We should give as we would
receive, cheerfully, aquickly
and withont . kesftation, for
there is no grace in a benefit
that sticks to the fingers.

—Seneca.
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KENYA AFRICANS REJECT NEW PLAK TO

INGREASE REPRESENTATI

‘HE -eight African elected members of the Kenya
Legistative Council rejected the constitution pro-
_posals put forward by the Secretary of the State for

the Colonies.

!
The statement declares
that the new proposals were
- put forward under methods
used in the past to preserve
colonial rule and in this case
to continue to ensure white
domination. They express
the hope that wiser counsels
would prevail and that
Kenya would be saved
from blind folly leading to
disaster,  Here is point by
point comment on the wvari-
ous proposals: *
African Representation:
Haying accepted the fact
that the African people are
under-represented, they are
surprised that the Colonial
Secretary. offered six more
seats while implying that
such increase was comple-
mentary to the other
changes announced in this
proposals, thus nullifying
any attempt to rectify the
present. anoﬁmaly."‘H’fs in-
sistance on a package deal
or nothing precipitated” the
deadlock on October 18§,
and now leaves us with no
alternative but to reject the
proposals as a whole,” they
add.

Reference is alse made to
the suggestion that in future
expansion in the Legislature
will ':qfxly be in terms of
selective seats and not com-
“Tois =dds
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our concern over the inade-
quacy of African represen-
tation in the next ten years
or more when standstill 7is
proposed. We cannot ac-
cept this [stipulation in the
circumstances,” the state-
ment goes on,

There is also doubt that
the selective seats are de-
signed as a first step in the
move to introduce a com-
mon roll on qualitative
franchise, the very nature
of which must be so restrict-
ed that the African shall be
its biggest victim: Here we
smell the beginnings of a
Central Aftican and later a
South African pattern, This

-
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development we have always
sworn to fiight against.”

Little Say

The African DMembers
also say it is obvious that
with the present composi-
tion of the Legislative
Council, and assuming that
all Members will vote as
individuals, the Europeans
on both sides of the House
will determine the election
of African and Asian Mem-

bers whereas the Africans:

on their own, or even jointly
with the Asians, will have
little, if any, infiuence in the
selection of European bem-
bers,

Council Of Ministers:
Parity as between the Euro-
pean and non- European un-
official is to be retained
without justification,

will perish too.

I

maore exploited .

marketing come in.

ing mainly for use,

tion of others.

-

WOULD say that if the village perishes, [ndia
India will be no more India,
Her own mission in the world will get lost, The
revival of the village is possible only when it is no
Industrialization on a mass scale
will necessarily lead to passive or active exploitation
of the villagers as the preblems of competition and
Therefore we have to concen-
trate on the village being_self-contained, maunufactur-
Provided this character of the
village industry is maintained, there would be no
objection to villagers using even the modern machines
and tools that they can make and can afford to use.
Only they should not be used as a means of exploita-

—Gandhi in *‘Harijan’’, 29th August 1936,

The

Not Needed
Council Of State: Though
its powers and composition
had yet to be defined, it
would seem it would hold
vital control over the poli-
tical development cof the
African people. The Afri.
can NMembers censidered
the Council of State un-
necessary since ultimate
control of Kenya was still
vested in the DBritish Gov-
ernment in additien to the
fact that the Governor had
veto powers and the Gov-
ernment had a majority in
the Legislature. The state-
ment says it had been learn-
ed that some of the special
subjects reserved for the
Council would include edu-
cation and land, thus it
would become the instru-
ment by which to preserve
discrimiaation and Euro-
pean privileges, ;

On the duration of the
new constitution, the Afris
can Member said they had
always maintained that it
was unrealistic to try and
commit them or anyone to
a standstill since they could
not bind their successor,
and. since constitutional
changes were dictated by
circumstances which were
either impossible to control.
stability that was

could only be
achieved in an atmosphere
of mutual confidence, trust

sought

and co-operation,
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Ganging-up Against Afrikaner

1all of the Witwatersrand University last week

defined the real issues behind South Africa’s race
problem in the clearest light possible. The delegates,
tired of the sterile strife based on race, projected before
the country the ideal of a common socicty based on uni-
versal sufirage on a common roll as the only unifying
ideal. It 1s this unity which is the most potent single
cure for race hatred and ingecurity.

THE interracial conference which met in the Great

In doing that the delegates gave the country two
alternatives,  People might choose for themsclves a
Smaller South Africa based on race conflict or a Greater
South Africa based on agreement,  The delegates made
it quite clear that they saw salvation for themseclves in
the ideal of a Greater South Africa. g

Unanimity

What is most welcome about this decision is thar it
showed to what considerable extent democrats on both
sides of the colour line agreed. It is as well that they
demonstrated their unanimity so publicly.

Having | laid the foundations so soundly for what
could one day be the Greater South Africa Movement,
the delegates rightly left it to the people of South Africa
to decide for themselves on the nature of the pressures
they would exert together to defeat apartheid.

The interests represcnted in the conference showed
that the will to oppese apartheid and create a just social
order is distributed widely in the life of the nation—as
widely, it was gratilying to note, in sections of the White
community, as among large sections of the non-White
peoples. The task before the Continuation Committee

as well as beflore all democrats, then, is to ensure that the

collective power of these interests is organised and
canalised along directions where they might exert the
miximum pressure in the most effective ways, This is

the real challenge of the Johannesburg conference,

Afrikaners

And in exerting this pressure it is of the utmost
importance that no opporiunity should be lost to point
out that the Johannesbhurg conference was in 1o way an
attempt to gang up against the Alrikaner. It was certajn-
ly a move by democrats and Christians who regard MMan
as an end to stand togethier against evaluations of Man
based on race. And in that move there was, as there is,
plenty of raom for the Afrikaner democrat or the Afrj.
kaner Christian who rejects race as the main determinant
of the individual's worth,

We have no intention to tell the Continuation Com-
mittee how best to do its work.  But we think Bishop

{ Continued vn next bage )
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Comment On Men And Events

The Great Interracial Conference

By JORDAN K. NGUBANE

ABOUT 400 men and women
from all the main racial
groups of the Union met in
the Great Hall of the Uai-
versity of the Witwatersrand
last_week to hammer out a for-
mula for a South Africa in which
all would be free to make the
best use possible of their lives.
Quite early in the conference
Reverend Z, R, Mahabane, who
presided, made 1t known that the
conference was not an  anti-
apartheid or an apti-government
gathering. Very many delegates
hastened to dissociate themselves
from this view on the grounds
that attendance at an assembly
called to lock for am alternative
-to apartheid meant taking a defi«
nite stand against apartheid. But
the impsession I got from bath
Mr. Mahabane’s plea for object-
ivity and his comments on apart-
beid was that what he believed
the conference had been called
to do precluded wrangling about
apartheid details.

Agreement

Although important details
were not overlooked confetence
never lost sight of the imporcs
ance of apreeing on goals. And
this agreement on objectives was,
in my view, its most important
achievement. This alone marked
it out as a turning-point in
South Africa.

After lepgthy deliberation the
conference agreed to set itself
the poal of a multi-racial society
of co-operating and interdepen-
dent individuals; one -in which
civil rights wounld be puaranteed
and one in which citizenship
would be based on universal
suffrage ona common roll.

The acceptance of this deci-
sion by the conferemce catabe
lished the fact that there is now
a definite split_in the White
community. Thisis a very im-
portant point. Cn the one hand
it underlines the irony of the fact
that it needed the Afrikaner Naa
tionalists to split White opinion
in ways to make the Johannes-
burg conference and decisions
possible, On the other, it takes
the bottom cut of the African
Nationalist argument that the
White Liberal is a leader-poat
with the intention of perpetuating
White domination in a2 new
guise.

White Domination

With the White community
so effectively aplit, White domi~
pation i3~ undeniably weakened
and if the dissenting minority

dominates. it would be a domi-
nance of brains and oot of race.
But it jx difficult to see how
deminance could be perpetuated
without frustrating the will of
the majority and in that way
dynamiting all progress to a truly
democratic society,

The trith of the matter i
that ih Jobannesburf we wit-
nessed a triumph of ideals and
not a triumph of one race agaibit
another. The delegates agreed
that the future of South Africa
lay in the direction of ensuring
that the like-minded stoed toe
gether as against the absolutise
ethnocraty. .

In other words the Johabness
burg conference laid the folnda-
tion of what could onc day be
a new force with a real potential
to present apartheid with .the
reality of disaster. If this sup-
mise is correct, one of the big-
gest achievements of the conms
ference was to lay solid founda-
tions for the process of iselating
apartheid.

Spirit
On quite another plame, onk
was impressed by the spirit of
give and take from all sides of
the colour line., All were cone
cetned with finding the most
effective solution te 2 problem

which affected them vitally, And '

in that search men and women

. realised that race ot colour weee
unimportant—which

relatively
was a very big step forward,
People concerned themselves
with values as guarantees of a
certain way of life and npot with
race survival, :

In this light the conferemce
reinforced a trend which . bad
begun to be visible in recent
years-——the belief that the ideal of
a common sosiety is net a half-
way house between Afrikaner
Nationalism and African Nae

tionalism; it is a third way out .

based on a distinctive set of
wholly new loyalties in the Seuth
African context,

The race-supremacists have
been horrified by the unanimity
achieved in the conference. This
can be cxplained, among other
things, by the fact that the cone
ference gave the liberal-minded
in all the racial groups the
opportunity to tell one another
the things they: kave alwaya
yearned to say. The race sup-
remacists are shocked to find
that there is now, in fact and in
deed, 50 much agreement be.
tween White and non-White.

Tontinued on page 530)
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- How Foreign Students Work And Live In India

(By A Special Correspondent)

HERE are 250 or more visiting scholars, representing 44 nationali-

ties at the Delbi University campus today.

Strolling down in

groups from lectuse halls to the library or the campus coffee house,
they present the picture of a happy family, studious and seldom given
to loud argument. Yet, refer to them, even in jest, as “foreign stu-
dents” and they are ready to blow up in multilingual explosion that
will detopate through the endless length of the winding corridoss.

YWhat forms in fact, a common
bond, uniting these different in-
dividuals with conflicting vicws
and social customs into a single
composite eatity, is their unanime
ous pesire to outlive the connota-
“tion of the term ““foreign student”’
and make, for the time being at
least, a-home-from-home of In.
dia,rthe country of their choice
for furthering their individual
knowledge rnd erudition.

In attempting to synthesise
.and merge their personalities with
these of their Indian counterparts,
-the visiting scholars hope to
‘learn their most important lesson
—tducation in international living
.and thought, 1t is this objective

" which prompted these fine young
-mea and women to form last
year the Foreign Students Asso.
:ci:tion, an organisation which
-shortly hopes to shed its nomens
clature in favour of something
like International Student’s Club,
a name more truly indicative of
the status and aspirations of the
members, Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
Jfounder-patron of the assoziation,
‘hay been its guiding spirit and
has been responsible for some
excellent and timely advice on the
maintenance of a laison between
the visiting scholars and their
Iodian counterparts, besides the
furthering of local contacts, _

Guest Scholars

It is believed that annually
.3,000 guest scholars from other
countries visit India for courses
of study in the wvarious univer-
sities. Almost 80 per cent of
these are Government scholars,
on the basis of reciprocal ex-
change fellowships. About iS5
per cent of the visitors, who seek
admission in Indian universities
out of their own personal re-
sources, are research scholars
doing post-graduate -work on
some aspect or other of Indian
life and culture. The remaining
five.per cent are drawn from
families af embassy and, consular
ataffs posted in the country,
pgenerally sons or daughters of
ambassadors and other diplomatic
personnel.

Delhi'sshare of foreign students,
compared with the rest of India
'works out to a little over twelve
per cent, Ope reason far this,
according to a local academician
is that the majority of visiting

1

students, Africans particularly,
seek technical education in the
fields of engineering, medicine or
architecture, for which better
facilities are available elsewhere
in the metropolitan towns and
centres of the country, The
principal attraction for foreign
students in Delhi is the study of
the liberal arts and humanities.
What perhaps confirms this
assumption is the fact that nearly
40 per cent of the visiting scholass
are girls,

Not All Foreigners

Not all the students in the-

Delhi University, however, are
foreigness in the true sense of the
term, On a rough analysis it has
been found that at least 60 per
cent are of Indian origip, their
parents having settled down years
ago in places like Capada, East
Africa, the West Indies or some
other country. Though far re-
moved from their original Indian
background, these students do
not always find the problem of
readjustment so difficult. In fact
their presence bas helped con-
siderably in putting across to the

visiting scholars the Indian
viewpoint, way of life and
custems,

For instance, there are not 2
few Awerican and European
girls in the campus who find it
difficult to understand why their
Indian sisters are averse 1o
“dating”. Alice Malt, a dark-
baired beauty of Lebanese ex-
traction, whose parents hail from
New York, is in preat demand at
student’s gatherings, where she
plays the hostess with mnatural
poise and perfection, Attending
college in Delhi while her father
is fulfilling an engapement as a
visiting professor of electrica
engineering at Roorke, Alice
seems perfectly thrilled by the
attention she has been receiving
from the local students, Yet, it
is difficult for 21.year-old Alice
to explain to her Indian sisters
that her sociability is a perfectly
innocent thing, indulged in by
every teemager in college com-
puses in the United Srates.

Difficulty
Oklahomi-born Mary Sewell is
another visitor who had diff-
culty in explaining to Indjag
gitls that it is quite common in

the United States for boys and
gitla to take up jobs like dish.
washing, or waiting at tables, to
pay their way through college.
The average Indian boy or gitl,
Mary feels, is shocked by such a
candid confession and usually
receives the impression that the
visitor must hail from some
penurious family to undertake
what, to them, are “deprading"”
jobs,

The Indian student’s idea of
his Ametican counterpart, ac-
cording to her, is drawn largely
from the movies. Asa student
of chitd education in the Delhi
University, Mary Sewell finds
she is gaining excellent practical
experience correcting mistaken
impressions about her kind back
home.

Lawrence Sebalu, the lanky
coloured boy from Uganda who
ig studying law after graduating
from Caloutea in economics, is a
shy and soft spoken young man
of 25, who has a definite mission
in life—politics, His country-
men, Sebalu told me, have now
a fondness for this field, parti-
culatly in the wake of Afro:
Asian nationalism and Ghana's
independence.

A cheerful lad, despite his
cultivated reserve, Sebalu has a
certzin stoic  attitude in the
matter of colour and the re-
actions it produces among other
people. It is true that he ex-
pected more sympathetic treat-
ment from brown.skinned In-
dians, who too are facing identi-
cal problems in relation to the
VWhite man. But then, Sebalu
interrupted, be might have ex-
pected too much, Colour, he is
now convinced, is an attitude of
mind, No law can enforce

-equality on this score.

Discrimination
Discrimination exists in every
sphere of life, whether it is be-
tween the wise and the not-so-
wise, the beautiful and the not-
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so-beautiful, or the intelligen
and the noteso-intelligent. When
such is the case, the attribution
of the colour motive to each act
of discrimination amounts to
reading more into a situation
than really exists, Of this truth
Sebalu is now convinced, He
haz met a few people who have
embarrassed him about his pig
mentation. But then, Sebalu
argues, there are igoorant
people the world over. “Why
not look around for the nice
ones?’’ he asks, and that just
about sums the issue as far ag
this scholarly African is cone
cerned,

- In eff:ct, however, the pre-
sence of these students has
helped to serve an important
cause—that of experimentation in
international living. The average
Delbi student, till a few years
ago, had only an academic know.
ledge about the liviog customs
and habits of the different races
and nationalities. In the past
few years, since independence,
he has been thrown face to face
with their representatives. ‘To
co-exist with them peacefully is
a necessity imposed by the dis
ciplinary code of the campus.
But to make them feel at home
and also to make them forget
that they arc foreigners is a
challenge, Itisapes task and
a new role that he is quite
unused to,

But here, then, is a fine testing
ground to demonstrate the Panch-
shila in practice, The Delhj
student knows all eyes are on
bim and is determined to show
the guest scholars that Indjan
bospitality is all that it has been
advertised to be, maybe more.
The International house shortly
to be built for these scholars,
will perhaps prove how bard
India is tryiog to forge an inter-
national brothethood of students
in the cause of knowledge and
learning,

{ Continued from previous page )

Reeves’ publicly-expressed hope that those who declined
to attend the conference might be persuaded to see the
light difierently is a line of approach people of goodwill
might adopt if the agreements reached at Johannesburg
will have meaning to a widening circle of men and women

in the life of the nation.

Over and above this it will be a magnificent 'gesture
if the Continuation Committee assures the organisers of
the conference Sabra and others on the Afrikaans front
are said to have in mind, that it will, on behalf of the
Johannesburg delegates, be willing to co-operate wherever

possible,

i
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The Great Interracial Conference

( Continued from page 528)

The Church

Oae just cannot exaggerate the |

role played by the Church in
making the conference the suc-
cess that it was, I bhad pointed
out on several oceasions in these
cslumns before that the various
groups on the anti-apartheid side
were not properly represented in
the policy-making committee
which planned the conference.
Eforts had been made to correct
this weakness. But at a eritical
stage in the conference a delegate
rose from the floor and attacked
this weakaess, That shook_the
assembly badly and the conosenus
of opinion is that it was the
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop
Hurley of Durban who saved the
situation by proposing a com-
promis: which made all aides
feel little tnore comfortable.

Oa quite another plane Angli-
¢an Bishop Reeves of Johannes.
burg, in his closing address,
showed a breadth of tolerance
towards the Afrikaner in parti-
¢alar, which best expressed, the
jonermost feelings of most of
the delegates. To us who listen-
ed to the things Bishop Reeves
raid, Afrikaner Nationalist des-

s Ae—— AR
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Consult:
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‘ criptions of him as an enemy

began to lost their meaning,

Conciliation

If Archbishop Hurley was for
concilistion as between the
various interests represented in
the conference, Bishop Reeves
was also for conciliation between
the dominant viewpaint in the
conference and Afrikanerdom.,

But over and above all this,
the leader of the Church made
it plain that it was oot enocugh
merely to denounce race oppres-
sion; people had to be ready for
costly sacrifices both in applyiog
as well as in defending those
values of life they held dear. 1
do not see how the Church
could commit itself in clearer
terms to a fight to the finish
apgaiast the forces which regard
race as the determining value of
a person. For bringing the
Chutches so decisively into the
fight we certainly have te thank
the Native :Laws Amendment
Act.

‘To wind up: the most ime
portant thing is not what the
conference decided to do next,
but the fact that it enabled the

like-minded of all races to meet
and to define together the ground
on which they agreed. From

13th

thst

say: Al

possible.

Indian Congress
Durban’s Protest

N a statement issued to the
Press the Natal Indian
Congress says
“The stropg protest voiced by
the spokesmen of the Durban
Municipelity on the amends
ments proposed by Dr, Donges
to the Group Areas Develop-.
ment Act sound completely
hollow, when we recall the ine
decent haste, with which the
Durban City Oouncil rushed to
support the Nationalists, not-
withstandiog its criticism by
members of Parliament from
Natal, when this measure was
introduced in Parliament.
fiAfter being jointly respon-
gible with the Nationalists,”
the statement cootinues, *‘for
actively creating machinery for
the legalised robbery of the
Tadian people of Durban, the
. Council pow seems to weep
over the fact that it may not
get the substantinl share of the
spoils on which it had banlked.
“What iz wrong with the
Group Areas measures is- not
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HAT Indians hope toreplace
Europeans as the rulers of
Alfrica is “"the firm conviclien"
of many white South Africans,
ot all of them Nationalists. lo
s recent article for a Nether-
lands public (reprinted by the
S.4. State lnformation Office)
the Assistant Editor of “Die
Burper asserts that this is also
India‘s ambition, :
But how subjective an assess~
ment this is appears from Mr
Schalt Piessar’s immediately
{ollowing senteace: In the mind
of the Whiles there is no doubt
that io the event of his depaz-
ture from Africa, the contipent
(at least in its eastern part) will
be handed over to the Indian
and not to the African” (an
unusual wotd this, both for *'Die
Burger and 5.1.0. publications).
The “Indian idesl for Alrica,”
therefore, exists “‘in the mind of
the Whites,” not in the objec-
tively considered policies of
India or the Indian miaorities
in Africa; Aad Mr, Pienasr’s
teonviction” is the more re-
markable in view of his belief
that “from her experience,
South Africa (i.e. the White
population) has come to the
firm conclusion that equal rights
for non-Whil.g in a mized
gociety must lead to domioation

OPINION

The Twilight Of The Gods

by the numerically strooger
paztoer.”

How then can the Union's
400,000 lodians be expected to
“‘take over" from its 3 million
Whites? In the Union lodians
form 3 per cent. of the popula-
tion, Whites 21 per cent,, Afri-
cans 67 per ceat., Coloureds g

s sy

By
C. W. M. GELL

E I pT VT I 25 A i A AL Sl e e

e 27 oy 77
P 4 or g

per cent, Even if the whole of
Eastern Africa from the Cape
to Nairobi is copsidered to-
gether, Indians barely number
700,000 against 3} million Euro-
peans and some 35+40 millioa
Africans.

My, Pienanr's article, perhaps
because it was written with a
continental European audience
in mind, is in many ways less
completely partisan than most
South African statements on
this subject—Iess, for instance,
tban the papers read at the
January 3956 Sabra conference.
But it continually identifies
South Africa with either *White
South Africa” or ths Afrikaner-:

- volk,

Hence the reference to “two
million Afribaners” as “that

section of the population which
gives ditection to the country’s
policies,” And the emphasis
on the probability that “if the
Afrikaner is driven out there
will be left nowhete in the
world a trace of his existence,
history, culture or language.”
Mr. Piepaar admits that ‘South
Africa’ realises fully *'she is
moving counter to the opinion
of almost the eotire world.} But
her whole exist-nce is founded
on a struggle agaiostimpossible
odds. In spite of “logic’ she
still exists and in spite of “logic"
she hopes to cootinue existing.”

After some further review of
the Afribaner’s “history and
“‘Gottedammerung” philosophy
of life, Mr. Pieparr comes to
the significantly moderatestate.
meat (in contrast with hisopen.
ing theme) that Iodin desices
the release of her minorities in
Africa from subservient status
aod the eventual participation
of all noo-White peoples in their
Governments. My, Pienaar evis
dently realises that Netherlands
readers are likely to be better
informed about Mr. Nehru's
standpoint thao a N.P. stryd-
dag audiencel

“South Africa,” however, ac-
cording to Mr. Piensar, dare
not maRke apy concersion, for
then it would inevitably be
forced “ultimately to grant full
partnership to the non-Whites."”

20th December, 1957

In view of the numerica dis-
pazity, this (it is azgued) would
lead to “non.White domina-
tion,” the expulsion of the Afri-
kaper and “the obliteration of
his story from the rolls of
history.”

South Africa’s dispule with
1ndia and the U.N, “ia literally
one for survival,”  “She” only
seeeks to live—' it is as simple
as that.” ¢3he” realises that
there is little unde:‘smnding of
“her” policies of sell-preserva®
tion and separate development
by Western Europesns. Indeed,
“ishe” often feels betrayed by
them, though “she” stands (says
Mr. Piennar) as “an outpost of
Western civilisation on thiz
black contincot exposed both
to Commupism and Asiatic
imperialism.”

Mg, Pienaar concedes that this
isolated position is “most diffi-
cult, if not very dangerous. But’
if it briogs *South Africa isto
conflict with the outside world,
she can merely | shrug ber
shoulders. She has nothing else
to offer.”

This desperate conclusion by
an otherwise highly intelli-
gent Afrikaper writing for an
overseas audience underlines
exactly what Prof, B. B, Keet
meant when he said *Either we
change our hearts and over.
come cur fears and prejudices,
or we must simply wait the
day of reckoning.”
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