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EVERYMAN’'S RIGHT TO LIFE ABUNDANT

PRACTICES BELONC
TO BARBARIC ACES

OOMMENT ING on the withdrawal of the Union from the Common

wealth “*The South African Qutlook,” a journal dealing with mis-
sionary and racial affgirs, writes that this step is “the natural fruit of
the policies espoused by the Nationalist Government in the last thirteen
years”'  After lifting a number of actions of the Government the journal
adds: “These and many other similar practices are not weapons to be
employed by a modern and professedly Christian state, They belong to
past barbaric ages."

The journal comments: Government will begin to see the

GAOLED LEADER
CONVINCED OF
FINAL TRIUMPH

R. Robert M. Sobukwe, the leader of the now banned PAC who

is serving a three year term of imprisonment is, in his own
words, convinced of “the ultimate triumph of our cause, because it is
a just cause.”” Mz, Matthew Nkoana, who until recently was in (he
same prison as Mr Sobukwe and bas now been released made this
statement jn the course of a report in the pon racial fortnighily,
*Contact.”  According to Mr. Nkoanz, the leader of the now banped
PAC says: “While we are fighting for the vindication of every man's
right to life abundant those who oppress us are fighting in defence of
greed and baaskap arrogance. We bave a stronp intellectual and moral

To hold so temaciously to a
policy of apartheid against the
convictions of virtually lhg‘ whole
world is not statesmanship: it i3
crassobstinacy, Few Govetnments
¢an have so deserved to bave
addressed to them the words of
Cromwell, “I beseech you, in the
bowles of Christ, to consider it
possible yeu may be mistaken.”
The manner iv whick the Govern-
ment has trampled on the rights
and semtiments of the English-
speaking section has betrayed the
ruthlessness that can only proveke
bitterness and tesentment. To
deny even to the most highly edu.
cated Non-Europear a place at
the ballot-box governing the elec.
tion of the country’s rulers; to
ban for reasons unstated those
who have raised their voices
against govecnment policies and
50 to prevent them taking part in
the public life of their people, for
years at a time; to banish without
trial to some desert place those
who have questioned goverament
actions, and by deing g0 to de.
ptive them of the mezns of sup.
porting thely families; to keep on
trial for years and 5o to reduce lo
poverty those who were alleged
to have been guilty of treasonable
ution—these and many other
‘fimilar practices are not the
weapons to be employed by a
modern and professedly Christian
State. They belong to past, bar.
batic ages, We trust that the
many who have hitherlo been

" -supporters of the Goverament
and who have been protesting
lately at the Government's met-
bods aad intramsigence, will pro.
‘test still mote strongly, and that
they will be joined by such hests
‘of others that even the present

light and pause io its tracks. Ic
will be the duty of patriotic men
to pray and work for a return to
#anity, so that there may be
ushered in a new day which will
open the path for South Africa to
regain ils place among the naijons
and a5 a member of the Common-
wealth,

case. They have ultimately to rely on brute force,””

Mr, Sobukwe continues:

“We have a strong intellectual
and moral case, They bave none.
Ultimately they rely on pure brute
force. .

“Wé can justifiably look upon
ourselves as the champions of

COMMUNISTS CRITICISE ALL-INDIA

RADIO

A.LR. NOT TO BE
PUBLIC BODY

(“Indian Opinion" India Service )

NEW DELHI, (By Mail)

HE Rajya Sabba rejected a Communist member's resolution call-
ing for a review of the werking of All-India Radio by a Par.

liamentaty Committes after the Minister for Information and Broad-
casting, Dr. B. V, Keskar, bad rejected opposition eharges of “‘poli«
tical bias” in A.iR.' news coverage. Dr. Keskar turned down the
demand from some members for converting A.LR. into a public cor~
poration and said that it was neither a practical proposition nor was
it more advantageous than Lhe existing set up. He pointed out that
parliamentary control over the workiog of A.L.R. would diminish and
become less effecive if it weee to pass into the kaods of an inde-

peadent body.

The Minister, however, assured
the House that he would copsider
the suggestion of Mr. A. D. Mani
an independent member, to ex.
pand A R.'s programme or othes
Advisory Committees in which
patticipation of cultural and other
interests would be of help. He
also indicated the possibility of
having separate bulletins for the
coverage of parliamentary pro.
ceedings in greater detail,

Mr, Bhupesh Gupta (Com,—
West Bengal), who had moved the
resolution, charped Government

with using AJLR. as *an instry-
ment of Congress propaganda
He also liated certain instances of
“favouritism, nepotism and cor-
ruption” in the administration of
ALR, stations,

Dr. Keskar gave the number of
news items in respect of each
party broadcast over 2 period to
show that the selection of items
was bazed on news value and not
on party considerations,

In the four and a half-hour des
bate on the reselution in which

(Continued in next column)

mankind, because our aim is Yo
restore to and preserve for mane
kind the best in buman cjviliza-
tion—and we wuse the term

,'buman’ advisedly, for we don't

subscribe to the view that civili-
zation is the proud possession of
any patticular group of people or
any particular part of the globe.

“We are sure to win because
right must triumph over might,
freedom over serfdom.  We are
sure to win because the lessons
of history ate that thore who are
fighting in a struggle such as our
owa are assured of victory,

“Finally, we are sure to win
because the whole continent is
with us,"

SOVIET AIRCRAFT
FOR INDIA

NEW DELHI, (By Mail)
'THE Defence Minister, Mr, V,
K, Krishaa Menon, told Mr,
Dabyabhai Patel in the Rijya
Sabba that Indian Air Foree
pilots were now under training in
the Soviet Union for flying the
aircraft purchased from that
country.

(Continued from previous  column)

all aspects of AIR’s workiné
came up for review, Congress
members praised A LR 's role in
promoting classical musie, eyl
tural integration and matiopal
unity, Some of them also com-.
plimented the News Division for
maintaining “'a high standard of
independence and iotegrity” in
fiews presentation,
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Empty Accusations

HEN he withdrew his application for South
W Africa's membership of the Commonwealth
after it became a republic, Dr. Verwoerd ac-
cused those who had condemned Apartheid of being dis-
honest in that they practised discrimination in their own
countries but conveniently turned a blind eye to it. Since
then he has regularly referred to the discrimination prac-
tised in India and the African countries. During the
week Mr. Eric Louw, South Africa's blundering apologist
whose stat now seems to be setting, spent a great deal
of time in Parliament drawing attention to the discrimina-
tion practised by the Australians and Canadians and, of
course, India. That there is discrimination in Canada,
Australia and India there is no doubt but this discrimina-
tion can in no way be equated with Apartheid. Canada
and Australia do not have any non-White population
groups of naticeable proportions, There are certainly no
laws of the Apartheid-type in these countries, No com-
parison whatsoever can be made between the needs: of
the aborigines in both these countries and the non- Whites
in South Africa. We are, however, not so much concern-
ed with discrimination in these two countries as we are
with the allegations made against India.

When Dr, Verwoerd and Mr. Eric Louw charge India
with discriminating between peoples they no doubt have
in mind India's caste system and the more recent problem
of the rights of the Moslem minority in that country, The
caste system is certainly a very lieavy weight on the con-
science of India but ever since the country became inde-
pendent she has taken very vigorous steps.to eradicate
the system. Laws have been enacted with the object of
eliminating this feature from Indian life. It must, how-
ever, be remembered that under British rule the caste
system was manipulated to scrve the ends of the alien
ruler so for almost two hundred years of the existence of
the caste system the British must bear the blame, " Even
while the British were ruling India many Indians, out.
standing among them Mahatma Gandhi, spoke and acted
against the system, While Gandhi is remembered as the
liberator of his country it must not be forgotten that he
organised a mighty crusade almost single-handed against
Ilindu orthodoxy in his fight for the overthrow of the
caste system. As soon as India became independent it
enacted laws against the evils of the system and it can be
honestly claimed that in thirteen years of independence
India has made colossal strides-in the abolition of the
evils of caste. It must also be conceded that a system
that has existed for thousands of years cannot be eradj.
cated overnight.  There are today no statutory sup-
ports for the caste system, The. evils of the caste

{ Continned on next page)

SANTINIKETAN
AND SEVAGRAM

By GURDIAL MALLIK

=Editor 1,0,

The following essay is takén from a booklet entitled
“Gandhi and Tagore,”” The booklet is printed and pub-
lished by the Navjivan Press, Ahmedabad, India, In the
preface author states that he has made a humble attempt
“to suggest some kind of an outline of values and views,
Common or complementary in the life and work of Gandhi.
ji and Gurudeva Rabindranath Tagore, respectively.'

s

HE idealism and aspirations
of modern Iundia, broadly speak.
ing, are summed up in twe sym
bols: Santiniketan and Sevagtam,
Both these institutions came into
being as a protest against the lates
nineteenth-century values of the
West: individualism, industrial.
ism and imperialism, more patti-
cularly as these were reflected in
the systems of administration and
education, introduced in- thic
country,

San'iniketan rose Minerva like
from the head of a poet For,
the very first day on which
Rabindrapath Tagore sat down in
a sal avecue to be a playmate to
three little children, during the
whole gamut of their youthful
growth, in the presence of Nature
and their neighbours—tbe pri-

mitive people, the childten of the -

human race—be presented o the
prefessional schooimaster an ideo-
lopy in instruction, which had on
it the stamp of synthesis.

Sevagram, or its predecessors,
~Phoenix Ashram in South
Africa, orr Sabarmati,—on the
other hand was built brick on
brick by an artisan, who held
honest manual labour ax.the
primary principle of human exist-
ence, knowing, as he did by faith,
that ssch labour gives both digaity
and depth to man,

The poet had a vision of the
openess of all life and this he
aimed at implementing in his
forest hermitage, albeit adapted
to changed conditions. Whatever
stood in the way of the evolution
of the, inherent sense of unity,
which dwells in the heartof every
man, was therefore, eliminated
through  study, self-discipline,
service and song, .

The ploughman,.as Gandhiji
may well be metaphorically called,
with his philosophy, at once prag-
matic and practical, of “One step
enough for me,” began with a
conscious cultivation of every
attribute, which would aid him in
effacing his cgo gradually till he
touched what is commen to all,

In short, the mqu'f of ene was

myaticism. while that of the other
was asceticism, :

And it is obvious-that in the-
arduous lask of regeneration. .
whether individual or collective,
both these views and ways of- life.
are absolutely necessary. For,
we need liberly as well as law,
vision a5 well as virtue, the watehe
tower as well as the workahap.

- The mystic is like the fower
which grows in suashine and jn
shower.  Therefore, he accepis
everything, he rejects wothing.
He iz a kind of 2 witness to. the
ever-unfolding pageant of life, ,

. The ascetic, o the other ’baad.
is a sort of a servant who gervitn
and scours one by onme-the pots
and pans of the scullety till each
one of them shines, Or he is a -
wartior, who struggles at cvery
step to gonearer to the poal of
his heart’s desire or his soul’s
dream

The impact of the jntellectual
ethos of England, though confined
to "2 microscopic minority of
our educated countrymen, had
brought in its traig scepticism,
softness and snobbery, Thus, a
sort of “moral proletariat” had.
EPIUng up in our country. It wag
cut off from the traditions of the
past, which govern a people’s
character and conduct in 3 thy-
thmic manner. And following .
the precedent, initiated by their
like - minded fellow-countrymen.
of the previads generation, both
the Singer of Santiniketan {and
the Spinner of Sevagram raised '
their banoer of revols againet the
“proselytizing"” of the young by
the politics and pelish of the.
money-minded civilization from
across the seas, Th's entailed”
their giving up their respective
careers of cushioned comfort and
big bank balances, The poet ex-
cha?gcd bis flute of beauty in the
cavisons of his aristocratic up-
bringing add activity, for the
sword of duty. The lawyer left
the premises of the law court
with all its prospects of the pto«
verbial goose that lays the golden

( Con!«'nu:d on page 120 )
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ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT CRITICISES DAG

UNSECRETARYTAKEN
TO TASK ON SA VISIT

IN 2 despateh to “The Hindu", of Madras, its London correspond-
ent weites; It was recently disclosed in London that the Anti-
Apartheid Movement, representiog a latge section of {British opinion
especially in the Labour mevement and Liberal circles, bad addressed
a letter to the UN Secretary:General, Mr. Dag Hammarskjoeld, cri-
ticising him for his attitude during his visit to South Africa and ask-
ing him to correct the unfortunate impression he had created among
the non-whites,

The letter recalls that represen-
tative non-white leaders in South
Aftica including Chief Luthuli of
the African National Congressand
Dr. G. M. Naicker of the South
African Indian Congress, have
alteady expressed disappointment
and regret becauge Mr. Hammar-

gljotld met only Government re-:

presentatives  and non-whites
selected by the Government,
“You failed,” the letter states,
“despite repeated requests from
bath withio the Union and from
organisations abroad, to meet the
leaders of any representative non:
white body, It is reparted that
the greatest difficulty was ex:
petienced, for instance,/by the
Natal Indian Congress'in sub-
mitting a memorandum to you
expressing the views of the Con-

gresd: and that other letters ad-

dressed to ysu by non.white
Jeaders were at various times
refused by your staff.”

While recognismg that  Mr,
Hammarskjoeld’s activities may
bave been bampered by restric-

, tions imposed by the host Gov.
ernment, the letter points ot
that in his report 10 Security
Council he has given no indica
tion whatever that any such diffi-
culties were put in his way. On
the contrary the repott makes the
misleading claim that in several
cities he had opportunities for
ssynofficial contacts with members
of various sections of the South
African community.”  Fiaally,
the letter says: “We have read, in

the press of speeches purpor ing
to have been made by you in
Cape Town and Umtata which
have creaed a most unfortunate
impression both in the Union
and abroad  In Cape Town you
are reported to have expressed
preat confidence in the future of
the Union, and said that in 2
certain sense South Africa repte-
sents the problems of the United
Natjons, which this year bas re-
ceived many new African States
with little international and dom-
estic experience, and that as a
gesult you have obtained an idea
of South Africa’s problem. In
Pondoland you are reported %
haviog expressed appreciation [of
white South Africa’s care for
brother Africans.

“Now these speeches may in-
deed have been prossly misreport.
ed, but no statement of ca'e.
gorical denial has been published
by your office, and our own
efforts, through your office in
New York to obtain an accurate
account of the content of these
speeches have mer only with a
statement that the Umtata speech
was misrepresented.”

TANGANYIKA
SCHOLAR RETURNS
TNAIROBL—Dr. Abdulla M,
Mamujee who went to India in
1952 under the Government of
India General Scholarships
Scheme has returned to Tan.
ganyika after passing the M BB S
(Final) examination.

INDIAN OPINION

Italian
Scholarships

A NOTE issued by the T'alian
Consulate in Durban states that
applications for scholarships for
study in Ttaly must be forwarded
by or before May 1, 1961 to the
Ttalian Consulate, Dutban. This
applies to scholarships of eight
months' dutation.

The closing date for applica
tions for the threesmonth acholar-
ships for the study of Italian Lit-
erature and Culture was April 20

[Notices inviting applications
for these scholanahips were pub-«
lished in the “Indian Opinion"

11

Letter For
Mr. H. L. Joshi

VW E have been asked by Mr
Vithal Das Modi, editor of
“Arogya Monthly,” to forward
aletter to Shri H. I Joski who
recently wrote an article entitled
“Nature Cure And Gandhi
Saved My Life" in “Health
For All” Will Mr. Joshi
please get in touch with us or
will anyone who knows his add-
ress please let us have it—
Editor, *Indian Opinion "

recently

£ e TR S R O e
( Continued from previous page )

system in the India of today are of a social nature, They
exist in the private lives of people, not in the laws of the
land, In fact in some parts of the country the Scheduled
Castes of India have been accorded so many special pri-
vileges that people of the upper castes find it profitable
to “become” members of the Scheduled Castes,

In South Africa the position is quite different.  Dis-
crimination is supported by law and peopie are forced by
Jaw to discriminate. Apartheid is supported by the laws
of the country; the caste system in India is being broken
down by the laws of the country. The non-Whites of
South Africa are denied elementary rights by means of
laws; the Scheduled Castes of India are being given
special rights and privileges by means of laws. The peo-
ple of India, irrespective of their caste, creed or colour
enjoy universal suffrage; in South Africa the franchise is
reserved for the Whiteman. The Moslems of India enjoy
complete religious and political freedom. India, unlike
Pakistan, is a secular country. That there is discrimina-
tion in private life cannot be denied but the laws of the
land do not impose restrictions on the Moslem people.
They are free to live where they please. \When all these
things are considered it is not correct either for the Prime
Minister or for Mr. Eric Louw to claim that India ex-
ercises discrimination against a portion of its population,
Nothing anywhere in the world can be likened to Apart-
heid.

New
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FOR a black map to live in

South Africa in the second
half of the twentieth century and
at the same time preserve his
sapily, requires an  cOoOrmous
sense of bumour and a surreas
listic kind of brutal wit, for
without a suicidal attack on Dr.
Verwoerd's armed forces, these
qualities seem to provide the
only means of defence against 2
spititual chaos and confusion
which would rob any man of his
mental health.

No newspaper report aboat a
shooting in Sharpeville could
ever convey significantly  the
deep sense of entrapment that
the black people experience
under apartheid rule. Itis diffi.
cult (0 ymagine a mode of ex-
pression that would adequately
describe this sense of malajse
At best an account of what a
black man goes through in his
daily life sounds bke an exagge.
tated Kiiks novel

I say 1his advisedly because
the taral effect of the apartheid
laws in South Africa is to make
it almost 1llegal to live,

Before you are through reading
about what the black man is
0ot allowed to do you begin to
woader if there is anythiog he is
permitted to do, That the blacks
bave been able to endure under
apartberd s a matter of buman
ingeauuty almost difficult to
describe or understand It seems
thatthe blacks do have the re-
quired humour and wit—almost
too much of it!

Sitting a wn to write this, I
have been considering the rml.
lions of words that have been
written on South Africa, You
would think that the South
African goverpment should have
bzen written ta death by now
Irbasnotbeen So I am won-
dering if this is worth it: bow
does one begin to write about
apartheid in a way that would
be meaningful to people whe
have not experienced it? I don'
know,

So instead of writing a poli-
tical essay I choughe I would set
down some of the experiences
that I and my conlemporaries
have been through in  South
Africa, I don't think thece is
any need to atrive for effect; the
situation is surrealistic enough as
it is.

Oun Satucday afternoon, after
filing my last story for my paper,
I and two friends decided to
drive to Pretoria, the adminjg.
trative capital of South Afrjca
which lies some miles north of
Johannesbueg  We were visiting
a German couple whom  we
koow, Our Europtan friends
bad recently arrived in the coun.

‘the employer

ABSURD
By LEWIS NKOSI ( now in Amerjca)
In “*Fighting Talk™, April 1951

APARTHEID : EXERCISE IN THE

tey and were refusing to conform
to social apartheid

We left Johannesburg at two
and arrived in Pretoria shortly
after three. We stayed until
9 o'clock jn the eveming, then
decided it was time to drive back
to Jobanoesburg, No African is
allowed out in the streets after
cleven o'clock in South Africa,
It's curfew bour Os our_way
out of the apartment a white
policeman and two black ones
were lying in wait for us, Not
knowing what the matter was
but being accustomed to the
vagaries of the South African
police we offered little protest
when we were bustled to a ram-
shackle of a police station around
the corner.

In the charge office the air was
foul with swearing and hateed as
prisoners pouted in A burly
policeman with a thick neck de.
manded to see our ‘passes,’ All
Africans are required by law to
carty documents bearing witness
that they do live and work some.
where; these prove that th2y bave
paid the annual tax, and also
show the monthly signature of
The police officer
flipped thsough our books and
finding nothing amiss scemed a2
bit irritated.

Presently e grabbed a tele-
phone and called up a prosecutor
whom he briefly informed that
he had arrested some Johannes.
burg “kaffirs' in a building where
blacks weee excluded.  “What
can I charge them with?" he
casually enquired, My first re.
action was to giggle Even Kafka
couldn’t have betiered that oge,
This couversation continued for
a while, and our host kept nod-
ding his head; then, suddenly, he
slammed dowa the receiver and
equired dramatically: *All right,
where are your peemits to enter
the city)of Pretoriap"

The whole thing was no longer
funoy ,We tried as \best we
could to explain that the law
required Africans to obtain per-
mits only if they intended to re.
main away for more than three
days  Our host became agitated
and denied we bad been in Pre-
toria for more than three days,
All explagations proved futile,
The indiciment was written out
and we cubsequently appeared
before a local Native Commis.
sioner on charpes of remaining
i Pretoria for more than three
days without a permit,

At my owa trial I brought a

staff colleague to testify that he
bad seen me in the newspaper
office on the merning of the day
on which we were acrested, and
that 1 couldn’t bave been in
Pretoria for more than three
days. The Commixsioner listened
‘patiently to the story and then
found me guilty apyway and
fined me. The man who had
dtiven me to Pretoria in bis car
appeared before a different Com-
missioner who decided we were
not in Pretoria for more than
three days and se my friend was
found mot guilty. In South
Africa “to be or mot to be in
Pretoria’ is the sort of question
that can drive 2 man to insapity
unless, of course, he has a sense
of humour,

What intrigued me most about
the incident was that in South
Africa any overzealous policeman
tan arrest an African and take
him down to the station house
without the vaguest idea what
charges to prefer againsthim, If
be is diligent enough he can
later find something with which
to charge him. There are a hun-
dred and one laws in the couatry
coptrolling the lives of black
people, and at any particular time
there is a fat chance that one of
them is being broken,

In Jobannesburg alope hun.
deeds of Africans are rounded
up every year for committing
minor offeaces like the failure two
produce a “pass” on demand by
an accredited officer of the law,
If you leave your passboock in
your jacket in the office and cross
a street to buy a cold drink yeu
run the risk of being shanghaied
to jail ,without any means of
communicating with those out-
side, The result may be imprison.
ment for a period of up to six
months.

In South Africa prisoners
provide an inexhaustible supply
of cbeap labour for white farm.
ers, They come to Jobannes.
burg for truckloads almost every
week.  There is no immediate
threat that the jails may be so
overcrowded that they wouldn't
know what to do with prisoners

In these farms the treatment is
often 50 brutal that deaths have
resulted from severe beatings,
Slave conditions of a medieval
pature lacgely prevail.

One could go on, of course,
recounting the morbid aspects of
apartheid, but it all sounds so
hopelessly melodramatic  thar

the total effect is to under
mine people’s credulity, Some+
times people wonder after read-
ing about these conditions how
the Africans are able 1o survive
atall,

One Euplishman who attended
a first night of a Jobannesburg
opera was sutprised to find well-
dressed Africans who “looked
reasonably happy, mingling with
the white audience.- From that
he concluded that the stories he
bad read about South Afriea
were grosaly exaggerated.

To my own mind that was
the highest -tribute anybody
could pay to the indestructibility
of the human spirit, the ability
to absorb burt and injury amd
still maintain a semblance of
human digaity.

For u3 in South Africa, the
lines by the Negro poet Langston
Hughes about Negroes whp
“laugh to keep from crying”
arouse an immediate recoguition
in the heart. How mapy times
have I seen black faces passing
uader the shadow of the white
boss at some fac.ory gate, faces
wearing enormous masks of pre-
tence and subterfuge guilefully
hiding souls that- were seething-

- with disconteat, anger and haered? -

In the evenings ‘when I saw
these same faces crowded in the
drioking dens of Sophiatown,
their masks exploded; no longer
diffident but proud, violent and
boisterous, Occasionally a sima.
tion like Sharpeville presents
itself and the cauldron boils aver,

Africans have learned that if
they are to remain sane at all it
is pointless to remain within the
law, In a country where he
Government has legislated against’
sex, drnks, employment, free
movement 20d many other things
which were taken for granted in
the Western world, it would take
a monumental kind of patiepce
to keep up with the demands of
the law

A man's sanity might even be
in question by the time he
reaches the ripe ape of twenty.
five. .

So Africans have accepted lhed,
status of beitg outlawg from
society and have evolyed an .
claborate system of e3caping,
boodwinking and baffling  the
law, They know everytime a
policeman encounters g blgck
man in the street he assumes g
crime has been committed; g0
wby bother to live 2 legal lifep
Although no  African can buy
strong drinks in the birg and
bottle stoses, illicit deinking deny
called ‘shebesns’ are thriving,

(Continued on page 118)
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A PATRIOT
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FOR nearly four deoades

Jomo Kenystta bes con-
quered Eenya as surely oz his
enemies have tried to destroy
him. Banished, jsiled, isclated
ontlawed from Kenyan politieal
lite, he oontinnes to tower over
the Kenya soene, Ar long as
Kenyalla is incaroerated or
exiled hin people cannot feel—or
b ~~genuinely free.

Eenyatta in the one msn
with the power and the
prestige to lead the new
Kenys; to bridga the differs
enoe between the parties;
recogniged by all mides. as
the one man to take Kenya
out of ite present impasse.

Y+ he remring in exile,
binoed from taking eny part in
Eenya's reoent elections for the
new Legislalive Council onder
the new constitntion whioh will
{or the firat time give the Afri-
oans  political control of the
Legislative Coureil 28 well as of
the Conneil of Ministers.

KANU aud KADU (theKenya
Afrlean National Union /led by
Tom Mboya avd Jsmes Giochurn
snd the Eeoya African Demo-
cratic Union led by Ronsld
Naal)) have their differenoss,
too largely personal—but on the
issne of the releave and leader.
thip of Jomo Kenyatta they
3D 1k with one voioe.

Both EANT, viotorions in the
Lanowter Hiase oconstitation
slestions, and EADU with whom
it must share the prospect of
oombining to operate the African
msjority in the legislatare, have
nid they will not work the
Coonitntion until Kenyalta is
relesseds 8) far both gronps
¢mtinue o honour the pledge,
and to demand closs oconsultas
tion with Jom> Kenyatta, now
traneferred from faraway in the
desert prison of Lekitanpg to
within a few hundred miles of
Nairobi,

Both KANUand EADU live
tnd fanotion in the shadow of
Eenyatta, Eesential for unity is
b8 Immediate releass of Konyats
. The new conslitation and
the new government will be &
Wookary withont him.,

8.l the Governor refases to
Mloage Kosayatta from  exile.
.Hll May 1960 statement said;
[ have no evidence that Jomo
Eenyatta will help Eenya..]
bavemuoh evidence lo the cone
trary, I-.have very carefully
dledied his life and modes of
thonght and spesch and aotion.
My oconcern in seonrity, and
from the secarity polat of view
K nyatte's return to politioal
lite ju Konya st lhe present

By NORMAN LEVY
In “Fighting Talk,’” April 1961

KENYATTA OF KENYA

time would be a disagters’
A Disaster?

Disastrous for White Settler
rule! A threat to fha seourity
of the stolen lsnd holdings in
the White bhighlands? A threat
to the advance of the new Kenya
in the gense that the Afriean
poople, united and atrong, will
gt the paoe for progress, and
take the initiative out of the
hands of the Colonial Offiea?

For these wera the ohallenges
that Eenyatta’s leaderahip of

. the Afriean peopls frst threw

down, and the period of his
Isadership brought to a head the
bitter tunle over land, votes and
rights that onlminated in savage
official anppression of the Afri-
can politioal movement and then
suddenly, the Mau Mau episode.

Who Is This Kenyatta ?

In 1952 at the time of his
trial for managing the Man Man
Kenyatta gave his sge as abont
fitty. .

Aw 3 boy he passed through
the sieve of Kiknyn folk lors.
His grandfather was a seer and
a magioian, and in travelling
sbont with him and carrying his
bag of eqgnipment Kenyatta waid
he gerved s kind of apprenticer
ship in the principles of the
art. He participated as an Eider
in the Counoils of bis people; ax
8 member of the warrior olass,
learnt Kiknyu methods of ware
tare; a3 general seoratary of the
Kiknyn Central Awoclation he
slared and edited the first
Kiknyn journal ‘Muigwithanis’
in 1928 -1930.

His knowledge of Kiknyun life
he later disciplined, as a stndent
atthe London Sohool of Ego-
nomios, into his anthropological
stady ‘Life on Mount Kenys.'
He never lost his deep roots
smong his people, his respeot
ftor tribal tradition; apd he
generated & nationallim dedje
aated “to the dlsposgessed youph
of Afrioa: for perpetustion ot
communion with anoestral spirits
through the fight for Afrioan
freadom.”

The land question dominated
Konyatta’a life as it has done
Kenya.

Konyatta's oonnlry, like the
neighboaring territories of eapte
orn, cantral and sonthern Africa,
sud onlike the conntries of the
Weat coant of Africa, is domi«
nated by White settler interests.
By OtJer in-Connoll the Kenyan
highlands, the traditional lands

.

of the Kikuyu, were reserved
for White nge.

Over 16,000 square milea—24
per oent of the land, the most
{ortile—and ths traditionsl lands
of the Kikayn—were slienated
for ocoupation by the White
minarity; and 50,000 square
miles of the poorest ocountryside
reserved for five and half million
Africans.

Before_the first World War
fhers was no recognised politioal
movsment among Kenyan Afri
oaus» Their spolcesmen wero the
ohisfs. Angered by tha robbery
of their laud, they placed their
demands before impotent offi.
oials and returnad with smooth
promises of reform. When they
beoarme belligerent they were
saoked and replsced by ohiefs
who were in effeot paid servants
of the Government.

Aflter the War of 1918 the
Eist Afriean Aegooiation wae
formed., The new body repres
santed the people's grievanoes
in an organieed oonstructive
way, challenging the illegal
aotione of the officials, The
sottlers beoams alarmed and
tried to enlist the sympathies of
the chiefs against the organisas
tion, Thiz only served to spread
its popnlarity. In desperation,
the aathorities took offivial astion
and arrested the ohairman of the
Awociation, Harry Thuky.

This led to the ficet general
sirike in the history of Kenya,

Kenyatta was no more than a
sympathiser—he had not yet
perionely entered politios—bhut
wrote of this episode that it
peemed that the whole African
population had gathered epon-
taneonsly ontside police head.
quarters, at Nairobl, to demand
the releage of their leader,

The people prayed, displayed
white flags ascording to their
religions denominations. Bat
the strain on the nerves of the
police was too strong and snd-
denly they opened fire. The
dead and the wounded lay
soattered, Sharpeville fashion,
aronnd the strests of Nairobl.
Meetinge were banned; the
ohairman and two of his ralatives
were deported.  The suthorities
declared the Ewet African Aspoe
oiation illegal and paralysed its
leadars. Bat the idea of ths
Union had ¢acght on. The Assoe
oialisn waa driven andergronnd
but continned its work of protest
and agitations
- A commigsion was promised
to investigate the alloostion of

a

land in Kenya,
The banning of the East Afri-

™, oan Adsoclation was followed by

the formation of the Kikuyu
Central } Assooiation, Kenyatta
wad workingses & meter reader
for the Nairobi Munieipality
when he presented a Memorane
dum on bebulf of the Assooiation
to the Hilton Yonog Commise
sion. It demended that the land
be Tleft ‘in the Lands of the
Kikoyun. For the first time Afrie
oan demanda inoluded proposals
tor partisipatiog jn the sdminigs
tration.

. The report of the Hilton
Young Commission wae made in
1929 Oa the strength of ite
findinga the Labour Party Gove
ernment, newly in office pre=
pared 8 doonment stating that
“not another inoh of ground
shonld be taken from the Afris
oang.”

Two gears later the pros:
peators were allowed to dig for
gold: the government tore up
its pledge and deprived the
Kavirondo of a large slice of
their territory. -

Kenyatta promptly replied to
the British Government.

“It must be stated that in
view of the incidents of the
past not much trust can be
placed upon the solemn pledges
and sacred undertaliings on the
part of the British Government.
The principle of the declared
trusteeship of the Natives is n
mockery,”

The ECA asked Kenyatta to
tepresent it in England and he
appeared before the Joint Com.
mittee o the closer Uniop of
East Africa in 1g37.32; gave
evidence in London before the
Morris Carter Kenya Land Come
mission,

“Kenys can be described zg a
land of Royal Commissions,”
he wrots in his booklet “Kenya,
Land of Conflict”, “Each of
them came out with high ine
tentions and issued a report
expressing lofty sentiments and
yot after sach one, more Afrjcan
land bas been snnexed,”

In 3937 Kenyatta went to
Britain again and  remained
abroad for 15 years: s a student
and anthropologist; as & poli
tical wotker and student of
Marxism, to appear at intere
national conferences of workers
and in movements against the
growth of Fascism,

By the time he returnad ¢o
his home country he and the
Kibuyu Awsociation between
them had won the right to
establish independent schools

(Gontinued from page 119)
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sometimes with the assistance
of the police, who are bribed
to turn 8 blind eye on them.
Some of the precious staff is
buried in the ground.

When I joined the editor’al
staff of “Drum Magazine” 1
went to live in 2 Harlem-like
ghetto called Sophiatown, Most
of the young writers oo ‘Drum’
lived in Sophiatown., It was
out townand we loved it, Some
of us had even celsbeated it in
our literature. Sophiatown was
a symbol of the black man’s
eapacity to endure the wont;
it was also a symbol of his
atrogance, resilience and scorn
for ths white suburb from which
he was excluded.

The lifa of the black people
of Sophiatown was based on
the premise'that if you were
blach you bad to live outside
the law.

Tostay in Sophiatown yon
had to get o permit from the
Jobaanesburg City Council, but
none of us had permits, It was
futile tryiog to get oue,

In trying to keep Sophia-
town’s population down to g

mroageable minimum, the
police organised pemistent
nightly raids, They were carried
out methodically from one
section of town to the other,
combing for underground ten-
ants, 6o that to avoid arrest it
was necessary to Beep moving
every night. Sometimes you
were caught with your pants
down. A sudden kick on the
door and you stumbled out in
your pyjamss! A Bhabi upi-
form, polica stick and glittering
handcuffs: “Permit, you-.Raffir”
and that was that.

Ian the filties, however, =&
period unlike apy other in
South Africa for its politics of
racial strife, revolt and physical
violence, the tendency to revolt
was no longer due to a pervert-
ed sense of bumour. Every-
where members of my own
generation, both black and
white, were beginning to dise
affiliate from asociety organised
on a rigid apartheid design.
We began to sense that we
were beiog deprived of a pros
found experience; a senss of o
shared ontionhoed,

OPINION"

Stories began to filter to the
press of mixsd racial couples
taking part io University
dances, of white youths from
the rich white suburbs defying
the law and roaming black
townships by npight, of new
¢lubs and jazz heunts where
free racial mixing took place
on nn unprecedented scale,
Dodging the ever present police
in these black townships. these
youths from the white suburbs
encountered the rigours and
uncertainties of African life
plmost everywhere, Advens
turous students prying into
filthy, nosesrunping shacks ens
countered a life that was shorn
of all the trappings of official
statistioss The experience was
shattering, It is these same
young people who have res
vitalised political life by
organising protests and demon-
strations,

Among the black people of
South Africa the depth of dese
peration is so profound that
the sixties will see no end to
the riot and gunfire. The tragedy
is that by the time the Western
world awalkens to the prolound-
ness of this desperation it will
be almost too late to do any-
thing, and if the South African
blacks looR elsewhere for help
the whole of Africa will never
be the same again,

2ist April, 1961

INDIAN MISSIONS
ABROAD

NEW DELHI (By Mail)«Prime
Minister said in the LoR Sabhy
recently that steps had bee
taken by the Goveroment iy
effect substantial economies jp
Indizn embass’es abroad.

In a written teply to Np,
Rujeshwar Patel, he said that
an annual economy of Re
8,73,000 bad heen effected iy
the High Commission in London
and a total economy of Ry
st,42,045 in other Indisg
missions and posts abroad over
g period of two and & hall
years from April 7gs58.
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for the education of the Kikuyu,
There were 300 schools absorb-
ing 60,000 children and Ken-
yatta himsell became the prin.
cipal of an independent teache
ers' trainiog cdllege. But be
alio found that the KCA had
been proscribed,

Kenyatta entered negotiations
with the Governor but failed to
tevive the crganisation.

A year later he became the
president of a pew body, the
Kenya African Union—KAU—
which attracted over ygo,000
members in a short lime,

An orator, elder, educationist
and politician, he attracted

audiences of 30,000 and 50,000 |

strong to his meetings. For one
meeting forty coach loads set
out from Nairobi to hear him.

This was part of the rapid
advance of political movemests
alter the war, but as fast as
the Eenya Altican Upion and
the.East African Trade Union
Googress grew, the more strins
geot government repression be-
came.

Kenya was rapidly appcoach.
ing a stats of dendlock.

Then-came the banning of the
Eenyt Alrican  Union and
. Alrican trade unions; the arrest
and proscription of leaders; the
total ben on all the Kikuyu
independent schools,

All Kenyan Africans were
now denied the right of lawiul
political  organisation; and
eporadic terroriat acts  brohe
out in parts of the country,

Followed the state of emers
gency and the big swoops on
the towas, the mass detentions
of the 50,000 Kikuyu. A minia=
turs civil war opened.

Isolated acts of terrorism
grew into & state of semis
tebellion in the mainly Kikuyu
areas, with army raiding pars
tier combding jungles and towns

ships for tribesmen auspected’

of 'Mdu Mau sympathies’,

The Mau Mau tercorists are
said according to the official
records of this littlejwar to have
claimed the lives of 84 whites
ad 7,500 Africans, But the
umy claimed the lives of over
o,000 Africans and ruthless
Counter-measures resulted in the

trrest of ms many s 35000 -

People in one day, the displace-
ment of whole communities,
aud the impritonment of huge
Dumberé [n concentration camps.

Oa September 17, 1952 Jomo
Keayatta and his .collergues of
the Kenya Africans Union were
charged with maoaging  the
Man Mau movement,

The finst hearing lasted 5

INDIAN OPINION

Kenyatta Of Kenya

(Continued from page 117)

moaths, Appeals and a petition
dragged the proceeding out for
another 15 months, Counsel for
the Defence (D, N, Pritt) charge
ed the prosecution with having
no case against the men in the
dock.

In August jg52, Kenyatta
bad joined with other Africans
inap anti-Mau Mau meeting.
His words were recorded on
tape and officielly broadcatt
His public disclaimer of the
Mau Mauand the official broad-
cast shich he made wese of no
consequeace in the trial, Kens
yatta was dangerous and the
Kenya Altican Unjon best
Placed out of the way,

The Defence argued that tha
Magistrate accepted every subs
mission, application or motion
made by the prosecution...and
rejected every one made by the
Defence. He nccepted as truth-
ful every witness called by the
prosecu ion, ne matter what
their character or histary, how-
ever improbable their story.
however olten they contradicted
themselves, or how badly their
stories were shoben in crosg
(xamination, He rejected as
untruthful every Defence wite
ness,

The Defence said that the
prosecution had never really
made up its mind what the
essence of the charge against
the accused was; that the pro-
gecution never reelly had any
faith in its own case; and that
there was oo serious charge
ageinst them at a)l,

The Magittrate found all the
accused  guilty, though the
Bupreme Court later acquitted
one of them,

, In bis finel address to the
court Kenyatta stated: "I wish
to say that we are not guilty
and we do not accept your
findiogs, and that we do not
feel that we have reccived the
justice or hearing which we
would have liked...We feel that
this case has been go arranged
o1 to make scapegoats of us in
order to strangle the Kenya
Alrican Unjou, the only African
political organisation which
fights for the rights of the
Altican people.

“We wish to say that what
we have dons in our nctivities
istotry our level best to find
woys and meags by which the
communily in thig country crp
live in hatmony, .

“But what we have objected
to and shall continve to object
to—are the discriminations jn
the Government of this country,
We shall not got accept that,

whether we are in gaol or out
ofit. \Ve looh forward to the
day whea peace chall come to
this lend and that the truth
chall be koown that we &
Alricans have stood for peace.
We feel strongly that at this
time, the Government should
try to strangle the only organis
sation—the KAU in which we
leaders have been wo:lting for
the betterment of the African
people and are seeking har-
monious relatiops between the
races,”

Thetrizl nnd state of emers
gency had succeeded. KAU bad
been damned by the shadow of
the Mau Mau movement?,

Asin Indis, and jn Ireland
years before, a nationalist moves
ment pursuing its policies openly
and in the full face of the op=
pressors had been condemned ns
synonymous with a  secret
terrorist  drive.  Somerimes,
Moatagu Slater wrote in ‘The
Trial of Jomo Kenyatte’ terrora
ists are agents provocaleurs,
but often as not simple, ims
patient men who ruin the plans
of politicel leaders. If an open,
legel, and constitutional move-
ment brings & campaign of
terroritm in its trein, can the
actions that follow te laid at
the'doors of the political leade
ers? Thit was the cace in Kenya,

Kenyat.n served his  seven
year sentence, end then was
exiled indefinitely to the norths
€rn province.

Until recently few visited
him—a government medical
officer, a few other detainees,
his daughter (he married an
Englisk school teacher befors
the wer) and more recently
African political lesders,

Jomo Kenyatte has become
visibly older but thers is still
the same shrewdness about the
eyes and coofidence in  his
manper. He wears the old
leather jacket in which he con.
fronted his macsive audiences
and wields the ivory-handled
stick which became the symbol
of Africas freedom,

“I owe thaaks,” he once wrote,
“to my enemies for their stimus
lating discontagement which
has Bept up my spirits. Long
life and health to them to go
on with the good work)”

His work in Kenyn is far
from over.

1o

Pak President
Curbs Himself

("Indian Opinion” India Service)
JARACHI (By Mail)—Presis
dent Ayub Khben, in sn ordi-
nance promulgated here, has
cortailed his own powers with
regard to the framing of a
Coastitution for the country
and laid down that.the Presis
dent should “proceed to make »
new Comstitution in sccordance
with the advice of the Cabinet,
acti g collectively.”

The ordinance, which came
asa suzprise, provides for the
President to hold office “and
govern in accordance with the
collective advice of the Cabinat
until a new Head of State to be
elected under the new Constis
tution has taken office.

The ordinance divests the
President of his power to dis-
miss aoy Minister of the Cabis
not. It suid ""The President shall
preside over the meetingg of the
Presidentinl Cabinet but shall
have no power to dimmiss g
Minister,”’

1t said that the Ministers of
the Presidential Cabinet shall at
oo time be more than 16 in
oumber,

The ordinance, called “Statas
Arrangements (Amendmant
Order yg61)", said: *‘As soon
as the Constitution/Commission,
appointed on February 17,‘
1960, has submilted its report,
ibe Presidential Cabinet, acting
collectively, as nforesaid and
deliberating with all convenjent
speed, shall consider the report
acd advise the President as to
the Constitution and the Presjs
dent shall make the Constitue
tion accordingly as soon as
may be and promulgate ijt,"”

No official explanation wax
available for the issue of the
ordinance which has been given
effect from March 4,

Knowledgeable sources here
believe that the ordinance,
coming as it did a few monthg
before the Constitution Com.
mission is to fubmit its report'
showed President Ayub’s desie
to avoid taking snla responsis
bility dor drafting the Constis
tution,

He apparenily wanted the
entire Cabinet to share in its
final shaping, The President
had rematkedseveral times in
the past that he had a definite
“idea” as to what form the naw
Constitution should take,
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Santiniketan and Sevagram

(Continued from page 114,

120

fifty years
ﬁg@eae Spril 1011

Purban Indians And
The Coronation

Some Plain Spezking By Indian Leaders

{From The Indian ;Jinion, April 23, 1911)

i

INDIAN

deliveracce to be found? Our
‘master himself has joyfully
taben upon him the bonds of
creation; he is bound with us
all for ever.” ’

eggs, to plough the stubborn,
saody soil, But both were
actuated by a spirit of sells
sacrifice, adic-—to compate
sranll thiogs with greal—to tbat
of Gautama Buddha and Jesus
Christ, who surrendered the
"“2ingdoms” promised to them,
for the cake of service of the
“zreat orphas, humanity.” Once
again, thus, the truth of the ages
and the sages was illusizated
that sacrifice is the seed of the
evolution and advancement of
maobind; nay, of all lile.

The post sang:

Gitanjall

In short, Santiniketan and
Sevagram despened the ioherent
human urge [for perfectioo, av
pgainst what passes muster
under the protean ferm ‘“‘pros
gress,” The best and truesd
expression of peefection, in spirit
as well as in substance, is sim«~
plicity. Aod as the Poet” has
gaid somewhere, “Simplicity is

N Tuesday the yyth instant,
Mesurs, Dawad Mahomed, Panee
Rustomjee, K. R. Nayannah,
and V. Lawrenco waited upon
Mr. F, C. Hollander, the Mayor
of Durbzn. at the latter’s request
to discuss the position of Ine
dians in regard to the Corcpa-
tion colebrations proposed by
the Corporation, As & result of
the interview, the followiog
letter, dated the 38th instaot,
has been addressed to the Towa
C1 rb, over the signatures of the
above mentioned gentlemen:

As desired by, His Worship
the Mayor, we now beg to place
our views on record regarding
the participation of the Indian
community in the Coronation
celebrations,

At the outset, we should say
that, so long as the pasiive
resigtance movement io the
Transvaal contiues, Natal In.
dians, who consider themselves
in mourniog for the terrible
sufferings of their brethren in
the sister Province, will be un.
able to take any part whataver
in any public festivities that
may be arranged in Celebration
of His Majest’y Coronation, The
Indian community will then
adopt other means Lo assure
His Majesty of their loyalty to
the Throae.

Ia the eovent. however, of a
sottlement being arrived at in
the Tzansvasl, the Natal Indinn
commuaity will then have seri-
ously to comider whether, and
to what extent, it will be able
to pacticipate in the proposed
celebrations.

The commupily has been
made, for the pant few years to
feel that it is regarded with
jealous contempt, and to renlise
that its vested 1ights are
daily threatened with attach
and that it is sought to deprive
it ol its few remauining priv
vileges. Every possible occos
siop is taken by Municipalities
and Licensing Boards to meke
the British Indian Colonists of
Natai, many of whom are born
in this Province. [eel that they

are regarded as undesirabless
and only recently, in the Natal
Provincial Council, opportunity
was'sought to cover the Natal
Indian commupity with insult
and contumely, Though they
are obliged to bear the burden
of Union, in its heaviest fomm,
they have not been in any way
permitted to share in its advants
ages, afact that is daily being
boroe in upon the minds .of the
Natal Indians with increasiog
empkhbasis._In the circumstances,
Hit Worship will, we hopes
appreciate our sense of inaecure
ityiand the necessity that exists
for Natal Indians seriously to
consider whether it is possible
for them to share in the common
rejoicings,

Should, however, the com.
munity, on whose bzhalf we
speak, decide to take part io the
celebrations, it can be only upon
the clear understanding that
they will be enabled to take an
equal patt therein with any
other section of the populatior.
The Natal landian commuuity,
in common with Indians in
other parts of ‘tke Union, has
resolutely set its face against
soything in the racial differen-
tiation, and the commuaity will
absolutely decline o participate
in the general festivities, except
the principle be laid down dee
finitely that oo racial differene
tiation shall be made against
them.

In the event of the Torpora-
tion which repiesents, we take
the oppottunity of respectlully
reminding you, the whole popu»
lation of the Borough and not
only the white community, feel-
ing itself obliged to bow to
popular anti-Indian prejudice,
and ahould the Indian com-
munity decide to celgbrate the
occasion of the Corenation it
will do so0 at its own expensa
acd without asking any finans
cial aid of the Corporation {or
thg purpose.

(The above letter will be
brought belore the next meeting
of the Town Council)~E.D.

“\When one hnows thee,
then alien there is none, then
no door is shot. Ob, grant
me my prayer that I may
never lose the bliss of the
touch of the One in the play
of Many."

Gitanjalis

And he revealed and radiated
this “touch of the One” in the
fields of literature and art, edu-
cation and rural reco.nshuctiun,

And the plovghmac-cums
spinner confirmed the perpetual
presence of the "One in the play
of the Many" from his side;

“He (God) is there where
the tiller is tilling the hard
ground and where the path-

maber is breaking stones. e

is with them in sun aod in

shower, and bix garment is
covered with dust. Put off
thy boly mantle and even lika
him come dowo on the dusty
soil”?

: Gglanjali

Both cast away the crown,—
and who does not covet itP—of
personal paradisiacal salvation
and engaged themselves in the
worb of the world, witk & view
to making and leaving it better
than they hdd found it.

Deliverance? Wkhere is the

the physiognomy of perfection.”

And has it not always been
so? The prophet or the poet bas ;
found himself, while passing
through the corridors of history,
side by side with the prient or
the [louglman. In our times
the priest hag failed to fulfil his
holy avocation and the propbet
has' notas yet appeared. In
their place, however, we hava
witnessed the sublime spectacle
of the post and the ploughman
travelling  together to the
Temple of Truth., And Tmth
has generally been epproached
along the avenues of anand—
joy—1and asceticitm. This ©%Y
be the explanation of the ob-
servatizn which the Foet made,
on one accasion: “Santiniketan,
represents the anand of Truth;
tabarmati, the tapasya of Truth.”
And is not Truth the Besutiful
Bird with bwo wings or the Tree
withk two' birds sitting on its
branches?
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