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Founded by Mahalma Gandhi in 1903

What’s In A Na;ne?

The Parson draws a

“ Stipend,”
The Lawycr pockels * fees,”
The Banker adds up

“interest,”
Thé Merchant * profit” secs.

Stharcholders cash their
“dwidends,”

The Landlord calls for
rent,”

The Statesman lakes a
“salary,”

The Royally * granis”
are senl,

‘T/ze Pirate seizes ** booty,”
The Sungglers * plunder™
lag,
Brigands demand a
“ransom,"
The PBurglar collars
- “swag”

U lkat's in a name:? *Tis
K .' all the sanie—
O&Iamcn' by law or
- ' stealth :
But Srom the Workesrs'
lot! alone,
Comes every form of
C . wealllz
, =A.E, Andarson.

The Contest Between
Good And Evil

T Vishrampur, a village in India a [riend asked Shri Vinoba Bhave,

ﬂ “How is it that in the contest betwcen the forces of evil and the

fuorces of good we often find the former dominating the latter?”

It is a question which troubles most of us and especially those who are

weak of faith and temperamentally pessimistic: =~ Shri Vinoba gave the
following illuminating reply to the question.

He said that the evil opposing good serves one very valuable pur-
pose. It puts goodness to test. But if one keeps patient and goes on
returning goodness in the face of evil, he will see that ultimately 1t is good
which wins., Goodness to be effective should be allowed a real chance.
The good must take care not to resort to evil out of impatience. The
weapon of the good is goodness. And they can prove themselves strong
enly by using their own weapon. Ol course one must have the patience

to wait. Christ was crucified and killed.  Outwardly it would appear as
though he lost- But the world has forgotten the killers of Christ while
Christ lives in countless human hearts.  But you cannot hope to succeed

in 15 minutes. The seed of goadness takes time to sprout up. .Bhoodan
(Land gift) is an outstanding example of the success of goodness. So
far as the individual is concerned goodness has always won. \We arc now
engaged on an experiment whether it can also win in the social
sphere.

But for success in the social sphere on a social scale, we must or-
ganise goodness. What happens.is that while the wicked orgunise and
unite for, serving evil, the good do not care to uniie on the side of good.
Bhoodan is now doing this. Charity has always been practised but only
individually, We are now organising it on a social scale and in the form
of a country-wide movement with a view to reselving some of our prob- ,
lems. This was not attempted before. The good should throw in all
their might for the success of this movement and for the triumph of good

. over evil,
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Mr.

' E have devoted
quite a good bit
of space this week

in reproducing from the
‘Natal Mercury’ letters of
Mr. Frederick G. Beard on
the treatment of Indians in
South Africa and some of
the replies given to those
letters. We have donc so
because Mr.
time held a respounsible posi-
tion and therefore whatever
he says is naturally taken
by the aublic to be respon-
sible and weighty and thus
the public is wmisled.

Beard at onc

Might we suggest to Mr.
Beard that for one mowment
he tries to forget altogether
what exists or what is hap-
pening in the outside world,
and what other people are,
or what they say or what
they do.
matter of the treatment of

Let him treat the

Indians in South Africa in
patticular and that of the
non-LEuropeans in general,
as one of our own demestic
concern.  We think cvery-
thing else is quite irrelevant.
Br. Beard will surely admit
that to be self-satisfied with
betag better than the other
person is not just enough,
One may be better and yet
not be what he should be.
Our very existence is based
on not what others are but
lLaw of
God which alone guides our
destiny and the destiny of

on the Supremec

the whole universz, We are

all enjoined to respect that
[.aw for that alone and no
other power ou carth will

Beard

sustain us. We take it for
cranted that Mr, Beard be-
lieves in and has respect for
these moral values. If he
does not then it is not
worthwhile entering into an
argument with him for he
can never be convinced with
reason.

, We would then ask Mr,
Beard to think of the prob-

lem

of our existence in
South Africa on its own
merits, Here are three

million people who have
assumed unto themselves
the power to rule. Not for
what is good and right and
just but just for their own
sclf-prescrvation they are
determined, by fair means
or foul, to exploit a mass of
people who are four times
their number and to do
everything possible to keep
them suppressed. T his
small minority claims to be
much more civilised and
intelligent than the wvast
majority over which it rules,
We concede to them that
and we say with the little
intelligence that God  has
blessed us with, that this
vast majority should rise to
the level of the ruling
minority and  should be
given the fullest opportunity
to do so. The ruling minority
would certainly deem it its
duty to afford that oppor-
tunity, indecd, would be
inspired to do so, if it were
ruling out of benevelenee.
But the ushappy fact is that
this minority is obsessed
with the idea of its own
sell-preservation; it is jover-
come with the fear of being
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swamped by the vast major-.

ity if the latter were given
the slightest opportunity
to rise and so it is trying
to do everything possible
to crush it out of exist-
ence, -The vast majority,
on the other hand, is coming
to its consciousness by
the law of nature and is

_strongly protesting against

and is resisting this evil.

Now if the very basis of
this ruling minority is self-
preservation and not the
common good of humanity
of which it forms a humble
part—and it does not take
long to be convinced of
this, for the legisiative mea-
sures that have already been
taken and are in the process
of being taken speak for
themselves—~then there is no
case left for that minority,

What is needed in South
Alfrica is to cultivate the
spirit of live and let live,
love thy neighbour as thy-
self, do unto, others as ye
would that they should do
unto you. That is the es-
sence of Christ's teachings
which the present rulers
profess to follow but all
their actions are quite to
the contrary. This is the
very sad situation in which
we are placed and it requires
to be treated calmly and
coolly without losing ones
equlibrium.  We humbly
suggest that there is no case
for ‘White South Africa,
_The latest Apartheid mea-
sure before Parliament ex-
poses the Government's
whole policy. There is not
going to be any semblance
of fairness even in Apart-
heid,
lion share is barefacedly
claimed for the White
minority and the vast ma-

jority is to go to the wall.  teansport etc.

Beard or -

How can Mr,
those who think like him
call this justice? Apartheid
is a hydra-headed monster
which il not destroyed in
time will destroy this fairland
and all that is good in it

In everything the

t4th August, 1958
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UGUST 15 is a
A memorable day in

the history ‘of India;
for on that day India ac-
hieved her freedom from
the yoke of foreign rule.
tule, India entefs into the
sixth year of her independ-
ence on that day. Indians
throughotit the world will
on that day think of their
Motherland, think of al]
those who sacrificed their
lives at the altar of Free-
dom, and will pray for them
and for the glory of their
Motherland.  Within the
brief peciod of five ycars
India has made progress in
every direction which is the
envy of the world. We can
dare tosay with pride, that no
country in the world, placed
in the situation in which
India placed, could
have survived and made
such tremendous progress.
Her most outstanding ac-
hievement is the settlement
of her land problem by non-
violent means and the credit
for it goes only to one per-
son and that is Shri Vinoba
Bhave. In the real spirit
of Mahatma Gandhi he has
been able to achieve what
no power on earth is known
to have achieved. Ta pur-
suade landowners to part
with thousands of acres of
their land for free distribu-
tion to the landless is not a
small matter and yet, ac-
cording to the latest figures
available, Shri Vinoba Bhave
has so far received 1,462,000
acres of land throughout
the countey which has beeh
distributed anong the land-
less, Before this great
achievement all others pale
into insignificance. Though
of course immense progiess
is made’ in the fields of
agriculture, education, food
On the other
hand we learn from people

was

sreturning  from India that
- industrialisation is gaing an

on a large scale and peopls
are fast becoming Ameri-
canised—copying the worst
from America. That is not
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a good sign nor do the
good Americans wish India
to do such a thing, for they
themselves condemn much
that is in vogue in their
country. It is always good
to copy other peoples vir-
tues but not their wvices.
We can only pray that In-
dia and all Indians may
have the wisdom to keep
before them the great herit-
age left for them by Mahat-
ma Gandhi and try to in-
culcate the high ideals of
Truth, Love and Non-vio-
lence for which he lived
and died.

We in South Africa—In-
dians in particular and non-
Europeans in general have
a great les=on to learn from
Indiz in our struggle for
freedom in this country.
India had to have tremen.
dous amount of patience
and thousands of her
sons and daughters had
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to undergo unteld hard-
ships and had to sacrifice
not only their wealth but
their near and dear ones
and their very lives in their
thousands before the dawn
of Independence was ever
seen. Unless we prepare
ourselves to undergo’ all
that we shall certainly not
reach our desired goal. And
what is that goal? Not to
snatch away power from the
White man. He need have
no fear on that score. What
we want is that there should
be no discrimination based
on colour or race but that’
all human beings should be
treated as human beings.
The greatest homage we
can pay to India is to re-
solve not to do anything
that would disgrace her.
May we all have wisdom,
strength and the courage to
do so.

NOTES AND NEWS

Segregation In Durban
Legalised

T has always been recognised in

Durban, states the ‘Natal Mer-~
cury,’ that certain beaches were
set aside for non-Europeans, and
that non-Europzans could only
travel in certain reserved seats on
buses,

A Court finding last year, how-
ever, declared that this could only
be done where equal _facilities
existed. To overcome this; a pri-
vate draft Ordinance was intro
duced in the Natal Provincial
Council, seceking among other
things to make it lawfu} to segres
gate the races on the beaches and
the buses, even though equal
facilities were nat provided, This
went to a select committes, but
was not passzd at the third read-
ing, which was taken at the time
of the Union’s constitutional
crisis. The City Council then
eadeavoured to get the Minister
of the Interior to take action, but
he declined on the grounds that
it was a Provincial matter. The
Government  itself experienced
the same difficulty as the City
Council in respect of railway
facilities, such as waiting rooms,
To overcome the position Mr,
Swart has now intreduced the
Reservation of Separate Ameni-
ties Bill, which makes it legal to
separate the races without pro-
viding equal facilities, The Min-

ister explained that there was no
compulsion oo anyone to intro-
duce segregation, but where it
was wanted it would be lepal
whether separate facilities were
provided or not. The Minister
of the Interior, Dr, T, E. Donges,
said with the passage of the Bill
Durban could lawfully continue
its present practice,

Passports For Pan-Africa
Conference

The Prime Minister, Dr, Malan,
was asked by Mr. B. Coetzee
(U.P,, North Rand) in the Union
House of Assembly last week if
the Government proposed to issue
passports to South African dele-
gates to a Pan-Africa conference
in Cairo in the near future, The
Prime \Minister said that was a
hypothetical [question that could
not be answered at this stage, He
said that plans were being made
in India for the holding of the
conference,’ which was being
initiated by the India-Africa
Council, The objects of the
Chucil were said to be the deve-
lopment of the general freedom
of the people of Africa to rule
themselves. The Prime Minister
said that according to Press re-
ports, the proposed conference
would be attended by represen-
tatives of the Kikuyu and the
whole of Coloured colonised,.
Africa, The Union Governmec
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had made no representations to
the Governments of India or
Egypt in connection with thie pro-
posed confcrence.

In so far as our information
gaes this conference bas not been
sponsored by cither the Govern-
ment of India or the Government
of Egypt.

London *Times’ Offers Sane
Advice To §.A, Government

‘The Times’ (London) in an
editorial on South Africa in its
issue of August 8 states; *To
persist, as the South African
Government is doing, in the be-
lief that the African shall develop
only on the White man's terms,
and that only thus can the White
man secure his position, is almost
bound ultimately to recoil on the
White man's head. *‘But no con-
crete or practical suggestions to
this end are likely to emerge from
the work of a Commission suoh
as that which ends its public
hearings in Geneva today. It
may be able to do no more than
to show that South Africa’s
present policy is inconsistent
with her obligations, under the
United Nations Charter, to res-
pect human rights, It can in-
fluence public opinion at large,
but European opinion in South
Africa looks askance at its work,
and only by harnessing this Euro-
pean opinion may events in South
Africa be partly shaped from
abroad.” *The Times' referred
to the new Bill introduced in the
South African House of Assembly
to *consolidate separation of the
races” in the use of public ameni-
ties, and the United Nations
Commission sitting in Geuneva,
which had heard the views of
private individuals on what is
Jweong racially in South Africa,
*“The present rulers of South
Africa tako their stand on being
the men on the spot and dismiss
as dangerous and  impractical
liberalism all criticism, however
temperately expressed, of their
determination rigidly to discrimi-
nate between Black and White,
It is, indeed, easy for those who
live in countries far away from
experience of the colour problem
o find fault with such a govern-
ing minority as that now in con-
trol of South Africa. But to
dismiss all unfavourable comment
because some of it goes too far is
to invite trouble in the loag run,"”
the paper said.—Sapa.

Glut Of Sugar

Sapa-Reuter’s report from Lon-
don states that the world pro-
duction of sugar now exceeds the
annual consumption by nearly
3,000,000 tons, The latest avail-
able figures show that annual
production of sugar in the world
is now 35,600,000 tons, and con-
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sumption is 32,800,000 tons
Strange 1o say that the price of
sugar still does not scem to go
down in South Africa which is a
long-established sugar-producing
country, Vesy lkely we shall
soon be hearing that tons of sugar
was dumped into the sea as we
not lonpg ago heard of the dump-
ing of tons of grapefruits, The
capitalists never think of the poor.
They only think of their own
coffers. What wonder is there if,
in the circumstanues, people be-
come communists?

Pakistan Government On
§.A, Racial Policy

A Sapa-Reuter’s messagz from
Karachi states that Pakistan sub-
mitted a memoraodum to the
U.N. Commission on South
Africa which concluded its sittings
in Geneva last Saturday, calling
the South African racial discrri-
mination policy ‘‘pregnant with
danger’ and stating that it was a
flagrant violation of the basic
principles of human rights and
fundamental freedoms eushrined
in the Charter of the United
Nations. The Pakistan mema-
randum said that the solution of
South Africa's racial problem lay
in partnership of the races on a
basis of equality and freedom,
and not in the domination of one
race. The social, economic and
political developmant of the
country would be impossible if
the non-European section of the
population was kept in backward-
ness and servitude, The Com-
mission now sitting in Geneva
was set up by the General As-
sembly last year at the instance of
the 13 members of the Arab-
Asian group. It asked to hear
member nations, non-Govern-
ment orgaaisations and private
individuals.

The Minister of Finance, re-
plving to DMr. A, Hopzawell
(U.P,, Pinetown) in the House of
Assembly last week said the
increase in war veterans’ pensions
and the additional pensions pay.
able to Colouteds and Indians
would be received by the pen-
sioners towards the end of Sep-
tember,
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NEW BOOKS

Just Arrived From India
A Gandhi Anthology
—By V. d. Dcsai 44,
Which Way Lies Hope
—By R. B, repg /-
Economy Of Ierrannence
—By Komarappn 3)-
Gondhi And Marx
—By K, G. Mushruwala 2/3
‘INDIAN OPINION,’
P/Bag, Phoenix, Natal,
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New Jndia HANssurance
Company Limited
for

FIRE, MARINE, LIFE, ACCIDENT

1919—-1950
21 YEARS OF SUSTAINED PROGRESS

The cunfidence of the discerning Public in the NEW INDIA is amply evidenced by the following records attained in 1949
; Rs.

Rs. -
Fire Premiom 1,70,32,179 } Life Business in force
Marine Premium 56,04,844 ;{: exceeds ... 54,34,00,000
Miscellaneous Premium 35,84,968 } Assets exceed 15,36,00,000
2,88,79,302 - Total claims paid over 17,95,00,000

Life Premium
In the vanguard of Indian Insurance THE NEW INDIA offers matchless Security and Service in all flelds of Insurance

The
New India Assurance Company Limited
Cable & Telegraphic RUSTOMIJEE (PTY.) LTD. EXPERIENCED,
Address : Directors : Sorabjee Rustomjeo RELIABLE
“"RUSTOMIEE” or Rustom Jalbhoy Rustomjee AGENTS
“ NIASURANCE " Principal Controlling Officers in the Union of South Africa MAY APPLY

Phone Nos : 25845, 29807 & 28513.—P,O. Box 1610,
74 Victorla Street, DURBAN, NATAL.

“NEW INDIA IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION”

\

Telephione 2335, Telegrams ‘BRADFORD’ Telegrams . Phone 298,
P.0. Box 110 META’' Brokenhill. P.O. Box 65,
LUSAIKA, NORTHERN RHODESIA MEHTA BROS
- g . [ ]
pRADFORD GLOTHING (PROP. M. D. MEHTA)
FAGTORY L
. . Wholesale Meérchants
Direet importers and and
V/holesale Merchants Clothing Manufacturers
Clothing Manufacturers
Propriector RA-IBHAI D, PATEL we Specilaise in
Branel: . ‘ Manufacturing
CITY STORE OVERALL
Cairo Xoad, Lusaka AND
HAlways in Stock: BOILER SUITS
Picce Goods, Hoslery, Cutlery. o
Enamelware, Stationery, Drapery, ] o
Crockery, & Wool. Supplied To Trades Only

wi—
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[ We reproduce the following
correspondence from the ‘Natal
Mercury’ because of its im-
portance at the present moment
when the UN, Commission on
the treatment of Indians is
sitting in Geneva; The letter
by “Face Facts" was sent to
the ‘Natal Mercury’ but was oot
published and hence it was sent
to us for pudlication,—Ed, 1.0,]

VER since the United Na-
tions was formed in 3945,
1ndis, backed by the Arah-Asian
block as a whole, and by Bussia
aud ber satellites for the purpose
of sowing dissension among the
countries outside the Iron Cur-
tain—has siogled out South
Africa for unremittinf attack
at every session of -the General
Assembly; accusing us of deli«
berately oppressing the Indians
living here and demandiog on
theix behalf, full equality with
the Europeans in accordance
with the positionin “more en.
lighteded countries.’

The Arab-Asian bloc, of
which India is the leader, has
now succeeded in baving a reso.
lution passed by the General
Assembly creating a special
U,N., Commission to investigate
our racial laws, All the Great
Powers (excluding, of course,
.the U,S,S.R.) and practically ali
the White count ies either ab.
stained from voting altogelher
or voted against the resolution
asthey regarded the issuc-—and
rightly so—asa being completely
outside the competence of the

' United Nations. This special
U.N. Commission has just reld
its first meeting in Geneva and
the South African Indian Con-
gress has lost no time in adviz-
ing the Commission by cable
that it desires to submit written
evidence. The time is not in-
opportune, therefore, to consider
afresh the alleged “oppression'’
of the Indians living in South
Africa.

Repatriation Resisted

It is- common Rnowledge, of
course, that successive Govern.
ments in South Africa have
vainly endeavoured to repatriate
the Indians at Governmeut ev-
pense but not only do they
fiercely resist the attempts to
return them to teeming, unde:-
fed and under-privileged land
of their forelathers but Mother
India berself does not appear to
Le at all apxious to take her
children back—despite her tea-
der solicitude for their welfare
at the international forum.

Much of India’s unwarranted
iatrusion in this purely domestic

INDIAN OPINION
TREATMENT OF INDIANS IN S. AFRICA

By FREDERICK G* BEARD, £ .Com, F.R.Econ.S,
Formerly Senior Administrative Offlcer On UN Secretariag

pffair is dus to the frenzied
appeals made to her by the
Indians in South Alrica and
Indin’s scomewhnt hysterical dc-
nunciations in the General As.
sembly —reported so fully in the
World Presc—have doneincalcul-
able harm to South Africe. The
Government, with every justi-
fication, has made it clear that
it will not even listen to any
representations uotil such time
as the Indians in South Africa
cease invoking the aid of India
at the Upited Nations,

The Indians here should
realise that loyalty to the land
of their birth or adoption is
obviously a necessary pre-
requisite to any serious consi-
deration of their claims by the
Government;

The Rights

Let us briefly examine these
“rights” for which they are
clamouring so Joudly,

First and foremosi—they
claim that they are eotitled to
be placed on the voters’ rolls,
so that they can play their part
in the Government of the coun-
try. And, secondly, they resent
aoy discrimination against them
on the grounds of colour,

Dealing with the question of
franchise—South Africa is not
the only country in which the
Indians cannot vote. Ceylon
disfranchised nearly 900,000

. Indiaps under their Citizenship

Act of 71948 and—when one of
the Indian settlers appealed to
the Trivy Council agfinst a
decision of the Ceylon Supreme
Court—Lord Oaksey, _ giving
judgmeot on behalf of the
Judicial Committee, said that
it wasa perfectly matural and
legitimate function of the legic-
lature of a couatry to dete:-
mine the composition of its
nationals, The appeal was
therefore dismissed and the
judgment of the Supreme Court
upheld,

It is indeed significant that
India has pever complained to
the United Nations of Ceylon's
treatment of the Indians settled
on ihe island—glthough the num-
ber involved is considerably in
excess of the total Indlan population
.of South Africa (at the 1951
census, there were 365.524 Asin-
tics in the Union). This clearly
indicates that India is much
concerned in disseminatiog sotia

White propaganda than in
endeavouring to protect the
Indians settled outside her
borders.

Racial Discrimination
Secondly—discrimination on
the grounds of colour is cer-

tainly not unoRnown in other
countries. Australiz—that pre-
grestive and certainly most en-
liphtened country—has stend-
fastly maintained her “White
Australia® policy, In the United
States of America—the Southern
States are adamant in their
refusal to abolish segregation.
The Governor of Georgia has
threatened to close down all the
public schools in Georgia rather
than allow Nezroes free access
to White schools. The Editor
of a Georgia newspaper is re-
ported to have said: “Negroes
in my daughter’s school? Over
my drad body!'. Even in that
citadel of Yankeeism, New York
(where Negroes are supposed to
have equal rights) racial dic-
crimination is rife. The Negro
district of Harl:m anticipated
by many years- the purpose of
our Group Areas Act. The
writer had difficulty in pro-
curiog an apartment as a South
Alricar—as he was thought to
be black |

In India itself, despite Mr.
Nehru's pious affirmation of
the U.N, Human Rights Charter,
racial discrimination is com-
mon—caste Hindus, depressed
classes, Parsees, etc, being
segregated in separate localities,
Gandhi described the early Io-
dians who came to South Africa
as “Asiatic labourers, from
densely populated areas in
India, belonging to the lowest
classes, “They were,” Le added,
“living in a state of semi-
starvation,” These early arriv-
als, therefore, were the victims
of India’s vicious caste system
of segregation and oppression
and yet their children and
grandchildren bave the temerity
to complain to Mother India of
the relatively wmild and cer-
tainly harmless Jdiscrimination
encountered in their new home-
lancy .

< Hlusory Allegation

The words “harmless discri-
mination’” are used advisedly,
as the discrirnination agaiost
the Indiaps is social and .he
allegations of economic discri-
mination are largely illusory,
Take, for example, the granting
of trading licences in Durban,
Here are the official figures fcr
the municipal year ecded 3yst
July, r952—with the population
figures in juxtaposition but ad.
justed so as to reflect adults
ooly:—-

195% Euro. I~
Census peans dians
Population 137,430 145 744

Less persons

under 27 (3) 43.810 () 97,163
Adults 87620 ' 4858;
Tradiog licee-

ccs granted 5.913 5.040

It will be seen at once that
the Indians enjoy an advantage
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of roughly two to onc—350 that,
il apy discrimination exists, it
is against the Europeans,

When the  late DPresident
Roosevelt enunciated his famous
Four Freedoms, he declared that
they were “the very [undz-
mestals ol Democracy” Rnowing
full well, as be did, that only a
bandful (relatively speakin,) of
the millions of people in the
world enjoyed thesa four frecs
doms. It is certainly illumi-
nating to consider these free-
doms in relation to the Icdians

living in South Africa, IHere
they are:—
Freedom From Fear. The

Indians enjoy the same protec-
tion from the State as the
Europeans do, A European was
recently hanged for the bratal
muorder of an Indian., If the
police had pot protected the
Ipdians from the enraged Na-
tives during the riots in Durban,
the death roll would have been
staggering., They live, trade and
enjoy the fruits of their labour
without “let or bindrance.”

Freedom From Want. Iuo
collating evidence in connection
with the Group Areas Act, the
Durbzp Corportion found that
the Indians in Durban own land
and property sworth  mearly
£25,000,000. A brochure put-
lished by the Durban Corpora-
tion io 31946, entitled “The
Indian in Natal,”” reflacted the
following {acts .

(1) Of the licensed trade
vehicles io Durban 21.7 per ceot.
were the property of Asiatics.

(2) Of the omnibuses in the
City (including the Municipal
{flee! 58 per cent, of them were
Indirc-owned.

(3) OF the licenced iaxis
Durban 44.7 per cent.
owned by Indians,

Since 7946 these percentages
bave probably incressed ap-
preciably, It would be most
interesting to compare the per-
capita inceme and worth of the
Indian with the European in
the lower.income group. This is
a freedom for which the hungry
masses in Indic would gladly trade
their right to vole in clections which
they do mnof understand and Jar
candidates in whom they are no! )
inferested,

Freedom Of Religion. Both
the Mindu and the Mahomedan
enjoy absolute freedom to fol-
lIow their religions. in Durban
there is 2 rpositive plethora of
mosques aad temples—all of
which, as a point of interest,
are exempted from rates,

Freedom Of Speech. The
very fact that the South African
Indian Congress have openly
declared their intention to sub-
mit evidenca to the UN. Com-
mission in Gencva is  surely

in
were

(Continued on page 507)
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Always Better. Better Always.
Are Kapitan's Tempting
Sweetmeats,

For nearly half a century we are leading in the
manufacture of Quality Sweetmeats and Cakes,

TRY US FOR TIE LATEST INDIAN RECORDS.
Address:

KAPITANS BALCONY HOTEL,

(EORNER SWEETMEAT HOUSE)
Corper Grey and Victoris Stresta

DURBAN.
Tel. Add. ‘KAPITANS.”

Phone 23414.

P.O. Box 96, Phone 2447l.
To Furnish Your Home Economically

See

LALA BABHAI & CO. (PTY.) LTD.

Show Rooms At 107 Prince Edward St, & 78 Victoria St.
DURBAN.

NEW & RECONDITIONED FURNITURE & HOUSE-
HOLD EFFECTS, RADIOS & RADIOGRAMS, MUSI.
CAL INSTRUMENTS, SEWING MACHINES & OFFICE
FURNITURE Etc.

Exporters and Commission Agents for Natal.. Fruit rand
Yegetables. We specializojin green ginger ‘and Indian
Vegetables. Wholesale only. Write for particulars
Box 96, Durban, L

Stockists of:—

YOUR GARDEN'S SUCCESS—Bagins with Good Seed

Qur Long Experience is your Guarantee

Try cor Famous

IMPORTED & GOVT. CERTIFIED
VEGETABLE & FLOWER -SEEDS
Avallable [n Bulk and PacRkets

A. B. NAIDOO & SONS

(Establisked 1917)

Stockists of:—
GRAIN, FERTILIZER, HOES, PLOUGH PARTS,
HARDWARE & GROCERIES at Competitlre Prices.
Phone 21213. Tel. Add.: “"GREENFEAST.”

[-15 Brook Street, DURBAN.
WE SELL ONLY ONE GRADE OF SEEDS—ABSOLUTELY THE BEST,

Jel, Add: "Chavotar”  Jelaphone: 33-9885,

MANCHESTER TRADING

£0. LTD.
ESTABLISHED 1923

e M T N N A T T N T M T N A A S N A B A N N A, AN N, A N,
Wholesale Soft & Fancy Goods Merchants

—_—

Direct Importers.

47, Commissioner Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

M. J. PATEL

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS COMPANY

Importers & Exporters & General.
Commission Agents

-1 Peking Road, Kawoon, HONG KODG.

Special aftenfion is paid
to indent ovrders

YYrite To Us For Further Particulars.

l Phone 53.

LIFE INSURANCE

Are you ndequalely insured ?
Have you provided for your dependants?
I'repare for the futare
Life Insurance gives peaca of mind for the unMhnown
future,
Igjure with *THE OLD MUTUAL” your friend for Life—
Tle S.A, Mutual Life Assorance Socisty, which hayg
best Bonus record in the WORLD,

Representative:—

DAYABHAI PATEL

P.O. Box 1760,

JONARNESBURG. Phoneo:—} Business 33-0711

Residence 33-5961

Telegrams ‘SOLANKI.”.
P.O., Box 208,

.Solanki & Co. Ltd.

Merchant & Direct Importers

Extensive range always carried in
the following:

Silks, Drapery, Tollets, Per-
fumes, Curios, Fashion Goods
and Jewellery, Wide Range of
Indian, Persian and Chlnese
Carpets.

Stockists of well-known branded
Watches.

COPPERBELT PIONEER STORE

Where Quality and Servnce
are Paramount.

¥
'

Luanshya, Northern Rhodeﬁia.
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INDIAN OPINION
THE UNITED PARTY AND THE ELECTION

THE COLOURED VOTE AND THE CONSTITUTION

By C W. M. GELL

11

lN my last nrticle I argued that
Afrikaner Nationslism is for
the present irresistible within the
limita of the White electorate,
But I cannot enfficiently emphasise
thst it is not synonymoms with
Bonth African patriotiem ns ifs
adberents so [requently and im-
temperately aver, Even when in
the fnllness of time it repreeents
& majority of the White popnla.
tion, it will gtill only command
the loyalty of one-tenth of the
Union'e inhabitants.

It is, therefore, extremely un.
fortunste that we have half played
tbe Nationalists’ game by opposing
their rampant sectional racialism
with a conception cf *a broad
putional unity of ol South Afri.
cans,” when we are clearly only
thinking of Enropean and quite
explicitly excluding non-European
from onr deflnition of “all” By
sllowing onrselves to be drawn
into the old and now lergely
irrelevant battlefields hetween Boer
and Briton, we have let our atten.
tion be distracted from a quite
-different snd rapidly developing
mcial sitnation. We have been
carrying the right bannpers in the
wrong fght. In trying to win
Afrikaper  Nationaliste to ounr
sandard, we have been alienating
non-European opinion almost as
the Nationalists, themselves. This
has enited the Nata, very well

Tsko, for instance, the gqueation
of “the Coloured vate, for which
tha Opposition fought eo resounding
a campaign against the Separate
Representation Act and the High
QGonrt of Parliament. There iz no
need to desoriba again the hlatant
bad faith of Nats, on these con.
stitutional isanes of whick we have
not yet heard the laet. Nor, as it
now appesrs, wag there any real
ground for the Nat, apprebension
thsat the Coloureds held the balance
of power against them in the Cape,
In his ‘“cross roads” epeecok sk
“Bethal aa late ag Angpst 80 Dr,
Mnulan reiterated his nsnal tenden-

tious account of how the British®

bad fozced the Cape franchise on
Union sgainst the wishes of the
other three provinces ‘and even
" of the European population of
the Cape,” how the “gualifications
to safeguard the Enropeans” were
no longer effective; bow this mmnat
repult “in the _Coloureds“govern.
ing the Capo in the forereeablo

.7 futore;” how the Colonreds, Na.

tives, liberals, communists com.
bined with British public opinion,
UNO, India and other external
influences to compel Bouth Africa
to asbondon her c¢olonr bars and
discrimination; nud than “how long
will Bonth Africa remain a White

couniry and how long will the
TWhite man continne to role?”

But the whole of this appeall

to racial prejndice rested npon the
falincions nszertion that the 48,000
Capa Coloured voters (rapresenting
a Coloured, Malay sand Indien
populations of just over a million
on o basis of male suffrage only,
under restrations and registrations
ete. which limit their numbera ever
more effectively than Rhodes’
qualification) will shortly swamp
the Cape's 600,000 voters enrollod
under universal adult soffrage for
both gexes.

Yet what did the Opposition
maske of this splendid case?

Certainly it fought a good battla
for the Constitution and the rmle
of law. Bnt there was hardly even
B eogpestion that it rtoed aleo
for the maintenanca (and perhaps
extension) of non-Enropean rights
pg sach, When at the time of
Union there wag talk in the QOape
Aseembly of “keeping faith' with
non-Euoropean voters, the reference
was not to diefranchising them by
Dot less than & two-thirds majority
but to the inconceivability that
any Cape M.P. would ever suppert
sach a retrogressive step, Yet the
U,P. did jost that in 1936 in
regard to the Cape Natives. And
on September 18 laet Mr, Blasr
Coetzee, now U,P. member for
North Rand, declared: “Tha only
difference hetween the TP, aud
Nat. policies boils down to whether
the Coloured voters sbonld be taken
off the common roll constitntionally
ot unconstitotionally. I the Nats,
and the U.P are to cat each other’s
throats for the eake of these
Colonred voters, thei’a is the mecat
foolich and the most nselees fight
I have ever zeen, 1 feel that if
the Nats. wonld ngree to uphold
the Constitution, there is bo reason
why both parties should uot
hammer ot a solution which could
then, with the enpport of the U P.,
be translated into action by the
two thirds mujority.” From such
remarks and Mr, Strauess offer to
treat the Coloureds “ss a logal
sppendix to the Enropeans” it was
obvious that the U.P. was more
cencerned with it own  electoral
interests in certain Cape zeats than
with the principle of non-Enropean
repregentation, Ard, indeed, 3in
view of the great betrnyal of 293¢
it is difficolt to eee how the U.P,
conld have thought otherwise with
oot o real change of heart,

Bot in April we reaped the
barvest of this unprincipled ard
cprortunist policy. For the resnlia
in scats like Worcester and Paarl,
where the Coloureds probably hold
the bulance of power, suggest that
a streng body of Colonred opinion

perfera Dr, Donges' eynical offer of
‘“four certain winnera instend of 55
‘alzorans.’” Some of us may realiso
that the fonr Qoloured M, P.s will
be aa powerless as the threo Native
Representatives; that the Coloured
AfTaira Dept. will ‘display concern
and zesl over Colonred interests
only in so far es these sunit Na-
tionaliat apartheid plans. Dot tha
Colonreda themselves, confronted
by the U.P.'s sapathy abont their
real grievances (except for brief
interlndes at election times, bnt
not notably at this) and ita rather
too transparent acceptance of them
merely ag pawns in the 1While
electoral strnggle, eeem to perfer
the Nationalist quarter-leaf to no
loaf at all, And since the U.P.
has never allowed them to ece tbe
rea} value of their pregent franchise,
it ia bard to blame them,

If my reading of the Coloured
attitnde is correct, it seems that
the U,P’s continuned opposition to
their separate represcntation moy
be in defiance of both their own
wishes and those of the Nationaliste,
On the other hand {and this elro
removes the real reason for the
fight the U.P, has so far made)
one main Naot. motive bes dise
appeared, sinca the Coloureds have
been proved no real electoral
stumbling block to a Nationalist
vcitory, Dowever, both fer idec~
logics] reasons apd in caee Coleured
opinion should later herden—as
well a8 to folfil some militant
electioneering they cocld hardly
pow repudiate—ths Nate., must
press on with their rropoeal. If
the Coloureds no longer object
gericngly, what is the T.P, fighting
for? The ganctity of tke Con-
etitniion? Baut the only remaiving
entrenchment would he the langu.
aga cqality, And while there is
sbeolutely no reason at all to trosh
Nationaliet pledgea about English
being “entrenched in the will of
the people,” is this really an ierme
worth a [last ditch stand acd the
risk of oivil war? After all Afri.
kaans is ench a simp’e langosge to
learn,

Tha preservation of the rnle of
lav ia certainly important, But
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U.P. hna alrcady compromized on
it., Somc Opposition M.P.’s re-
frained from votiog against the
Group Arcas Act, which puts tha
Minister’s tremendous powers over
poperty beyond the teach of the
eourta; n few Opposition M.P g
nctunlly swpported the Act, And
the entire U.P. helped to pesa the
Toblic Safety Aot which enablea
the (fovernment tn sospend the
ruln of law almost entirely.

Thus if U.P. motives remain
unclhanged in regard to the Co-
loured vote, I believe it is Aighting
an unnecessary battle, Aad &
will be supported by all those
Right-wing UL.P. votes and
candidates who think (certainly
quite erroneously) that its oppogi-
tion to the Nats, on this jssue
lost it the election, But if, as [
am later going to suggest, the
principles it has sought to uphold
have been wrong or inadequate,
if it should bave been fighting
to increase non-European repte-
sentation, if its concentration
purely upon our supposed elec-
toral interests was ‘sordid and
unworthy of a much more hon-
ourable element in its own
political tradition, then the whole
picture alters, It will then be in
the unchallengeable moral posi-
tion of fighting a good cause in
the interests, incidentally of jtself
but primarily of the Coloureds,
with their support and the sym-
pathy of all non-Europeans., In
these circumstances its continued
stand would be a great deal more
worthwhile than all the tumult cf
the last two yeary.

w. VITHAL

Bookkoep2r, Wriling up Sets of
Books, Balavce Shests, Inocme
Tax Returns, Apply:

9 Adams Arcade,
40 Market Street,
Johanneshurg.

Ve e Ve W o W, 4

Representative:”

"Telephone: 32-9033.

DHIRUBNAI P. NAIK

Travel, Iasurance & General Agent
Book with us for your travelling by Alr, Sca or Land either to Indla
or to any part of thc wnorld.

All types of Insuranco—~Life, Fire, Burglary, Riot, Sterm, Accident,
Plate Glass, ete.

('..'onsult Us Freo of Chargo For Your Incomo Tasx, Personal Tax,
Wreitlog Of Your Books, Trade Llcences, Revenue Clearance Cemﬂcate,
l‘nssporls And Immlgration Naiters.

National Mutual Life Asso. Of Australasia,
Yorkshire Insurance Co. Led.

19¢ Commissioner Street,
JOHANNESBURG.
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SHINGADIA STORES oFrene Nipone

(Prop: Premfer Stk Bamar Ltd.)
Dlreet Importers

Drapery, Outfitting, Fancy Goods,
Oriental Curlos Etc, Etc.

UMTALIL, S, Rhodesia,
Phone: 2523.

P.O. Box III.
Telegrams: “Premsilk”™

PREMIER WHOLESALERS

(Members of the Minshcnaland YWholesalers Assoclation)

Everything for the African Trade. Prints, Khaki,
Calicos, Blankets, Shoes & Fancy Goods,

P.O. Box 3I9. Phone: 2523/Extn .
UMTALI, S. Rhodesia

RHOD-INDIA LIMITED

Exporters, Imporiers & Masufacturers Representatives
Piece Goods, Hosiery, Jute Goads.

Enquiries Solicited. DPrompt  Altention.

““Aryan Mahal” 6th Floor,
Plot 43, «“C’” Roz2d,

Churchgate -Reclamation,

BOMBAY,

\

Cablés “Indorhed.”” INDIA.

L. RAJKOOMAR (PTY.) LTD.

14, CROSS STREET, DURBAN.

Funeral Directors and Manufacturers of all classel,c;f
Coffins and Wreaths

Contractors to the INTERNATIONAL FUNERAL i
COMPANY, LIMITED.

Reg. Offico: 14 CROSS STREET, DV/RBAN
Country Orders for Coffins and Wreaths,

accepted -by phone and despatched by rail |
at the shortest notice.

Cabls & Tal, Add.: “HARGYAK". Phoms 29388."

P. HARGOVAN & CO.

(PTY.) LTD.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS .
AND IMPORTERS,

LR XX X2 T 2L X —Tr—ri X TXX1I .

P, O. BOX 1250.
155[7 Warwick Avenue
DURBAN.
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% APPETISING —
Y DISTINCTIVENESS of Flavour,

% Combined with INGREDIENTS of the
PUREST QUALITY go into the making
of our SWEETMEATS.

% Made by our experts whose knowledge
aod experience of the delicate art of
preparing these Oriental DELICACIES.,

% Assure YOU of the most PALATABLE
SWEETMEATS money can buy any-
where in SOUTH AFRICA.

A €N Mdfl ST R4 ViR
ML AL FLNA HWAN atdsq At HORR 4R,

< Great care it exercised in the PACKING and
DISPATCHING of country and foreign orders.
% WE assure you of PROMPT, HYGEMIC
SERVICE with the GUARANTEE ot
SATISFACTION.

‘HOME MADE SWEETMEATS 4 '

We specialise in: ,

Birthday Cakes, Wedding Cakes, High Class
Fruit Cakes, Pastries, and Naan etc, '

(Cnr:
Phone 24965 -

Grey & Victoria Strcots,)

DURBAN.
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( Continued from Pags 5§03}

rrants were brought to Natal.
They did not come here, a8 I
frequently sesumed, on thelr
own initiative, but on the dlrest
rolioltation of the Natal Govern-
ment to the Government of Indie.
The India (overnmert was by
no means willing at ficrat to glve
permisgion for the eatablishment
of indentured immigration into
Natal and twloe over, In 1859
and agpin in 1871, the Natal
Qovernment dispatohed a high
ranking offlelal to negollate on
the matter with the Government
of India. -
Finally, thongh permission was
given, it was only on certaln dee
finite conditions. One of these
conditions was that once the
Indian immigrants had worked
oul their indentnres they swere
to ba admitted to all the pri.-
vileges-of ordlnary oitizens, and-
that no digorimination was o he
practised againat them. They
- were to be free to return to India
if they wished, but were at
liberty to remain in this country
it thay preferred that course.
Doring the early period of
Indian immigration, from about
1860 to 1880, the Natal Govern-
ment and the White population
of Natal were so anxious to re-
tain them that plots of Orown
land were offered to them in lien
of their passages back to India,
The aonsiderable Indian popula-
tion at Umazinto, for inatance, is
duae to the fact that in that area
the Indians took advantage of the
offer and gettled there on plots-
of Jrown land granted to them
by the Gavernment- The sitaa-
lion in Ceylon and Burma was
quite different. There, the Im-
migration was personal and not
sponsored by the Goverument,
though some measures of Goy-
ernment control was later intro-
dooed.

conclusive proof that they erjoy
complete freedom of speech.

The Indians in South Alrica,
therefore, would be well advised
to ponder these facts carefully
and digest them thoroughly
before submitting  evidence
claiming to be oppressed to the
U.N. Commission on Racial Dis.
crimination.

Mrs. J. F. Hill

Sir,—Mr. F. G. Beard, in his
article on the treatment of
Indians in South Africa taRes
great paias to show that some
of those who throw stones at
us live in glass houses them.
selves, But two wrongs do not-

. make a right, and no man of
honesty and justice would con-
tent himself with the question,
“Am I better or worse than -my
neighbour?’ The real issue is
whether our treatment of In-
dians s just and fair. And the
crucial test is whether, if -we
imagine ourselves for a moment
in their shoes, we should feel
salisfied with our situation.
And let us remember that in
that case our standard of com.
parison would not be an India
we have never seen, or an
America e¢qually remote, but
the conditions eojoyed by the
Europeans we saw every day,

Mr. Beard uses the words
“'barmless discrimination’ Ap-
parently h¢ means that prc-
vided I do not touch a man’s
packet, I may sudject him to
any insults and indignities
I cboose, A queer sort of doc.
trine to find in‘'a land which
+ ealls itself Christian, Economic-
discrimination has disastrous
effects; but who can tell what
harm is done by our pride and
prejudice and our callous sneer-
ing remarks—what harm to
human minds and spirits? -

But wrong attitudes of mind
invariably issue in material
wrongs; and whether it be in
educational oportunities, ave--
nues of employment, opportu--
nities to own,and cccupy pre-
perty, or to influence muricipal
and Goveroment policy, Indians,

* Ly vertuo of their colour are at
a disadvantage compared with
Europeans. And the worst of
it is that many Europeans
think it is &5 it should be,

Dr. Mabel Palmer

The article published fn "The
Natal Mercary’ on July S on the
treatment of Indiacs in Bouth
Afrlea.by Mr. P G, Beard is
singnlarly misinformed.

In the first place, Mr. Beard
completely ignores the conditions
nnder which the Jndian Immie

Al

Repatriation

As for repatriation, when after
1880 the tide of publio opinfon
tarned against the Indiane, a
ohange which was largely due to
trade jealousy of the smeoesfal
Indian merchants, there were
many demands that the inden-
tares shonld end in India, which
would mean that all Indians
would be antomatioally retorned
to India at the end of their
period of service, Natal gent
several depuntations to India to
deal with this qnestion, bat the
India Government always ra.
fosed. The polioy was desoribsd
by cfficials in India ae a “suchod
orange polioy,” since It would
mean that Natal took the best -
-working perlod of tho liyes of
the yonng Indfana and then re-
tarned them (o India when they

were no longer go capable of
bhard work,
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The utmost to which the India posts ere reserved for the Eugro~
Government was willing to go- peanaand the low pald and die-
was that aftex 1895 Natal should ogreeable jobs are left to the
be at liberty to impose a tax non-Edarcpeane, including In-
on the Indians who immi- diane. .
grated after that date and did In the United States of Ameri-
not retorn-to 'India—the notori- oa, although it is true, as Mr.
ous'£3 licenos or tax. This was, Beard says, that some of the
only granted on condition that. more backward Southern Htates
no Indian who falled to relurn #iill oling to a policy of disori-
shonld be enbject to eny legal mination agaiust the Negroes, the
proceedings resnlting in impri- Federal Government i8 fArmly
sonment, a condition that waa in, opposed to any each pollocy.
practics disregarded by the Gov- Legally voting gualifications are
ernment of Natal, as Indians who the same for Negroes as for
failed to pay wers condemuned White Americans. It insieta that
for contempt of Court and wers educational . institntions in the
sent to prieon, far Sounth sbell be opened to

This £3 lloenos waa one of the Negroes. It has just abolished
many grlevanoes whioh -Inspired all disorimination in restauranta
Gandhl to ‘take np the cause: of againet Negroes in Washington.
the Indians and wae roundly It has abolished its .separate
condemuped.in the Solomon Re- Negro regiments aud now admits
port of 1914, Negroes to the American army

Why, after all, sbould the In- 2 the pame terms es other
dians coneent to repatriation? As mencan\sv. “
Mr, Beard himeslf admlts, they The statement that the “Negro
are botter off in Natal than they distriot of Harlem anticipated by
would be if they returned to IN8DY years the parposes of the
India. When suggestions were Qroup Areas Aot” is espeolally
made that another place phonld Imisleading. Tt ia true that Har-
be found for them, the only lem is novs a Negro distriot, but
places proposed were unhealthy ;.qhm ariges from the fact that the
tropioal areas like British Galana = " €&r008, on the whole, prefer to
and snother tropleal colony in live smong their own people.
the Far Fast. Colopists are Lhere is no law compelling them
ueaally better off in the ocountry to live in .Harl.em. and here in
‘to whioh they emigrate than South Afrioa, if thera were no
their home-oountry whioh is, of. 1e&al digorimination with regard
oonrse, the reason why they to residence, the same thing
ohoosa to remove themmelves “Om1d happen.
from their homeland. Voluntary Segregation

To reiterate, the ancestors of Were commaunities left fres to
the greater number of the In- ohoose their own place of resi-
dians in Natal came here at the denoe, voluntary pegregation
direct invitation of the Natal wonld come into play and wonld
Government on the promise that to a large extent solve the prob-
they shonld be given the same lem. Itis the compulsion to live
rights as all other inhabitants of in one area only, and that gen-
the oountry—a promise whioh erally an area not pleasantly
Natal has notorionsly failed (o sitnmated and usnally devoid of
keop. Itehould be added that the ordinary amenities of light-
95 per osnt, of the Indians now ing, drainage, water sipply, eto,
living 1o Natal were born here that oauses such reseptment
and are, therefore, according to’ 8mong the Indisns in South
international law, nationals of Afrioa.

South Africa. As for India iteelf, Mr. Beard
. is, of oourse, right in saying that
Right To Vote it was ourzed by the oaste system,

Under this heading, Mr. Beard bat he omits to mention that the
quotes the case of Anstralia, but present Government of India Is
Australia deolded some years doing its best to put a stop to the
before the question of Indian oaete system, though it is, in
immigration Into Natal was rairsed view of the baockwardness and
that she would not sccept Indian illiteraoy and strong religious
immigrants because they would prejndices of many eeollons of
inevitably grow into a seeparate Indlane, 8 very diffienlt task.
oommunity, animated by differ- Mrs. Pandit, at one of the meet-
ent principles and ideals from ioge of the United Natione, waa
those of the mass of the inhabii~ able to point to the faot that s
ants. member of the delegation was

In Aunetralis, the White Inbour Dr. Ambedkar, who ocame from
polioy fs a reality, whereas in the pariah geotion of the Indian
Sonth Afrioa it is a eham. The Dation. Inshort, in Indla the
Australians-are willing to pay oaste eystem is, thongh slowly
the prioe for being 8 White com- and hesltatingly, on the way ont
munlty and are prepared to do and ig discouraged by the Gov-
their own meunlal -work, whereas ernment, whereas in Sonth Afrl
in-Soath Africs, the White labour o0a, the olete system s steadlly
polloy merely meana that all Inoreasing and s directly gpona
the better pald and egreeable sored by the aunthorities.
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Racial Diserimination

Mr Beard talks of the ‘“‘relse
tively mild and certainly harm-
less dlsorimination ensounntered
in their new homsaland” by the
Indlans. Allow me to draw his
attention to the followlng faots:

Indlans pay in Sonth Africa
the samse rates and taxes as Enro-
peans, but they are not provided
with sohools on the same lines
a3 FEuaropeans. For Earopesns
elementary education is free and
compuleory. For Indians, it is
not compulsory and the provi-
slon of Indian sohools is qnuite
inadequate. Alost of the schools
that are erected in Natal for
Indians are built by the Indians
themselves from their own funds
acd only when the school is com=
pleted and taken over by the
Eduocation Department, is a grant
of 50 per cent. for its cost repaid.

The situation with regard to
Indian primary edmoation is ¢o
gorions that the Natal Indlan
Tenchers® Society (Indian teach-
ers are pald lower salariea than
thelr European eolleagues) is
aotually taking steps to ralse a
special fund to provide Indlan
schools. Surely thia is a
glarlog instance of race dlsorimi-
nation?

It wonld take too long a time
to give ull detalles with regard to
. the varions examples of disori-
mlnntlon paolised sgainat In-
dlaos, but may I draw attention
to the fact that they are debarred
from fres entrance to the Unl-
versities, except Univessities of
Oapotown and the Witwatersrand,
while in Natal they are admitted
only to a segregated section,
They are debarred from all the
Ecropean Téchnlcal Qolleges In

the Unfon. They ars debarred
from all the libraries in the
Urlon,

Public Transport

In Natal and the Trnasvaal
they ara not sllowed, or sllow(d
only to s comparatively small
extent, and snbjeot to the ocon.
stant {nsults of the Karopean

. o>ndaetors, to use pablle trans-

port vehlcles. Oa the rallways
aad the rallway statloos they are
a'milarly treated. No Indlan can
qaslify In the Union a8 a phar-
miceutlcal chemlst, chariered
aocountant Or survoyer, nor oan
be get any employment as eo
¢njlneer or an archlteot.
gre, however, admitted to the
legal and medloal professions.
Are not all these lopatances of
rsola)l dlscrimlnation peonilariy
insulting to the many Iudlans of

_ oulture and edocatlon who reside

smong us?

As for poverty, bas Mr, Beard
read Professor Barrow's pamphlet
publlshed by the Rice Relations
1ostitote which showa that the
leve] of poverty among the 1n-
dlaos 13 very bigh? Tlas he
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atudied the fignred racently pub-
lished, sbowing that 85 per cent,
of Indian echool children are
undernourished?

Freedom From Fear

Mr. Beard Btates that the “In-
dians enjoy the same proteotion

“from the State as the Earopeans

do.” This is not the case. It is
traa that when the recent Durban
riots sgainst the Indiang became

serloug, some Indiana recelved.

polloe protection, and in the end,
to put down disordere, the Gov-
ernment was foroed to make uge
of military detachments. Bat it
is notorious that when the riots
began, the polles took very llttle
aotion, rnd the Bantn were en-
couraged by some of the Euro-
pean spectators,

Indians
are often gubjected to nanprovoked
attaoks. I know personally
several Indiane who have been
obliged to glve up living in out~
lying areas because it was im-
possible for them to yeach home
at night in safety. One Iodian
student of the M. L. Sallan
Technical Oollege was attacked
by a gang of Nalivs hooligans on
the outskirte of the College,
stripped of all his clothes sxocept
his shirt, and had to be conveyed
home in the Prinoipal’s ocar.

I agree that the Indians do
enjoy freedom of speech, though
the operation of the anti.Com-
munism Act is depriving many
of their leaders of the right to
address public meetings. They
also enjoy freedom of religioon,
but their religious leaders are
not granted the status of mar-
riage officers, and therefore be-
sides the religious service, all
Indiaos must also go through
n civil ceremony of marriage—a
condition that is not required
from Europesans.

In conclusion, I submit that
Mz, Beard's asticle is misinform-
ed on many esgential points and
employs besides a tone of 1neer=
ing superiority to the Indians
which is unjustified aod barm-
ful to tha susceptibilities aof the
people with whom hs is dealing,

“Face Facts”

The article entitled ''Treat-
ment of Indians in South Africa’”
by Mr. Trederick G, Beard in
the ‘Natal Mercury’ of July 8
attracted oy attention. It did
10 not only because of Mr,
Beard’s high educationnl quali-
ficalions but also becauso of the
mention made that ho waa
formerly Senior Administeative
Officer in tha UN Secretariat,
I was expecting o very objective
treatment of this issue, How-
ever on reading it I Ielt sadly
disillusioned.

Mr, Beatd relets to Ceylon
disfranchisiog nearly 999,009

roundabout Durban
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Indians under the Citizenship
Actof 71948, It is not quite
that, The Citizenship Act pro-
vides certain residential quali-
fications for acquisition of
Ceylonese citizenship and these
qualifications are admittedly
harsh, Because of that a large
number o! Indians domjeiled in
Ceylon do not qualify for citi-
zenship, but those who do
qualify bave full citizenship
rightsincluding franchise, There

is .no discriminntion against’

Ceylonese citizeas of Indian
origin of any kind whatsoever.
According to the Prime Mipister

of Ceylon 400,000 actually
qualify for the citizeoship. The
question of further relaxing

the qualifications for citizen-
ship is under discussion between
India and Ceylon and it is ex.
pected that an amicable settle-
ment will be reached very
shortly. The position in South
Africa is not at all comparabls
as over go per cent. of the
Indians of South Africa were
born in this country and are
legally citizebs of this couofry.
But in spite of being citizens
they are denied the franchise
and other normal rights of citi-
zens on the basis of colour
aloge.

Mr, Beard also refers to
Australia and its ‘White Aus-
tralia’ policy., Ausiralia does
not admit non-white settlers.
But po ons has asked Bouth
Africa to admit spon-white
sattlers. What is asked is that
the noo-white citizens of South
Africa shonld be given their
pormal rights, Mr, Beard also
relors to racial discrimination
agaipst Negroes in USA. But
does the Government of that
country defend racial discrimi-
pation? 1s it not that discrimi-
nation i3 being deemed as an
evil thing by the US Govern-
ment which is taking activa
steps to minimise snd abolish
it. On the other hand, in what
direction is South Afrien mov-
ing? Isit not that day by day
South Aftica goes on enlorcing
more and more measures deny-
iog buman rights and opportu-
nities for progresa and develop-
ment to noo.white peoples of
South Alrica?

M¢. Beard also talks of the
depressed classes ol India. No
one regrets’ more than the
people of India the disabilities
suffered in the past by these
claszes, They are anxious {o
upli t them and special legis-
lative and other measuses have
been taken for that purpose.
Specinl senls aro reserved for
them in the legislntures Provi-
sion is made for reservation lor
tbem of government jobs in the
highest setvices, and even certain
requirements such as age limils
are relaxed in their favour so

-the Europeans.
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that they may come up to the
level of the population quickly,
The problem is too big to be
solved in a day, particularly
because India faces grave probe
lems in the development of the
resources quicRly but already
the status of these persons has
changed , and all avenues of
advancement are open to them,
Some of them mre even Minis.
ters in the Ceastral aad Provin.
cial Cabinets, What is happen.
ing in South Africa s that
whatever little rights tha none.
whites passess ‘are being taden
away from them and Iegmmala
agitation oa their part is bnn-
ned,

Mr. Beard has given some
figures of trading licences foc
Indiaus in Durban. Accordisg
to him, Indians possess practical.
ly as many licences as Eurc-
peans. Trading activities al-
woys show the prosperity of a
community and if one is to go
by the figures given by him
one should assume that Indians
of Durban are as prosperous as
But is that a
fact? The {allacy lies in this
that these licences do not show
the number of business estab.
lishments, A large number ol
the licenceholders among In.
dians are merely hawkers: Also
an Indian shopReeper selling a
few odd thiags like vagetables,
sweets, cool drinks has to obtain
licences for each line, An ordi-
nary small shop may have as
raany as five or six licences. Oa
the other hand, Europsan busi-
ness houses are substantlsl
eatablishments. And then M.
Beard also forgets that there s
hardly any ofher lucrative
avenue open to the Indian come
munity.

Mr, Beard talks of Indian
properties in Durban, but a
there not plans now under the
Group Areas Act to dispossess
them of those properties and
practically drive them out of
Durban, Mec Beard slaims that
Indians have freedom of speech,
but is it not common knowledgs
that no public meeting can be,
held auywh:r: in Durban whh-
out the permission of the City
Council and that permission is
consistently being refused? Are
not the important Indian leaders
banned from attending public
meetings?

It is being constantly pointed
out why do not Indians go back
to India and Mr, Beard also asks
the same question, Thia raises
the counter question—why ‘do
the Englishmen not go back to
England? Englishmen who have
come to South Africa have be-
come South Afcicans, They are
acclamatised to thia country, Tney
have develaped vested Interesty
in  this’ countey and therefore
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they would be reluctant to leave
this country, in spite of the fact
that conditions in Eangland are
not too bad, In fact the entire
repressive policy of the Govern-
ment in this country is justified
on the basis of fear that if the
non-Europeans are given normal
rights they might throw out the
Europeans from this countsy.
The Europeans wnnt to stick to
this rountry at any cost. Simi-
latly Indians who have settled
in this country have become
South Africans, They know no
other country and are reluctant
to leave this country, The Euro-
pean, who is himself a settler
and not an aborigin, has no
right to demand that Indians
ahould leave this country.

Mr. Beard offers no aposlogy
for discrimination against Indians
and other non-Whites, but tries
to justify it merely becauise some
racial discrimination exists else-
where. Racial discrimination is
frowned upon everywhere except

in South Africa and certain other’

parts of Africa and steps are
being taken to eradicate it, The
most vital issue before South
Alfrica is whether it will continue
to persist in its present direction
and create forces ithin and
without which it will have soon
to contend with or whether it will
accept the principles of human
rights and - earnestly set about
putting its house in order on
that basis. If obe examines con-
ditifons in any country there will
always be something to pick out
which is not so good. Similarly
there is something wrong with
White South Africa too and it is
not that which makes it unpopular
with the world, but its declared
determination to continlie on the
wrong path with even greater
vigour and try to perpetuate
white domination to the denial of
human rights to non-whites,

Frederick G. Beard

May I ke permitted to reply
to Dr, Mabel Palmer’s rather
severe strictures aneat my
article on the treatment of In-
dians in Scuth Africa?

At the outset, although Dr,
Talmer starts off by declaring
thal the article is “siogularly
misinformed” and finishes up
saying that it is “misinformed
on many essential points?—
I count three instance of “It ig
true but...,” one instance of
“Mr. Beard is rignt in say-
iog...,” and two instances of
“l agree that...”’

My article, therefore, does
not appear to be the mass of
misinformation that Dr, Palmer
would have us believe, I can-
not, of courae, reply to gll the

~
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submissions and contentions
put forward by Dr, Palmer (her
criticisms are more lengthy
than my articlel} but there are
several statements that I cannot
leave unchallenged.

Hofmeyr Pamphlet

Firstly, I am {fully aware of
the bistory of Indian immigra-
tion to.tbis country (the late
J. H, Holmeyr, inter alia, wrote
r most informative pamphlet
hereon) but my article speals
of “successive Governments in
India indicates that these
pegotintions were conducted
by two completely autonomous
States—whereas Natal was &
Crown Colony in those days
and India was ruled by the
British Raj,

The negotiations were thus,
in effect, inter-departments be.
tween the Colonia! Office of.the
British Government. Imagine
the reaction of Sir Roy Welen-
sky if the now autonomous
Northern Rhodesian Govern-
ment (within the new Central
African Federation) was held
responsible for the actions of
the Colonial Office in Northern
Rhodesia since the Victorian
era}

~

Harlem Position

Secondly, I am surprised at
Dr. Palmer’s blunt assertion’
that my statement regarding
the Negro district of Herlem
is “especially misleading,” and
that; in fact, the Negroes perfer
to live among their own people.
Let me hesten to assure her
—as one who has lived in New
York and taken a Reen interest
in the problem—that the Neg-.
roes are herded together in
Herlem, not because they perfer
living together, but because of
a &ystem of residential dis-
crimination which outstrips
anything in this country,

Even in the poor districts of )

Brooklyn and the Bronx where
millions of Whites live jn
tenemepts—I understand that
any landlord letting to a Negro
will lose his other tepants im-
mediately add that his rooms

or flats will be boycotted until .

the Negro has’ been ejected.
In any case, landlords Enew
that their propesties would suffer
an immediate slump in value if
they let to Negroes. While
there is no law compelling
Negroes ta live in Harlem, in
fact, the Negro—according to
law-—enjoys full equality with
the Whites—I make bold to
say that our Group AreasAct
is 2 much more honest approach
to this problem,

Education

Ti:itdly, Dr. ' Palmer siﬁtes
that, as the Indians pay the
same taxes a§ the Europeans,

they ara entitled to the same
educational facilities for their
children, They certainly pay
the came rates of tax but, for
reasons which I do not propose
to dilate upon, their contribu-
tions to the State coffers are
considerably less (in propor-
tion) than those of the Euro-
peans. Bearing in mind that
the Indian children here in
Durban outnumber the Euro-
pean children by more than two
to one, is it seriously contended
that they are entitled to the
same educational facilities ie
this city?

Finally, my article was writ-
ten a9 factual rebuttal of India’s
charge at the United Nations
that the Indians in South Africa
aro oppressed and as an appeal
to the Indians to think twice
before further antagonising the
Government and the bulk of the
Europeans by submitting evid-
ence claiming to be oppressed
to U.N. Commission op Racial
Discrimination. My dictionary
defines oppression as “governing
tyrannically” or “subject to
continual cruelty,” and I reite-
rate that the harmless social
discrimination which the In-
dians encounter in South Africa
(and which, let me addfthey
would encounter not only in
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othier White countries but in
India itself) connot by any
stretch of imagination be termed
tyrannical gouernment or con-
tinual cruelty,

New Building Of Madressa
Anjuman Islam

The opening of the new build-
ing in 35/37 Leopold Street,
Durban, of the Madressa Anju-
man Islam Trust was pecformed
by Mr. C. HMurray Booysen,
Director of Education, in the
presence of a large and distin-
guished gathering on Saturday,
August 8, The magnificent build-
ing contains a hall named after
the late Mr. A. I. Kajee, a library
named after the late Mr, E. M.
Paruk, eleven class rooms and an
open space on the grouad floor

and the roof for the school
children to play, Inspiring
speeches were made by Mr,

Booysen, Mr, Natress, Principal
of the Sultan Technical College,
Mr, Mtimkuly, Principal of the
QOhlange Institute and others.
Tea and refreshments were served
to all those present after the
function.

affect business men;

3_65, Struben Street,

]

a—

ABOO BAKER ISMAIL

QUALIFIED BOOK-KEEPER,
SECRETARY, AGENT.

Accounts of every description prepared,
Boolks written up,

Statement of Affairs, Balance Sheets and
Income Tax Returns completed.

All types of office work undertaken.

Consultant and adviser on the many' laws that
i.e. Mercantile . Law,

Country clients given special attention,
Extra Staff employed to attend country clients only,
Without obligation on your part drop me a post card
for further informatien and enlightecnment,

(Between Prinsloo & Du Toit Streets.)

 PRETORIA

Residence next'to offlce, at 367, Struben Street,
Residence 'Phone: 2-5548,

etc.

Phone 2-5548.
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LATEST MATERIALS!

SAREES!

BABY WEAR!

DOUBLE BORDER PAISLEY
CREPE-DE-CHINE 45" 5/6 yd.

EMBOSS GEORGLTTES
all shades 457 106 yd.

OPAL GEORGETTES ;
- 45" all shades 12/6 yd.

YELVLCT CHENILE
GEORGLTTES 457

15/6 yd.

EMBROIDERED GEORGETTE
SAREES.
all shades £3/15/0 each.

WHITE COTTON SAREES
22/6 ench.

GEORGETIE JARI WORK
SAREES £5-10-D.

EMBROIDERED SUEDE SILE
SAREES with borders 63/~ each.

44" PRINTED GLORGETIL
Spot & Floral Designs 457 4’11 yd.

43" COLOURED GLORGETTES
4/11 yd.

CHANIPALS!
Ladfes Latest Plastic Champals
all shades slzes 3107 16/6 palr.

Colours: Green, White, Red,
Brown, Bluc and Wine.

LADIES UNDIES

Hauge range of SLIPS, NIGHTIES,
PANTIES, BLOOMERS ete.
Now uppacked,

R DS ME W ML

Sarce Borders, Jari Trimmings
Alvays In Stock.

"CHANMIPALS

Lagdles Leath¢r Champals
Slze 3to 7 11/9 palr.

SYmEMARAEEpANEARANEEDGn ooy

IR Y YA RSREN NSNS NN AR ER N LN

INFANTS KNITTED WOOL
SHAWLS 17/6 to 30/ each.

INFANTS COT BLANKETS
Pink & Blue 6/3 & 12/6 each.

INFANTS GEORGETTE
DRESSES SMOCKED
18/11 each.

"INFANTS BOOTIES, BONNETS,
BIBS, PILCHERS,
all one price 211 each.

HOUSE - HOLD
Bedsheets 15/6 to 25/- each.

Pillow Cases plain 3/6 each.

Pillow Cases Embrofdered
4/11 each.

Towels from 2/11 to 15/6 each,

Table cloths & Satin Bedspreads
at Reduced Prices.

MENS & BOYS
SHIRTS, PYJAMAS, SOCKS,
TIES, HANDEERCHIEFS Etc.

- Speclally reduced.

JAYBEE SILK HOUSE

39a MARKET STREET,

P, O. Box 5169.

JOHANNESBURG. Phone 33-6229.
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% make for contented and happy hving,..and Sunbeam pivesa
D D brighter, mare lxsting shine! With such case a bk Sunbeam
. ; . spreads aver a Lirge avea, quickly giving a lasting shine 1o
2 floors and furniture.
\l( is exsier to work with, shines brighter, lxs longcrl)
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By JULIUS LEWIN

INDIAN OPINION
THE RISE OF CONGRESS IN SOUTH AFRICA

(Rc'printul from ‘The Political Quarterly’, London)

[

Conlinued from lasl week

FEW months later Smuts lost

the election to the Nationalists
After another quarrel with the
Couacil, the new Government did
not allow it to meet again and
finally abolished it, Dr. Moroka
and Professor Matthews having
already resporded to Congress
pressure by resigning from it.

The Nationalists lost no time
in proceeding”™ with a different
palicy not only towards Africans,
but towards all non-Europeans.
It did not take long for Dr. Malan
to begin to pass into law the policy
he bad preached in opposition.
This policy of apartheid has been
expounded and analysed to such
an extent that it is not necessary
to describle it here. It may, how-
ever, be recorded that it is In-
dians and Coloured people who
bave borne the main brunt of the
attack, First came the Act pro-
hibiting marriage between white
and any non-white, It was fol-
lowed by the Act making it a
serious crime for white and any
non-white to have sexual inter-
course. Then the group areas
Act made probable the uprooting
of pon-white traders and residents
in urban and peri-urban areas
where mapy of them and their
fathers had worked and lived for
generations, In a word, Indians
and Coloured pecple were to be
degraded to the status that Afri-
cane had long suffered,

No more effective method could
bave been designed to bring to-
gethber in political unity the three
communities that the Government
insisted were separate racial en-
tities, each with a distant social
life and cultural tradition of its
own. True, the large Cape Col-
oured population remained large-
ly unaffected by the spirit thas
began to animate Africans and
Indians. As a community, the
Coloured people had long been
Leaderless, Its middle class men
are nearly all teachers dependent
on posts in Government service
.arqg lacking the independence of
the business and professional men

who lead the other racial groups,

The South African Indians,
however, wete more than réady
to make common cause with the
Africans. This they had de-
monstrated eatly in 1949 when
Dirban was disgraced by one of
the very worst race riots in the
modern history of the world. The
Zulus of the city and jts environs
had suddenly run amok and killed
and wounded hundreds of inno-
cent Indians and looted their
shops dfid houses, while the white
authorities, slow to grasp the
situation, failed for some time to

curb the pogrom, With barely

concealed satisfaction, the Na-
tionalists  hailed this terrible
tragedy as proof positive of

their favourite theory of inevitable
racial antagonism between differ-
ent groups.  What they, in com-
mon with nearly all white people,
failed to appreciate, was the in-
stant and remarkable mapna-
nimity and political wisdom dis-
played by Indians aftet that dread~
ful outburst against them, Pluck-
ing resentment and hatred from
their hearts, the Indian leaders
witbout delay held out the hand
of inter-racial fellowship and the
African leaders grasped it without
hesitation, So far from moving
further apart to sulk in enmity or
to yield to despair, both groups
renewed and redoubled their
efforts to make common cause
against their common enemy,.an
oppressive Government whose
policies led to rdce riots,

The Indians had every teason
to realize the necessity for sup-
porting the Africans, Theit poli-
tical status and economic op-
portunities bad also gone from
bad to worse. First Hertzog in
1939, then Smuts in 1943 and
again in 1946 had got Parliament
to tighten the screws that sup-
ported the barriers to their natural
progress, ‘Trading rights and re-
sidential sites that had been -held
for over half a century were at-
tacked in a series of steady blows,
both in Natal and in the Trans-
vaal, 3

A better organised and efficient-
ly managed body, the South Afri-
can Indian Congress, had, since
its inception in 1926, weathered
the internal storms similar to, and
sometimes worse than, those that
had impeded the growth of the
African National Congress, The
respectable Indian merchants re-
presented a type of mind that was
always anxious to moderate its
claims in the face of a hostile"
Government. Isolated and with--
out allies in the Union, Indians
were unable to evoke even the
limited degree of sympathy some--
time shown Africans in subjec-'
tion. Nor are Indians numerous .
enough, . or economically strong
enough, to influence the Gov-
ernment by their own unaided
pressure, In partnership with the
African National' Congress, how-
ever, they can materially help ‘to
produce a very different situation,
Feor Indians bring to a joint move-
ment a riper experience of affairs,
a superior capacity for organisa-
tien, and a more sophisticated
outleok generally—the very ele-
ments required to make a move-

ment of resistance into a force no
Government can safely ignore,
The Indians also brought some-
thing else of incomparable effect,
They brought a knowledge of the
technique and immense value of
passive resistance. It was in
South Africa before the Union
that Mahatma Gandhi was first
inspired to employ this new poli-
tical weapon. Gandhispent twenty
years in Natal and the Transvaal
where he first encountered the
realities of racial oppression. It
was here that he devised and
practised the technique of non-
violent non-co-operation. The
firat generation of South African
Indians bkad been invited and
welcomed to the country. Their
children remained to suffer dis-
abilities—legal, political, econo-
mic, and social—that were severe
ffty years ago, even if they seem
mild by comparison with those
put upou all Indians since then.
For instance, the entry of Indian
immigrants was hampered even
when they came to join their
relatives, and a special tax was
imposed on those who entered.
Indians were prevented from
living where they liked or buying

property where they pleased; and =

they were subjected to a degrading
system of registration, Against
these and other hardships, Gandhi
had organised protests. He strove
by every means in his power to
persuade the authorities to rectify
obvious grievances, Patiently he
had negotiated with Smuts and
honourably he had sought to com-
promise on his people’s claims.
But having no franchise, the In-
dians lacked the normal instru-
ment for _ political bargaining.
Having no representation in the
legislature, they lacked the normal
means to express their opinions
or to prbtect their interests, let
alone to make the white electorate
aware of their burning sense of
the injustices they suffered.

In these circumstances, the
novel idea of passive resittance
against unjust laws came as an
inspiration. Tts full significance
bas since been the subject of
much study by many scholars,
Here it is enough to recall that in
the Union’s early ‘years, satya-
graha | achieved results when
nothing “ else did. The Ibdian
Relief Act of 1914 lifted -from
Indians their worst 'disabiliti?s,
and Gandhi sailed’ away: from
South Africa to conguer fresh
and larger fields and to win the
admiration of the world by the
methods of his conquest.

Those who understand the
lessons of history might have
foreseén that the time would
come when* Indians in South
Africa would revive the spirit and
technique of satyagraha. Indeed,
in 1939 Jan H. Hofmeyr, re-
mogstrated with Smuts’ party
against

"atate

the anti-Indian law it

L] |

framed in that year, watned it
that Indians might be provoked
to passive resistance. Before long,
Dr. Y. M, Dadoo, the leader of
the uncompromising radical wing
in the South African Indian Con-
gress, was actually advocating the
use of passive resistance. How-
ever, he and his adherents re-
mained a mivority for years]
while the so-called ““moderates’’
sought, by appeals to reason or to
law courts, to secure some modi-
fication of fresh legislation. Their
efforts were of little avail. An
with the Africans, successive Gov-
ernments seemed determined 1o
teach Indians the folly and futility
of relying on reason, By the time
the second world war had ended,
the Indian Congress bad elected
Dr, Dadoo its leader. In 1946
the newest anti-Indian laws were
resisted in Natal by non-violent
non-co-operation.  Neatly two
thousand Indians and a few white
people, led by the Rev. Michael
Scott, were put in prison,

Meanwhile, events in the great
world beyond South Africa were
moving in a new direction.
Thanks to the leadership of the
greater Indian National Congress
and inspiration of Mahbatma
Gandhi, India became a free
Tazaking the Charter of the
United Nations at its full value,
India soon embarrassed one of its
authors, Smuts, by raising in its
forum and in the hearing of the
whole world. the question of the
treatment of Indians in the
Union. At one session after
another the subject was debated
to the disadvantage of South
Africa, By 1952 the larger ques-
tion of apartheid as a policy was
itself under discussion and set for
further inquiry,

Indians and Africans in the
Union were encouraged " by the
sympathy that their cause evoked
abroad and by the dismay that
the effects of world publicity pro-
duced in the dominant race at
home. The second world war
had been fought to overthrow
the greatest racial tyranny in
human history, One of its major
effects was to produce z new
awareness all the world over, and
not least in South Africa, of the
evils of racialism. This bred in
those most affected by the blight
a new determination to resizt it in
every shape and form. Moreover,
racial discrimination was con-
demned repeatedly and in various
ways by the United Nations. It

. became wholly unacceptable, how-

ever it might be disguised, to
men conscious of 2 newfreedom
awaiting those who demanded it
with their old dignity supported
by new contemporary forces,
Partly under the pressure of
these forces, dependent status had
been ended “in half-a-dozen or
more Astan and Arab countries.
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Even in the colonial dependencies
that remained, nearly all in Africa,
political rights had been notice-
ably extended during the war and
post-war period. Alone among
the states of the world, South
Afriea had in this same period
chosen to curtail old rights and
to impose new wrongs on the
majority of her people.

It was in this changing climate
of world opinion that the Con-
gress mavement of the non-whites
in the Union at last'came of age.
‘The pursuit by the Malan Gov-
ernment of its vicious policies
soon applied any sharper spur
that may have been necessary,
To make matters worse, European
opinion had failed to support Jan
Hofmeyr in his efforts to make a
mild liberalism an effective poli-
tical force. Indeed, the United
party never showed real opposi-
tion to the Nationalists, Accord-
ingly, an alternative policy to
apartheid was never seriously put
before the eclectorate. The ten-
sion of race relations grew steadily
worse. In this situation one of
the early casualiies was the group
of white liberals who had ever
since tbe Union tended, in one
way or another, to act as the
spokesran of African opinion.
Under the Native Representation
Act of 1936. seven seats were
provided in Parliament for this
type of white liberal. In its early
years this form of representation
bad worked well enough, thanks
largely to the fact that Europeans
of unusual abilit and character
—notably Rheinallt Jones, Edgar
Brookes, Donald Molteno! and
Margaret Ballinger—came forward
to fill those seats.  Of these only
Mes. Ballinger remained in Par-
Yament by 1953. The deep
change that took place in the
minds of Africans had become
visible in their attitude to this
representation of black interests
by white spokesmen. By 1950, if
not before, Africans had lost all
confidence in white hiberal leader-
ship and in the restrained and
moderate policies which it pre-
sented in the face of the formid-
able challenge of the Nationalists.

Alone among the white mem-
bers of Parliament elected by
Afticans, Sam Kahn, an avowed
comtunist, retained the warm
support of an overwhelming
majority of his constituents until
pot they, but the Government,
deprived bim, in May 1952, of
the seat he bad won. This sup-
port was, however, not due to his
communist outlook, but to his
unfinching advocacy of equal
rights, regardless of race, for all
in South Alrica, and his courage-

ous denunciatian of racialism ia
It should be em-

every form.
phasised that Africans looked on
him as their chbampion, not on
comunism a3 theic cause. So
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much was common knowledge in
the Cape, and it was confirmed
by the evidence put before the
parliamentary Select Cominittee
whose revealing Report (S.C. 6 of
1951) by the majority Nationalist
vote, recommended Mr., Kahn's
expulsion from the House of
Assembly, Even the Esglish
daily papers, by no means toler-
ant of anything savouriog of rom-
munism, could scarce forbear to
cheer Mr, Kahn's performance
during his three yeass (1949-1952)
in parliament.

‘There was, indeed, no good
reason why Africans should anoy
longer be content with white
spokesmen, These had always
beld a difficult and peculiar posi-
tiop, in which they found them-
selves facing an unsympathetic
European audience as often as a
critical African audience, Unless,
like Mr. Khan, they abandoned
all attempts to convert white
opinion by a process of persua-
sion, a subtle change inevitably
occurred in their function, They
began to expound and explain, if
not defend, most aspects of white
policy to Africans rather than to
express African opinion to Euro-
peans.,

The Indians bad in 1946 re-
jected a similar form of communal
parliamentary representation by
Europeans enacted for them by
Smuts, but withdrawn by Dr,
Malan as soon as he tock office.
There were soon growing indica-
tions that Africans and Indians
alike had come to regard with
nothing but contempt the futile
cfforts made on their behalf by
white liberals,

The term liberal has, of course,
a variety of connotations. To the
Nationatists it is a word of abuse
only a little weaker than “com.
munist.” Even in the ranks of
the United party, mild liberals
are unwelcome and their exertions
nullified by vigilant party man-
agers. Fcom the white electorate,
therefore, there has not come
the alightest encouragement to
Afticans and Indians to moderate
their demands,
patient courses, or to restrain
themselves and ask for only half
a loaf when pressed by their
hungry followers. It has, on the
contrary, been made clear that
there is no real hope of political

progress, however gradual, for
nen-Europeans,

{ To be Continued)
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