Never tell evil of @ man, if
you do not know it for a cer-
tainty; and if you do know it
Jor a certainty, then ask
yourself, why should I tell?
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KAUNDA UNGERTAIN ABOUT WHAT AFRICANS

WILL DG

N the following excerpts from an interview he had with
- “Peace News"” while in London recently, Mr. Kenneth

+

Kaunda, Secretary-General of the ANC in Northern

Rhodesia, explains some of the reasons behind the Afri-

cans' attitude to Felleration.

Jlt is difficult to see the
future,” Mr. Kaunda told me,
“and the Africans are getting
more and more frustrated.
"When Federation was pro-
posed there “were protests
but no action. It was very
wrong to rely on that this
time,” he added quietly.

“It is very dangerous to
say that Africans. will do
nothing when they see that
their independence is going
to the central Federation.”

The white leaders, he
insisted, do not mean well
with the Africans. They
speak of partnership, but
évery {day there is apart-
‘heid,” .

" There are 2,110,000 Alfri-
-¢ans in Northern Rhodesia,
and 66,000 whites, and
7,100 Asians. Of-the 30
seats in the Northern Rho-
desia Legislative Council,
only four are held by Afri-
cans, and these are ‘nst
chosen -by direct election,
They must be appointed by
the Governor.

*No African has a voice in
how this money is spent.

The Africans do not have
" confidence in the unselfish
motives of the whites,

“They have to show us that

they deserve it,”

Mr. Kaunda listed a few
facts on the difference be.
tween the wages and ser-
vices to Europeans and to
Alricans:

There is discrimination
in industry.

The European  mine
worker receives 4200 per
month while the African
sarface mine worker receives
L84 peryeat and the Afri-
can ground mine
A96 per year.,

Qut of 35,000 to 4,000
Africans employed, only 270
receive £40 per month,

The - ordinary  African
worker receives only £3
per month, There are 86
of thie Africans employed
by the Government who
receive £ 50 per month, but
the rest of the Africans in
the civil service receive an
average of £5 per month,

worker

“The lighter ones' colour
is, the better the treatment,”
he added.

In education, only 335,000
to 40,000 African children
are well cared for, The
rest often growing up in the
new urban conditions will
have difficulty in adjusting
-and developing social be-
haviour.,

This was a deliberate
policy on the part of
the' Government, he -said,
as , part of ~the method
of maintaining 1ts supre-
macy,

Sir Roy Welensky, the
Prime Minister of the Fed-
eration, is in direct charge
of the railways,” said DNr-
Kaunda, yet Africans are
not being trained for posts,
such as refueling, which
Africans are doing in
Nyasaland and the Belgian

IF WELENSKY HAS OWR WAY il 1960

Congo.

“Despite talk of “'partner-
ship, the Government uses
public funds—to which Afri-
cans contribute—to bring in
Europeans ‘“who are no
more trained than Africans”
for these jobs. *“\Why not
train the Africans?' asked
DMr. Kuaunda.

“Sir Roy does this be-
cause it is a political issue.
These people then vote for
him. Ile wants in ten years

( Continucd on page 364}

HAJRAH BEGUM, India

HAT I sow at Port
Said deeply shock-
ed me. You know

we have also lought British

imperialism, but what we

(4

faced was arrests, prison
and hanging. There was,
of course, shooting and

massacre but what  saw in
Port Said exceeded in iis
barbarity and savageness
anything we have ever faced,
I think Port Said should be
a lesson to not only the
Egyptian and Arabic pco-
ple, but to all the Asian
and African people.
how wé have come to think
that imperialism has had its
teeth knocked out, had
givén up the direct methods
of exploitation and slavery.
We seemed to think that
no more could the imperial-
ists attack a people fighting

Some-

Port
Iimits

for frecdom. said
shows to what im-
perialism will go even when
it is at its last breath. There
is another aspect of this
question.
Egypt

dung

I have seen _in
the spirit of Ban-
become a reality,
What we dreamt of, what
we hoped and wished for,
has actually come to hap-
pen.  In Cairo, when ad-
dressing a women’s meet:
ing,- I was greeted with
cries of “Long Live Nghru”

from the audience. The
simple message I had
brought from 1he Delhi

women’s organisation was
kissed and honoured by or-
dinary women. Asiau-Afri-
can friendship is no longer
a dream, it is a reality here
in the streelts of Cairo, in
Port Said and in Delhi..
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Franchise Problems

others have cohtactet! s in othei’ ways to ask fof
an amplification of our attitude to the franchise
problem as outlined ih our issue bf August 2,

We must state at the very oltset our btliel that
South Africa can survive as a viable State only if all jts
peoples belong to a socicty founded on democratic ideals
where universal adult siiffrage would be based oh a com-
mon voters roll.  In such a society the race or cololir of
the citizen would be of nb “consequence whatsoever; it
would certainly be no fualification for privilege hor would
it constitute a bar to opportunity.

It is clear to us that In the present climate of opidion
ainong all sections of the nation to jimp from the harsh
realities of the moment to the ideal just outlined would
not be the wisest way of extending the drea of liberty in
the life of the nation. On the one hand it might give
thie majority group the gteen light to oppress the minori-
ties while on the other it might confirm the worst feats o_
the latter and incite to civil war, .

These are practical problems which necessitate tac-
tical ad, 1stments to the demantds of btidging the gull
between the ideal antl the realities of the sitwation. This
taises issues which in otir view, do not involve violations
of principle. The problem becbimes one of finding a
formula which makes possible a feasible statting-point in
the march to cur goal. Such a statting-poiht would be
tlesigned to convinced the majotity that their will shall
not be frustrated while asstring the fhinotities that they
are not being betrayed,

The underlying prihciple here is to enstre that no
group was made to feel that it had been given a raw deal,
The modus vivendi used as a statting-point would neces-
sarily be a temporary measure, to facilitate trahsition to
the time when each citlzen would have one vote.

As such a modus wotlld be essentially a matter of
tactics there is plenty of room on the democratic side for
u variety of approaches, Parliamentary representation
tn the principle of parity could be used for a period of,
say, seven years, Or, qualifications could be imposed to
load the vote in favour of the minorities for a given
period. \

\We must emphasise, these would be starting-points
—to teach the various groups the habit of doing things
together. It seems to us they are better ways of estab-
lishing democracy on solid foundations than giving the
vote immediately to a majority which does not ag yet
enjoy the confidence of the minority groups,

As the matter is one of very great importance in
view of the Johannesburg conference in November, we
would like our readers to write in’ our columns and ex-
press their vicws on the whole franchise question.

SOME of our readeis have wiiften to b5 while
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Comment On Men And Events

Clarity On

Interracial

Conference

By JORDAN K, NGUBANE

S the interracial conference
approaches the real issues
which will face it emerge in
clearer light, It is clear now, for
instance, that there will be defi=
nite need to agree on objectives:
on the goal of a multi-racial
society based on iniversal adult
suffrage. It is clear also that it
will not be the function of that
conference to settle down to
working ouf the details of how to
get there, It will, however, be
the duty of the conference to
agree on 2 national convention
which would draft a new consti-
tution for a truly umited South
Africa, Finally, it is clear that
the Johangpesburg assembly will
be called dpon to forge the unity
of Wkite and non-White demo-
erats into a weapon which could
project effectively before White
South Africa the reality of disaster
if apartheid is persisted in,
Most Important

This last task i3 perhaps the
riost imiportant aspect of the
conference. At Bloemfontein the
African delegates realised that
opioion on their side had reached
the point where accounts could
be settled with apartheid on the
African’s own terms; that African
unity had reached the point
where it coustituted the strongest
single factor capable of bringing
apartheid crashing to the ground.
For this sober assessment of his
real strength, the African felt
that be could in all hkonour ap-
proach the other racial groups
and invite them to join him to
finish off apartheid, He could
appreach them as an equal; as a
champion of Jiberty who had
proved in forty-five years of
dtruggle that he sought to give to
the forces working for change
the character of democratic and
not racialistic influences.

His plea for an inter-racial
conference was _proof that uni-
lateral solutions are not accept-
able in the African community,
It was also a requeat for the
¢reation of the second force with
the potential to destrcy apart-
heid —the unity of the White and
thenon-White democrats. That
force it is the task of the Jokan.
nesburg conference to bring into
being.

' Questions

This raises quite a pumher of
questions which requice to be
faced courageously. Are the ant'-
apartheid armies ready for united
action or co-ordinated action?

Quite frankly I do not see
how any realist could ever say

that al! of us who fight or oppose
apartheid are ready for united
action-that is, for belonging to
a single organisation voder ome
supreme commander. What I
am certain we are ready for ia
co-ordinated action and collettive
leadership. I cannot ever imagine
a united frout where the Roman
Cathelics, for example, would
agree to be led by men froor the -
Congress of Democrats. Beth,
however, e2n belong to one front
and be represented in its policys
making organg, — . .

The real problem to He faced,
against this background, will be
to realise that the most important
thing to do at this stage is to build
up muttal “trust; to inspire -the-
various groups to have confidenes
in the intentions of those “ they
used to distrust and fight in rthe
past, while openly acknowledging.
the reality of honest differences
of fundamental outlooks on life,

Tolerance and I:ss adhererce
to daoctrinaire  approaches “will
certainly go a long way towards
removing the ‘suspicions which
will inevitably ctop up from
time to time.

Africanists

The other question the creation-
of this force raises is: To .what
extent, really; will the new frope
bave the backing of the bulk of
the African pecple? It-is quite
possible that the united frone
might represent the comingé
together of the more “ibedal™
sections of the African ‘people—~
who pecessarily set the political
fashions—and the other tacial
groups; a groupiog which would
oot enjoy the real truse of Jthy
bulk of the African populatios.
If the front emerges as an elite
group it will have played -“ito
the bands of the Zovernment-oa
the one hand and, on the other,
would give the Africanist cause
to laugh at thoie who said the
Johannesburg conference would
isolate him. At the .appropeiste
time be could raise the African
for the African slogan and 'face
the united front with ‘the -reality
of catastrophe.

The only amswer .is that )
sides must realise that.not only
the goals agroed upon must ige
spire. African confidence, but \the.
methods to reach them and-the
moed bebind “all “this myst be
inspired by the belief—which the
African has long had—that cases-

. trophe can be averted 1in thie

country and apartheid defeated
(Continued on pags 366 )~ " +
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Ten Years -Of
ON August 15 the republics of

India and Pakistan cele-
brated the 10th aoniversary of
independence. During the last
decade each has accomplished
more than their worst detractors

feared, but less than their most
ardent sympathisers hoped.

Pakistan is composed of a large
western are {FPunjab, Sind, Ba-
luchistan, N.W. Frontier Pro-
vince and some Muslim states)
and a much smaller but more
populous eastern half (E. Bengal)
geparated from each other by a
thousand miles of India territory.
No one in 1947 koew whether

" By y. -'/’Ar/.ane
< N
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the bond of Islam ;would be
sufficient to weld these two un-
even partoers, whose! Tanguages,
economic needs and to some de-
gree cultures  differed consi-
derably, into one state. To be
Honest the question has not yet
been answered. For, although
they stil continue in somewhat
uncasy alliance, they- have not
yet been able to agree upon and
juteoduce a constitution for their
state. Palkistan has yet to hold 2
geaeral ‘election based upon an
adult suffrage franchise, thereby
cstablishing itself (as one still
hopes to see) as the first modern
Moslim democracy. S
Indeed, one of the more in-
teresting, unexplored themes of
the contemporaty world is the
, appacent inability of Muslim
pocieties, despite Islam’s religious
egalitarianism, to produce  a
 democratic  political  structure.
Why is it that Muslim states

divide into autccracies (Saud’s®

Atabia), oligarchies (Turkey and
Pakistan), demagogies (Egypt} or
gome cross between all three and
cbaos (as in Indonesia)? Has it
-perhaps something to do with
the intensely conscrvative gdeial
‘attitude of Islam opetating in
gozieties scarcely removed from
«feudalism? Does Islam in these
_circumstances somehovwy contrive,
.despite the existence of any
formal theocratic structure, to
fulfil the function of the Roman
Cuholic Church in  medieval
Eurepe? Is Pakistan which,
'wader the British, kaew at least
as much about democracy as
India an example of how Islam
{again like the Roman Catholic
Church today wherever it is the
atate religion) preserves an essen-
tially heirarchtc society, even
-'when it moves out of the feudal
L
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era? What part does the seclu-
sioft of Muslim women play in
2ll tbis?

The answers to some of these
questions must surely appear in
the second decade of Pakistan’s
independence: For the contrast
with India’s history these last
ten years are tremendous, And
they cannot be entirely explained

~by the geograhical, linpuistic and
economic difficulties of a divided
country. To a far greater extent
than India, Pakistan has remain-
ed socially static—a land of
“‘pagsha’’ factions and interests,
given to prolonged periods of
suspended parliaments and Gov-

* ernor-General's (or military) rule.

Meantime India, inheriting not
only the persosal genius of
Jawaharlal Nebru but also the
Congress machinery of Vallabhai
“Patel, has contrived to hold the
world’s two largest, free, general
elections. At these, though it
won an overwhelming majority of
the central and provincial seats,
the ““monolithic” Congress party
polled about 45 per cent of the
votes cast in 1952°and 50 per cent
in 1957. ‘The main political
weakiness of the Indian demo-
cracyis the absence as yet of a
well organised potential alterna.
tive government. Congress, the
victor of independence, sanctified
by the memory of Mahatma
Gandhi, i most things to most
men. The largest Opposition
group at the latest general elec

tion was the Communist Party.

But although it doubled its per-
centage of the vote, it still only
obtained 10 per cent and has
formed a minority ,ministty (60
out of 126 seats, plus 4 indepen-
dent a'lies} 1n the smallest and
poorest state, Kerala. Its on'y
other significant holds are in
Andhra (like Kerala, a new
linguistic state full of old griev-
ances against the
Aryans and
Bombay and Calcutta, And in
Andbra Congress won control of
the government from the Com-
munists, who dominated the
state when it was first formed.
In the central assembly (Lok
Sabha) there are 366 Congress-
men, 29 Communists, 18 Praja
Socialists (whose percentage poil

fell by nearly half and 75 odds
and ends. :

By any standards this is a
lop-sided parliament. But there

is considerably more electoral
ferment than the overall pattern
suggests. Although throughout
the country as a whole Congress
holds more than its own and the
minority parties gain or lose

Brahmins,
Hindi-speakers),.

a N
each other’s expense, Congtess,
too, received some severe buffets
at the polls, especially in the
state of Bombay.~ Here the
Gujerati and Mahratta peoples
are g0 interspersed that it ia

nearly impossible to choose any

viable “linguistic” basis for par-
tition, Mr, Nehru’s government

bas, therefore, plumped for a

bilingual state, losing his very

able Finance Minister in the

process- The immediate result,

however, was widespread rioting,

considerable loss of life and a

tather foolish refusal to hold

judial inquiries into what were

widely considered unnecessarily

prolonged police firings: This

happened some months before

the elections. At the polls the

almost incongeivable occurred.

Congress was so shattered in

Sardar Vallabhai Patel’s old

stronghold of Abhmedabad (and

he was the party’s strong man

and top organiser) that itis oot

even contesting the forthcoming

municipal elections there, In

the Mahratta south of the state

things went little better. And

in Bombay city—half Gujerati,

half Mabratta, kalf the provincial

cabinet and three ministera of

the central government went

down. For once tpc’mincrity

parties combined clectorally to

capitalise on the bilingual dis-

content, They showed con-

clusively, if locally, the Congress

is not invincible.

Even the briefest review of
India's Erst decade would be
incomplete without any mention
of her 5-year economic plans and
her outlawing of the worst aspects
of the caste system—untouch-
ability. £

The first 5 years, h\:lped t:y
several favourable monsoons, laid
2 solid basis for real economic
expansion. DBut the genuinely

365

demogratic approach to an ate
tack on massive poverly imposes
on jtself considerable disabilities
in comparison with those wha
are less squeamish about liberties
acd individual suffering. Deficit
financing and other internal
devices bave now about reached
their limit, If Indiais to prove
that living standards can be
faised by her methods as sug-
cessfully as by China’s, she now
needs foreign loans but fears
that they may entail strings de-
signed to undermine her ‘‘mey-
tralism'’ in foreign affairs. The
West has an enormous stake in
proving those fears unfounded,
if only British Conservative
grudges over Suexz or U.S. Con-
gress pressures against ‘‘neutrals

- ism"* ¢an distinguish their coun-

tries’ long-term interests. Asfor
caste, the attack has begun and
the law is on the side of the
righteous, though unevenly en-
forced. But while it is probably .
true that Indian eccnomic de-
velopment has been more rapid
for the absence of Gandhi's
spmetimes archaic notions, it is
certain that on social issues there
would have been less side-
stepping by the privileged classes
if that determined little fipure
had been still alive to confront
them with his inexorable moral
logic,
( To be continued )
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Prof Keppel-Jones
Reports On Ghana

JIE pecple cf

Ghaps—1be independent West African siett—

: were keen lor South Africans to visit tbeir country, parti

cu'arly Nationalis's, said Profescor A,
the Uspiversily of Natal,

of History nt

Keppel-Jones, Profeisor
when he spoke to the

Pielormarilz urg Rotary Club, Prafessor Keppel-Jozes recently

visited Gbharpa.
Prolessor KeppeleJones srid

thzt relations between the
White people in Ghana snd

the Africaps there was the
geeatest eye opener to the
visiting South ;Africans, An.

o‘bher great surprise was the
1.ck of race cousciousness on
the part of the African, who,
a'tyr all, was tbe rfuler In
Ghana jt was soon realised that
tha Alrican was perfectly frank’
ani was oot holdicg back any
resentment.

All the bosses in Ghana were
black apd the White man -was
often in the positioo of address.
jog Alricans ag "sin” But the
Alrican was oot aflscted by this
psition of superiorily.

Prolessor Keppel-Jones said
that intermarrioge was a start«
liog tbing’ in Ghana. Oae
culd meet an-Alrican with a
S:ottish wile, or a LEuropean
wiih a wile who came from
West Alrican stock. Yet there
was no feeling in Ghana that
this gtate of ¢ffairs wes extras
ordinery at . ik 1t was taken
for granted,

Warm Welcome

Prolessor Ileppsl-Jones ems,
phasised that for 500 years the
Guana people on the coast had
been in essociction with Eurc-
peans on A Dasis ol equality.

Asn South -African he had
erpecied to be received with
a somewhat {frigid sttitude.
But this was oot so at all. The

“ Piolessor Keppel-Jones said

West African people were most
generous mnd {riepdly, and
warm in their welcome,

But he found that the people
were critical of certsin South
African policies ard they dis
approved of some things ‘they
Lad heard.

Ghapa was arx'ous lo have a
High Commissioner in South
Alrica, but they had some idea
that such & move might result
in embarrassment.

Civil Service
“Ghana is looking to Soulb

« Alrica {for non+Europeans for

its Civil S:vice,” baid Profes.
fessor Keppel-Jones. *An ordi-
nary graduate out of university
can command a starliog salary
of £8s0 & year in the Ghana
Civil Service.” |

Dr, Nkrewmab’s Government
bad made, some threats about
the way it iotended to rule, but
he thought that the -prople of
Ghana would oot accept poli-
tical slogacs or threats, (ndeed,
they were j1dging the political
scene very matusely, He felt
that the sympathy of the
country was rapidly moving in
support of the two opposition
poriies which might, he felt,
{use ioto ope pirty later.

that one factor which had
worried bim was the evideace

in Ghana of’ political corrup.
tior.
Y

ﬁurban Not Made Up

-

Mind On Group Areas

LTHBOUGH ths Darban City Council’s Plaoning apd Develop
A went Control OQommittee was told officially two montht
ppo that tbe pioclamation of the first group arzas in Durban wa?
immioent, there is still no definite indication of when the an”

nouncemenls can be ¢xpected.

Even the Minister o} the In-
terior, D;, T, T. Donged, said
recently Lbat he was upable to
give ouy fired date {or the
prociamations Iie added, how-
eve:: '"lhey canoot te loog
pow.' -

He said tbat the proclama-
tions had been passed, but that
tLere were u number- of other-
ovstacles  «lech might have
causcd the delay.

He mentione ] the poss ility

of having to make
surveys and the desirability of
applying the Group Areas De-
v'elopmcnl Act at the same
time as the proclamations
were made, This was Governe

ment policy, 2e 5: id,

) To anticipate the proclama-
tion of group areas in Durbay
an office of the Group Areal.
Development Board was set up

in the city almost two monthy
ago. 4

~

detai'e d

Tte proclamations wereready
at {Hat time Lut they bave
gnbsequently had to be res
drafted because of smendments
to the Group Areas Act during
the Iast session of Parlisment,

Local Office Wails

To the mesotime the local
Davelopment Board office with
14 officials, 0 of whem sre on
the permanent staff, is waiting-
for the proclamations so that
it can begin its investigations,

Among the Development
Bosrds' funztions are ths
making of o Ilist of owners.
and occupiers of affected
properties oo the day of pree
clamation, The Board was
created to help control the

.disposal of affecfed properties

23rd August, 1957-

io group areas.

Mr. P. W, Crooje, regional
representative of the Develop-
ment Board in Durban: said
that despite havipg a permav
cent steffi of 70, the board-
would be kard pressed if six or:
more group areas were suddenly
proclaimed in Durban. The
proclamation would iovolve
much _field work by iospectors
of the board, ke said,

The proclamations are likely
{o be confized to areas ane’
nounced for racial occupation®
after the 3933 group sréaw
inquiry in Durbagp, )

These include the maio Whita
residentinl areas of Durban:
Berea, Durban Norith and the
Indiap area of Reservoir Hilldi- .. |

1l —a s R

President’s Independennc'ef
Day Message :

DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD, the President of India, called upzn _
the people to sacrifice personal comfort for the sake ‘of the
nations good. In a message to the nation on the occasion of the ’
tenth anoiversary of Todin’s Independence, Dr. Pcasad ssserfed
that the drffizulties io marshalliog adequate resources to.imples
ment the second plan were a challedge to the pzople. 1-

The hout of trial had-com*,
he said, and‘India Jooked to
each citiz o to do his duty
honestly nod conscientiously.

* The President expressed his

confidence that Indians would °

pot be cowed down by Bpy

~diffi;ulties aod that the whole

pation would rise to the occa.
sio0.

The following is the text of
the President’s message: -

1 send my gereclings and good
wishes to all my couontiymen
on this oz2casion, the lenth apni-
versary of ocur independernce,
This year we ‘are ubo cele.
brating ths ceatenary of the
great [resdom movement of
1857, and the closs proximity

.ol these calebrations with the

Independence Day  serves to

~enhance the signifization ol this

occasion for us] Tois year's
celebration bave, thereflore, been
provided with an histoiical
pemspective, makiog our people
morze alive to the value ol frec-
dom and the need o preserve it,

Qur country "is up sgainst
some difficulties in manhaliog
adequate resources for impli-
menting tbe Second Five Year
Plan, These difficulties, whats
ever their nature, ate a chal.
lenge to our nation’s resotrces
fulness and our peoples deler-
mination to cirry out the Plan
in the in‘erest of oationsl dee
velopment aud the wdliere of
the couniry as a whole, )

Let me remind you men £nd

wom3a of [niia, that political

“freedom is not complete unti

it furnisbes us with_the means
to acquire ecorno nic {reedom ss
well so that every citizen is
guarenteed the migimum com-
forts of life and complete frce.
dom {rom want.. -

This day is an occasion for
national rejoicing. Let every-
one feel beppy, cheerful and
bouydnt. 1 wish you .all the
best of luck and greater bhappi.
ness and prosperity in the
coming year,

Clarity On Inter- -

racial Conference:
{Continuéd jrom page 264) '
only by e -decisive demousiras
tion of streogth designed -to

confront apartheid -with tbe
reality of disaster.

Last - Question:

I have been asked the- ques-
tioo: If the African realises he
i3 now stronp, why does he
want allignces with  weaker
groups? . The answer is simple.
If he fights alone and ‘wins,
that will be a victory for race

- hatred {rom his side; something

h-e has consistently refected
sice 1912, Sucha fight might
very well cause civil war; split
the cause aand disturb world
peice profoundly, We “want
no war; e want pesce to.be
ble to meke the best use poss*
sible of our lives. - And we can -
get that only if .we join hands .
with the minorities in the ‘fight
for liberly, -

3
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THE following

OPINION

Devadas Gandhi: Fighter For Press Freedom'

) .
acticle on the late Devadas Gandhi is culled from

the ** Times of 1ndia’ : Mr. Devadas Gandhi, youngest of the

four sons of Mahatma Gandhi, was

bora in Durban on May 22,

1900. He was brought up in the austere way of life which his fathet

had adopted.

Gandhiji refused to educate _
him in the conventional way and
his education commenced, in the
words of Mr, Devadas Gandhi, ”
according to the special ideas of
his father, -

When Gandhijt refurned to
India, his son Frst joined the
Gurukul in the Kangra Valley
and later Ribindranath’s Visva-®
bha-ati at Shantiniketan,

The best part of bis life was
apeat in collaboration with Ma-
hatma Gandbi-in the political
gnd social fields. He travelled
with his father extensively in
India.

Ia the political field, he hzd a
situral fuaction to perlorm. He
was imprisoned eight | times
during the frezdom struggle and
hi1 owa eatry into joufnalism
sprang from a national urge, He
aytisted Mihatma Gandhbi in the

and Pandit Motilal Nebru's “The
Independent,” both of which
espoused the cause of indepen-
dence ardently and campaigoed
for radical reforms in Hindu
society. )

Joining the “Hindustan Times"
as secretary to its Board of
Directors, he was soon elevated
to the position of Managing
Editor. He was best koown at
that time for his advocacy of the
nationalist viewpoint and for the
crusade he launched for the free-
dom of the press in the face of
several restrictions imposed by
the then Government.

Once found guilty of contempt
of court, he served a month’s
simple imprisonment but later
vindicated himself before the
Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council.

On another occasion, at the

ment in 1942, Mr, Gandhi was
arrested on acharge of violating
a limit of three columns impesed
by the Government on News re-
lating to the movement and the
Government’s measures to sup-
pressit. A court discharged him
on the ground that there was not
sufficient material to sustain a
conviction.

Besides directing the affairs of
#The Hindustan Times"”, and
fts allied publications, hé
found time to make significant
coptributions to building up a
nationalist press and several
organisations conaected with it

Mr, Gandhi was intimately
assaciated with the  All-India
Newspaper Editors’ Conference,
the Indian and Eastern News-
paper Society and .the Audit
Bureau of Circulations, and was
at the belm of these organisa-
tions at various times., Before
the Press Trust of India came
into its own, he represented it on
the Board 'of Directors of Reuter
during the transition.

367

Indian press faced an acute
shortage of newsprint and Mr. -
Candbi, as 2 member of a inissioh
which toured “Europe and the
United Kingdom, the Uhited
States and Canada, helped to
secure for India a liberal fuota,
ol pewsprint. i :

In 1950, he found a larger
forum to carry on his campaigh
for the freedom of the press,. -
Mr. Gandhi was appointed mem-
ber of the United Nations' Bub-
Comission on the Freedom of

Information, and attended its
session in Montevedeo, N
Mr. Gandhi's views on this

subject are well presented in his
book, “Rights and Responsibi-’
lities of the Press’. His other
publications include “Memories
of Bapu’ and “India Unrecon-’
ciled.” M™r. Gandhi thus occu-:
pied a leading position in Indian
journalism for several years.

Mr. Gandhi was married to
Lakshmi, daughter of Mr. C.
Rajagopalachari, He is survived
by bis wife, threc sons and a

production of “Young India" height of the nationalist move- In the post-war years, the daughter. -
»
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‘GANDHIJI-

OPIN

The Story Of His Life

. The Ashram

EHAPTER XXIV

EOUAUSE healways taoght by
evample, Gandhiji, went to
live in a village himeelf to show
people how they must Jive. He
¢hoss the tiny village of Shagaon
in the Ceniral Provioces. 1t
was so pmsll that there was not
sven a post office. It had no
beanty and was terribly hot and
dasty, There were no phady
trees atid only very little gras
You may ask why he wanted
to go le such & village instead of
choosipg a beantital place. Hin
reason was simple.  He wanted
to skow how even the driest and
ugliest village can he improved
and turned into a place of

RTT Y 27 X I LY 28 Ll e d 7 r JF NF L ed L

By
Mprs. Gertrude Murray-Correa

[ OP P r IV 2 I 2 L e ittt

beauly. Conerally people don't
aire for apything or anyhody
whioh i ugly and poor, Gandhiji
was not 1ike that. He loved poor,
uply people and only wanted to
malke them into something better.
Everything that was poor, weak
and desp ded tonched his loviog
fatherly heart.

At frst ho did not mean that
mny people shonld be with him

. mt Shegaon, but wherever he was,

+hera oame. He was 0 muoh
loved that people would not
laave him alone. -

At firet a little diepensary for
poor elok villagers was starteds
They conld get free advico sod
madiciue there. Bat, more and
mors eick people czme daily for
apdvice, nntil Gandhiji felt, it
would be better to start n little
hospital, He and his fellow
woarkers gave the poor patients
th- Lest they bad of everything
aad the tenderest oare.

Siok pmplé must have good
milk. So a little dairy was
gtarted to provide this. Then
vegetables, were planted and
grown Bo that tha little hospital
gonld sopply its own frech
vagetables.

Hoon 8 new ashram wae forme
ed. An sshram. as I have told
yom, 1s a place where a number
of people live together B holy
life of prayer aod service to
others. More snd mors people
came to join this sehram, al-
thoagh the rules were very
very utrlot, All must ghare in
the dally housebold work, wash
thalr own olothes, help with the
ooking and do even the hom-

At Shegaon

blest sweaper’s tasks. For where
Gaodhlji wag, all must be equal,
both in the pleagant and the
aopleasant thinge. E

Every member of the ashram
had to spin for hslf sn houmr
daily. In Gandhiji’s eyes gpin=
ning was one of the most im-
portant thinga in Indian life.
o felt .that if every Indian
learned to epln, the problem of
India's poverty would be over
Tivery man, woman or ohild
would then have a way of earne
ing money whenever other work
failed. And thers wonld be no
more nakedness, or dirtiness for
want of a change of clothing.

The little sshram at Shegaon
fionrished more and mores
@andhiji made it his head-
quarters, Slowly it had become
a dispensary, a hoapital, _a dairy,
a farm and a school. It Was sleo
the plece to which thousande of
pecple came like pilgrime, from
all over the world, to eee the
great loader who raoled million®
by love nlone, Qreat politicians
and homble peasanis came
Foreigners, Indians of all comg
rounities, learned and illiterate.
Some of them stayed for weeks
gpud monthg, Bome came to etay
for ever. Bnt no one was allows
ed to remain tinlese he agreed
to lead a aimple life of hard work
in the service of othera, i

Meanwhile. from fhis homble
village, Gandbiji earried on his
grent work for the freedom of
Inodia. A most important part
of this work was the gr;zat num-
ber of letters that had lo be
written daily to people all over
the country, to Congress leaders,
to friende, to helpers, The Con-
gress and Gaodhijl bad beoome
ipseparable, All the Congrers

looked up to bim as their leader, -

tencher sud father, They did
nothing withount éousulting his

views and wishes firat, =

As there was no post ofMoe at
Shegaoh, Gindhiji’s secretary
had to walk five and a half miles
every day 'lu the nearest post
office, whioh was at a place called
Wardhe., This eecretary, who
was named Mahadev Desai, waa
one ef Gandbiji's moat faithfal
followere, Qandhijl loved him
like a gon.

Poor Mahadov Desal oontinned
to walk uncomplainiogly o
Wardba with his borden of
letters every day, through the
buroiog béat and dust of snm.
mer and the etreaming down-

<

ION

poar of the mongoon months
until at last it was decided to

to bulld a poet office at Shegaon

itaelf,

Ap thers are lizo places ealled
Shegaon in the sam# provinee,
people often  got confused.
The postal authorities therefore
pnggested that po 3 poet office
was being eet up al Gandhiji’a
Shegaon, they might sg well
give tha! place a new narme.
They asked Gandhiji what name
he woald prefer- He chose the
peautiful name of Sevagram, Or

23rd August, 1957

Placa of Services

' That wap always Gandhijl's
way. Inall that ha did he geem*
ed to malke things more beatatl-
tal than they were before he
tovched them.
—and moro useful.
ness wos what mattered to Alm,
for he did not care at all for
ngoless thinge, no matter how
_beantifol they were - :

Copyright : Reproduced by courlesy nf’
Longmans Ltd. ;
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time to juetify his claim for the
political power being in the
hands of the Enropeans.”

The African National Congress
of, Northern Rhodesia attempts
to:eounter this pressure, Their
work is not easy. There are
diffonlties in raieing fonds acd
the ANO i1 banned in certain
areass

The fature does not look very
bright for the Africans, but
despite this AMr. Kannda eaid,
£0ne does hope that thing will
ohange to show that the Afri«
ssn’s preeent fears are not
Justified’”

In 1960 there will be a review
of the Federation. "This Fed-
station was imposed on the
Afrioans because there!was a
~ golitioal awakening ampog the
Africans which the Settlers
wanted to gtop before it got very
far,” oharged AMr. Kaunda.

"It independenos is granled to
this multi-racial ecoiety in which
only the Europeans have poli-
tioal power, it is difficnlt to gee
what the Africans will do.

*“The ANO is carrying the
people with it in the nonsviolent

OPINION

(Continued from front page}

way, We think the best way is
that of non-violence, but how

far we can go with that we do
not know,

“Thera is & growlng-gr‘uup
whiok thinks that the Executive
of the Counoil in not going fast
enough, and whether the present
Exeontive will be returned in
the next elections we oannot
BAY.

“Harry Nknmbula has alwayg
insisted that the answer must be
non-violent,’ Mr. Kannda told
me. “He was under real prea¢
pure in 1953 when vlolence
broke ont in Nyasaland, buat he
insisted there must be no fight=
ing.

“l am sure that that has a
grip on the minda of the people
now, but I am pot saure how
long that will continnes Otherg
pek how much are they getting
by those methods.

“I# the Africans and Earos
peans both teke extreme views,
then what happens?”’ he asked.

The leaders of the ANC have

_ Kaunda Uncertain Abont What Africans Will Do -
If Welensky Has Own Way In 1960

put proposals before the Govern-
ment, Telegrams snd latters
have ocome from: home to Mr,
Kaunda and to Harry Nkumbula,
the ANO President who was
recently in London. saying that
¢ Sir Roy goes on with his proe
posals on eleotions then oar de
mand will be a vote for every
man and woman.'

*'Phe issues will be put before
a meeting when we return and
whatever is devided, the Exeou®
tive will be bound to follow.

The ANC wants instead of the
present Federation the develora
ment of consatitutional and demo=
cratioc forms of government
throughout the Rhodesias and
Nyaealand, Then the people in
these territories should have the
right to decide whether to feder-
ate or not:

“During the next three years
we will be having & real test
time., If we can get throomgh
those three years there will be a
lot to be paid for theze who have
helped us {o do so.”

~would not be in time for

=
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Basuto Getting |
Ready For -
Self-Government'

SPECIAL Committee of .the:

Basutoland National Council
it at present framing proposals.
for the granting of the Basuto'
people of a greater say in their.
own affaics.

This is the background to the’
anpouncement by the Actiog:
High Commissioner, Mr. T. V.,
Scrivenar, that Basutoland might!

reccive representative governs
ment,
A Basuteland Government

spokestnan in Maseru recalled:
that the Moore Committee’s re-}
port or changes in the adminise.,
tration of the tereitory had been'
turned down by the council.. The
council was then asked to -make
suggestions, and it appointed a
special committee to do so.

This committee, the spokes.’
man said, was now engiged on
its task, It was difficult to say
when it would dnish, but j¢!
the
next meeting of the council nex !
month. ¢

Such proposals as are approved
by the council will be submitted®
to the Secretary of Srtate for
Commonwealth Relations for his
consideration,

L
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