Ing

-Founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1903,

Former Editor: Manilal Gandhi~=1918-1956,

Ne. |4=Vol. LIX,

Friday, 14th April, 1961

RECGIBTERED AT THE G.P.0. AS A NEWSPAPER,

Price: FOUR CENTS

Netaji’'s
Daughter
In India

“T LIKE this country very
much. I bave come to like it
not only for its beauties, but may
be even  mare for its negative
aspects,” observed Miss Anita.
Bose, daughter of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, speaking at a
treception accorded to her by the
members of the Bengal Associa-
tion in Madras,

- Miss Bose said she bad come
to.India, after living in Europe
all these years. Naturally she
had a certain idea, from pictuses,,

not only about India biit also °

about her father's po!itién here.
She could not really imagine
how much he was loved by the
people here, especially in Bengal.
Slowly she began to sealise what
her father really meant to his
countrymen She sometimes felt
alinle awkward in comparing
berself with him. Beiog a.preat
min's daughter was in many
ways a wonderful thing. On the
otbet hand, it also posed a diffie
culty, Shedid not like to live
on the reflected glory of her
father and wanted to build a
cateer in ber own way, however
small, because, in her view, build-
ing up a career on some one
else’s achievement was not only
unfair but wrong,

Miss Bose said that during her
short stay io India, now for the
first time, she had tried her leve!
best to get an idea about India,
She did pot see India as an
ordinary average tourist but
wished to find out what “Real
India” was. She did not know
how far she had succeeded in

" getting to know the real pictuse
of India, She had seen many
things in India-—nioc enes, not
8o nice omes—and was indeed
very glad and very moved to sec
the affection shown to her and to
her father. On the otber hand
she was depressed to see the
»30cial conditions in the coun.
try—poverty and misery, which
India bad 'yet to tackle. To
some extent this problem actract.
e¢d her attention and she felt
India could offer a2 wonderful

(Continurd in mext column)

| INDIAN PAPER CRITICISES ROY WELENSKY

FUTURE OF FEDERATION
BELONGS TO AFRICANS

“INDIAN OPINION" INDIA SERVICE

NEW DELHI (By Mail},~*It is not for Sir Roy Welensky to decide
the future of Northern Rhodesia, or any part of the Central African
Federation for that matter " This observation is made by the influential
Madras daily, “The Hindu, It adds: *That right must inevitably bes

long to the Africans.

The manner in which London has allowed the con*

ference on the Federation to drag on, while it permitted Sir Roy to whittle
down its plans for Northern Rhodesia cannot produce any sease of cons
fidence among Africans.  The chaos in the Congo is being cited os a reas
son for going slow with constitutional progress in Northern Rhodesia,
But what is likely to happen riow is that the success of reactionary forces
may lead to large-scale disturbances in a country which is quite willing to

make progress at a suitable pace but not at so slow a pace to make such

“progress" indistinguishable frem a stalemate of bitter frustration

#‘The Hindu comments:

Both Mr., Kaunda, of the
United National Independence
Party,, and Mr. Nkrumbula, of
the African National Congress,
have been bitterly critical of the
British ,Goveroment whom they
accuse of having yielded to the
pressure exerted by Sir Roy and
bis United Federal Party.: These
African leaders are moderates and
would like to co-operate with
Britain in achieving their ultimate
aim of “one man one vote™ by
gradual stages, These moderates
have to reckon all the time with
the extremists in their own coune
try, if not in their ownf parties,
and cannot yield beyond a certain
limit if they are to continue being
influential among their people.
They cannot, for instance, agree,
that, for ever, the 75,000" Euro-
peons in  Northern Rbodesia
should have the same number ‘of
seats in the legislature as the two
million' Africans. Nor are the
Afticans in Northern Rhodesia

(Continued from prepious column)

field to do constructive wotk, for
one to dedicate one's lifs to that
end.  But she did not know
whether she could make India
" her home and settle down bete
for good. First she had to take
the consent of her mother, who
could not come with her for
several reasons, one of them
-being that she bad her own
mother, very old and ill and 30
v had to be looked after,

anxious 10 contince in the Fed-
etation which will be dominated
by the Europeans, especially from
Southern Rbodesia. How well
founded their fears in this regard
are has been shown by Sir Roy's
sabre-rattling tactics against which
the British Commonwealth Re.
lations Secretary, Mr, Sandys. has
felt compelled to register a pro-
test.  Sir Roy has totally rejected
even the modest proposals of the
British Government and has or.
dered a mabilisation of the Eurg-
pean territorial troops of the
Central African Fedecation. The

'

Colonial Secretary, Mr Macleod
is now faced with a straight
challenge to the power and
authority of the British Govern-
ment,

The European settlers in the
Federation bave, by and large,
tried to mabke out Jthat the Afri-
can nationalists are preparing
for large-scale disturbances,
though they have failed all along
lo produce convincing evidence
in support of this allegation,
But now Sir Roy has opealy
challenged African  nationalism
and has made very disparagiog
remarks about jt. Perhaps he
thinks he can crush  Aftican
natiopalism, as the whites have
tried Lo in the Union of South
Africa. 1f the Brilish Govern-
ment look on while he does what
be likes with the African movye.
ment for freedom, they would
not merely be playing with fire
but would lase the respect of the
world which Britain has earned
because ber colonial policies have
been comparatively liberal,

———

MADRAS STATE IS
NOW TAMIZH NADU

. (“Indian Opinion"” India Service )

TN EW DELHI (By Mail) ~The
Goverament of Madras have
decided that Madras Stats be
refecred to in Tamil by the name
“Tamizh Nadu” feom now on,
This replaces thre psesent equis
valent of “Chennai Rajyam” used
by the Government. Madrar
City would, hewever, continue
te be called “Chennai” and the
English equivalent of the State's
mame and that of the capital
would be Madras.

The decision of the Govern-
ment waz aonnounced in the
Legislative Assembly by Mr, C.
Subramaniam, Fisance Minister
a0d Leader of the House,  reply.
g to the discussion cn a nons

official resolution for renaming
the State as Tamil Nad,

Mr. Subramaniam said that
lbe State Government did nod
Propose to spomsor any legisla-
tion in Parliament to amend the
Coastitution of India for the
purpose of altering the name of
the State. He, however, sound.
ed a warning that the change of
name should not lead 1o any
lisguistic famaticism but should
only foster greater love for
‘Tamil,

The mover of the resolution,
M. P. S, Chinnadueai, Leader

of the PSP, withdrew his resoly.
jop aftes the Wliziaaest, renly
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Municipal indifference
Zq& VERY sore point in the relations between Indian

ratepayers and the municipalities in which they

live is the gross indifference of the local authorities
to the needs of the Indian citizens, The Indians are call-
ed upon to pay rates and all the other municipal and pro-
vincial taxes but, unfortunately, the municipalities and the
Province do not care very much for the requirements of
the Indian people. In fact, if they care at all it is 2 mat-
ter for surprise—and gratitude,  In this respect Durban,
the city in the Union which carries the largest concentra-
tion of Indian people and which makes the loudest boast
of being the most British city in the country is the gross-
est offender. One has only to look around to see how
the Indian people arc neglected. The Municipality of
Durban is by no means slow in collecting rates but it is
pre-eminently slow in providing the normal municipal
amenities to the Indian people. And because of this per-
sistent indifference on the part of the Municipality' the
Indian people themselves have given up ‘expecting any-
thing in retuen for the rates which they pay.

Indians as ratepayers and citizens expect a competent
municipal bus service in Durban but they get what is an
apology of a bus-service, Replying to a request made
by the Igurbau Indian Municipal Employees Society the
City Colncil said that it did not have the finances to pro-
vide bus-shelters for non-white users of the 1unicipal
service and yet it finds 450,000 for recreational amenities
Europeans. Indian residential areas are grossly
neglected, The sanitation is primitive because the Coun-
cil cannot find the money for sewerage. One Indian
company developing a residential area for Indians within
2 few miles of the heart of the city has had to provide its
own sewerage system for the township. The arrangement
scems to be that when.the Council can afford it, it wilj
repay the Indian firm the cost of this, Surely Indians as
ratepayers aie cntitled to a sanitation service from the
Municipality. European arcas at greater distances are
provided with services, as a matter of course,

for

Roads in Indian areag are slushy arid muddy’ and
sarrow. Pavements do not exist and grass is allowed to
grow freely. Lven where roads are tarred there is no
regular maintenance; there are pothales on the roads and
the surfaces are uneven.
One has only to drive thfolgh an Indian residential 'area
to see these things for himself.  With the Luropean it is
different.  His :}reas'get preference and constant atten-
ton. He has a representative on the Council. e is
not only taxed but he is also represented. The lodian is
faxed but not represented; and. taxation without represen-
tation has been called tyranny, In view.of the gross in-
differchce of the City of Durban towards the nceds of

Examples of this are legion. .

= R

The Need For Inter-
Religious Understanding

KTHANKAR In apRABUDPHA BHARATA”

By Y. N, SU

——_—-—'

wants to eopsolidate itself by
tightening up its regulations,
Such religions are, as a rule,
dogmatic; they lay down a code
of conduct and require that cere
t2in rites and rituals should be
scrupulously followed.  Fottue
nately, compared with some
other countries, India has been

HERE wasa time when
religion, instead of uniting,
divided the people. It, of course,
ereated  upity within a  group,
whether small or big; but outside
that’ group, instead of bringing
about uaity, it created dissensions
and hostilities leading to bitter
wars. The reason for this must
be looked for in the origin of reli-
gion, Itcould best be described
a5 an eteenal quest.  In the very
eacly stages of the world, there
was a lot to frighten man, Un-
familiarity always frightens bim.
Thunder, lightening, heavy rains,
earthquakes, and the like were
the phenomena of which he could
not give to himself any satisfac~
tory explanation. He therefore
looked them as poOWers, malignant
and cruel. This gave rize to the
thought of punishment and re-
uibution. God punished  the
evil doer.  The evil-doer was
one who did not accept the be-
Yiefs of the group. When more
and more groups were formed, it
was found that varying beliefs
were hetd by different groups
The strange beliefs were feared
as likely to bring down the
punishment of God. These bee
liefs maust therefore be ceushed.
Later, as civilisation progressed,
these beliefs persisted, but ina
different and modified form. Just
as the ego of the child develops,
and becomes more marked and
inflated as the child 'grows, be-
comes 2 boy, and later a man,
the game is the case witk 2 nation,
Tts ego flourishes, and the nation
must impose its culture and re-
ligion on other natioms ' and
peoples,  This led to wats of
conquest, motivated by religious
beliefs. ‘Some religions, of course,
weee more militant than others;
and the followers of those relis
gions looked upon religious wars
as dictated by a solemn duty,

It will be seen that these re-
marks apply to a particular type
of religion, viz. religion in an
organized form, - Such a religion

.

That is due to the fact that
Hinduism looked upon religion
az samething petsonal. This was
the influence of the Upanisadic
thought. The sages and seers of

the speculative thought, They
went on sutmounting one obe
gtacle after apother, attained to
a koowledge which was beyond
all phenomena, and finally came
to the conclusion that, however
different may be its manifesta-
tjons, the truth was ope,” Bude
dhism, similacly, laid stress oo
tolerance, compassion, and pogs
viclence. Al this had a pérma-,
nent effect on the Hindu thought.
Today, religion is looked upon
48 something personal—a per-
sonal relationship between God
and man,

1t may be contended that reli-
gion is now a spent force. Maost
of the dogmas could be believed
only by credulous persoas, These
would mot stand the test of
science, The various scientific
discoveries have given a great
stimulus to materialism, It will

otganized religion,  Sir George
Thomson, FRS. Master of
Corpus Christi College, who

of the British Association for the
Advancement of Scietice, tecently,

of science—control and undes-
standing of nature. Control of

were feared by sections of map-
kind. '
nature, science has something in’

( Conlinued on page 1]1)

I B s N e £

presided over the annual session’

free from religious wats as such. '

India admitted no restrictions to’

be seen that this ‘criticism of
religion really applies to the

b
t

said that there were two aspects

nature led 10 consequences which

Io trying to understand

it

8

™

) g
more than half its citizens it is welcome news that some"
people on the Council are even thinking of giving the
non-Whites of the city some direct representation on the
Council. It is not likely that much will come of the pro-'
posal for a committee to inquirc into this question and to
make a report to the full Council.  Let us hope, liow-
ever, that some advance is made on the subject of non-
\White representation on the City Cotincil of Durban,


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

14th April; 1961

INDIAN OPINITON

107

Apartheid Incompatible With Whole Spirit Of Commonwealth

VERWOERD PUTTING HISTORY

I HAVE not quite as long as

I hoped to have so I shall
get straight down to answering
some of the points which have
been raised,

Mr, Callaghan asked about the
attitude towards the United
Nations. Icannot getinto great
detail oo this  We shall not be
inhibited from expressing our
opinion about apartheid but that
does not mean—I want to make
this quite clear—that we shall
igaore, as we suggested, the legal
position. We do not believe it
enbances the status or influecne
of the United Nations to pass
loosely worded resolutions to

arrogate to the United Nations

powers which go far beyond the
terms of the Charter.

An honourable gentlemen agke
ed about the defence arranges
ments with South Aftica and in
particular the question whether
South Africa would supply a
division for the defence of the
Middle East, The South African
Government made it clear several
years ago that they considered
that arranpements had lapsed,
There are other arranpements,
bamd on an exchange of letters
in 1955, which provide for cer-
tain naval defence arrangements
which I belicve are to the mutual
advantage of both countries But
they will naturally be the subject
of examination and I am not
propesing to make any commit-
ment about the future of these
arrapgements here tonight.
Citizenship

A number of references have
been made to citizenship, Mr,
Turton urged that South Africans
should be given the same status
ag the Irish. Again I do not
wish to anticipate our study of
this extremely complex and deli-
cate question but I must however
point out that the position of
Iteland and that of South Africa
are ot the same.  The tefritory
of the Irish Republic was uatil
1921 part of the United King-
dom aad is geographically par.
of the British Isles, .The Re-
public of Ireland has a coms
mon frontier with the (United
Kingdom and her citizens are
tonstantly coming in to work
here.

Mr Russell urged that nothing
should be done to disturb trade
relations with South Africa. Our
special relations with  South
Aftica in trade and economic
matters rest in the rmain upon
‘bilateral agreements. While most
of these sprang from special poli-
tical relationship between South
Aftica and Britain the withdrawal
of South Africa from the Come

22nd, 1961

Prime  Minister, Dr.

INTO REVERSE

We reproduce below the full text of the speech by the Secretary
of State for Commonwealth Relations, Mr. D. Sandys, in reply
to the debate on South Africa in the House of Commons on March
Immediately after withdrawing his application
for membership of the Commomwealth, the South
Verwoerd,
withdraiwal would not  affect verp much, if at all, relations
between the Republic of S.A and Britain, and Jorecast the dis-
integration of the Commomwealth.
refuted both these. His speech deserves careful study,

African

made the claim that the

Mr. Sandys has categarically

monwealth does not have the
effect of rerminating these agree
meats. ’

We welcome Dr, Verwoerd's
statement that South  Africa
wishes to remain 2 member of
the Sterling Area and we share
-this hope that trade between our
two countries will be maintained
and expanded, :

In bhis-recent speeches Dr.
Verwoerd has been giviog the
impression that South Africa’s
withdrawal from the Common-
wealth will make no difference—
that everyihing between us will

- bkjust the same and pethaps a
little better. I know that to him
South Africa's membetship of
the Commonwsalth means ptima-
rily close relations with Britain,
We too wish to maintain close
telations with South Afriea, But
tous the Commonwealth means
something more than 2 number
of separate bilateral Jinks betswveen
Btitain and each of the members
of ithe Commonwealth, To us
the Commonwealtk: i3 above al| a
collective relationship in ., which
we consult together, think tg-
‘gether and. as far ag possible,
work together for the advance.
Iment of broad common objzctives.
For reasons which ,we all regret
Seuth Africa will go longer be
fepresented in this Common.
wealth fellowship, We hope
however that its absence will be
oo more than temporary and that
a time will come when jn changed
citcumstances we shal] be able to
welcome back a reprecentative of
Sewth Afriea at our Common.
wealth family table,

Privilepes

As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said, we must not let it be
thoupht that it makes no differ-
ence whether one is in or out of
the Commonwealth, M, Turcton
urgcc‘l that South Africa should
comtinue to take part in the
consultative machinery of the
Commonwealth, 1 am sure that
none of us desires to distupt lopg
established links  with  Sourh
Africa but as Mr.  Malcolm

. are required to conform,

MacPherson said we must be
careful not to destroy the value
of Commonwealth membership
by giving to thuse who are not
members all the privileges of
those who are,

As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said the withdrawal of South
Africa has naturally given rise to
aoxieties about the future de-
velopment and evolution of the
Commonwealth.

Lt. Cmdr, Mayon and other
Hon. Members expressed the
view that the discussion of aparts
heid at the Prime Ministers’
Conference had set a dangerous
precedent for future interference
in one another’s interoal affairs.

They fear this may encourage
member countries to make charges
and counter-charges, attacks and
counter attacks, against each
other and that there will always
bs somebody in the dock, If
thiogs were to develop in that
way it would of course be quite
disastrous It would completely
poison our relations, and would
no doubt soon bring about the
dissolution of the Commonwealth,
ButI donot believe that thoce
fears are well founded.

The Leader of the Libera]
Party said that the Commontwealth
should not be regarded just as a3
cosy club and I agree with him,
It must, he said, stand for prin.
ciples. I agree with him also
about that provided that we never
attempt to define too precisely
what those principles are,

Commonwealth Prime Minis.
ters have always wisely resisted
the ides of establishing a-code of
conducs to which all members
Qur
relations are governed not by a
book of rules but by what bhas
been described as a general con-
census of opinson.  But although
there may be no precise definition
of principles for which the
Commontwealth stauds there are
certain thinps for which it clearly
does not stand and which are in.
compatible with the whole spirit
which inspires it. One of those
things is the policy of apartheid

as preached and practised in
South Africa,

Discrimination
aatiittiacion

We must of coutse recognise
that racial disctimina'ion sl
exists in many countsies of the
world, Incidentally these are not
confined, 23 one might imagine
by reading some newspapers,
entirely to British Colonial Terri«
toties. But South Africa’s policy
is different, not coly in degree
but in kind, As the Leader of
the Opposition said, there is a
difference between precept and
practice. Everywhere else out-
side South Africa Governments
are tryiog more or less success-
fully progressively to eliminate
racial  discrimination  between
their citizens. In South Africa
on the other hand discrimination
and scgregation have beea elevats
ed jato a principle; an objective
of policy; something to be proud
of; an inspiring ideal,

Anyona who attended 1the
Prime Ministera’ Conferenge
must havs felt that on 1his sobs
jeot Dr. Verwoerd was lalking a
totally different langnsge from
that of the rest of his colleagnes,
Eo is deliberately tryinp to awim
against the whole oarrent of
world thought. He ig tryicg to
pat history into reversa.

It may bo sajd that howaver
wrong and illveoneaiveq apart-
heild may be it is Sonth Afrioy's
internal affair and doeg not
afleot her externad relations with
other memberz of the Common~-
wolths (It muet Lowever bo
recoguised that apartheid hag
aroused deep emotions throogh.
ont the world and has cegsed to
be a matter of porely domes'ig
conoern.

Bat, quite apart from the
wider considerations of homanily
it is olear that Sonth Afrioa's
raolal policy and her atliluds
trwarda raciol matterg hag becoms
incompalible  with tfTective
operalion of the Commonwenlth
relationship. Tha Commonwealth
ie essentially an aegocialion of
nations of diferent rages and
colonrs who have edlabiished a
olese and epecial relatlonship
with one another, That oloss
and speoial relationship® can be
malntained in one way only, and
that is by ooatlinnons ang intis
mote oonsaltation betweeg their
Governments, Yet while applys
ing for continned membership
the South African Governmen,—
nnd this is gomething whigh bit
very deep into all othep mem-
bere—atill firmly refgan to re.
esive diplomatioe repregentutiveg

(Continued from page 110)
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EBritish Premier On What Shocked The Commonwealth Prime Ministers

APARTHEID AGHORRENT TO

TTAST weel I announced to
the House the decision of the
Prime Minister of South Africa
to withdraw the application of
the South Africap Goveroment
to remain in the Commonwealih
after that country becomes a
Republic on 3yst May, 1 de-
scribed this decision as unavoids
able in the circumstances,
Although the House iv well
acqueinted with the general
background, I think it would be
as well for me to say e fow
words about the developments
which have led South Africa to
withdraw from the family of
pations forming the Common.
weallh,

Hon. Members will recall that
Iast year the representative of
South Africa informed the Prime
Ministers’ Conlcrence that his
Government infended to holda
referendum on the proposal that
South Africa should become a
republic. At that mesting Come
monwealth Prime Ministers were
asked to give their agreement in
advance to continued Y ember.
thip of a.Republican South
Africa in the Commonwenlth,
The Prime Ministers felt une
willing at that time to agree.

They were ioflucnced by two
considerations, First, such a
decision might have been con.
strued as an attempt to influence
the relerendum end therefore an
iaterferer co in a matter which
was clearly one for the people
of South Africe alone, Secondly,
precedents showed that although
it was not necessary to with.
hold approval until all cop.
stitutional procesies had been
completed, it was not proper to
give approval before o decision
to mabie a constitutional charge
of this kind was beyond uil
doubt, South Africa was nc.
cordiogly invited to delay the
application for renewed Meme
betship until after the referen«
dum, That was last year,

The refereadum was beld in
October, 7960, As the Hausse
Rnows, the result was in favour
of a Republic. The necessary
legislation in South Africa has
been introduced and the inten«
tion is to declare a Republic at
tha end of May this year. Ac.
cordiogly, when the Prime Min.
inter of South Africa brought
this question to the Conlerence
this moanth there wasno looger
any reasoa to delay a decision.

Not Possible
"'ne application which be put
forward was for South Africa to

We repreduce below the full text of the speech made by
the British Prime Minister, Mr. Harold MacMillan, in the
House of Commons on March 22nd, on South Africa’s
withdrawal from the Commonwealth, This spoech is very
important especially in view of the claims made by the
South African Prime Minister about South Africa’s future
relations with Britain and the continued existence of the
Commonwealth,

VANKIND

bers and many people in the
coustry took a different view
but I will give my rcasons
frankly.

Abhorrent

No one in this House approves
—indeed we all deplore—the
principle which underlies the

stay in the Commonwealth a3 a  varions ways the relations be- policy generally kaown gs apart-

Republic, If it hed beep pot-
sible to deal with the applicas
tion as a purely constitutional
matter, there need have been no
difficulty, for the great decision
of principle as to whether the
Commonwealth should continue
to reat on allegiance to the
Crown or whether Republican
States might be Members was
in foct gottled in 7949. In that
year India became a Republic
but remained a Member of the
Commonwealth zceepting the
Sovereign s Jead of the Cow-
monw:elth as the symbol of our
upity. Since thep, Pakistan and
Ghane have become Republics
withia the Commonwealth and
Ceylon has been given an assur.
ance that she will coatipue to
be welcome as a Republican
Member although she is in fact
still a monarchy.

It was clear that the Com-
monwealth Prime Ministers as
a whole did oot feel themselves
able to treat the continued
Membership of South Africa as
2 purely formal or procedural
question, In view of strong
feelings on the racial policies
pursued by the Government of
South Africa, the discussion
could not be narrowed to the
constitutionel point. Bee:use
of the wide implications of
South Africa’s racial policies
for other Members of the Coms
monwealih nod their effect op
.world opinion this matter could
not ba dealt with on the basis
of the constitutional change
alone.

Dr. Verwoerd himself TeCOg"
nised this, Although it is ag
established conveation of these
meeting that we do not discuss
domestic affairs of a Member
country without the consent of
that country, the Prime Mjpis.
ter of South Alrica apreed that
on this ocession the racial policy
of the Union Government should
be discussed, In this I am sure
he was right for this question
had become, as I iay, more than
& matter of domestic jnterest to
South Africe.
widespread international inter.
est and concern, It offected iy

It bed aroused_

tween South Africa and other
Members of the Commonwealth.
It was even threatening fto
damape the concept of the
Commonwealth itself as 2 multi-
racial association, In all those
circumstances it was impossible
to overlooh the racial issue, In
fact, as the House Enows, it
became the dominant issue, and
the purely consttutional poijat
was overshadowed.

Not Accepted

May I say in passiog that Ido
not at all accept the view, whick
1 have seen expeessed in the las
few days, that this means that
the Commocwealth will in

_future turn itself into a body for
passing judgment oo the inlers
nal affairs of Member countries,
I see no reason why the exioting
convention to which I have
referred should not be main-
tained. After all it was oot
broken on this oceasion, for the
Prime Minister of South Africa
agreed that this discussion
should be held, There wete, as
I have indicated, good reasons
why it should have been held
on this occasion—because of the
grave external effects of the
policy to which 1 bave drawn
attention,

I had at this Conference two
fuoctions, inevitable in the cit-
cumstances, woere by tradition
the Prime Minister of the United
Kinpdom is invited to preside
over these meetings, First, ns
Chairman, it was my duaty to
guide the discussion and try to
lead it to the decision most
helpful to growing coroperation
within the Commonwealth. It
was also my duty to present the
view of the British Government
and I hope of the British peaple.

1 have never conceated, nor do
I wish now to conceal, from the

“House or conntry, that in my
view thers were very good argus
ments for allowing the opplica~
tion of South Africa on consti-
tutional grounds but at the same
time czpressing strongest dis-
approval of her racisl policies,
I xoow that mony Hon, Mame

heid. That is not becanse many
of us are unware of our own
failings or anxious ta throw the
fiest stone.  Hardly any country
at some time in its history gor
even at the present time cap
stand blameless. All Rinds of
discrimication—not only racial
but political, religious and cule
tural—in one form or znother
have been and are stil] practised
olten as a survival of long tradis
tion. But the fundamental dif.
ference between ours and the
South African philosophy is that
w3 are trying to escape from
these inherited practices. We
ate trying with varying degees
of success but always with &

single purpose, to move away

from this concept in any ' form.
What shocted the Conference
was that the policy of the pres
seat South African Government
appeared to set up what we
would regard &s an unhappy
practice, inberited from the past
perhaps, as a philosophy of
action for the future. This
philosopby eecmed sltogether
remote from and indeed ab.
hotrent to the ideals towards
which mapkind is struggling
in this ceatury, in the free world
at any rate, and perbaps—who
Enows? sooner or later behind
the Iron Curtajp,

It was not therefore becauge '
ell of us are without sin that we
felt so0 strongly. It was because
this gpartheid theory tranaposes
what we rerard ag g wroog into
a ri_gbt. I do not question sipe
cerity with which these views
are held by many people in
South Africa or their very deep
conviction that theirg jg the
right course in the interests of
-all races; but we in Britain have
never been in doubt that this is
& Wrong toursse,

A year ago in Cape Town, 1
tried to expregs—1 hope cm'n-
teously, but quite firmly—what
was the British view, and I do
oot think many people in thig
House dissented from what I
thensaid. All this accentuation
and systemisation of the policy
of aparthetd is samething very
new. I amnot Baying there way
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o discrimination io the days of
the great South African jleaders
like Smuts and Botha but.thess
men had in their minds an ipe
spired vision‘and had the ine
tention and purpose of moving
gradually towards it. I still
believe that as the years go by
this ideal will grow in strength
to'South Africa.

Isit then right, I asked my.
sell, to cut South Africa away
from the Commonwenlth? Our
two countries havs links forged
in history, We have Rpown
what it means to fight against
each other. We havealso Rnown
what it means to fight ‘sida 'by
tide io the defence of freedom
in two World Ware, There are
the close connections of our own
countrymeo, hundreds of thous
sands of whom will deeply

regret the severance of the Com-"

monwealth tier. But apart from
all thess stroog considerations
of sentiment, I was not satisfied
that the exclusion of South
Africa from the Commonweaith

would best belp all those Euyge.

pean people who do not accept
the doctrine of apartheid and the
growing body whose opinions
are in flux. Nor as far as I
conld 'ses would it Help the
willions of Alricans, Moreover,
it wemed to me there was dan.
gerof falling iolo a somewhat
pharimical nttitude in this, In
myview—aod I am oot ashamed
to tay s0—it was better to hold
out our hands and help then;to
avert our eyes and pass by on
the other side.

Very Litile

It is net my inteniion, nor do
I think it would be proper for
' me togive an account of the
; discursions which took place at
- the Conference, Thaose discus-
sions are copfidential and all
Prime Ministers should try to
© preserve in respect of them the
* traditional confidence of a pg.
tional cabinet. However the
communique which we pube
lished—and it wms publisk.
ed' with the agreement of all
toncerned including the Prime
Minister of Bouth Africa—niada
quite clear what happened apg
L have very little to add.

But I-am convinced—apd I
must say thic—that had Dr,
Verwoerd shown the smallest
move towards understacding of
the the views of his Cimmop.

+ wealth colleagues or made any
toocession; bad he given us apy-
thing to hold oo to or any
grounds for hope; 1 still thinl
theConference would hava logk.

, &d beyond the immediate diffie
culties to the possibilities of the
futuré, For after all eur Come
mopwealth is not  treaty-made
league of Governments; it is gqg
association of peoples.

But the Prime Minister of
South Alrics, with sn honesty
which one must recognise, made
it abundantly clear beyond all
doubt that he would not think
it right to relex in any form the
extreme rigidity of his dogma,
either cow or in the future. And
itis n dogma, To usitisstrange
bat it is a dogma which is held
with all the force of ooe of those
old dogmas which men fought
and struggled for in the past.

Our discussions were beld in
an atmosphers of great courtecy,
dignity and calm, but that
made the underlyiog tension all
the more real, There wos no
question of the expulsion of
South Africa, for it became
apparent to Dr. Verwoerd hime
self that he could not serve
the Commonwealth or help (its
upity nnd coherenca in any other
way egcept by withdrawing his
application. This be did, und
so for the time being ended ovet
half a century of South Africa’s
Membership of our Commone
wealth,

Not The End

Nevertheless I do not feal we
should regard this as the end of
thestory: We shall alway have
a special feeling for the peopls
of South Alrica—of all races.
We shall watch with continuing
interest their development and
I still think thet the more we
are able to maintain personal
and individal contacts with our
friends there the preater our
influence will prove to be,

But at the end of the day I do
not believe it will be words
which will win—cestainly not
bitter wards and recrimication:
What might well ipfluence the
people of South Africa most is
proof that those of us who exto]
the victues of partnersh’p be.
tween the races are able to
translate ous theories into facts;
to establish on African soil a
practical example of pon.racial
society that wocke to {he benefit
ol &ll its peoples, Today we
bave such & chance in Central
Alrice and T pray that we and
those of every party and race o
these territories will geizs it
while the time yet remains,

I do not for 8 moment yoders
estimate the difficulties or mags
nitude of the political problems
which stand in the way, Of
courie theres are diffsronces
both,of view and above all of
emphasis, especially about the
pace of advance; but I beljeye
we are all ngreed on our ob.
jective. In that spirit lot ur
move towards it. In that way
I think we can best belp South
Africa,

Last Thursday I undertook o
s2y a word or two mbout some

of the practscal problems which
will arise s » result of this
decision. I am sure the House
will understand that although
these rre being carefully studied
by {ths Departments ‘conceroed,
Iam not yet in a position te do
more than speal in very general
terms, The questions fall into
different categories of varying
importance, Even if South
Africa bad remaided jo~ “thé
Commoowealth the change from
monrrchy to Republic would
bave required coosequential
legislalion in our Parlinment.
But this would have been coms
paratively simple, and would
have followed precedent,

We bave now to comsider
other results, and these matters
caonot be settled without a good
deal of thought on ench side or
without negotiations with the
South [African Government, Tt
will probahly be most conveni-
ent to introduce a Bill to make
temporary provision for a period
immediately following 3715t May.
The purpose of such a Bill will
be to maintain the opetation of
existing law for a specified
limited period both in the
United Kingdom and British
Dependent Territorier, This will
give us an interval daring which
both Geveroments can consider
the important questions which
have to be dealt with.

Important Questions
el bl 4 T

First, there is the question of
nationality or citizeoship, Thic
isa deeply pemonal matter
causing ny doubt enxiely to
many South Africans, both these
liviog in South Aftica and
especinlly those of British des
scent and those very many South
Africans livingand worRing oute
side tne Union, We must ook
carefully intc tais and moRe no
burried decisions.

Thea thers are certain trade
ond fingocial matters which _we
must consider. As regards the
sterling acen the Prime Ministar
of South Africa has already said
his country would wish to res
main & member, No legislation
is needed in this connection, As
the House well Pnows there are
a pumber of countries outsids
the Commonwealth who are
already members of the sterling
ares, These include not merely
tountries libe Burma which
were formerly part of the old
British Empire but clsa coun-
tries like ‘Iceland Jordan and
Libye,

Then there is the question of
preferential arrangersentsiwhich
affect trade both ways, These
ars poverned by o biletera]
agreement concluded after the
Ottawa Conference in 932 and

will be upaffected by Seuth

Africa’s changedstatus, I pm
informed that the meintennnce
el these preferential nrronpa
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ments is not affected by our
bbligations under G,A.T.T. There
ars other fields where we have
co-operated with successive
South African Governments and
if both our ‘countries regard it
as mutually advantageous sod
i itis found to be compatible
with South Africa’s nonsmems
benship of ;the Commonwenlth,
I have no doubt this co-opera-
tion can and will continue,

I am socry 1 cannot give more
precise information to the House
at this stage, Meanwhile I re-
peat that I am sure the best
course is to jntroduce a stand-
still Bill to give us time to sort
these matters out in negatiation
between the two Governments,

Right And Dubles
elacl:hid £t TSl

In quite another class are our
tights nnd duties townrds the
threa High Commission Terrie
tories. These Territories remain
in the same relationship with
us s before and we shall con.
tinue to accept and discharge
our obligations and responsi-
hilities in accordance with the
undertabiogs which bave baeg
many times repested by many
of my predecessors, We must,
of course, also recognise that
they bave common borders and
close ecomomic ties with the
Uaion of South Alrica, 'end no
doubt there will be many prac-
tical questions cencerning the
High ; Commission  Territories
which we shall have to coge
tioue to discuss with the Union
Government, There are mgny
such questions—postal arraoges
meats, railway arrengements
and many thing of that Ling.

I donot wish to detain the
House except pethaps to allow
me to add a fow general reflec.
tions. There are some who
think the Commonwenlth will
be gravely and even fatally
injured by this blow, I do not
altogether shaze this view, I do
oot shareitarall, After a]] i
the year since the war the whole
concept of the Commonwealth
bas radically chapged. In the
Ppast it was four or five countries
populated by people of broadly
British descent linkeq together
by their common allegiance as
subjects of the Crown, From
1949 onwards it has become more
and more a group of countries
associated historically with this
island, developed, strengthened,
brought to their independence by
long and not inplorious effort of
ordinary British men and women
—missionaries, traders, doctors,
and  administrators — countries
who with these recollections of
the past bave decided 1o go for.
ward together and face perils of
the future. This association must
depend nmot on old concept of
tommon allegiance but upon ¢y,

o PR TSl - \
(.mﬁ. UNAE BINS Py i,
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Verwoerd Putting History

Into

Reverse

(Continued jrom page [ 07) H

from any nonsEnropesn mem-
bers of the Uommonweslthi

Mockery
sl

This makes 3 mookery of con*
cultation tnd in any osse wo
oannot acoept that beosuee of
the eolour of their gkina certain
members of the Commonwealth
are to ba treated = lepers,- By
this refussl to' have normal
external relations with Afriosn
gud Aslan countries, sven when
they are members of the Com-
monwealth family, South Africa
has hergelf carried the principla
of apartheidinto the internation=
gl spheres ’

Viscount Hinchipgbrooke in-
terrupted to say? “The whole
Houae is behind my Right Hon.
Friend io what he is now
gayings 1 mean thats But can
he tell ug whether any efforte
have besn made through diplo
matio ohsnnels or Common®
wealth Relations channele to get
Qonth Africa to chonge that
point of view in the last eight-
asn monthe?”

Sandys oontinned : T om glad
my Hon. Friend hag raised that
point becanee I believe it is
crnoial and goes to the root of
the-trouble, 1 thipk overyone
roaliged at this Conferance that
it is a waste of breath to ask the
South Afriesu Government to
ohange their raoial  policies.
The whols state and the whole

polioy is based on the concep-,

lion of pegregation snd aparls
heid. L't what nobody could
really understand wos how the
Sonth African Government oconld
apply for continued membership
of the Commonwealth and pro*
fops to want to work topether
with other members of the Come
monweslth and at the game time
do that beoanse their faces are
black or brown, or whatever it
may be, they were not prepared
to receive 8 High Commiesioner
or & diplomatic representative
from Ghano, Nigeris, India,
Pakistan, or Malaya. Cleatly
that meant they wers not inters
sited in the conoception of the
Commonwealth relationship es
we nnderatand its At thia meet-
ting the point wae raiged over
and over egain. It is & matler
which hag heen golog oo for &
long time. It hae beeo o ocatee
of friotion and difficulty for o
leng time. The Prime Minister
may bear me ont when L say
thatit the South African Gov-
ernment, in the coarse of the
Oonfersnce, had eaid, not that
they wers going to do away with
apartheid but wera going ot apy
rate to make thia gesture of ree
ottving diplomatio representa

tives from other Commonweslth
countries than Enropean ones it
might have altsred the whole
atmosphere.

Better OF

Verwoerd has eaid that the
withdrawal of Somth Afriea
would ba followed by the dis+
integration of the Common-
wgalth- I must say #omething
abontthat. IhLave no wish to
hurt snybody’s feelings: Had
Dr. Verwoerd not raissd the
igpue himself I ehould have
preforred not to dironss whether
we would be worse off for the
departure of Sonth Afrioas
Whatever view wo may take of
the "events of the last week I
think we must agree on one
thing—that the withdrawal of
Gonth Africa will have the
effect not of dividing but of
nniting mora closely the nations
of the Commonweaith:

It seeme that the South Afrie
can Government have not underd
stood the chgnged charaoter of
our modern Commonweslth agsov
ciations The role of the Com-
monwealth is not to baild a
bloo of racially bLomogeneous
natiopss It is rather, as Mr.
Callaghan eaid, to build a bridge
between the peoples of all races
and oreeds- Its pnrpose is not to
pregent a united front but to
provide a unifsing influence in
a deeply divided world. With
the exception of Honth Afriea,
eash of tha members of the
Commonwealth has its  own
cirele oi frispds with whom it
has more gpoocial affinity whether
through gecgraphy, race, reli-
gion o ollianoe. These various
oiroles of friends, when put
together, embrace in one way or
another the greater part of the
globe. In faot, outside the Com<
munist world there is scaroely
aoy group of natione in whioh
membera of the Commonwealth
do not play a leading role.

Iam glad Mr, Callaghan res
forred to the declaration on dig-
armament which I helieve to be
gomothing of great importanoe:
It therefors membera of the
Commenwealth can manage to
evolve a joint approach to some
of the grest issues of the day
they will be in a position to
afford  oollective multisracial
leadership of & kind which was
pever mora nesded than it e
today.

1 eald: *"With the exception of
Sonth Afriea” becauee she has
prograssively isolated bereelf,
with tho resnlt that she hes no
gircle of friands whoge goodwill
she oan bring inte the oommon
pool. Tt ia eesential to me to vay
these things ag it iz painful to
the Noble Lord (Hinching:
brooks) who is now, repeat now,
leaving the Chamber to listen to
them: Idoso only becamge I
am determined to refate with
gll the power at' my oommsand
the allegation that the Commons
wealth e going to dieintegrate,
tWe munpt not mioimise the
gravity of the deoision that bas
been taken by South Africa but
at the same time I am convinced
that the consequences will be
very differant from what Dr,
Verwoerd has prediated. What
bas happened was, I think,
gooner ot later inevitable. Having
now come throngh the orisis,
there ia no doubt the united
ond moral stending of the Com-~
monwealth throughout the world
will be Inereased.

Most of ua here have been
deeply stirred by the events of
the last weeks It is difflenlt to
degaribe our emotions becange
they sre a mixtore of sorrow,
rolief and confidence: sarrow at
the gevering of a long connection
in peacs snd war with the
peoples of Sonth Afrioa of all
races; relief that an iesne which
threatened to disrupt our as:o
ciation has been removed; oon®
fidence that the Commonwealth,
pow imbmed with a - greater
sense of purpoze, will go reso-
lutely forward to fulfil ilm
destiny.”

Bangles.
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v{Continued from previous poge)’

new principle of common ideal
jom, ¥
The note on whith I would
wish to close i3 simply this, Whats'
ever one’s views this is a very sad
event; 5ad because of what seemt
to us tragically mispuided and
pesverse philosophy which lies at
the root of apartheid; sad becaust «
of the many people in South
Afcica who, I am certain, would
 Yke it at least tempered and made:

wore clastic and morec humane;:

gad because this event marks the'
end of an association of ouw
countrymen for over a hundredg
years with Colonies formed in,
Cape Town, Natal and elsewhere;

sad because it is the end offa
fifty year connection which began;\
with a decision then hailed as an’
outstanding ezample of magmas.
nimity after victory; sad because

it makes a breach in a commu,
nity which has a great part to,

play in the world.

Yet I will not end on that note,,
As I said en Thursday, sad as it
is we must look to the future,
The statement on disarmament
anneyed to our final communique
is, I believe, an important and
sipnificant achievement jof this
Conference. Despile out P
accupation’s - with® aur” problems
we were able quietly and patient- ©
ly to exchange ideas and view and’
in friendly discussion to reach
and to record agreement On 2
common aim in telation to thet
most important question facing
the world today. This achieve-
ment is a demonstration of the’
vitality of the Commonwealth and!
a more convincing answer thans:
apy words of mine to any faint
hearts whose coutage is failing, |

Nor is the loss of South Afica,
to the Commonwealth, when it’
comes, the end of the story, 1.
sead in one of the newspapers a,
phrase which struck me grea!ly.’.'
Tt said the flag of Soutb Af:ica'%
must now be flown at half mast,
So beit. But let us look forward
to the day, pechaps ot so distant,
as it may seem, when it can apain’
be bosted in triumph to the masts
head, . d
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For Inter-

Religious Understanding
(Continued from page 106)

cemmon with religion and philo-
sophy. Thercfore, there need be
o conflict between science and
religion, Al the improvements
in the materialistic life brought
about by the scientific inventions
bave oot led to peace or happi-
pess in the world, The nuclear
iaventions have given risc to great
fear and anxiety, in so faras they
could be used for warlike pur-
poses. It seems as if by pressing
1 button you can destroy almost
the whele world, Democeacy,
" sgain, bhas ot materially in-
creased the happiness of man-
kind, It bas not eliminated
poverty. It has oot led{to any
appeeciable amount  of under.
sanding and sympatby among
tae peoples. Indeed, in some
pacts of the world, it is held that
democracy bas failed and some
other system of government must
be tried. In fact, great success
is claimed for . some of these
systems, a3 against 3 democratic
form of goveeament, It i clear
thaithere is geeat dissatisfaction
and restlessness all over the
world It is therefore essential
that romething else is required,
and thatbomething is religion—
not so much in an - orgasized
form, but something which will
lead to geauine spiritual attain-
ments, And this is necessary for
every ohe—for the common man,
for the ruler, for the administra-
tor, for the politician, for the
scientist, and for the statesman,
Professor Tawney, in his book
"Religion and the Rise of Capi-
talism", has given an apt quota-
tation from Bishop Berkeley:
,“Whatever the world thinks, he
who bath oot much meditated
}upon God, the human mind, and
"the szmmum bonum may possibly
make a thriving carthoworm, but
will most indubitably make a
torry patciot acd 2 sorry statess
mn.'

The Ramakrishna Mission has
played an important parst in the
telgious history of the country,
and continues to do so even
today. The greatest contribution
of Syi Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
to religious thought wasa moral
tjothesis of religion, He was not

'lust tolerant to other religions,
‘bu! "he believed that  they
were true,  What is more, he
txperimented in some of them
and found for himself that they
were  peefectly true, In his
teachings, he explained the re-
tulta of his experimemts by
bomely jllusirations, He des-
‘tribed  differeat  religions ‘g
different paths,  Just .as Kaljs
ghat could be reached by different
tads, which people

OPted e

according to their needs and
convenience, so could the differ-
ent religions lead to the same
destination, Agother illustration
of hig was that of a mother and
ber children, She cooked the
same fish in different forms for
ber children, according to their
age and state of health, So each
coc adopted the religion which
suited him best, but they were
all true,

POLICY [OF
NON-ALIGNMENT

NEW DELHI (By Mail)—Ad-

.drzssing a meeting of students in

the Punjab University campus
Mr. V., K. Krishna Menon,
Defence Minister, said in Chan-
digarh that when India joined
the community of independent
nations the world was divided
into opposing blacs. The coun-
try's own interests, therefore,
watranted that she should keep
out of other peoples’ quarrels'and
follow a policy of non-alignment,

Referring to the importance of
economic plaaning, Mr. Menon

said that even before the attain-

ment of independence people in
India had started thinking of
plans for the economic develop-

meot of the country. It was
only after independence that
povetnment addressed itself 1o

the task of matiomal reconstruc:
tion with the aim of providing
basic economic needs to the
people. In fulflment of that
objective the country was faced
with many difficulties,
Production in the country, be
said, was now an the increase but
there was 3 race between rising
prodoction and growing popula-
tion. Stcondly, the needs of the
‘people were also imcreasing, It
was, therefore, imperative (o speed
up the pace of economic develop-
ment. There was no other way
of advancing production except
by collective methods, he added.
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WE ate glad to see that

the Colonial horn Io- .
dians are awaRening to a aense
of their dulies and sesponii-
bilities towards the Indian
communily, for it is only so
that they can make themselves
worthy to receive rights; It
has been somewhat difficult for
them to realise that, io itself,
South African birth confers no
privileges, but that it simply
entitles the South African born
to special consideratios, when
they are entitled, by a display
of selforelinnce and selfsrespect,
to command it. Otherwise; it is
merely an excuse for neglect of
duty, with detrimental results
to the community as a whole,
We welcome last Saturday’s
meeting, thetefore as an indicar
tion that the Colonialsborn
Indians are sticring themselves
to undertahes some useful ngita-
tion on their behalf instead of
expecting other people to do
it for them, ‘Sn lopg as they
act in accordance with the
principles that bave been laid
down for the general advantage
of Natal Indians, they will be
performing & service to the
community, but this needs com:
monesense, a senss of propore
tion, modesty, and moderation
in which we hope the Colonigl.
born Indians will cot be' lack-
iog. We must admit that we
are unable to congratulate the
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fifty years
ago...

COLONIAL BORN
INDIAN MEETING

Hrpril 1911

(From The Indian Opinion, April 15, 1911)

meeting upon the first zesolus
tion, which is & contradiction
in terms, The meeting aps
proved of the pstition addressed
to Parliament recently by the
Colonial-born Indian Associae
tion, whiich declored that
“whilst they reserve to them-
selves the right, at a later date,
to maBe respectful representa-
tions on the subject to' this
Honourable House, those res
presented by your petitioners
do not, in view of the antis
Asiatic prejudice existing in

-meny pasts of the Union, pro+

pose, for the time being, to
urge any more formal objection
to the restriction; and, in the
same breath, andless than three
weebks Iater, on fucther jconsis
deration respectiully pray that
7 the -provincial Testriction come

teined in the Immigrants Ress.) which he” is content, to

triction Bill may be removed
or 50 amended as to exclude
Indiaos horo within the Union
from the operation -thereof.”
Apart from this selfestultificas
tion which might be excused by
réason:of the -political ine
experience of those responsible
for the meeting, the resolution
is bad -in principle, -inasmuch
as itseels for privileges special
ly for. Colonialesborn Indians
that other domiciled or. laws
fully resident Indians may not
heve, In:other words, whilst
a father, born in Indis, may
be excluded from entry into a
Province of the Union, his sop, ,
borniin Natal, will,not scruple
to demand the right of entry
for himself, Or an Indian who
happens to be born in South
Africa, demands a - privilege
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denied to his brother.who ws
to unfortunate a3 to be bora
The . Colonial-born . Iy
diang must realise at at oo
toet they canoot rire, in spit
of the interested appeals-olith
Natal ‘Advertiser . (which.nsed
to say that it had/no desirestg
interfere with the rights of ,the
Indians lawlully resident in the
Pravince) - so (long- (ax their
homesborn brethren are fetlered
and- that 4iheir. Jot, in South
Alrica ig inextricably bound gp
with the fate,.of the genen]
Indian community, Whilst they
bave oo more rights that thos
to which all other Indians ate
entitled they cerfainly ,have
added responsibilities, and the
community is entitled to loed
to them' to appreciate - the
burden that is imposed upen
them by reasontof their. South
African birth, .
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