old women are
called ‘Mummy’ or *‘Mamma’.
In America they are called
‘Mammy’. This motherly type
of woman, this guardian—one
who cares for people, the
family—this strong feeling of
the mother—I witnessed this
in Ghana end Nigerie. And it
isa part of my own background
in America,
art now has become glive. It
iz not a thing that is set aparst
in a museum, that has ine
fluenced many of the Western
artists such ass Picasto =snd
meny others at the beginning
of this century. It is not any
longer a cold, aesthetic thing
of great beauty, but now it is
alive because I felt I have
made a relationsbip with the
people, with the spring from
which it flows.

"It was also quite enlighten.
ing to me to BEnow that basice
ally this rich West African art
is religious—art in this area
springs fron a religiows im-
pulse. Ia ticiting the shrineg
of Ghena and Nigeria you
might say we can ses a parals
lel, for exemrple, with tha early
Christian churches, where you
had the shrines of different
saints carved to represent reli-
gious figures. In Nigeria, I
visited some shrines that had
to do with the Orissa cult and
there many figures are placed
in the shrine, They were not
worshipped in themselves, but
were simple symbolr. They re.
-presented a holy personage, it
might bave been an ancestor,
who bad made a great contrie
bution to the social develop-
ment of the people, but the
figure simply symbolised the
leader,

Origins "Of African Art

“And I wagable to clanfy in
my own mind the origins of
African art. Its main roots are
a very deep rehglous impulse,
To me this was very important
becaute when I now see the
marvellous plastic form which
characterises African sculpture,
I feel I know why it has taken
this form, Because to express
pirit, we must deal with an

So to me African.

_I7th centuries.

expressionistic art and not a
realistic one,”

Felix Idubor, s a Nigerian,
fully supported Mr. Biggers’
view, In the pnst, he saaid,
most of the arts in Africa were
inspired by the mncient secret
cults like the "ju-ju”, and
depicted the godly spirits of
dend fathers and mothers. The
maskes were carved mainly for
the masquerades, for use when
pecforming the harvest celebra-
tions, but some bronze carving$
were made for decoration.

"Until the last century,” said
Mr; Idubor, “wealthy people
supported the artiste in Africa,
They bought works of art for
their secret cults and to Reep
alive the memory of traditional
heroer, Artistain Africap com-
mnopities were kept fully busy,
notably during the i6th and
They were
honourad and respected by all,
A man called Ezegbebe was a
great artist ip Benin City in
Western Nigeria. He was fam-
ous in his day as a great ivory-
carver and his wotk played =
major part in Benino arts, Then
there was Igue.-Igha who was
noted for his skill as a great
brassesmith in Ife; Through
kis talent in brasswork he was
invited to Benin by King
Oguala to teach the ert of
brass casting in Benin City."

Western Influence

Asked whether he found him-
self influenced by the impact of
Western art during bis course
at the Royal College of Art in

93
London, Felix Idubor said tha
he hoped he had not been in-
fluenced too greatly.

“From my experience,” he

" said, “it is tremendously valu-

able for artists to come from
Africs to study the art of the
Wernt; but there is one reserva-
tion which I have personally.
I hope that Alrican artists
coming to Europe to study in
the future will not be over.
whelmed and lose their own
traditional forms and iospira-
tions,

“The Unesco fellowship bas
given me the opportunity of
doing two very important
thiogs: to learn new methods
and techniques which 1 ecan
taBe back to Alrick and,
secondly, to show people in
Europe someathing of modern
Western African art,

Before leaving Nigeria for
London in April 71957, I told
the Nigerinn Government that:
it would be a great opportunity
for me il T could arrapge an
exhibition in London so that T

. might show my work to the

outside world, The Nigerian
Government approved and con»
sequently my 37 pieces of sculps
ture, finished, and unfinished,
were shipped to me in London.
To the collection which I
brought from Africa I added
some new pieces which were
the result of my work at the
Royal College of Art, Tbus, I
was able to exhibit, together
with my African works, pieces
produced in England, and I
believe I have demnnstrated
that, however loog I may stay
in Europe, I will still retain
the African technique and style
in art,—UNESCO,
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OPINION

S.&. Now Has Nearly 156 Million -People

Federal Commentary

From Our Bulawayo Correspondent

WO members of the United
Federal Patty were told
they weren’t wanted in the
Embatsy—one of Salinbury's
swanh restaurants—last weeb.
The reason? They have blachk

gkins.

This was just another colour
bar incideat, of caurse.

But what maRes this ons
even more despicable than uzusl
js that the Africans are first-rate
journalists who at the time
were og assignment for their

papers.

The journalists were Mr.
Lawrence Vambe, chief editor
of African Newspapers Ltd,
(Salisbury) and 3Mr. Nathon
Stamuysrirs, his assistant;

They were invited to the
Embassy Restaurant by repre-
geatatives of an international
firm of nuti-biotics producers,

"My, Shamuysrira arrived fiest.
He was chatting fo his hasts
when the manager xsked him
to leave.

Apparently a group of what
the manager termed “real white
Rhodesians, who spend plenty
of moLswy here” had told the
mapager they objected to Afri-
gans using the restaurant.

They threatened that if the
Alricen (Yr. Shamuyarira) was
pot ordered to leave imme.
diately, they would take their
custom elsewhere.

The menager complied with
their wishes and ordered Mr.
Shamuyartiza to leave the pre-
miset:

Meanwhile, My, Vambe—
who receotly returned from Aa-

erica whers he was a guest of
the United States Government—
arrived at the restaurant;

He was informed by the re.
ceptionist that he must not go
inside,

Later, the mansger explained
to him about the protest by his
white patrons.

Op the telephone, Mr, Vams=
be told me that he and Mr,
Sbamuyarira had & mission in
life.

It was ta try to persuade
Africans that “peaceful co-
operation and understanding”
between the races in the Fodera
ation  could eventually be
achieved.

"How do you thiok we feel
when we are trented in this
way? What are we to tell our
people?” asked Mr. Vembe;
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'HE Uaion's total population is now almost 14,500,000—an increazse

of about 1,750,000 people since 1951.
official estimates show that the Union's White population has topped‘

Figures in the latest

3,000,000 for the first time in its history.

The estimates have particular
gignificance in view of the Gov
ernment’s  controversial  race
policies,

For. instance, while the in-
crease in the White population
since 1951 is 370,000, the Afri-
cans have increased by more
than a million, the Coloureds by
257,000 and Asiatics by 75,000.

The total Afrigan population
of the Union is estimated at

9,606,000, the Coloured at
1,360,000, and the Asiatic
441,000.

The White populatién of the
Johannesburg metropolitan area
is estimated at 398,000, an in-

African population, however, has
risen to 576,000, an increase of
111,000, Africans, in fact, accouat
for more than half of Johannes-
burg’s total population ef just?
over a million people,
A striking feature of the figures '
in the 13 major. metropalitan
areas is that the African popu-
lation has risen by oearly 400,000,
while the White population in°
The sarue towns has’ increased by
just over 250,000, Forty per-
cent. of the total increase in'
Afticans gince 1951 is in the
urban areas. .
Following are the principal
figures relating to the main'

¢rease since 1951 of 39,000. The metropolitan areas: L
Whites Africans Asians Colaureds
Jokannesburg ... ~. 398,500 576,200 29,900 45,000 '
Cape. Town W 286,200 70,700 9,900 362,400
Durban e o 181,200 203,900 223,200 26,100
Pretoria <. _ e 180,200 148,000 . 7,300 7,900
Port Elizabeth ... 97,900 90,500 5,300 54,200
“ Germiston o 97,300 113,600 2,300 3,200
Vereeniging[Vanderbylpark 60,100 153,200 1,300 1,400
Springs .. .. e 40,500 87,900 1,400 1,400
Benoni ... 5 46,100 90,600 2,200 5,200
Bloemfontein 65,000 76,900 —— 6,000
East London -t 49,400 50,100  2,000- g 6,700
Pietermaritzburg i 38,400 26,200 22,100 3,800 -
Kimberley s £oR 22,500 29,100 1,400 18,800
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‘OPINION

India Joetter

( From Our Own Correspondent )

Indians Prosecuted In Paki'stan

OME 550 Indian nationals

wers arrested and prose.-
cuted by the Enst Pabkistapi
Government during 3957 for
not being in possession of valid
passports ot viras, the Prime
Micister, Mr, Feroz Khan
Noor, told the Natiopal As-
sembly on February 18,

The problem of visaless Ine
dians in East Pakistan Ggured
inthe National Assembly during
the questionshour,

Bhoodan Tour Of
Maharashira

The exscutive committee of
the Praja.Socialist Party (Mas
harashira), welcoming the pro.
posed Bhoodan tour ot Acharya
Viooba Bheve in Maharashira,
has directed all the district
units of the parly to give active
co-operation to him and bhis
colleagues.

Party members from Maha-
rathtra elected to the Lok
Babha and the Bombay Legis-
lative Assembly have been

called upon by the Execulive
Committee to participate in the
tour when the Bhoodan leader
visits their respective consti-
tuencies.

Breach Of Peace In
Middle East Feared:

The Prime Micister, Mr,
Nebru, informed the Lok Sabha
on February §8, of the possi-
bility of another breach of peace
in the Middle East before the
House voted a motion of thanks
to the President for his address.
My, Nehru told the House that
“ominous sounds” were coming
from;lsrael and there was''some
daoger” that as a result of the
formation of the Egypt-Syria
union and the Irag-Jordan
Federation, Istael might take
“precipitate action”, Where
this might lead no one could
say. ;

India, he said, had welcome
the Epgyplian-Syrin union as
the people “obviously” favours
ed it. 1t would also welcome
the Arab Federation provided

the move was popular, But it
was mcent ta be a political
counter poise, *“We don’t know
what the result meay be.”
Referring to the Freach
bombing of the Tunisian wvile
lape the Prime Minister said:

" %The shockipg bombing was

op A par with the Jallinnwal.
lah Bagh horror.t If this
policy was persisted and ap-
proved by the French Governs
ment and the people and others,
then thero was the greatest
disaster ahead in Africa.”

Organised Plot To Cheat
Co-Op. Banks Foiled
Timely action by the Boms

bay C.1.D. bas nipped in the
bud = State-wide racket operate
ed by a well organised gang, to
cheat co-operative Banks with
bogus letters of credit,

The police had their first
clue to the activities of . the
gang when some cosoperative
banks in Viderbha started re-
ceiving letters purporving to
come from the Registrar of
Co.operative Sacieties.

Police suspicions were arouss
ed when a bank io Nagpur
received on the same day six
letters dealing  with the same

95
sub}ect. On examination it
was found that none of the
sipnntures teollied with those

ob letters previously written to
the Bank,

Retailers Want Bus
Rank Removed

T the annual general meet-
ing of the Durban and
District Indian Retailers Asso.
ciation held at the Surat
Hindoo Association Hall last
Sunday the following officials
were elected for the ensuing
yvear;--President My, E, H. Ig.
mail, Hon, Secretary Mr, V
Gosai;, Hon, Treasurer Mr. Go~
van Mani and Hoa: Auditor
Mr, L. B. Pateli Committee!
Mesars, Keshu Bbhnna, A, H,
Jhetham, Dayabhai Bhika, V.
D. Patel and L. B; Patel,
Among the resolutions it
wat upanimously resolved to
re-approach the City Couanci
regarding the removal of the
Bus Raob to the present Testing
Ground Site in Warwick Avenue
owint to the chaotic conditions
which obtain at the present
Indian Bus Termious in Winter.
on Walk. -

Consult:

MISS TE]

COMPANY

106 MANSFIELD ROAD,
P. 0. Box 476. - -

QUEENSLAND INSURANCE

LIMITED. .

(INCORPORATED IN 1886 IN NEW SOUTH WALES)

TRANSACTS ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE
Fire - Marine - Accident

IMI SORABJEE, RUSTOMJEE

SPECIAL INDIAN REPRESENTATIVI,

DURBAN.
TELEPHONES 47453 & 47888.
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