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CANCER

By C. W. M. GELL

T was about 3 p.m, on a fine, sunny Christmas afternoon, The
main street of a small country town in the western Transvaal was
deserted except for two African women “window shopping'* and oot
African man standing at the edge of the pavement tolding his bicycle,
.waiting fortwo friends to join him. He was a médium-sized mao,
tespectably dressed.,

Three white men, aged between twenty-five and thirty-five, big,
beavily built fellows, turned into ghe main street and began walking
‘along the pavement towards where the African was waiting. They
spoke voluble Afrikaans, but showed no particular signz of having
celebrated tao well. Suddenly, without warning, when they wete
abreast the African, the tvfo youoger men attacked him with their
fists and feet, Afier a severe beating, the Africap managed to break
{>0s¢e and fled up a side street, whereupon the white men smasbed his
bicycle against the edge of the pavement and jumped on the wheels,
breaking the spokes.. . . .

At this stage the African returned with his two friends and the
{atter, seeing that the pysical odds were heavily against them, took out
their knives Now it was the Europeans’ turn to flee and they just
beat their pursuets into a group of buildings, where the Africans were
afraid to follow and from where they phoned the police, A squad car
was soon on the scene and challenged the three Africans who were
retrieving the broken bicycle. The police accepted the evidence of
the smashed bicycle and the beaten-up man and went in search of
the Europeaus, without suecess.

After cruising up and down for a while, the police car returoed
to the charge office. The three Africanus took themselves and tte
remains of the bicyle away; some while later the three Europeans
emerged from their hiding place aud made off with speed; and the
two Afcricau women, having observed these cvents, resumed their
“window-shopping ' Main Siseet returned 10 normal and its Coris »
mas afternoon calm,

One tells this unedifying story, not to “incite feelings of hostility
between the races,” but to try to persuade people outside the Trans-
vaal that, when incidents of this sort have become comparatively
common amoag a certain section of the urban and semi urban _popu-
fation of our most papulous and crucial province, there is a caoker
already éating into the very fabric of our society. 1If it is not soon
controlled, it will bring disaster on ys all Laws, police, the courts—
eveo if these dispensed justice in a more even-handed maoner regard-
less of race or colour—are only a small part of the answer. The
ultimately effective adtidote is an outraged and determined public
apinion, waich is precisely what we so obviously lack. T

Not common, these incidents, you say? This 1s the same town
where, a year or two back, the police strapped the hands of an Afri-
can, who had run away on being questioned for a pass he bad left at
home, to the back of a motar-cycle and’ran him round a block in the
centee of the towh uatil the breath came from bim in great roariog
‘gulps. Mauny peaple witnessed that, including 3 doctor and a miaister
of religion,  Only the latter made a report to the police commandant
and, on receiving the irrelevant reply that “it has been ascertained
that the Native suﬁqtd 00 damage,”” even he let the matter drop,

Much more recently there was a faction figbt in the compound
of a neighbouring platinum mine in which five or six Africans wese
killed, More than one comment-was “Good riddance. The more of
themselves they kill the better.  There's too many of the black trash
(‘swart goed’)."” Ao African woman walking home along the main
r0ad oo a Saturday morning with her week’s shopping on her head
was overtaken by a lorry load of Afrikaans boys and gitls going out to
camp for the week-end Ao empty lemonade bottle, thrown by one
youngster, caught her between the eyes and the was later found
unconscious by s friend with her goods scattered all over the verge
of the road. e

Milk delivery boys are cantinually in trouble for, inadvertently
when new to theit round, coming througb the wrong gate or to the
wrong door—sometime, in their ignorance of the finer shades of
English and Afrikaans, for using “cheeky” language, Ope got a
hiding the other day from a white youth before a fair-sized crowd in
a public street. No one interfered; though later, at his employer's
insistence, two Europeans gave evidence which led to conviction and
a fine of £15 Assanlt is the common penalty for *‘cheekiness,” real
or imaginary. I think of 2 great hulking lorry driver who bad an
altercation with an African cyclist at a “stop” street and therefore
*‘knocked him cold.” I think of two quite deliberate, if fairly petty,
assaults by another European on Africans who bad not been quite
quick enough in jumping off the*pavement out of his way,

These various men and women are known to me by name. All the
incidents, except thé motor-cycle one, occurred within a.few recent
moaths. If these are the observations of one person in one small
town, what is the total sum of ill-feeling beivg sown, and oftec deli-
berately sown, by aggressive-minded on either side of the colour bar?
If T have picked out white assaults in particular, it is not because I

. am unaware of the problem in severse; bul because, as a white man, 1

am'horrifted at the casual callousness or apatby of so mapy of my
fellow-whites, who not only claim to be superior and civilised but
have a monopoly of power and political responsibility.

There is a contempt for non-whites among some which is as
morally dangerous to us as it unpleasant for them. It is typified in
the attitude of 2 woman shop-assistant who discovered that ber cus-
tomer was buying china cups for the use of her servants. “That'll
be the day when I buy china for kaffirs,” was ber quite gratuitous
remark. “Tin mugs for them, the black trash,” (Again, that insult-
ing Afrikaans phrase.) Yet these sort of people are well kpnown,
apparently normal and accepted in local society where, indeed, their
autlook is by no means untypical.* It is ‘logg ‘since time that we
recogaised this racialism for the mental disease it is and launched a
positive campaign against it, as we do against cancer, T.B. etc,

For another little incident illustrates the impossible situation for
which we dre heading, One recent Saturday afternoon an African
youth was knacked down and killed by 2 white man's car a mile oc
two outside our town and a yard or two off the tareed sueface, Now
there are many possible and quite unpremeditated reasons why 1bat
mototist might ‘havc had to swerve and might not bave seen the

( Continued on page 117)
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Natal’s Concern For Africans

TATAL is to a great
extent responsible
for the present Na-

tionalist Government com-
ing into power. It raised
a hue and cry against the
so-called Tndian penctration
and asked for restrictive
legislation.  The ‘outcome
has been the Group Areas
Act. *We are now told by
thc political correspondent
of the 'Natal Mercury' that

the Natal members of Par-_

liagment are perturbed by
the trend of recent Govern-
ment legislation and jother
measures uander discussion
which all provide ‘“greater
opportunities for \siatics
and Coloured at the ex-
pense ol Natives.”
From-a.report appearing-
elsewhere it will be seen
that Mr. Rbnald Butcher, a
United Party Member for
Durban Berea and Ar.
Norman Eaton, a Labour
Party Member for Durban
Umlazi, have both had com-
plaints to make that while
the Africans being
legislated against nothing
is being done to restrict the
rights of the Coloureds and
particularly the Asiatics.
lt does not mean that they
.are overflgwing with love
for the Africans. They are
not at all concerned about
the  principle involved,
whether good or bad. \What
they are concerned about
is that the Coloureds and
the Asiatics should not be
left free. Mr. [aton is
. anxious that Indians should
be- given ‘“some sort  of
national home somewhere,”
In other words a sort of
Lenasia as is contemplated

are

in Johanhesburg. The Afri-
kaans-speaking people alone
are thereflore not to blame,
Some English-speaking
South Africans are none the
better.

Olive Schreiner

NE of the many
@ things the South
Africans can be
proud of is of having pro-
duced a woman of the
calibre of Olive Schreiner.
\We have very little to add
to the beautiful tribute paid
by Mr. Julius Lewin, which
appears elsewhere in this
issue. The Indians remem-
ber her for the great sym-
pathy and support she gave
them during the historic
Passive Resistance struggle
in 1907-1914 under the
leadership of  Mahatma
Gandhi. . Her memory has
been pcrpe(uatcd by her
picture appcarmg in our
Golden Number—souvenir
of the great struggle.
A move has been spon-
sored by a few distinguished
personalities to perpetuate

the  memory of Olive
Schreiner * by establishing

on the occasion of her cen-
tenary celebration an “Olive
Schreiner Scholarship for

© women’ at the Universities.

[t is no doubt a laudable
move. We wonder however
what she would think, if she
were alive, of South Africa
of the present day. Ve feel
she would be the saddest
person on earth and would
say in disgust: “burh your
universities
stuff they cen produce. |

if this is the *
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have not seen a university.

If you can achieve what I
have achieved without go-

ing to a university il's more.,

than enough and you do
not nced to go to i uni-
versity for that " We can
hear her words ringing i

our eirs. A worthy tribute
to the memoay of Olive
Schieiner even alter 2

hundred years would be to
try to live up to the high

- L g~

ideals of Truth, Justice and
Love she cherished,  let
it be remembered (that Olive
Schréiner believed in justice
for all without distinction of
class, If
the scholarship established
in her name swerves from
that principle it will be not
an honour but an insult to her
The sponsors of this

creed or colour.

name.
scholarship would do well
to always bear this in mind.

NOTES AND NEWS

Dr, Donges On Assisted
Emigration Scheme

THE Minister of the Interior,

Dr. T. E. Dongges, said in
Capetown that as from April 1
the bonuses payable to Indians
who emigrate from the Union to
India would revert to the former
figure of £20 for an adult and
£10 for a child under 16.

In 1949, the bonus was in-
creased to £40 for an adult and
£20 for a child under 16, but it
had not had much effect in en-.
couraging Indian emigration, the
Minister said at a Press confer-
ence.

Condilions in India seemed to
put off Indians.

In the past, the experience had
been that it was mostly tha aged
Indians who made use of the
facilities to emigrate to India so
that they could end their days in
the land of their fathers.

There did not appear to be any
spontanequs move on the part of
Indians to leave the “oppression’’
of South Africa and to go to this
“modern Utopia,” the Minister
said.

The Minister said that about
17,000 Indians had left the Union
under the repatriation scheme
since it was started in 1924, Of
these, 980 had returned.

Indians who emigrated under
the scheme received free passages
to India, In terms of the rele-
vant lcpislation they could return
to the Union within three years,

provided they refunded the bonus

money paid to them

When the scheme was first in.
troduced in 1914, the bonus was
fixed at £5 per person, with a
maximum of £20 for a family.

Io 1927 it was increased to £10
per persos, with a maximum of
£50 for a family. Ia 1927 it
‘was agsia increased ta 20 for
an adult and £10 for a child
under 10,

In addition ta the bonus money
a free passige was provided.

The number of Indians who
made use of the scheme became
less and less and, in 1940, the
scheme was suspended, owing to
the lack of shipping and other
war-time difficulties.

It came into operation again in
1946, but little use was made of
it. To encourage Indian emigra-
tion, the bonus maney was
doubled in 1949, afrer which the
number of Indians who emiprated
rose to 200 jn one year and then
declined.—Sapa.

Government Policy Favours
Coloureds And Asiatics
—Says Natal M,P.s

The political correspondent of
the ‘Natal Mercury’ in Capetown
states: Natal members of Parlia-
ment are perturbed by the trend
of recent Goverament legislation
and other measures now under
discussion  which will provide
greater opportunities for Asiatics
and Coloureds at the ‘expense of
Natives.

After quoting several laws
affecting the Africans M1, Ronald
Butcher (UP. Durban Berea)
pointed out the effects which 1he
Native Uurban Areas Ameadmeny
Bill (the so called “Locations in
the Sky Bill”’) might have on the
Native population of Ducban.

Under the Bill the Minister

,could limit the number of Native

servants who could reside on the
top of flat buildings, in backyards
ot in Native hostels in European
afeas.

Mr. Butcher quoted this ex-
ample: A flat building might have
accommodation for 20 Native
servaats but the Minister might
only allow 10 to reside there,
Would not the owner of the
building then employ 10 or five
Indians to take the place of the
Native servants?

Indians did not fall under the
restrictions of the Bill and the
Miaister of Native Affaits himself
had said that he had no jurisdic.
ion over Indians,
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Mr. Normad Eaton (Labour-
Party, Durbag Umlazi) said: “Is
Nata! to lose the African labour
so that Asiatics can be given a
greater share in industey?”

“I think it is advisable and
most necessary that the Govern-
meot should indicate what its
policy is in relation to the Asiatics
in Natal in tbe industrial field,"”

Mr. Eatog continued: *‘The
Nationalists have said from time
to time that the Asiatic problem
in Natal is one for Natal to solve,
admitting when they say so tHat
in their minds Natal is outside
the Union.

“] want to remind them that
Natal is still in the Union in fact
and, that being so, it isimportant
that we should know exictly what
the Government bas in mind for
the Asiatics ia Natal who provide
a certain amount of labour in
industry

“We want to know because it
is no use havipg a plan for the
Western Provioce and the Free
State and the Traasvaal and com-
plete sileace,oo Natal.

“The Goverument's policy has
been, and I suppose stll is, re-
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patriation, but this has failed.

“It is not surprising that it has
failed, but the immediate problem
is to Aoow whether or not the
Asiatics in Natal are going to be
confined to Natal for all time, or
whether they will be given some
sort of patiopal bome somewbere,

“This problem s lisked up
closely with iandustcial devglop
ment and we are entitled to know
what the Government’s plaas ate
in this regard,” said Mr. Eaton.

An Attempt To Assassinale
Mr. Nehru

Beba Reo, a lirty-six-year.o)d
tickeka paller, bas been acrested on
o cbarge of allemptiog to saessinate
the P'time Mibister, Mr. Nelra,
while the litter wan driving (ram
the airportrto the Chief Minister's
residence before nddressing the
Malhya Prede:h Legislative As.
gembly, The man wus tuken before
o Magsirate nad Ltbe caze was re-
manded uoti) March 28, Mr. Nehru
eaid that the man might have been
8 luoatic and that the iacident
should mot be exsggerated. “The
po'ice are however investigating the
matter thorooghly,

ALLEGATION OF RACIAL PREJUDICE. IN
INDIA REFUTED

R. N. J. WADIA, Vice.

Chaoceilor, Bombay Unpi-
vetsity, assuced visiting Alrican
studeuts 1n Bombay oo Feb-
ruary 13 that no discrimication
of apy kind bad beea made
ageicst them oo grounds of
race by their countesparts in
ladia, .

He said. *Duriog my Vice.
Chancellotstup, [ have nat heard
B single compluiot from the 30
African studeots ia Bambay
that they were discriminated
agajiost on account of their
colour by any of our studeots.”

Mr. Wadia, who was presiding
in Bombay over a meetiog under
the joint auspices of the Over.
seas dtudents’ Asyocintion, Bom-
bay, aad the (vdian Council for
Cultural Relaticas, New Delbi,
sard it was oot unusual for
forerga students to feel at times
uncomfortanlein a foreign inod,
“indian students themselves
must have bad the same griev-
ances swwheo they weat for their
studies abroad,”

The Vice:Chancellar stated:
“1 take pride in saying that we
ate getting more aod more
students lrom other countries,
I assure aur Alrican visitors
that we shall try to make their
stay here as pleasant and more
comfortabls s possible.”

The Vice.l'resident of the
Indian Couacil for Culiual
Kelations, Myr, Kalelkar, told
«cieign students that there was

ne .colour bar io Iadia,
ladisus  were  koowan for
therr uoboundsd  lospitality,

and their culture taught them to
share their meals with others
and treat the guests with bonour..

Mr. Kalekar said ladia was
80 ancieot country inhabiled
by heterogeaeous communities
and that they believed in the
spirit ol brothechood.

Mr. Paul Kigondu, an African
student at the Grant Medical
College, Bombay, ¢xpressed hig
gratefulness to the Union Gov-
eroment for peoviding them
with scholarsbips . which, he
said, had epabled Alrican sty.
dents to koow and understand
India closely.

Mr. Joseph Gatuguta, another

Alticea student at St. Xaviec's
College, said he had spent six
years ia ladia aod that “ihe
Govetnment has done us great
service nnd most of us will ree
member it for ever, I have
ecjoyed a certain amount of
ftecdom in thie country which I
did not enjoy 1a my own coufs
try,” Le stated.
- Mr. Joho Musok, also g sty.
deot from Alnca, refuted the
allegation from foreign studentg
at Delbi that African students
th;re felt they were being dis.
Crimioated agaiost by their
ladian fellow tompanjong.

“Ihete ig 0o colour bar in
Sodis; the trealment given by
Indians (o Alricag  atudense

_ studyiog in Madras colleges is

quite cordial,” declared My, T.
X. Bepjamin, a 23-year.old
Alrican student from Kepya and
President of the Overseas S.u-
dents’ Association, Madras,

Four African students from
Keoya and Tangadyika studying
a! Nagpur Usiversity (or the
last three to six months dcoied
having experienced “colour day”
or racial discrimination against
them in Nagpur or elsewhere
in India,

Mr. Jobn Williams, studying
in Hislop College, Nagpur, said
be was rather surprised at com.
plaints made by African siu-
dents in Delhi. He said: “*I have

The following letter was sent
by the author to ‘The Star'
(Jobannesburg) who -refused to
publish it:

-

IR,—Your reader Mr. Antbogy
R. Poonen, who bhimself docs
oot hive in a rosy surraundiag in
the. Germiston Asiatic Bazaar,
evidenuy requires some enlighten-
meat on the question of the
lndian High School in Lenasia,

A situation arises two days
before the closing of schools for
the December holidays, when
children at the Booysens Indian
High School and ¢hose from
Krugersdorp, Roodepoort and
Kliptown are given transfer cards
to Lenasia, :

This swift action is taken with.
out the conseat .of parents or
teachers ot any responsible or-
ganisauon representing the in-
terests of the commumty,  After
all, is education mot of public
concera?

Consequently the Transvaal
Indian Congress belps to suhimon
a pateats protest meeting and the
Johannesburg Parenits Association
is founded The association elects
a deputation to meet the Educa-
tion Department 1o express their
protest on principle and other
practical difficulties. They further
request for the maintenance of
the Booysens High School and
for suitable premises in the city
limits,

The Department replies that
“Group Areas and Educatiop
wust be separated, The only
place we can find is Lenz. Ouyp
instructions come from above,”

The Parents Assaciation then
search  around and they find
most suitable premises. This
time the departinent i3 cornered
aand they “arc oot interested.”

The parents ate now maigtain-
ing their school with a ro)] of
maore than 400 and the Depart-

ment miintaing their at Lepasia
-sratble 7Y " B s

P U S

1o arrive at logic.

-{8th March, 1955

not had this Rind of exserience
¢o far during the last six mhoths
1 have been in India. I visited
Madras and Colombdo also.”
Most of the peopls he had met
had beea friendly, he srid, and
he had not noticed **feelings ol
discrimination or colour bar.”

Mz, ]. P, Oyende, also study-
ing at Hislop College, said he
was surprised at complaints of
“coleur bat” and racial discei-
wination,

Hesaid he had experienced
no d:fficulty on grounds of race
or eolour in hotels, restaurants;
or even homes, He found: no
such discrimination among stu~
denls in cofleges moi) hostels.
—'India News.'

'LENASIA AND INDIANS IN JOHANNESBURG

this figure is below the necessaty
quota for a school with a .staff of
12 teachers,

Certain members of the Edu.
cation Department have them-
selves expressed  dissatisfaction
with the establishment of the
Lenasia School.

It can not be denied that the
establishment of the Lenasia
school is a political move. Mr.
Schoeman (when he was Minjster
of Labour) promised the white
voters of Booysens “"The Indiaas
will be sent to Lenz. - In face 50
far “thatyou "won't' evén'smelt’
them” Mr, deKletk made simi-
lar proposals.

1 don’t know how Mr, Poonen
arrived at what he calls ““logical
conclusion.” He must be baving’
a fascinating formula in wriggling
himself out of a problem ja order
Evidently he
aever took imta account the zc.
tions of the majority of parents

If ke is going to stick to such
dogmatic logic, he will “probably
agree to an Indian High Schoo}
“with better facilities 4nd 4
qualified staff " oo’ St. Helega
Island,—Yours etc, NAVARas
Josepu,

BOOKS FOR SALE
Satyagraba In 8,4,
. —By M, K. Gandhi 15/-
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Why Prohibition
=By Kuwarappa 1/-
A Nation Bailder At Wock
By Pyatelal 1/6
Gandhi And Marx
. —By K. G. Mashrawala 28
Whioh Way Lica Hope
=By R. B, Gregg 2/2
Obtainable from;

‘INDIAN OPINION,!
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On Olive Schremer’s Birthday

By JULIUS LEWIN

.. -

"South Africa’s social and moral ideals are sinking. We

are narrowing our political and social rights, We are trying o

withdraw even educational advantages from the mass of our

peaple, who are the Natives......When we have dispossessed the

Native of his land, we may get cheap labour for the mine-owners

and the farmers, but we shall have created such a tercible pro-
letariat as will be our ultimate undoing."”

0,0live Schreiner wrote in 1912,  That letter indicates the out-
look of the gréat woman, the centenary of whose birth falls on
March 24, )

Olive Schreiner was gifted with prophetic ipsight.  Piercing all
ptretences, she 1ookcd straight into the heart of thingy, She never
hesitated to call polmcal oppression or economic exploitation or socia
injustice by their proper mames, -

For instance, she saw the Anglo- )
Boer war coming and she warned 5
the British that they would be . o £y
committing “political suicide” in 3

. 4
Sofith Africa 1f they deliberately »:. D ot
embarked on such an unjust war A S N
against the small Baoer republics. oo 7

Although she valued liberalism as. [ootuy * o si ;
part of the British tradition, she  \a 373 (s N %
also knew what damage British “

imperialism was doing in South I~ g &

Africa, She condemned the “ag-.
_gressive capitalists, for whon the
Native is not a pzrson hated or ) .
beloved, but a commercial asset. g‘;_‘mgw.,; C
To these persons (she wrote),

the Native ‘question sums tself . __ Olive Schreiner |
up in two words, cheap labour,

Their view of the Native question is as clear-cut and simple
as the outline of a gallows. There is no intricacy or scn'j-
ment about it. The Native is the machine through the action
of which companies and speculators have to extract the wealth of
South Africa; and the more the machinery costs to keep at work, the
smaller the percentage of South African wealth which reaches the
haods of the speculators. For them the Native problem is in a put
shell: In how far and by what means can the rate of Native wages
he diminished, so raising profits ¢ "

Olive Schreiner predicted that this greedy attitude, normal under
the economic system of her day and ours, “would increase in its
importance and in the virulence of its evil effects with every year
that passes, The small cloud upon the horizon, today no bipger
than 2 maa's haod, will in forty yeéars overspread the whole of our
African sky, unless some great and at present unforeseen revolution
should occur. It is upon the skill with which white man ard black
man combine to avert the tbeatened evil that the fate of Africa in
tbe middle of next (i e. the twentieth) century will depend.” N

- Ofive Schreiner was respected in her own day because her moral
streagth and her intellectual integrity were plain to all who felt the
influence of b2r personality or her pen. But she was never a”popular
figure. No one in South Africa ever will be “popular,” in the
conventional, middle-class sease, who condemns the British as well
as the Afrikaners for their political faults. . And in her day the
Africans and the Coloured people and the Indians bad not yet
emerged as a political force capable of choosing and applauding their
owa heroes and heroines.

The most astonishing thing abeout this pioneer was not her
political wisdom on her demand for equality between women and

men or her hatred of war, remarkable as all three of these fearures ,

of ber life and work undoubtedly were. The most astonishing thing
about Olive Schreiner was the fact that she had never had the
advaptage of any formal education  She went neither to school nor
to a university, All her life she was short of money.  From an early
age she had to earn h2r own livelihood in the only way then open to
women, namely, as a governess in a private family. Sometimes,
when holding such a post, she slept in what was the equivalent of 3
servant’s room in white people’s homes today.

There is surely a tremendons lesson to be learnt from Olive
Schreiner's life, 1t is how much one person of high courage and
noble determination can accomplish in spite of heavy handicaps.
Olive Schreiner made ber pen a sword and with it, as ber only
weapon, she took a gallant part in (he unending war for the liberation
of humanity. Her words were effective because she told the truth.
It never pays the man who speaks'the truth,’” she wrote, “but it
pays humanity that the truth should be spoken.”  Aod on another
accasnon she said: “When one acts in obedience to ope's conscience,
one never regrets it,” Now a hundred years after her birth and a
generation after hec death, enlightened South Africans salute Olive
Schreiner's ]asting achievement. In doing 50 let us recognize that
the truest service we can render her memory is to carry on workmg
for the same aims and jdeals that she set before her own clear eyes,

RACIAL CANCER

( Continued from front page)

African ia time. But there is hardly an African here who believes
that the accident was accidental, And the unhappy truth is that a
sufficiently numerous minority of whites make a habit of this type of
attack—not intending to kill, of course, just to knock_over, punch
from a moving vehicle or atherwise inconvenience African cyclisty
and pedestrians—to make this suspicion plausible,

The remedy is in our hands. We have, each one of us in our
little circle, to mobilise the weight of public opinion against people
who behave as I have been describing.  Few will deliberately flout
aroused public opinion and established conventions of social decency
It is precisely because o many cf us den’t know that these things are
happening daily, don’t think pethaps 1bat they matter very much or
like to preténd to ourselves that such reports are exaggerated, that
there is at present so litile active public opinion on this subject.
Shall we begin now by facing the fact that a serious problem does
exist ?

This is not a question merely of right versus wrong; it is plain
self-interest  Several recent events up and down South Africa have
supported the verdtct of a world-famous sociologist:  “Closely asso-
ciated with racial prejudices is disrespect for law and unwillingness to
settle disputes peraccfully. In maay countries of the world it has
been found that unchecked violence and deprivation of civil rights
directed against one group can easily spread to all other groups.

When laws are misused or ignored, illegality becomes part of the

entire culture. Where a dangerous cultural practice exists, any per-
son ¢t group may become its victim,"
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ASIA _AND

INDIAN
EUROPE-!

(C. W. M, GELL)

( From ¢ The Forum®, Johannesburg)

ARDAR K M. PANIKKAR

has one of the most alert minds
in India today and a versatile
personality — Scholar, historian,
diplomat, politician, In a book
about Communist China a rela-
tion by marriage 1o the Indian
Piime Minister quoted the latter
as saying that Panikkar svould be
a Communist in Peking, a Mos-
tem Brother in Cairo and a Fascist
in Madrid, The remark, which
Mr. Nebru bas repudiated and
had witbdrawn from later editions
of the book, is untrue and un-
worthy, But it coatains this
graia of substance, that Sardar
Punikkar is deeply read in Asian
history and wunderstands better
tban most living men bow in-
exotably founded in the past are
" many of the political attitudes of
today. The fruit of his learning
appeared last year in a book!,
which was at once recognised as
of first importance apd which
should bz compulsory reading for
all commentators on contem-
pacary Asian events.

As a literary achievement the
book is somewhat uneven It
bears signs of having been put
together at intervals in a busy
life as India's ambissador first to
China and then to Egypt, The
best and most cobesive section on
the rise and decline of European
empires in Asia occupics 300
piges acd might well have been
published 15 a separate book on
this theme There follows a dis-
appaiatingly adequate section
of some 60 pages on the transfer
of power from Eurepean to Asian
bands This subjece has been
handled much more brilliantly by
Sacdar Pawmkkar's great feiend,
Mc Guy Wiat, in a book 2 ori-
ginally published in 1947 and
receatly republished tn a revised
form. Posubly the existence of
this book cxpressing views cor-
responding very closely to his
own, though with  differing
emphasis, persuaded Panikkar not
to expand his chapters cn th's
petiod, Nearly a‘hundeed pages
on the history of Christian mis-
sionsin Asia, though they. fill many
g1ps in the story and paint a
picture very different from the
one with which the West is
familiar, tcad a bittle Like ootes
for a separate study of this aspect
of westeru imperialism But in
bis final forty pages on the cul-
tural aad materizl interpenetra-
uon of Eist and West Sardar
Panikkar returns to the rich vein
of bus carlier chapters.

Coosidering that be belongy to
the peneration which threw off

the Eritish yoke in lndia and
therefore experienced in bis own
person the distorting emotional
strains of that period, Sardar
Panikkar writes with an urbaaity
and detachment that are wholly
admirable,  Except for a few
justified asperities 1n his chapters
on Christian evangelism in Asia,
he is free {rom resentment, at
ease both with the facts and his
judgments upon them, and with-
out any visible chip on his
shoulder. Neither he nor Mr.
Wint deal in the factual extra
vagances which now and then mar
an otherwise  charming personal
record of the transition years by
one of Mr, Nehru's nieces3 In
this case, we in South Africa
should perbaps understand more
easily than many others that, like
Nationalist politicians of the post-
Uaton years, the generation wh;ch
followed is more given to tancour
and less to magoanimity than
those who bore the actual burden
of the fight, Mrs. Sabgal watched
her pareats, Mr. aad Mrs Pandit,
live through the tremendous years
from the vaplage point of a
wealthy and sheltered nursery.
When she returped from an
Am:rican college education to
take her place in Indian adult
life, the particular batle for
Indian itdependence was won
and her closing pages show her
ugcertain of her own role amid
the less spectacular, far more
complicated and infinitely more
stubborn problems which have
now replaced the comparatively
simple objective of getting the
British o “Quit Iadia,”” Even
more than independence, the
assasinatioa of Mabaima Gundbi,
to whose part in recent history
Sardar Panikkar does wmuch lers
than justice in that unsatisfactory
middle pottion of his book, mark-
ed the end of an era in contem-
poraty Indwan history and the
new generation, of which Mrs.
Sahgal is a ralanted, if slightly
spailt, representative, bad to face
a much more difficult and respog-
sible” future without the moral
certitude which Gandhi’s genius
injected into the political Lfe of
bis country,

Thus, one can understand Mry
Sahgal’s reference to pre inde-
pendence India as “‘one vast con-
centration camp,” even while
historical accuracy requires Sardar
Panikkar and Mr Wint to em-
phasise that such a description
Was nevers truc—not in any sease
of that now heavily emotional
term—except in brief periods of
emergency which, even ar the
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time, were recognised by all to be
aberrations of Baitisk rcule in
India. In fact, as both authors
insist, the most marked feature
of the British raj was the intro-
duction of the rule of law as bind-

ing upon government no less than

individuals Though the law had
several imperfections as applied
to Indian conditions," its supre-
macy in constitutional life was a
complete novelty in Asia and
effected a revolution, sometimes
in directions not altogether in-
tended or understood, through-
out Indian life and society., The
concept of individual liberty, both
against government ard one’s
enemies, was catried, in a com-
munity whose sanctions had been
predominantly social not personal,
0 extremes which threatened the
very fabric of traditional society
with something close to anarchy.
Oone of the most serious tasks
facing the ruless of India teday
is to reassere the balance between
individualism rup riot and 1he
inevitable himitations placed upon
individual liberty by the minimum
necessities of social life—not to
mention the more onerous de-
mands of a planned economy.
This task is the more urgent
because India’s poltical, as dis-
tinct feom sacial, life bas always
been at the mercy of various
fissiparous -tendencies — commu-
nal, religious, linguistic, economic
and dynastic— some of which
were deliberately cultivated dur-
ing the campaign against the
British, all of which received a
powetful, thoug not entitely ia-
tended, stimulus from organised
defiance of the Jaw and existing
political institutions, and a final,
pear-disastrous impetus from the
calamity of partition,

The real charges against the
British administration of India,

then - and there are manoy vald,

ones pressed by bath Mr., Wint,
ond Sardar Panikkar—do not lie
in the sphere of personal hibertics,
despite exceptional periods cf
large scale imprisoa@eat, a few
savage massacres  (high-lighted
because of their rarity) and 1be
very occasional overspilling of far

10 persistent racialarrogance and |

philistine inscaositivity to Indian
values and culture in such un.
forgivable follics as the famous
“ctawhing orders" of Amritsar
aod Allababad.  The polemics of
the struggle for independence, no
less than those of outside parties
now iaterested-to draw mislead-
ing lessons from the events of
that time, have obscured the ex-
tent to which any disorder or
turbulence was regarded as a
peesonal failure on the part of the
civil authorities concerned. This
attitude had a reverse aspect in
that i¢ often discouraged reforme
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ing initiative where it was Iou{g
overdue. But it sprang from 2
deep-rooted and quite genuine,
humane standacd of value which
counted any loss of life a3 a seri-
aus stigma on the administration.
India was normally far from a
police state, though at the lower
levels police and otber local offi-
cials were often overbearing and
extertionate. Apy incident in-
volviog police or military armed
intervention was always the sub-
jeet of a judicial inquiry and:
magistrates accompanied police
or military on riot duty with the
responsibilily of detesmining when
and to what extent force should
be used. Against Jallianwalabagh
and a few other notable excesses
must be set a considerable aum-
ber of civil and police officers
injured an killed because they
adhered, perhaps a fiaction too
loog, to the tradition of their
service. But it was a tradition
which none of us who operated
it would exchange for the one
now apparently fashionable io
South Africa—of “hitting first,
and shooting first” rather than
run the least risk of injury and
of a guaranteed immunity from
“please explain” demands

»

(1) Asia and Wecestern Dominance
{Allen and Unwin).

(2) The British in Asia (Faber),

(3) Prison and Chocolate Cake, by
Nayantara Sahgal (Gol.l'ancz).

( To be Continued)
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AN AFRICAN PAPER ON SIR GODFREY
HUGGINS

‘The African Home News',
Bulawayo, 8. Rhodetia, cons
tains the following interestiog
leading article in its issue of
February 26:—

¢ THE African Home News'

feels it iocumbent upon
it to join the chorus of preises
which are teiog suog by some
newspapers aud leadiog per-
sonalities jn and outside the
Federation warmly congratus
latiog Sir Godfrey Huggins on
the recent conferment of a Vis«
councy by Her Majesty, The
Queen,

We feel it incumbent upon
us to congratulate Sir Godlrey
on this siogular bonour because
weare perlectly satisfed in our
own minds that his record of
useful setvice ag Prime Minister
of Southern Rhodesia for a
period of ay years plus his re«
ceot elevation to the Premeier-
ship of the Federation coasti-
tutes a woaderlul record which
is unprecedented in the apaals
of the British Commontwesith
of Nations and the Empire.

We have always acknowleged
Sir Gaditey as a remarkably
clever leader of bis people, Not
only that, He ir, like Cecil
Rbodes, a British Imperialist
who seems to think that the
Commonwealth link must never
be broken under any circum-
stances. We believe it was
him who oace said, "Britnin’s
warg nre Southern Rhodesia’s
wars,”  This stalement alons
shows the attachment ol Sir
Godlrey to his Mother Counlry,

Duriog his long tenure of
ofice as Prime BMlinister of
Southern Rbodesin Sir Godfrey
demonstrated both by words
apnd deeds that be places parae
mountly, ia the first order af
prioritier, the vital interests of
white people, African ioterests
as well as the ipterests of non-
European minorily groups with
bim are of secoodary impors
taoce, There secems nothing
" wroog with this, seeiop that it
was not Africans, Asians and
Colouteds who gave Sir Godlrey
the ineviable position of Prime
Hipister of Southern Rhodesia
for so maoy years, Even in
ordiariy argenisations a useful
chairman is always re-elected
times without numter,

It bas been said that Sir
Godlrey believes in improving
the social and economic aspects
of the life ol the Alricany of this
couptry and that the political
aspect is, to him, ol secondary
icpottance,

It requires oo great perspia
cacity to see the ulter illogicale
ity of this argumeant,

LiRe a clever politician, Sic
Godlrey Raows full well that
when Africans get direct tepre-
sentation in Parfliament, and i
that representation is increased

in pumbers, then laws might be |

epaclted to improve the social
and economic agpects of 1he life
of the Africaps. In other words,
political power must come first
aad other thiogs later; A glar-
ing example of this fact is.that
the wages and salaries eatned
by Alricans in practically all
walks of life in Southern Rho-
desia are so low thatit is npext
to impossible for mytriads of
them to qualily as voters even
if they wished to become votess,
Thig, therefore, will shaw the
ballowaoess of the argument
we sometimes hear from a cer-
tain section of European api.
nion that Africans are oot ju-
tetested at all in politics, other.
wise, this gection argues
obviously with tongues in their
cheeks, that it Africans tvere
really interested they woyld
have long tegistered as votars.
Is it not a fact that it is some
chiels and individuals who ‘are
few and far between who from
the point of view of substance
might _ba. able to .qualify as
voters but because of their edu-
cational limitations caonot be
eorolled as voters? Isit pot a
fact tbat in  any country
thtoughout the wusiverse it js
usually the literate section
which asks or demands rights
for its people? The wages and
salaties of Africans being a
mero pittance keep them out
of the Common Roll, Let the
Government substaatially raise

- Reverally the wages and salaries

of Africans and the white popu-
Intion will immediately see
how literato Africans will fi]
vp [ranchise forms since it ig
not education but their ug-
lottunate economic situation
which is keeping them out of
the voters’ toll. In the light of
this incootrovertible fact how
in tho nama of justica and com.
mogsense can it be said that
emphasis by authorities is beipg
placed on the economic situg-
tion o! Alricans sod not on
their political position seeing
that nothing is left undone and
unsaid to keep Alrican wages
and salaries as unecopomic ag
possible?. Is it not trwe that
Eurtopeans of this country have,
pethapy, without koowing it,
tuined the African population
ol Southern Rhodesia by their
ralion system? Many Afticans,
especially in utban areas live
with their lamilies and have
been taught, in recent years, {o
depend on their European em.

ployers for food which is given
to them in liev of mobey. The
result of this ig that irrespop-
sible breadwisiners pow depend
on this raticn system and fail
to find olher essenlials for tbeir
{amilies, The blame for this
unbappy slata of affairs must

be placed right at tbe door of ~

the Government, They do all
this in order to protect the io-
terests of the European elector-
ate obviowsly for the purpose of
beiog returned at the wext
elections. In other words, the
Africaps are beiog made to
suffer 'both economically and
politically so as to please Euro.
peans,

According to 1be Federal
Copstitution, African affairs
wust be dealt with territorially,
So far s0 good, DBut does tbat
vat presuppose that this counlry
changes its Cagstitution so as
to be io line with the other two
legs of the Federatian?

In Northern Rbodesia as well
as ia Nyasaland Africans spealk
for themselves in their coun-
tries’ Legislative Couocils, cnll
them Parliaments, it you like,
Recently the Colonial] Office in
the United Kiogdom taok a
praiseworthy step, It proposed
constitutional reforms which
are intended to raise the num-
ber of Africans both in Northern
Rbodesia as well as in Nyasa-
land Pacliaments, Although the
Nyasas appear to have rejected
them for reasons best known to
themselves twve at this distonce
thinR that tHe refarms were
definilely a step -in the right
direction.

Admittedly, there is a pegli-
gible number of Aflricans oo
tt e voters’ roll. Does that mean

that tha Africans of this coug- .

try will be Rept outside {heic
own territorial parliament on
the score tbat there are oot
nearly enough African volers
to vote {or them either on cacial
or non-racial basis?|

It seems to us the Federation
is carryiog eocugh seeds for its
own destruction as a result of
shortsighteduess on the part of
those who helped to make it an
accomplished fact, Both North-
ertn Rhodesia and Nyasalond
are making a vocileraus noise
about what they describe the
upbjust treatment aof the Afij-
cans of this country at the
hands ol Europeans. -

For his elevation to the pesr-
8ge Sir Godlrey bhas surely our
congratulations, We believe that
as Prime Minister of this covn-
try Ior 21 years he did his best
according to hig light, Byt
this we must say candidly that
whilst he cerved hbis  white
peaple very well he did aot do
so well jor the Africans under
hia rharon R

I8th March, 1955
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{ From Our Own

N returning to Karachi after
gome five monthe’ abeence,
one finde that the dominating -
factor in Dukistan affuirs ia siill
{he problem of the scnstitntion
npon whick 80 munoh strces has
bten laid in earlier lelters to
‘[adian Opinion.’

All observers, both within and
without Pakistan, remsin miod-
fal of the Governor Genoral’s
sctiop in  proclaiming the Cone
stitnent Aesemnbly dissolved apd
In sppointing a fresh Cabinet
which ivolundes the Com-
mander-in-Chief of ‘the Army,
Qeaeral Dlohamed Agnb, as
Minoieter of Defecce. In aerlain
qaertere, not only inside Pakie-
tan bat elsewhere, thie digsolu-
{{on has been desoribted as un-
demooratio and oven illegal. So
{ar ex i)legality is conocerned, the
matier 18 belug tested on the
basis of a petilion sabmilied 1o
the Chief Court of Sind by the
President of the ditsolved Aag-
rembly, Mounlvi Tamizaddin
Ebag. A full Bench, comprising
the Chie? Judge and three of his
brethren, has upheld the peti-
tion and have declared the new
minjsterial appointments as being
wifbout force of Iaw. The'
matter bas now to go to the
Federal Court where fresh fesnes
ate likely to be raised.

Constitutional Legality

Althoogh the oonslitntional
legality of the Governor<General’s
ection oannot be (reated ap a
trivial affair, there are considera~
\ions involved which must be
regarded a2 beiug of greater and
more deeply rooted significance,
88, {or exawple, the charge ot
dictation which has been raised.
No doubl, seme peopla in Pas
kistan have been alarmed by the
manner of the diesolotion and
they fear a long period of none
representative Government. 8o
far gp Mr. Ghalam Mohamed is
personally concerned, the fear
roems to be unfeunded, Al
though be is by wature impatient
of .{gcompetence und useless
totivity, Mr. Ghulam Mohamed
ie uejther by inatinol nor aon-
vlotion opposed to democratio jn-
slitutions and it can be argued,
wilb a good deal of reason, that
the Governor-General’a aotion i»
likely to expedite demoocratio jn-
ftilutions rather than relard
them. '

Alter 1}, there was very little

" that was demooratlc in & Cone
stitnent Aesembly, that had faifed,
for over seven years, to accoms-
plish 1te prior task of writing a
coosiitnlion for the country, but .
which managed to oontinne ip
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oifice, yeav after year, without
the leas! prospect of any oleollon
or other meane by which the
poople’'s will conld be expreesed.
If, therefore, tho Governot-
General aoted without prior re-
forence to lhe natios, be oan
ecaroply bo said to have iguored
the people in any greater degree
than lLes the Conelitaent As-
sembly, 8 morc geveuly men and
women representing more than
eighty willion people, daring
all these years. No doubt, the
Constitnent Assembly bas made
several attempts to frame a ooh-
stitatlon {or the coratry, bat the
olrcumetances of ite [failures
carried with them olear fodica-
tions that paccees might ever lp
achieved, snd the Qovernore
General’s action, if it has done
nothing elee, has'made inevitable
tbat a conslitntion will be
written.

Suhrawardy

Tt is aleo mignificant that My,
H. 3. Sahrawardy hae enlered
the Cabinet a8 Minister for Law
and it must be presamed that he
is responsible for preparing the
deaft of the conslitulion which
the Goverament hee promised
will be ready at ‘an early Jate,
Mr. Sahrawardy has long been a
stera crilio of the Government
and has long urged that the
Copstitaeal Assembly shonld bLe
diesolved Ba an unrepressntative
body. He entered the Cabinet
last Oatober oaly after prolonged
dlecueeions and it is probable
that some concessiong were made
to bis point of visw, whicb s not
to eay that the Constituent Ag-
eenbly was dissolved becange
Sahrawardy wanted it, but it
does mean thut Sahrawardy’s
undoabted infinence {n the
country, supports the move.

It ig beiog said that the form
of lhe constitulion will be based
partly on- American and parlly
on British precsdents, and it may
be that in this way, a solation 1o
the problem of pravinoial rivals
ries {8 being sounght. Reagenlly,
the Minister of tye Iaterior,
Mbsjor-Geoeral Iskagder Mirza,
said that for geven years Pakiatan
bad tried to follow the British
eystem with reanltg that are
apparent to all and therefore it
bhad been decided 10  utilige
American experience. The flaw
io thie reasoning asems to bs
that the ciroametanges which
réndered nosaaceessfal tlp eme
ployment of the Briiish methed,
likewise offer no assarance that
the adogtion af ag Amwmerican
oonstitotion will be 80y easisr,
No donbt, there ara grounds for
eaggesting that a conslitatipg in

e . MR R R O =E

which the President is also the
exeontive head, and not morely 2
couslitallonal fignre, will bolp to
ovorcome pome of the dificnliles,
inberent in a ocountry divided
into two distinot and distant
parls, whioh have bithsrto proved
intractable,

Whatéver may be said of Lhese
recent events, it oan scarcely
be denied that the people, as &
whole, are calm and not dier
satishsd, Tho members of the
Constitoent Aesembly had onl-
worn their weloome and had
became barren ot ideas and,
quite apart from the. legalilies
and formalities, it is true, as so
many ountside observers hdve
thonght, that the Assembly, ae it
then wae, conld not oontinus
mach longer withont internal
diffionliies and the Governor-
Qoneral did not overstate the oase
when he sald there was a threat
o! administrative breakdown.

Western Pakistan

The proposal to unify the
provinoee and States of Weslern
Pakistan into one admiunistrative
unit is ondonbtedly a wise move
that has been advocated for
several years by many people of
good jadgments Lhis ooneolida=
lion hae, in the past, been op-
posed by looal politicians with
their axes lo grind and their
henchmen to eatisfy, but thias
opposition has been awept away
by stern lhreals of grave agd-
ministrative difficulties and today
0o voioe is bLeard protesting at
the evolativn of a West Pakistan
noit. It etande to reason that a
homogeneous ares, with a popne
laiion of some thirly-five mil-
lions and adequate communioca=
tions oan easily be ocontrolled by
one administration and there was
no real jnstifioation for the mal-
tiplioity of guvernorg, ministers,
secretaries and all the paraphers
nalia of the publia garvice, ~

The implementing of the
deoisiou hae been tackled with
energy and determination. A
Oouncil hap been get up in Lahore
to deal with the organisational
problems and consolidation of
the budgets and. 8 report ie ex-
pected to be issued by the end of
the present mooth. It ie thoaght
probable that by the end of
April this year, the Weetern anit
will have come into existence
and, let it be hoped, that old
provingcial bickerings will at the
same lime disappsar.

Republic

A word should, perhaps, be
added on the sabjeot of Pakis-
tac’s decision to become a re-
publio, witlin the Common-
wealth, aa Indla hLae &lready
done. The deoision cannot sure
prise anyone and althoagh there
may be some who will regret the
ohange, all gepeible people have
regarded it as inevitable, _

s Comforts aching FEE{!— y

The year 1955 sees Dakistan
on the threshold of great un:l
promising obabges and whst 18
peoded are the ansrgy and will
to make them fally saocessfals

. Cricket Tour

The orfoket tour of the Iudian .
Test team in Pakistan has beed:
an nngualified succees although
neither side has o far been able
to olaim any euperiority in the
three test malohes that bave po
far beon played. The last wmatob,
8t Lahore, was diglingaished by
gome brisk oricket, bat more &0
by the many eosnes of reneweil
friendebip evacled in the ocliy,
Abont 20,000 visitors from India,
comprisiog msioly Hindop and
Bikhs, came over for the ipateh
and many of them me! old

friende for the fist 1ime sinoe
parliliou: They wero givea a
great and hospituble weloome

whioh has been ackuowledged in
geaerons terms in the [udian
prese. It remains to be geen
what will happen in the Jast two

_watohes (one of which 18 being

played at Peshawar as this news~
letter is being written) but what-
ever the ouloome in terws of
aricket, the tonr will have
achieved splendid regnlts in the
way of harmonions relatione
between Pakistan and Iudia.

Goodwill Mission

As it ip, the spirit of friend-
pbip,’so far generated, has led to
a visit by an nnofficial goodwill
mmisgiop from India spd at a
meeting of the Indo-Pakistan
Friendship Association of Pa-
kistan, it was decided to set mp
Oouncils of  Pakistan-Bharat
Affaire, whose business it would
be to thrash ont, informally,
rastters in difierence belween
the two conolriee and then offer
goidenos to their reepiolive
Gaoverameats. It ddes not at
present goem that the malter ie
moving at a very high or ig-
fluential level, bnt certainly it is
a promising development whioh,
with a little enconragement,
shoald grow into gomething im«
portant and valnable,

ANNISEFTIC

OIMTMENT

You will find thss world-famoug
wmhseptie Omtment invalualle for
udd phaplet Lewd sk, chating <l
othes {ratatlons af Wo akiu ecd
salp Tt Wso allays favitaatag
Al v spreedy reliof and combyit
Lo vore, tired fret
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INDIA LETTER

(From Our Own Correspondent )'

IGHT ycars of strenuous
efforts to rehabilitate the
economy ravaged by war and
ghatterad by partilion bave
paida rich dividend aod the
balance sheet of the national
economy presented by the Union
Finence Minister makes happy
reading, Tha return to stability
whick commenced in jg52 has
besn virtually accomptished,
thapks to the substastial ia-
crease in production and a fall
in prices, The Finance Minister,
Shiee C, D. Deshmukbh made a
heavy draft on the tax-payers’
purse in implementing a num-
ber ol tax proposals recom-
mended by the Taxation lnquicy
Commission. The objective bas
teen to widen the tax base to
raise the maximum resources
necessary [or planced develop-
ment. 1he Comamission bas in-
dicated the lines on which the
range and base of taxition, both
direct and iadirect, should be
widened and the tax structure
resadjusted.

The tsxition proposals call
upon all sections of the com.
munity to shate the burden.
Sugar, cloth, woolec fabrics apd
a numbder of durable consumes
goods will now cost more, But
the general effect of the budge
is )ikely to boe & levelliog dowa
especially on account of the in-
cidence of iucreases in direct
taxes, Certain concessions have
also beec "announced. Rebates
on insurance ptemia and proe
viden! {und contributions are to
be increased and lower qualuy
cigarettes will be cheaper. Some
inceatives to indusiry have also
beea olfered.

Taking the new tax proposals
into account, cevenue next year
is estimated at Rs. 450.5 crozes
and expenditute Rs. 499 crores,
leaving a revenue deficit of
Rs, 8 47 crotes. In view of the
increased developmeptal oul-
lays, the overall deficit, to be
met by deficit inanciog, ts estie
mated at Ry, 318 crores,

As agaiost this, it is anlici.
pated that the estimated reveoue
deficit of Rs. 5.36 crores in the
current year will only be abaut
Rs. 5 crores, The overall deficit
loo 18 expected to be not more
thaa Rs. 298 io contrast with
the tudzeted Gigure of Ri. 238
crares,

Additiopsl duty oo sugar
will yield Rs, 5 crores, The
tationalisation of (x:ise duty od
cloth will Lring in Rs, g crores,
Ten per cent duly on factory
production of woolen [fabrics,

Bombay, March 7, «

sewing machines, electric bulbs
ete, will yield Ry, 4 crores. The
Finance Minister has' proposed
some chaoges in income tax
slabs and the tix o them, Trx
exermption slab for super tax is
lowered from Rs. 25000 (o
Rs. 20000. Cotton cloth ¢xport
duty is reduced by 6} per cent,

The cxistiog tex exemption
slab of Rs. 1560 is being raised
to Ry, 2000 for married persons
and reduced to Rs jo40 for
unmarried persons as the first
step-towards a scheme of family
allowances,

The nett eflect of all the
chaages in income tex is an ia.
creass in revenue of Re, 6.7

crores of which the State shaie’

will amount to Rs, 42 crorers
The nett additional revenue hiom
the chapges in  (xzise duties
will amouat to Rs, 17.7 crores,

Presentiog the statement of
the estimated receipts and ¢x.
penditure of the Government of
Iadia for the year jgs55-56
in Parliamept, Shree Desh-

mukh said that the economic:

conditions during 1954 wers
genesallysatisfactory. Ihe trend
of the prices for the'greater part
of the year was one of dowas-
ward adjustment. The geoersl
index of wholesale prices which
had stood at 4o4.2 in April
1954 declined to 369 at the ead
of January 31955 The recent
lall in prices has been largely
due to'a fall in the prices of
foodgrains, certain raw materias
like oil seeds and certain mis-
cellaneous articles like black
pepper To stop the downivard
trend of the prices of foodgraing
the Government has decided to
support Lhe prices of wheat at
Rs. 19, jowar and maizs at
Rs. 5/8 and bajia at Rs. 6 a
maund,

Agricultuzal  production in
the country during the year
draswviog to a close was geaerally
satislactory, The production of
foodgralns in 1953+54, which
amaouanted to 66 million toas,
txseeded the FivesYear Plap
targot by 4.4 million tons; and
that of oil seeds, at 56 million
toos, by about oae lakh tons,
The production ef cotten
amounted to 3.9 million bales
and very nearly reached the
Plan target, Production of jute,
oo the other biand, has declined
by 4.5 per ceat.

Yadusteial production duting
tho year alsa increased oyer A
wide field, Clotb prodyction
10s¢ [rom 4999 willlon yards in
1953 40 5000 million vards in

1954. The production of hand.
loom cloth increased by 300
million yards .over the j300
million yards in the previous
year. Cement production  in-
creased from 3.78 million. tons
in 3953 t0 4.36 million tons in
1954. Production of jute was
nearly 50000 ‘ons more than in
1953. Production of fnished
steel reached an allj time hight
of 1.23 wmillion toas in 954
which was nearly 2 lakh tous
more than in y953. Productioa
of conl in 3954 way nearly ;
million tons more thap io 3953,
The only major industry to
show a decline in producticn
was the sugar industry, in
which there was a drop of tw

lakb too. :

The tempo of idustrial de-
velopment has aiso been ene
couraging, During the year 110
licences were granted for the
establishment of new ifidnstrinl
undertakings and 226 licences
for xisting undertakings to
txpand their units; Several new.
lines of production were firat
established in the country such
as all.gear bead lathis—ja}",
molorised bench grinders, roller
beaziogs, large size pumps, fuel
iojection equipmeat, staple fidre
and chloromycetin, ’

Twa important steps were
taken duriog the year with the
object of assisting 1apid’in.-
dustrialisation, The “first Was
the settiog up of ths Govern.
ment-awned National Industrial
Development Cotporation and
‘the second was flotation, with
the co-operation and assistance
of the Government and the zood
offices of the {oternational Bank
for Reconstruction apd Develop.
ment, of the Industrial Credit
and [ovestmeat Corporation of
lndis, a private institution with
a capital of Rs, § crores sub-
scribed by the investors in India,
U.K, and the U.S.A, )

Steps have been taken to help
the small scale and cottage in-
dustries and the Government
has sot up four regioual insti-
tutions of technology for small,
industries, a Matketing Service
Corporation and a Smatl Iadu-
tries Corporation which would
assist small scale indusiries in
various directions.

The Governmenti-owned in-
dustries have progressed satis-
factorily. Preliminary work on
the new steel plant at Ruurkela
is well in kand acd an agree-
ment has been signed with
Russia for the installation of an
additional stec] plaat with a
capacity of 756,000 tons of
finished steel. Proposal for the
eetting up o! addiliooal) upilg
for ateel and ferliliser produc:

tios and schemes for produciog

heaewy ~lesd  x

alerntsiral

‘gard to India’s
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synthetic oil .from coal
under copsideralion.

The budgei, on the whole, iz
sevolutionary in more than coe
sense, During the past four

are

‘years its gole objective was to

provide development finance,

* From now ogward it will serve,

as aa instrument also for
achieving the objective of estabe’
lishing a socialistic pattern of
societys In the current year,
ou the capital side, - loans and
geants to States and the capital
outlay had to be stepped up and .
foreign aid fell short of expectas
tiopa by Rs. 23 crores, These
lactors were, however, offset by..
a belter response from small
savings and the market Joan.
and the overall deficit is exe.
pected to be around Rs, 209
crores compaied to Rs, 239 .
crotes anticipated in the bud.
get. Nevertheless, deficit finance
iog during the current yesr is
expected to be of the order of
Rs. 220 crores, The deficit
financing thus resorted to has
provided the muchenecded core
rective to deflationary trends in
the ¢conomy wvhich had emerged -
8 year ago. -

The taxation proposals in the
budget far 195556 are designed .
to stimulale ecoromic activity |,
and impose burdens on shoulders
which can bear them while
giving relief 1o the lower middle
class. The Government is cots’
fronted with the problem of
fioding Re, 578 crores for capital
outlay and Rs. 69 crores for
the repayment of maturiog
losns, This makes .a tota}. of
Re, 655 crores to be found by,
other means. Shrée Deshrgukb:
hopes to borrow Rs, 325 from
thamarkit and Re. 53 crores |
fram the small map, Judged by,
the current year’s peclormance
it would appear that he bas
made aa oves-estimate, In
addition, be hopes to get Rs. 74 |

. crorea by “way of foreign aid .

apd Rs. 86 crorea from mis-~,
cellaneous transactions, The
Finance Minister has decided
1o saise Rr, 340 crores through
deficit financing, Having re.
development
oeeds and the current economic
indications, budgetary deficits
of this order do not caury any -
threat of inflation, I

All political comments in thls issue
except where otherwiso ladicated by
Manilal Gandhi of Phoenix Scitlement,
Phocnix, Natal,
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Hookkeeper, Writlng np Sels of
Books, Dalance Bheats, Incoms
Tax Retaras,

Coatact No 213 Macaga Houte,
Second Floor,

17 Commluloper Stract,
Ferreirastown, *

Jobanneshurg. PPl 23 a8



18th March, 1955 '

INDIAN' OPINION - 123

BOOKS

THE BHAGAVAD GITA—The Lord's Soog—
. ‘ (An Eoglish Translation)—Aunie Besant 1 0
WHAT IS WRONG WITH INDIAN ECONOMIC LIFE?

—Dr. V. X R. V. Rao 3 0
COTTAGE INDUSTRIES AND THEIR ROLE IN

FOUNDATIONS OF PEACE (Critical stady of the
conditione which pre¢ipitated two world ware—X. T. Shah 10 0

* INDIA SPEAKING (Various contributions on econotuic,
" political, cultnral and eocial problems of modern Indis) 16 o

DELHI DIAY—Gandhiji . 10 0
HINDU DHARMA—M. K. Gandhi 8 0
MY GANDHI—Dr, Jobo Hayoes Holmea 12 6

A SURVEY OF RACE RELATIONS (1934-54)
A PROPHET OF THE PEOPLE

—T. L. Vaswami 3 6
QITA MEDITATIONS ) .
) ~—T. L. Vaswani ] 6
KRISHNA STORIES
{—-T L, Vaswani 7 I3
A VISION OF FUTURE INDIA—EK. G. Mashruwsla 0

INDIAN ECONOMY—Prof. Rao b 8
THE DELIVERANCE (A piotare of the palpitating life
of the joint family) 4 6
INDIAN STATES' PROBLEM (Qandhiji's Writings an
Utteranoes)—M. K. Gandhi 10 o

FOR SALE

EMNIENT AMERICANs WHOM IND1A

SHOULD KNOW—Jabez T. Sunderland ' 7 6
SOVIET ATTITUDE TOWARDS CHINA
Pactr And Facts—Stanley Powel! 5 0

AMONG THE GREAT (Conovereation with Romain Rolland,
Maheatma Gandhi, Bertrand Russell, Rebiodranath’
Tagore and 8ri Avrobiodo)—Dilip Kumar Roy Toe3 0

TWO HISTORICAL TRIALS IN RED FORT
—An socount of the trial of the Officers of the L.N,A. 14 0

WHY CRIPPS FAILED (Docemented acoonat from tha

Indian Nationalist point of view)—M. Subrshmanyan 9 6

GANDRI-JINNAH TALKS (Text of Correspondence

and other relevant matter)

THESTORY OF MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUT[‘f
) —M. K, Gandhi 15 0
OHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN INDIA
(Their place in India)—M. K. Gaadhi 5 0
TOWARDS NON.VIOLENT SOCIALISM
—M. K. Gaadbi b 0
REBUILDING OUR VILLAGFS—M, K. Gandhi 8

"
(-]

_Obtainable from:

‘Indian Opinion,’
P.Bag, Phoenix, MNatal.
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" HIND SWARAJ OR
INDIAN HOME RULE

By Gandhiji
-Gandhiji says regarding it:
“It (the book) leaches the pgospel of love in
place of that of hate,..... It pits soul force against
brute force. It has gone through several editions dnd
| commend it to those who would care to read it
Written in 1908 it contains in essence Gandhiji's later
teachings on various topics.
Aew Revised Edition with an introductory essoy by Mahadev Desai
Price: 1s. 6d.
Obtainable from: .

‘Indian @pmx‘on, ®. Bag, Phosnix, JYatal.

BOOKS FOR SALE

UPANISHADS FOR THE LAY READER
~—C. Rajagopalachari 6 0
VEDANTA THE BASIC CULTURE OF INDIA

-~ . —C. Rajagopalachari . 5  §
INDIAN OHRISTIANS

—G. A. Nateeao ) 7 ¢
INTERNATIONAL SHORT STORIES
—-The beet from 23 oountries - 17 G

(@%tainable from:

INDIAN OPINION,
P, Bag, Phoenix.. Natal,

.

Seven Months With Mahatma Gandhi

Belog an Inside View of the Non-co-operation Movement of 1921.22
By Krishnadas
Abridged and edited by Richard B, Gregg

Writing of the two volumes of which this is an
abridgement Gandhiji wrote: 1 have gone through
them. And the facts appear to me to be correctly
set forth and exhaustively dealt with...... The volumes
are the only narrative we have of the seven months
with which Krishnadas deals.”

Price: 12s. 6d.
Obtainable from: -
‘Indian Opinion,” P, Bag, Phoenix, Natal

B@@KS F@R SALE

Diet and Diet Reform—Gandhiji

5 0
Cleapnings—Mira 1 6
Selections from Gandbi—N, Bose 10 0
Poblic Finance and Qar Poverty Gapdbiji 3 0
Hindo Dharma—Gendhiji 8 0
Bhoodan Yajua ! 2 0
Sardar Vellabtibhai Patel (Vol.I)—~N. D. Parekh 16 0
The Diary of Mahadevy Deeasi—V G, Desai 12 0

"Obtainable from: |

C/O INDIAN OPINION,
P. Bag, Phoenix, Natal.
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Cadles & Tol. Add:

: 29121/3 (Switchboard)
e ﬂmp(gmmn ‘ “PROSPERITY™ (AUl Brasches)
P.O. Box 2197 {Established 1927

Premier Produce
Co. (Pty) Ltd.

General Wholesala Merchants
EXPORTERS AND IMPORTERS
éxtyers and large Stockists of all kinds of Indian
and European Groceries, Provisions, Soaps, Oils,
Grains, Beans, Peas, Kaffircorn, Malt, Maize, Maize
Products, Wheat, \Wheaten Products, Crockery,
Hardware and alsa Coal of all types.

LT 22 222 T2 d T2 XX TSI XS I IR 2 22 & 4 4

All enquiries for Export and Import
to the Head-Office..
Head-Office: *“PREMIER HOUSE?™ )
364 Pine Street, Durban.
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JOHANNESBURG : BENONI

Phones: 34-3554/5
P.O. Box 200, Fordshurg,
82, Crown Road,
Fordsburp, Johannesburg,

M Benoni Coal Site

. Phone 54-1813,

. Rangeview Coal Sites—54-2205
: P.O. Box 392, Benonl. »
[ 3

NEW NYLON
SAREE MATERIALS

JUST ARRIVED——

Gold Striped Fancy Nyloas
48" 12(6 yd Sarees aad Bocders, Bigrange in stock,
Spotted Georpettes 45" 4/6 3d. | Georgette Jari Work Saress
e All colows.  £4-10-9

Real Benaces. and Jaci Gold Georgette

Two Tone and Raiobow Georgettes 45"

All Shades  d/1t yd. | Georgette Sarees Cotton Exbroldery
————— . £3/15/0
Bordered %(')fsﬂ;tf;S (e A s B nebacEsassAsennwan
a2des  45* 3/11 yd. CO
CHILDREN'S

SCHOOL WEAR

511 yd.
Boys Shirts, Ralckers, Blszers, Vests,

Embossed Georgettes 45"

also at
£

Socks. Girls Gym Blouses eto,
At Redoced Prices.

Coloured Gsorgettes 45" 3iyd.

BLOUSES CHAMPALS !
Printed Georpette and Bemberg Plastic FWS?;?-, :v:th Heells 6 oulr
Skippers. Huge range now at clearing 37 /6 »
Prices, “Also Leather 18/6 & 10/6 pain

N »

Write For Samples: (Not for Rhiodesia)

JAYBEE SILK HOUSE

39 MARKET STREET, JOHANNESBURG.

1
!

T Y e——

_° LIFE INSURANCE

Are you ndequately insured ?
Have you provided for your dependants?
Prepare for the future
Life Insurance gives peace of mind lor the unduown

. luture,
lasure with “THE OLD MUTUAL" your friend for Lile—
The S,A, Muotual Life Assurance Society, which has
best Boous record in the WORLD,

Representative—

DAYABHAI PATEL

P.O. Box 1760, Business 33-0711

JOHANNESBURG. P h°“°"—} Residence 33-5961

> o oa~

DELHT DIARY
By Gandhiji

This is a collection of Gandhiji’s prayer discourses
which he delivered during his last stay in Delhi.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad in his foreword says ;

“......In these pages one can read the anguish
which he (Gandhiji) felt and the superhuman effort

human standards of life and conduct amongst us,”
Price: 10s.
Obtcinable from: |
‘Indian Opinion,” P. Bag, Phoenix, Natal

i

. | . J
which he was making to restore and re-establish
\ 1]

Jel. Add: ""Charotar” Jelephone : 33-9885,

WANCHESTER TRADINC

——(C0. LTD.
ESTABLISHED 1923 :

&\\\\\\\“\4\5\\\\\“\\\W\\\\“““Nmﬁ“"\,\\\v
Wholesale Soft & Fancy Goods Merchants’

—_—

Direct Importers.

\a.\.“MM“\\\\\“\\\\\V\N\\“\\“\N“ﬁ e R A A ]

47, Commissioner Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

Cable & Tel. Add.: "“HARGYAK", Phons "29388.

P. HARGOVAN & C0.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS
AND IMPORTERS,

raRsEnomroan ga

s P. O, BOX 1250,
155]7 Warwick Avenue

 DURBAN.

L

Printed and Padlsheq by
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1. Wherever there is a barticular Life Assurance ProlLlem a Sun Life of
Canada Plan can snlve 1t,
2. Prompt settlement of clums is a maxim of the Company’s Mapagement,

3. During 1951 the Company paid over £31,000 009 to annaitants, palicy
haolders and their families.

The Sun Life of Cansda {9 a Leader In World Wide Assorance.
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Phone 22805 Tel. ADD. : “GANDABHAI"

The Home Of

INDIAN SWEETMEATS.

G. C. Kapitan & Son

Vegetarian Restaurant

Upcountry customers are requested to send their
POSTAL ORDER with their orders.

Write For Price List.
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1564 GREY STREET,
DURBAN. -

33-2661

MASTER BROS.

(PTY) LTD. ,
MANUFACTURERS OF LADIES' & GIRLS' STRAW & FELT HATS
WHOLESALE MERCHANTS & DIRECT IMPORTERS

HOUSE FOR KEEN CASH PRICES
33 Waest Street, JOHANNESBURG.
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COTTON LANDS BRTEL LEAVRS GROWERS 0.,
P. 0. Box 7,

YERULAM, NATAL.
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Al prices subject to Market fluctuations.

A. KADER & Co., (PTY) LTD.
WHOLESALE FRUIT MERCHANTS
P, O. Box 251. DURBAN.
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L. MISTRY

61 BREE S8TREET, BURGERSBDORP, J'BURQ,
PHONE 33-4691. BOX 2626.
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