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Peace prospects: SA in better shape than N Ireland, Israel

The lessons of conflict

A

Countrymen .
from Israel.

What can be learnt about the prospects for
ending apartheid and achieving a pobitical
settlement of our increasingly polarised and
violent conflicts by comparing South Africa
with such other deeply divided societies as
Israel and Northern Ireland! Are we locked
into essentially the same patterns of communal
cantlict and cyvoles of political violence which
produced the disasters of Lebanon, or can
comparative studies pont the way to alter-
nativie and more viable strategies of nation-
building in the quest for peace?

These were the questions which brought
ttl:._':i_'-[h-l'l' An Ir1|:t*rr!-._1lll:-!1._1| Eroup 1 ac adeamics
with specialist knowledpe and intimate ex-
perience of South Atrica, lsrael and Northern
Ireland in Bad Godesberg, West Germany, tor
four days ot intensive discussions early in
september. From the outset it was clear that
the "Ending Apartheid” conference, jointly
hosted by the Friednich Naumann Foundation
and ldasa, would at least be one conterence on
Sauth Atrica without any parochial concerns.
It was also clear that it would be a somewhat
different kind of enterpose to the onpomng series
o international conference involving South
African and ANC-delegations. After the drama
of Dakar and the exotic setting of Victoria Falls
the sedate surroundings of suburban Bonn

.. Sammy Smooha (left) and Meron Benvenisti
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South Africans

A group of international academics
with anintimate knowledqge of South
Africa, Northern Ireland and Israel
gathered at Bad Godensberg in West
Germany in September to discuss
the inevitable cnnf_lil:t in divided
socleties. PROF ANDRE DU TOIT, one of
the delegates to the conference
jointly hosted by Idasa and the Fried-
rich Naumann Foundation, reports.

provided an appropriate contest for a more
reflectivee meeting of minds seeking a wider
comparative understanding of these three
societies, so diverse in their similarities

But if the discussions, gquite understandably,
had an academic bent, this was also an aca
demic conference with a difference. The con-
terence orgamniser, Hermann Gihomes, of the
political studies department at the University
of Cape Town, had succeeded in bringing to-
gother a truly international proup of scholars, a
pood mix of area specialists topether with some
outstanding generalists, From Israel there were
the historians Moshe Ma'or and Mottt Tamar-
kin as well as the social scientist Sammy
Smooha; from Northern lreland there was a

.. André du Toit and Khehla Shubane.
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strong contingent including Padraig O Malley,
FPaul Arthur, Morman Gibson, lohn Brewer,
Kevin Boyle and lohn Whyte, aswell as Michael
MacDonald, avthor ot * The Children of Wrath™;
and established writers on South Africa such as
Lawrence S¢hlemmer, Heribert Adam and W R
lohnson were joined by vounger scholars such
as Wilmot |lames, Jan Gagiano and Annette
Seegers, More general perspectives were con-
tributed by comparative analysts of nationalism
Walker Connor and Benyamin Neuburger as
well as the Soviet Africanist Apollon Davidson
by the doven of development studies David
Apter Trom Yale, and by some of the leading
practitioners of conflict resalution methodo-
logies such as the social psychologist Herbert

Kelman trom Harvard and lames Laue
However this wealth of academic expertise
was also complemented and challenged by
participants who could draw on experience
and understandimg of a different kind, equally
relevant to these three deeply troubled socie-
ties. When some academics wanted to specu
late about abstract theoretical models, there
was ldasa’s Fana Zungu, fresh trom the scene
of the ongoing political killings around Pieter
maritzburg. to remind them that there are
people actually dying out there even as they
To Page 4
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DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of ."ndmﬁ‘:uum
apartheid a an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people to

and work fora

society as a way of allaying
their fears.

¢ To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa’s
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.
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EDITORIAL

In trying to assess the extent of change we can
expect from Me F W de Klerk's leadership as
newly elected State Preudent, we have to dis-
tinguish between rhetonc and action If we are
to pdge purely on the former, then there s
considerable room for encouragement Mr De
Kierk's style and Language are cnibcally differ-
ent from those of his predecessor, Mr P'W
Botha It s understandable, however, that his
fine promises have been recenved with con-
siderable scepticism for South Afncans have
been on the recerving end of s0 many promises
over so mahy years

Mr De Klerk himsel acknowledges this in
stating that his government “shall set eveny-
thing in motion to bridge the deep gulf of mis-
trust, suspicion and fear between South Afri-
cans” The system of apartheid has left us with
a guite terrifying legacy of distrust and suspi-
cion s0 that even statements made with appa-
rent sincerity are almost rejected out of hand
by those who have been on the receiving end
of harsh repressive measures. Whilst the chang-
ing of laws is of paramount importance, there
is going to have to be a supreme effort to
change attitudes as well it South Africa is not
going to be torn asunder in the next few years.

Time limited

Mr De Klerk s under considerable pressure
both from the intermational community and
more especially from the growing demands of
the majority of South Africans for actions which
go beyond promises and rhetonc. It is interest-
ing that there has been a convergence of
demands both from inside and outside of South
Africa which cal! on the new State President to
firstly lift the state of emergency, secondly
release political prisonens, thindly unban banned
orpanisations, fourthly establish a climate for
political participation and fifthly negotiate the
end of aparthexd and the beginning of a non-
racial, democratic South Afnca Mr De Klerk
will be judged therefore not in terms of his
word s eloguent and enc ouraging as these are,
but in terms of how many of the conditons
stated above he is prepared to accept and to
act upon. The only commeodity that Mr De
Kierk doesn’t have is lime.

Mrs Thatcher who has resolutely refused to

SA waits to judge
FW - by his actions

impose sanc tions on South Africa will be under
considerable prewsure at the Commomwealth
conference dunng October and will need some
sgn from the State Pressdent that he really
means business. The fact that she does not
accept the sanc bons strategy in noway changes
her demands for the melease of political pri-
soners, the unbanning of organisabions, efc
The major pressure however, is coming from
and will continue to ¢ orme from the majyority of
South Africam who are very near to the end of
their patience as far as thesr political nghts are
concerned

Clear message

The defiance campaign led by the Mass Demo-
cratic Movement shows no sign of running out
of steam: on the contrary, they have been
encouraged by the response from a wide sec-
tion of the community in support of their
struggle and their expectations have been raised
by Mr De Klerk's “reasonableness” towards
peaceful marches, which have now been staged
all over South Africa. The message is clear: the
time for rthetoric Is over and the time for action
15 NowW,

Against this background what can we reason-
ably expect from Mr De Klerk? Firstly, he will
do everything be can in an attempt to buy
time. He can do so by appointing parllamentary
committees or commissions to look into the
particularly hurtful apartheid legislation such
as the Group Areas Act, the Separate Amenities
Act and the Population Registration Act. He
can then justifiably claim that he is doing some-
thing about this but that it is to be done in an
orderly and constructive manner! He can also
claim that Dv Gerrit Viljoen will be grving urgent
attention to all the constitutional optons whach
are at the disposal of South Africa and that this
too will take tme and cannot be done overnight
But if he s wise, he wall know that beyond the
appointment of commissions and persons for
specific responsihihbes, there must be actions
which confirm the promises he has made

He wall have to act on the guestion of pols-
cal presoners and in partic ular on the release of
Mr Melson Mandela On the other hand, n
would be almost counter-product ve to release
AMr Mandela into a state of emengency wheng

Kyk hoe konsekwent!

Lastige kinders

Ja-Nee

A banner is a banner

At the recent beach protest in Durban a racist
bully assaulted a middle-aged white woman
carrying a banner. 1t said nothing nasty about
the AWR, CPorracism, [t's simple message was
“Jesus is Alive”

Event more astounding: policemen, ever vigi-
lant i their defence of Cheistian values, helped
the man remove 2he hanner

“As die regering die Ossewabrandwag verbied
dan sé ek dis tyd om halt teroep, dan isde Afr-
kaner geen gehoorsaamhbeid aan die regering
verskuldig nie. As die hou van vergaderings
verbied word, sal ek my volle morele onder-
steuning aan burgelike ongehoorsaamhbeid gee.
Ek is bereid om sulke vergaderings by te woon
en daaraan deel te neem wat die gevolge ookal
mag wees "

— Laat ‘'n mons wonder of iemand FW de Klerk
dalk onlangs aan dié woorde van Dr D F Malan
{by ‘n NP-kongres in 1940) herinner het?

Luister ‘n bietjie na die kommentaar van een
van die “agbare lede” van die parlement by
Kaapstad se vredesoptog (waar hy natuuarik
net ‘n toeskouer was). Volgens hom het die
deelnemers gelyk na ‘n “klomp skoolkinders
wat e wieet wat hulle doen nie”,

— Van hiercdie “kinders” gaan nog baie meer
gesien — én gehoor - waord,

Take arisk . ..or two

S0 who was trying to flog souvenir medallions
of Or Dane Craven at Ellis Park during the
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he is not able to exercise political leadership
together with the considerable support which
he enjoys inside and outside of South Africa.
This is a key test for Mr De Klerk and his
government and the possibility of peace and
the potential of increased violence hang very
much on what he does in this regard. Whilst it
would not solve all of South Africa’s many and
complex problems, what a difference it could
make if Mr De Klerk went to visit Mr Mandela
himself and negotiated his release so that Mr
Mandela can begin to exercise his well known
abilities towards the resolution of conflict. A
moming or an aftemoon spent at Pollsmoor
could transform the climate of conflict’

Hostile right

The urgency for acton by Mr De Klerk = high-
ighted by the fact of the growing realsation
on the nght wing that it cannotl win electorally.
As ths sinks in. # is more than hkely that
elerments on the nght will resort to increased
hostility and violence Already they will have
been angered and distressed by Mr De Klerk's
allowing marches to take place and it is only a
question of time before their counter marches

and statements boil over into vigilante action
and other forms of violence, This is one of the
toughest tests awaiting the new leadership in
the National Party government, Will the secur-
ity forces take action against white right wing
violence with the same kind of diligence and
fervour as they have taken in the past against
the opponents of apartheid! Will we see not
only policemen offering flowers to left wing
protestors but also white policemen taking
action against right wing white South Africans?
This is the core of the mome refined debate about
whether or not Mr De Klerk s going to come
down on the side of the secunocrats or of a shift
towards a more civilian type of povernment.
No oné who understands anything about the
mntens ity of the conflict will underestimate Mr
De Kherk's tasks as he asvsumes leadership of the
South African government. The majority of
South Atnicans are deeply concerned for peace
and pstice. Most would be prepared to forgrve
the past and work towards 2 non-raczal and
democratic South Africa if they could beheve
that this was Mr De Klerk's intention. The only
test is not more promses and fine lofty words;
Mr De Klerk will be judged by hes actions.

recent second Test match? SNo one other than
Trevor Tutu

— The young Tutu has obviously not lost his
faith in supply and demand. His characteristic
chutzpah seems intact too. Free enterprise at
an “abnormal” sports event. Really

Net 'n banier?

Selfs voormalige AWB-lede was erg ontevrede
met die aanstootlike woorde “Hang Mandela”
op een van die AWB-baniere by die onlangse
Kerkplein saamtrek in Pretoria

— 'n Mens wonder hoe fank so ‘n banier op die

| N

plein sou bly wapper het as dit ‘n soortgefyke
lot vir, byvoorheeld die NP-leier aanbeveel
het?

The amazing Bothas

At the lohannesburg peace march a police
reservist, Const Phillip Botha, stunned the
crowds by holding aloft a placard that read
“"Police against police abuse”. Botha tald re-
porters that joining the protest was one of the
maost frightening experiences of his life, but he
could no longer delay making his brave stand.
— A rare chance to say "Well done, Botha!”

Letters

Address your letters to
The Editor,Democracy in Action,
1 Penzance Road, Mowbray 7700

Carving up the
economic pie

It 5 interesting 10 obsence the note of post-
soCialet realivm that o beginning to enter into
the debate over the structuring of a post-
apartheid South Africa/Aramia

| refer here specifically to the emerging
realisation that the wellworn theme of “re-
distribution of income” w0 much favoured by
the “old left” has failed to deliver the ~goodees”
predicted of it

The real practical expenence of socialism
over the last 70 years appears to indicate that
“redstribution”™ invariably meant a switch in
the wealth from the hands of the displaced
elite into the hands of a2 new bureaucratic
elite

In South Africa the argumes s for redistr-
bution ignore the fact that the wurrent crisis in
the country’s economy results in part from the
actual process of redistributing wealth from
productive to non-productive sectors of the
polity.

It is of course accepted that much of this
redistribution has been geared to the fulfil-
ment of fundamentally irrational political
objectives, However, these objectives are not
more irrational than the proposal of President
Ceaucescu of Romania to demolish 3 000
traditional villages and “remove” the occu-
pants 1o a serles of collective establishments
without any amenities.

It was theretore refreshing to read Cavin
Maasdorp’s observation in the July isue of
Democracy in Action that a post-apartheid
government necded to concemn itself more
with “economic empowerment” than with the
policies of redistribution

The priority throughout the world for the
rest of the century should be the creation of
wealth and not the sharing of the ever-diminish-
ing pie. The future South African povernment
should theretore not concemn itself with carvmg
up the economic pse. It should work on strate-
gres to make this country so wealthy in ordet 1o
create the opportunities for all to solve their
own problems

N P Willlamson

|ohannesburg
(Letter shortened)

Wanted: visions
for future SA

| would like to suggest that organisations such
as Cosatu, Black Sash, SACC, SACBC and others
are given some space in your monthly news-
letter Democracy in Action. They could use
the opportunity to spell out their vision of
achieving a democratic South Africa.

Some of the most useful few lines that | have

To Page 4

Contributors to Democracy In Action
may express opinlons that are not
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talked. OFf the South African participants three,
in the persons of Fikile Bam, NMeville Alexander
and Khehla Shubane, could speak from per-
sonal experience as political prisoners on
Eobben lsland. (Mot sorprisingly 11 was Alex-
ander who contested what he saw as the gra-
dualist and reformist assumptions underlying
the conference agenda, and who insisted on
the need for radical social transformation)
Breyvten Brevtenbach, too, was on hand to pive
witness to his unigque vision as activist, prisoner,
exile and poet. And the most striking contribu-
tion to the lsrael debates was made by Meron
Benvenisti, former mayor of lerusalem and
more than ready to challenge the consensus
othernwise prevailing among lsraeli scholars on
the basis of his grassroots understanding of the
consequences of 20 years of occupation of the
West Bank. Even if the conference did not
include any actual representatives of the IRA,
PLOY or ANC — which no doubt would have
made it into a different sort of meeting alto-
gather — there was thus little chance for the
academics to retreat for long into their ivory
towers of dispassionate anahysis and abstract
theorising.

For those in search of readymade “solutions”
the comparative discussions of these three
intractable conflicts brought little comfort,
Before the start of the conference Otto Graf
Lamsdorf, leader and senior statesman of the
Cerman Free Democratic Party, made an im-
portant statement setting out the aims and
constraints of the international commitment
to help end apartheid and achieve a peaceful
resolution of the South African conflict. And in
the opening session Marion Grafin Dénhoff,
respected former editor of Die Zeit, floated the
idea of calling on President Bush to get in-
coming president F W de Klerk and Mr Nelson
Mandela together to stant the process of “talks
about talks” needed to create the conditions
for serious political negotiation involving both
the National Party and ANC leaderships. Inthe
discussions that followed, however, it was again

IDASA
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NEW PAPERS
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irira Filatowva Doctor of SCEnce in HIsEory, MOsoow
STATE Umiversity

OFflclal South African Perceptfans of the Saviet
Unlen: from Confrontation to Accommedation
D'!'q'r'l G!HEl'mu".f!_. Dept. of Politkcal SCence Rand
Afrikaans University

15, Seclallist Construction In the USSR; Bestruc-
turing, Openness and Democracy

Or Visdimir B Iordansky

The Southern African Polcy of the USSR in the
Context of Its Clabal Forelgn Polley
Wyatchesidy W Tetekin of the Sovier AFro-Askan
Solidarity CommitTee.

IHT egration and Disintegration in South
Prof Peter vale Director, Insticute of Social and
Economic Reséarch, Rhodes University.

17, A map of Political Violence In Contemporary
South A¥rica

Or Jacklyn Cock, Department of S0ciology, Ureversicy
of The Witwatersrand

18, A Communidty |5 a5 liberated a3 |t wWomen
Antyie Krog, Afrikaans poet.

15, The Provision of Education In Seuth AFrica
Paul Graham, Natal Regional Director of idasa

ALL AVAILABLE AT R2,50 EACH
IPOSTAGE INCLUDED] FROM:

IDASA
1 PENZANCE ROAD MOWBRAY 7700
OTHER PAPERS [NOS 1—15) STILL AVAILABLE

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST IDASA OFFICE FOR MORE
DETAILS.

CONFLICT CONFERENCE

Lessons of conflict

and again stressed that South Africa was no-
where near meeting the conditions needed for
successful negotiations, and that increased
international intervention could well increase
the problems. Neville Alexander argued, that
while we should always be prepared to explore
what may be gained by talking to all parties, it
is dangerous to spread a popular illusion that a
negotiated settlement is around the comer;
rather, it should be accepted that the ending of
apartheid and the transformation of South
African society will and can only be a long
term historical process. Meanwhile, soVan Zyl
Slabbert anticipated, if the objective condi-
tions for negotiations were still lacking, this
did not prevent an emergent consensus around
the idea of “negotiations”. Indeed, this was
already creating its own momentum even in
the short term, drawing various parties into a
complex process of position-bargaining in
which the name of the game was 1o make your
opponent look unreasonable and so take the
bBlame for the unresolved conflict. The con-
sequences would be new realignments in both
white as well as extra-parliamentary politics
and also an increasing salience to the issue af
controlling the spread of political violence.
Here comparisons with |srael and Northern
Ireland proved illuminating. Apart from the
more obvious similarities between the various
inter-communal conflicts, there were also sub-
stantial differences with significant implica-
tions for the prospects of a peaceful settlement
in each case. As analysed by W R lohnson,
SNorthern Ireland was still largely in a colonial
relation to Britain as the metropolitan power,
which was once again directly halding the ring,
and had successfully prevented the problem
from becoming internationalised. By com-
parison lsrael was an intermediate case with
much preater involvement of other inter-
national forces and the United States in the
position of a quasi-metropole, while the South
African case had developed furthest from its
colonial origins: there no longer was any single
metropolitan power and the conflict had be-
come completely internationalised. This meant
that in the cases of |srael and Morthem Ireland,
but not in South Africa, there were metropoli-
tan powers inoa position to intervene and
change the situation, thus ostensibly providing
more leverage for a possible settlement. In
effect, though, this also served to make the

Irish problem most intractable: as various
analysts of Northern Ireland observed, the fact
that internal forces did not themselves bear
the final political responsibility simply fuelled
polarisation and further encouraged the ex-
tremist use of political violence, The paradox,
commented respected British political com-
mentator Simon lenkins, was that British rule
in Morthem lreland, on the face of it as pood
an example of purely disinterested interven-
tion as one might hope to find, had in fact
become an intractable part of the problem
itself.

On closer analysis there also appeared to be
further subtle but significant differences to
the patterns of violent communal conflict
between the South African and the other two
cases, Alarming as the proliferation of political
violence in South Africa undoubtedly was, the
kind of disciplined violence against represen-
tatives of communal enemies, so crucial to
Morthern Ireland, was (as yet) quite rare. With
the possible exception of the continuing
communal violence in the Natal Midlands,
South Africa did not yvet know the self-sustain-
ing cycles of communal violence so deeply
entrenched in Morthern lreland. Even in the
MNatal case, W R lohnson pointed out, the
violence was not just political but had evident
social roots: in conditions of rapid urbanisa-
tion and social differentiation gangs tended to
hecome the key social units while there were
considerable opportunities which violence
entrepreneurs such as warlords and shacklords
could exploit. Khehla Shubane countered that
the killings around Maritzburg were not just
senseless and random violence, but had
definite political motives and dimensions with
both Inkatha and the state deeply implicated
Still, one outcome of the discussion appeared
to be that while the problem in South Africa
was largely one of uncontrolled communal
violence, it was the disciplined and politically
entrenched violence in Northern Ireland which
posed the more intractable problems

Compared to lsrael, again, the discussions
repeatedly brought out the profound con-
sequences of the basic fact that, unlike blacks
in South Africa, Palestinians on the West Bank
{and even lsraeli Arabs) were not irrevocably
incorporated into a commaon economy and a
shared territory. This means that in the lsraeli
case partition remains available as an option.

Letters rom Page 3

read in the last 12 months for example came
from an article by loyce Harris in the March
issue of the otficial Black 5ash newsletter. In
the article on the “soft option” she suggests a
stratepy wherely all the parliamentary and
extra-parliamentary forces in opposition to
apartheid would co-operate to oust the present
government, She suggests that everybody
should work together until this broad front
achieves their goal of forcing the government
to negatiate about the handing over of power
to ALL the people. After this every organisation
should then again be free to bring their own set
of principles ta the negotiating table.

Smce | am only a very recent subscriber to

vour newsletter | am not sure of the space
you've allocated to such discussion in the past.
But surely the subject has not been shelved or
solved? It should be debated in Demaocracy in
Action or any other open plattorm accessible
to all in the country,
| also fully agree with the letter of Joan van
Staden (D1A July 1989). Why not invite those
other, buat still largely “unknown”, organisa-
tions to offer their views on the “soft option”.
O invite people like Denis Beckett of Frontline
magaz ine to talk about his clearly defined ideas
on how to achieve democracy. After all the
aim is surely to make people think, not t
present ¢lear-cut solutions.
Ignas Heitkbnig
Louis Trichardt

CLYE0N



It also means, as Heribert Adam puot it, that
there are not the same intrinsic limits to the
ruthlessness possible to government repres.
sion. This was not due to more humane norms
but simply a function of the fact that the
lsraeli economy does not depend on Palesti-
nians in the way that the South African
economy depends on black labour and skills
In a sense, commented Mottt Tamarkin, South
African society has in effect long been an
integrated society, and the struggle now
essentially concerns the terms of incorpora-
tion. While in the South African case the prob-
lem of nation-building had thus become
central to the political agenda, with ditterent
conceptions of the nation-to-be vying tor
hegemony, in lsrael political debate remains
premised on the assumption that territorial
separation of one sort or another can and will
provide a way out.

It was just this virtual consensus on the
nature of the lsraeli problem which Meron
Benvenisti set out (o challenge with his un-
settling arguments that, after more than 20
years, the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
had, to all intents and purposes, become an
irreversible political reality. For what that
claim implies is that lsrael no longer was the
lewish nation-state (albeit with a small Arab
minority } which it had been prior to the 1967
war, Henvenisti contended that the occupa-
tion ot the West Bank was an ettective act of
colonisation which had turned Israel into a
divided society. It followed that the Intitada is
not an externally generated contlict that could
be settled by negotiated partition; rather, it
should be recognised for what it is, an incipient
civil war. On this view, then, lsraelis who still
clung to the convenment fiction that, unlike
South Africa, their own conflict could readily
be resolved by partition had things just the
wrong way round. Indeed, their retusal to
admit the de facte reality of thewr divided
society in effect contributed to the dangers of
the "South Africanisation” of the |sraeli
contlict,

But how should the South Atrican conflict
itself be best understood, and what was s
historical logic? At the outset of the con-
terence this issue was debated in terms of the
contrast between “bicommunalist” and “com-
mon society” approaches to South African
history and politics. Building on the contro-
versial position he has developed in a number
of important recent publications, Hermann

CONFLICT CONFERENCE

A South African panel . . . Neville Alexander, Fikile Bam and Wilmot James

Ciliomee argued that the essence of our
history is to be found in communal conflict
aver less easily negotiable concerns with
national identity, political sovereipnty and
status rather than any class struggles about
material interests, privileges or exploitation
which can be nepotiated much more readily
Ultimately this amounts to a conflict between
twor nationalisms, though of different kinds
an Afrkaner ethno-nationalism reprissented by
the MNational Party {with its white and black
allies), and a much more inclusive African
territornal nationalism led by the ANC (with its
allies). As against this, Heribert Adam rejected
any notion of the “equal justice” of both
causes (suppested by the philosopher Bemard
Crick). Instead he posed the ideal of a “patrio
tism" that would accept the political implica-
tions of an effective common economy and
an emergent sharing of cultural norms and
social values within the same state. But this
debate was not really taken up in the ensuing
sessions. In any case Giliomes also stressed
that a political settlement must involve a total
break with apartheid and could only be based
on treedom ol association, not race-classiticad-
tion, while in the long run nation-building
must transcend the bicommunal accommaoda-
tions proposed for the interim transibional
phase. In effect this sugpested substantial

At the conference . .

. FDP leader Otto Graf Lamsdorf (centre), Grafin Lamsdorf
(centre) and an FDP official with Idasa directors Alex Boraine and Van Zyl Slabbert,
and Hermann Giliomee.

commaon ground with the positions of others
using quite different termimology, eg Neville
Alexander’s advocacy O the need 1or a Hloswer
ing of civil society as a strategy of the long
march towards social transformation. (Only in
the concluding session did Brevien Breyten-
bach take up the cudpels against "bicommuna
lism'” in the context of a purported letter about
the conference to a member of the AN(
Giliomes strongly objected to what he called
the unwarranted “demonising’” of s pluralis-
tic analysis, but also indicated that he himselt
was finished” with advancing bicommunalism
it it continued to be understood as suggesting
a stark white-black conflict) Rather than
engaging in polemical debates about b
communalism” or any othier theoretical model
discussions thus tended to pursue a range of
crucial guestions in the varied contexts of the
three ditterent cases, using the elevant simila
rities to bring out the particular historically
rooted complexities of each in turn
In the end, wisely suppested David Apter

wir may make most progress when we abandon
the guest tor “solutions” and learn tooask the
right questions. Instead of pitting materialist
against idealist explanations we should rather
ask when are [non-negotiable) principles con
verted into {negotiable) interests, and when
does the converse happent And what is the
role of political violence itself in these pro-
cesses: violence could torce ruptures creating
new situations with different discourses and
assumptions of legitimacy, but violence may
also penerate self-sustaming oyveles of en
trenched contlict. It may even be necessary to
return to the original guestion underlying
modernisation theory itself: whether, and how,
democracy was “universalisable’ bevond those
societies where it had first been established
And that, most certainly, was an appropriate
question for a conference sponsared by ldasa
For after four davs of intense and exhausting
discussions the conference somehow managed
to strengthen the teeling that, of the three, the
South African case was the one where the
stakes were highest, but also offered the
bravest hopes in that democracy and nation
building actually were on the pobitical agenda

O Prof Du Toit lectures in the Department of Political
Studies at UCT.




Wwomenrelive Pretoria march

"Then we wenl up into the place there in fronl
oof the buildings, what they call the amphitheaire,
It took a long time, maybe nearly two hours or
mare for all the women to walk up the stepsto thal
place, Some of us had been chosen. . . we took all
the petitions that had been signed, pites and piles
ol them, and we marched up Lo Strijdom’s office
ro give them to him, The secretary told ws that
Strijcdom was not there and thal we were not
allowed in anyway hecause we were black and
white together, They said he was not there, just
fike that, But we koew that he was jusi oo scared
to see asf We walked past the secretary and inlfo
his office and we put those pamphlets on s desk,
and on the floor and the room was full of them, Al
the women were guiet - 20000 women starnding
there, some with their babies on their backs, and
sor cpuiet, no noise gt all, just waiting, What a sight,
so guiet, and sao much colour, many women in
green, gold and black, and the indian women in
their bright saris!”

— Frances Baard, founder member of
the Federaticon of South African Women,
describing the march to the LUnion
Buildings in Pretoria on 9 August 1956

Dn 13 September women from Pretorna e
livied the great women's march of 1956 when
Helen |oseph came to speak at a meeting
organised by ldasa’s Pretoria office. Frances
Baard, who herself had become a legend in
South African politics through her involvement
in women's organisations and trade unions,
welcamed Mrs Joseph on behall of the women
of Pretoria, Mis Joseph told the audience about
the weeks of planning and organising, of the
eventual thrill of seeing 20 000 women of all
races Climbing the steps of the Linion Buildings
and of the feeling atterwards: that of dignity
angl pride

The protest march in 1956 was against a
whole spectrum of unjust laws. The wormen
protested against ghetto housing and forced
removals. They protested against passes
against Bantu education, black poverty and
about racial segregation in peneral, The petition
read as follows

“We speak from our hearts as mothers, and
wiormen. Life cannot be stopped. We must love
and marry and find a home We must bear
children in hope and pain. We must love them
as pan of ourselves. We must help them to
growe, wie must gndure all the sufferings and
longings of motherhood. Because of this we
are made strong to come here, to speak For our
children, to strive for their future, We, the
vaters and the voteless, call upon vou, the
ministers responsible for these acts, and upon
the government and the electorate of South
Africa to hearken unto us.’

Helen loseph was the first persan in South
Africa to be placed under house arrest. Now as
an 85%vyear old she can’t be quoted. But what
Frances Baard sawd about herselt and about the
ANC, can also be applied to Helen |loseph:
You know, even though they ban me, and
thesy ban the ANC, my spirit is still there talking
talking, that | want to be free. | still say that |
want to be tree. So, by hanmmg the ARNC, to me
I5 o weste of bime because the spict of the
|'r|_-|:-|:|||- 15 ‘h.l,l” Ehere

WOMEN

Old friends meet again . . . Frances Baard and Helen Joseph.

Participants share a joke after Joseph s moving speech.




Ons sal nooit
ophou stry -
Ellen Kuzwayo

“Ellen Kurwayo is geskiedenis vasgevang in
een viou.” 50 beskryf Nadine Gordimer die
merkwaardige en indrukwekkende gemeen-
skapsleier van Soweto. Ellen Kuzwayo, wat die
lewe van swart vroue in haar outobiografie
“Call me Woman” verwoord het, se storie is
meer as net die storie van die stryd teen apart-
heid. Dit is die storie van ‘n vou se stryd teen
aparthesd

Op 16 Augustus het Ellen Kuzwayo haar
store in Pretoria kom vertel as deel van idasa
Pretona se fokus op vroue Sy is gebore in 1914,
die enigste dogter van Phillip Serangsewene en
Emma Mutsi Merafe Haar kinderjare, wat sy
beskryf as die basis van alles wat Y Do %,
onthou sy as gelukkig en sorgvry. Sy het groot-
geword op haar grootouers se plaas by Thaba
Patchoa in die Thaba'Nchu distrik in die Vry-
staat. “Totdat ek so sewe of tien jaar oud was,
het ons as die kleinkinders van Jeremiah geiet,
gedrink, rondgeloop, gespeel en saam skool
toe gegaan. Ons het so vry op die plaas rond-
beweeg soos voils in die lug ~

Haar grootste hartseer is dat
kinders, veral swart kinders,
vandag nie meer met onskuld
en sekuriteit grootword nie.

Die sekuriteit van die uitgebreide gesin, ‘n
gelukkige gemeenskap en die plaas, sé sy, het
dit vir haar moontlik gemaak om ten spyte van
moeilike en swaar tye met vertroue en oor-
twiging betrokke te wees en betrokke te bly
Haar grootste hantseer is dat kinders, veral swan
kinders, vandag nie meer met die onskuld en
sehuriteit grootword nee

Haar hartseer, s& sy, het haar nie bitter ge-
maak nie. Sy sal ook nooit toelaat dat dit haar
bitter maak nie, dit maak haar eerder sterker en
meer vasbeslote. “Swart vroue in Suid-Afrika
het besondere deursettingsvermod aan die dag
gelé ten spyte van hul verdrukking. Ons sal
nooit die stryd gewonne geo nie. Vandag bly
ons vasbeslote, net soos die vroue van vorige
geslagte wit ons gemeenskap, wat vir ons ‘n
lewende voorbeeld van krag en integriteit na-
gelaat het

“Selfs nou. op 70-jange leeftyd, bewe ek oor
wat die woekoms inhou vir my kleinkinders as
dinge op dieselfde trant voortgaan as wat @ns
gebeur. Ek is net meer vasherade om by die
stryd aan te sluit. en am met al die middele 1ot
my beskikking te veg vir verandering in my
land sodat die nuwe generasies 'n beter toe-
koms kan geniet in die land van hul voor
vaders,” s sy,

"Die toewyding (commitment) van die vroue
in my gemeenskap is my toewyding ., "

Lou-Marie Kruger
Streekskoordineerder
Pretoria

FW: limited moves
add fuel to fires

By Khehla Shubane

The recent elections have been regarded as
different from past elections by many people.
In the wake of the uninterrupted victory of the
Nationalist Party in more than four decades,
expectations of far reaching changes being
introduced have been raised in many quarters
both inside South Africa and abroad. Some
have gone so far as to suggest that the present
racially defined Parliament may be the last
South Atrica is seeing.

Expectations of change have been increased
by events which occurred in the run up and
after the elections. Campaigns of defiance led
by the Mass Democratic Movement and the
general reemergence of popular struggles have
strengthened the belief that a new beginning
might be in the making. The government, this
view argues, has refrained from relying on the
state of emergency to detain activists and
leaders as it was done two vears or 50 ago. This
has been interpreted to mean that the povern.
ment is attempting to create an atmosphere of
trust in which it would be possible to explore
negotiations

Mr F W de Klerk's accession to power has
also revived rumours about the release of
Nelson Mandela and other long term politscal
prisoners. Hints of Mandela playing a role in
the resolution of the South African question
have been dropped frequently. Ths in turn has
contributed to the expectations of imminent
change in the country.

No less important has been the interpreta-
tion the ANC has attributed to the elections. In
a recent statement the organisation was of the
view that the white electorate voted over-
whelmingly for negotiations. Both the NP and
the DP went 1o elections seeking a mandate 1o
negotiate with black leaders. The outcome of
the elections, which resulted in about 69 per
cent of the seats in the House of Assembily
going to the DP and NP, signals a desire by
white voters to negotiate

The MDM inade the country viewed the
elechons as imelevant. To the extent that almost
70 per cent of the country’s population had no
part to play in the elections, that process was
irrelevant to that section of the population
Informed by this view, the MDM embarked on
a series of campaigns aimed at, among other
things, focusing attention away from the elec-
tions to popular struggles. The central question
the MDM was attempting to pose through its
actions was, what is the shortest and quickest
route to the creation of a unitary, nonracial
and democ ratic future.

Negotiatwom emerged as the key question in
this ebection. For the first time in more than 40
vears the NP fought an election on the basis of
seexing 1o negotiate with blacks, drawing up a
new comstitution which will gve every com-
munity representation at central government
level and determining the future of the country
in conjunction with all South Africans.

The kind of negotiations which the NP is
proposing now, however, is no different from
the notion they developed a few years ago.
That notion finds expression in the proposed
Mational Forum. The framework for negotia-
tions set up by that forum is, it seems, the most
the government is prepared to do.

Ohgansations which employ violence 1o ef-
fect political change will not. in the govern-
ment's view, be part of the process of negotia-
tions. In effect the NP approach will exclude
large sections of peaple represented by popular
mass organisations. The exclusion of the ANC
by insisting they renounce violence, for ex-
ample, will ipso facto exclude the MDM as well
from the proposed negotiations

This limited negotiation framework Is un-
likely to address key questions facing the
country. The leadership role of councillomn in
township black local authorities structures will
not suddenty be broadly accepted because they
are negotiating tor a new constituton with the
government Instead their alienation from
township communities may increase, leading
o ugly coMmequences.

Agreements reached with people broadly
percened as unrepresentative will not he em-
braced by the largest possible number of
people. A constitution emerging from negotia-
tions which exclude popular leaders may also
be subjected to the same legitimacy crisis that
the present constitution has experienced

it the government has come to accept that
the future of the country lies m negolwations,
such a process must a least encompass real
leaders of the disenfranchised majonty. Those
leaders exst and are well known to the entire
world. This renders unnecessary one of the
tasks the NP seems to be setting itseli. namely
to identify black leaders

The re-emergence of popular struggles ap-
pears to have proceeded independently of the
elections. An event which could stand out as
extremely crucial in the emergence of the MM
15 the hunger strikes which broke out sarlier
this year leading 1o the release of all detainess
held in terms of emergency regulations

That event blunted the most crucial of state’s
strategwes in suppressing popular struggles
Mass detention of activists seems 1o have boen
ruled out by that action, at least for now. The
government seemed o have buckled under
pressure of negative publicity and possibly ugh
comeguences which might have ensued if one
of the hunger stnkers had died in detention

Taking advantage of those releases, activists
immediately started building organisations and
campaigning openly. In the process the state
of emergency was redefined to tolerate popular
strupples.

To the extent that the elections playved a role
in this process, that role lay in providing an
issue against which the MDM campaigned
The two-day “stay-away~ was a massive success
which continued in re-establishing organisa-
tion and a sense of cohesion with the MDM
nationally

The dalectic between reform and repres-
sion, however, is unlikely to disappear The NP
has committed wself 0 accelerated reform
This will obviously lead to popular organisa-
toins escalating their activities in order to
demaonstrate that it is not reform but the com-
plete destruction of apartheid which is re-
quired. The old cycle of the state increasing
répression to make it possible to move aon with
reform, as it has happened, will most likely
repeat itself,

O Khehia Shubane & & Research Officer with the
Centre for Policy Studses at Wits Universiry
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DEFIANCE

No losers in Durban’s battle of ti

By PAUL GRAHAM

50, who won the battle of the Durban beaches?

Planned as part of the national defiance
campaign, the protest against beach apartheid
on September 3 centred on the Durban city
beach known as South Beach. Itis at the pedes-
trian mall end of West Street — Durban’s main
street — and is right in front of a number of
hotels and holiday flats. Co-incidentally it is
only a hundred vards from the scene of the
successful protest against hospital apartheid
held at Addington Hospital a few weeks befare,

Organisers of the peaceful action had a very
straightforward objective — to pet to the beach
and to swim in contravention of the by-laws
segregating this beach, one of the few in Dur-
han still reserved for whites only

Press estimates put the crowd of participants
in the action — both black and white — at
5 (M), They spanned the beach, some swim-
ming at the designated swimming areas, some

picnicking under umbrellas, some playing
soccer and flying kites and others paddling —
to the consternation of lifesavers — in non-
sWwimming areas.

Shortly before lunch, organisers began the
huge task of helping move people back to their
buses and off the beaches, their objective
achieved

The estimated 800 police who had arrived at
the beach area and begun patrols at breakfast
time also had simple objectives — to ensure
that there was no violence and to prevent any
breach of emergency regulations.

To a large extent their objectives were also
achieved,

The small group of people publicly insistent
that the beaches should remain white provided
maost of the anxious moments for the huge
crowd of participants, police and spectators.
Insults, rough housing and at least one assault
came on the heels of a number of “pamphlet
bombs” the previous night. But tolerance by

organisers and participants — at one stage a
group playing the childish game of “We walk
straight and vou'd better get out of the way”
with slogans reading “Keep the beach white”
were good-humouredly cheered and applauded
by the crowd they were trying to annoy. And
general, it occasionally, surly, discipline by the
police prevailed.

In the end, it was clear that people won.
They overcame their fears and distrust of one
another sutficiently to be able to ensure that
peaceful protest was possible and, with police
discipline and impartial protessionalism, non-
viokent. The Mass Democratic Movement show-
ed that apartheid laws are crumbling and are
indefensible. The police showed that they can
behave in an independent and policing role.
This was particularly typified by the action of a
number of young constables in restraining right
wWing aggression

Although not planned for this purpose, the
beach protest showed also that the fears which

= —m = =

Defiance: obstinate
nation ‘condemned’ &

to relive the past

In the weeks preceding the September 6 election, a civil dis-
obedience campaign reminiscent of the 1952 Defiance Cam-
paign started sweeping the country: thousands were arrested,
hundreds detained and many died as police tried to hailt the
protest action. PATRICK LAURENCE looks at the similarities and
differences between the two campaigns.

The words have a contempaorary ring, sugpest-
ing that history moves in oycles and that those
who will not — or cannot — leamn from the
past are condemned to relve it

“There is something degrading to humanity
ahout these stories of Negroes being arrested
— 33, 50, M) at a time — fined, jailed and now
flogged. Their crime is doing things like sitting
where onby whites should sit {and) petting in
white men's queues.

‘Outsiders are watching the whole procesd-
ings with a grosing sense of dread, as well as
disgust.”

The words, taken from the New York Times,
are rerminiscent of the civil rights campaigns of
Martin Luther King in the United States in the
late 1950s and early 19605

They relate, in fact, to the 1952 Defiance
Campaign in South Africa; give or take a few
differences in phraseology, however, they are
appimite to the 1989 defiance campaign.

It is mstructive to look at the present civil
disobedience campaign through the prism of
South African history and to note the similari
ties and the differences between the events of
1952 and those which are still unfolding today

The overriding similarity is that both fall
within the tradition of passive resistance or

satyagraha pioneerad in South Africa between
1906 and 1914 by Mohandras Gandhi. The
objective was — and is — to change the law by
non-violent but direct action or, touse Candhian
terminology, by deploving “soul force’

The 1952 campaign, launched by the Con-
gress Movement, embracing the then legal
African Mational Congress and the South Afri-
can Indian Congress, focused on six “unjuost”
lasws; its aim was to secure the repeal of the six
laws and. more generally, to win the right to
the “fullest equality’” and to “full democratic
rights”

The six “unjust” laws were: the pass laws, the
Croup Areas Act, the law providing for the
removal of coloured peaple from the common
woters roll, the Suppression of Communism
Act — an omnibus act, like the present Internal
Security Act, providing for repression of oppo-
nents of all ideological hues — the Bantu
Authorities Act and the centrally-imposed
policy of stock culling and land rehabilitation
in the native reserves

The owverall strategy was for volunteers or
resisters to court arrest by deliberately breaking
unjust laws and, in that way, to clog the judicial
and prison systems and force the povernment
to change its apartheid policies.

+- Peac
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Protesting in peace at last . . . victori

Three phases in the campaign were en-
visaged: a first stapge, in which apartheid laws
would be broken in the main cities by “selected
and trained” wvolunteers; a second stage, in
which the number of volunteers and the field
of action would be expanded; and a third phase
of “mass action”

The 1932 campaign failed to move into the
third phase: it petered out within six months.
But not before B 326 volunteers were arrested
to boost the prestige of the Congress Alliance

Two factors persuaded Congress to call a
halt to the campaign: the outbreak of violence,
in wihch 32 people died (26 blacks and six
whites): and the passing of the Draconian
Criminal Procedure Act, empowering the courts
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e beaches

have led to the virtual elimination of all forms
of public political expression other than namow-
kv confined party election programmes are
groundless. The practice of political activity,
controlled only by acceptable standards of
behaviour, leads to greater security and higher
bevels of trust and ac commodation. There s no
doubt that the two largest groups taking parnt in
the beach action — the police and the Mass
Dermocrats Movement — have leamed lesanms
that can only improve the potential for peace
ful protest in the future

Howewer, there were miments dunng the
beach picne when the e atmoaphene
came close to descending into the pitched
battle expenenced i other parts of the countny
Unnecessary armests, ncluding those of child-
ren, unnecessanly rough treatment during
armests, the presence with the unilormeed police
of unidentifiable and aggressive people in
ordinary street dress, the police “game™ of

constantly identifyving ditterent officers as

Mo Alrican

being in charge to the frustration of the o
nisers of the svenl, a4 number of apparently
sedf-nla e meneac tuons. ard arrests on mccwl
O Erounds by jumor DoloF Wene amongst
those oberved

On the other side while organisers and
marshalls had breted people, the natural wans
i which people have expressed themselves
bath politically and by temperament. threaten-
ed to encourage pobice action . A banmner wawed
people dancing in procession, a living chain
across the beach — all these threatened to
allow police the opportunity to act in terms of

a section of the 5000-
strong crowd that gathered at Durban’s
South Beach

Picnic protest

emergency fregulations and theretore to dis-
rupt the oganisers objective of challenging
beach apartheid

Perhaps the “battle for the beach™ will have
ensured that there is potential for 2 new polits-
cal era in South Afnca

O Paul Graham is the Regional Director of
loaza 1n Matal
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Capetonians march to the City Hall

to ek thee ThgEeng ancl o il g Of ESIsiees
1o WD 1o Tives Veedrs

The present detanoe CAamMpaEn shares the
ultimate central aim 1952 precursor
aboliteon of aparthesd and eslablishment of 3
racially open and tully democatic sooety, Its
range of civil disobedience, however, is witker
strefi h1r1|.,' fromm clissc t action Aamst !-l'].'lit'Hdll'f.i
tacilitses -|'111\.|:||1.1|\. bisies and schonls 1i'|n"u.]j::|1
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proatest man hies toy worker stav-aways and in-
dustrial sit-ins

Like their predeciossors, thi 1989 protesters
face an apartheid state armoed to the teeth,
literally and metaphorically, Within sis weeks
of the start of thelr campaign more than 2 0040
have been arrested = thee bulk for short periods

s MILLEN, i hisgie

EIi

‘The murder of the
unfortunate white
bystanders was the tragic
consecuence of fear,
frustration and anger ...

|:}r||'|,. el o tHan J":Ihh'[nlnq'q!_ | |I.J-I_'!II1H
17 of the 30 people identitied as "rnngleaders
by the state

The final word miust liewith future historians
but the 19859 campaign seems fo have been less
well planned. There are good reasons why it
may be less well coordinated and more ad hoc
than the 1952 campaign

The Mass Demaocrats SMowvement leaders of
the 19899 campeugn certainly have less legal
SNaCE wiithin whc b to O it than thesr 1952
Vhew operrate under a state
was e lared
mwoientally, under the Pubbe Satety Act whch
was put on the statute book atter 1952 cam-
patgEn o r"‘l.,l!‘lli' M RinErnimeEnt (D dul:-.]i u.:'[h
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Like the 1950 Dehance Campaign, the pee
wory! one gy e to veanlenee despate the ©
its leaders

Taking a broasd veew of events in the Western
Lape — the present
Campaign in oontrast 1o s wirfusal QUIESCEmCE
in 1952 — bwo corclies of antr-aparthesd oppos-
ton can be distingushed cirche in
Cape Town, where disciplined civil nghts
muanc haers Arc hibshop
Dessmondd Tutu and Dy Allan Boesak, have pro-
tested peacefully; and an outer circle, in the
surrcunding black and colowred townships,
where protest has otten manifested itsell vio-
lently in stone-throwing and petrol-bombing

The question of who is responsible for the
viokence s, of coure, central to any discussion
The adversaries, the police and the protesters,
have blamed one another, each claiming that
the violence from their side is reactive. What is
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usually shepherdied by

certain s that there has been violence from
both partics with tragic resulis

In trving to appraise the deliance campagn
thee problem is 1o determine where organised
non-violent resistance ends and where spon-
taneous outhursts of the combustible anger o
thie township residents star,

Whois to blame when that ommipresent rage
erupts, as it did on, say, August 31, when angry
blacks stoned a car driven by MrWouter Theron
in the Westiern Cape, injuring him tatally? The
organisers of the civil disobedience campaign
tor nol fufonng thesir constibuents n f_.;_l.rld'l'll 5
satyvagraha properly, the police for handling
demonstrators roughly, esven brutally, or the
apartheid system for denying black people
F‘thll al rghts andd comalling them nto ghetbos
where hatred] festers’

Wnting of the murder ol tbwo whiles — one a
Dominican nun, Sister Aidan — by a black
croax] im East London dunng the 1952 Detiance
Campaign, historian Tom Lodge recalls that
the killings took place after a polce bayonet
charpe haid broken up an ANC meseting

Hae coan hucdes IThe murnder of the unfortu
nate white Dy landen was the rage Conse
guence of fear, Trustrabon anda ANgET L

LT e Ths et inent in a more general
ST

In het stuchy Of The 1950
Rectance in South

In

campagn, ~PFassave
Africa™, soCial scentrst
an attemnpt to place re-
sparerabwlty Tor the reots on the resistance mone
ment. the govemment charged a number of
Atncan leaders with inCilement to public vio-
lence The povernment
was not able (o produce evidence linking the
Congresses with the nots

So far the government has not attempted to
pricss similar ¢ hamges, although there have been
obligue allegations that the organisers have
fanned vioknce

Law and Order Minister Adnaan Viek, faced
with the threat of legal proceedings, has, hosw
evier, retractod allegations that the Congress o
South African Trade Unions — a driving fonce
in thiee MDM — distributed a document calling
tor petrol bomb attacks. That speaks volumes

Lo Kupset wiles

Theer chamges failed




Business calls
at Alexandra

On August 24 |dasa took a group
of business people on a social
history tour of the Alexandra
township in Johannesburg.

The tour started at the Alex-
andra Art Centre where Ms Matil-
da Casela, the co-ordinatorof the
centre, briefed the participants
about the history of the art com-
mittee and Mr Patrick Banda,
regional co-ordinator of ldasa,
gave an input on historical facts
and figures of the township.

The tour covered areas such as
the squatter camps, the rural part
of the township, the upgraded
part, East Bank and the elite East
Bank Extension

In “Stshwetla”, one of the big-
gest squatter camps in Alexandra
situated between the gravevard
and the Jukskei River, participants
saw rural houses, tin shacks, the
bucket toilet system, overcrowd-
ed homes, impassable roads and
neglected refuse

The above were also evident in

the rural part of the township |

where one can still see livestock
roaming about the streets of the
township, Participants were also
taken to places where history was
made: 31 Seventh Avenue where
“people’s courts” were conduct-
ed, which alas was the focus of
the Mayekiso treason trial; The
Freedom Square where the Afri-
can Mational Congress used to
haold mass meetings; the Alexan-
dra soccer stadium where local
organisations used to hold mass
meetings prior to the 1986 State
of Emergency; the premises which
housed the offices of the ANC
and many other landmarks.

One of the places visited was
the Selt-Help Association of the
Disabled which is one of four
projects sponsored by lohnson's
Wax

At the end of the tour partici-
pants observed the contrast be-
tween the working-class rural part
of the township and the black
middle-class East Bank Extension.
They also observed the contrast
between the black township as a
whole and the white suburbs of
surrounding Johannesburg

Patrick Banda
Transvaal Regional
Co-ordinator

Parliament’s
role in struggle

The DP's Tony Leon and Cassim
Saloojee, president of the Trans-

vaal Indian Congress, were invited .

to address Idasa’s women's lunch-
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ﬁnlexandra squatter area . . .

Patrick Banda (right) and re-

gional director Liesel Naudé
with the tour group.

eon forum in lohanneshurg on 18
August. The topic was “The Signi-
ficance of the Parliamentary Fo-
rum Today™.

After the invitations were
issued, Cassim Saloojee withdrew
as a speaker, His reasons were
read out at the meeting: “The DP
has shown insensitivity to the
political position of the Mass
Democratic Movement and final-
ly with the fielding of nine candi-
dates in the House of Delegates
they have created a situation
where for the moment they have
made it impaossible far the TIC to
have a working relationship with
them.”

Mike Olivier, chairperson of
the Five Freedoms Forum, re-
placed Saloojee as the second
speaker and despite the absence
of an MDM speaker, the demao-
cratic movement and its relation-
ship with white parliamentary
and extra-parliamentary organi-
sations was the focus of both
inputs.

The MDM and the DP both
seek the end of apartheid, said
Leon. “However we have diffe-
rent routes of reaching that desti-
nation and different visions of
the post-apartheid South Africa.”
Mevertheless, Leon said that there
were areas of common interest
and co-operation and he urged
the MDM to be more tactical and
creative in their response to the
significance of Parliament. While
the CP also regard the tri-cameral
parliament as illegitimate, they
are not too tastidious to dirty their
cuffs and involve themselves in
the very Parliament to which they
are implacably opposed, he said.

Olivier identified negative and
positive aspects of Parliament
Parliament legitimises an unrepre-
sentative government, it is racial-
ly based and it has been ineffec-
tive in resisting the state of emer-
gency and the promulgation of
security laws that have system-
atically destroyed the conditions
for evolutionary and stable
change. In fact, Parliament’s role

[

is declining and the country is
being poverned by an extra-par-
liamentary structure in the form
of the security management sys-
tem, said Olivier

On the more positive side, he
said that enlightened opposition
in Parliament has provided some
checks and balances and can be a
channel for influencing and shap-
ing white attitudes.

“Members of Parliament have
used the privilege of their position
to intervene, gain information,
provide protection and monitor
oppression,” said Olivier. It is also
the only place where there is rea-
sonable freedom of speech

Dlivier emphasised that the
fight to end apartheid needed to
take place inside and outside of
Parliament. Maost major changes
have taken place outside Parlia-
ment, he said.

MNevertheless to mount an at-
tack on the National Party, the
DP and the MDM needed each
other, said Olivier. "A liberal op-
position can help the MDM."” He
called for tolerance, sensitivity
and genuine attempts at engage-
ment from both sides. After the
elections, the MDM must take
initiative in this regard, he urged.

; Lisa Seftel
Regional Co-ordinator

Writers explain
their strategy

Leading personalities in the Afri-
kaans community of East London
attended a weekend workshop in
Port Alfred in August to listen to
the impressions of Afrikaans
writers who met with fellow

Dr Ferreira with Marolene
Wessels of East London.

writers working in the ANC re-
cently.

Speakers at the weekend work-
shop hosted by ldasa included
writers and academics Ampie
Coetzee, Jeanette Ferreira, André
P Brink and Etienne van Heerden.

The main focus of the discus-
skon was the writers’ acceptance
ot the cultural boycott at the Vic-
toria Falls conference in July
which brought together mainly
Afrikaans writers with writers and
cultural workers in the ANC.

Dr Ferreira stressed that Vic
Falls delegates viewed the boy-
cott not as censorship, but as a
means of isolating apartheid and
developing a truly South African
culture. This culture, said Prof
Brink, would emphasise what
South Africans have in commaon
and not their differences and
diversity.

Etienne van Heerden said he
would prefer to talk about a cul-
tural strategy instead of a boy-
cott. “The cultural boycott is not
a negative cutting off of informa-
tion, it is a positive start of some-
thing new,"” he said.

At the end of the day, delegates
agreed that the “boycott” should
rather be seen as a strategy and as
a positive approach to ending

apartheid.
Cindy Deutschmann

Regional Co-ordinator

Making friends over lunch.

Dayin‘bush’ puts
girls in touch

Sixty girls trom four Durban
schools spent a day at a game
park together in a fun day plan-
ned by themselves with the help
of Idasa.

Planning for the day began over
breaktast for a small team of girls
from each schoaol and ended with
a successful trip to the theme park
outside Pietermaritzburg,

Watching the animals, braai-
ing their own lunch and playing
mixing games, the senior girls of
all races paved the way for meet-
ings between themselves on more
SErious 1ssues

They have now planned to get
together at one of the schoals for
discussion based on the friend-
ship which their day in the “bush”
created




Count-down to negotiation?

Not while most still
believe outright
victory is possible

Expectations abound about a
negotiated settiement in South
Africa. But what really are the

prospects for negotiation? And
how long will we wait for the
process to start? ldasa recently
hosted a seminar on the subject
in Durban where the present po-
sitions of the major parties to
any future negotiation were
examined. PAUL GRAHAM reports.

Negotiations in South Atnica would only stant
when all partses realise that the cost of ther
present strategies are higher than the benehits,
Prof Mervyn Frost told delegates at a oneday
Idasa seminar in Durban. The seminar on
“Prospects for a negotiated settlement in South
Africa” was held at the end of August

Prof Frost, who heads the department of
political studies at the University of Natal in
Durban, warned that it would be wrong to use a
“warfare analogy to explain negotiations within
South Africa”™, Summing up at the end of the
conference Prof Frost suggested that piece-
meal negotiations would be possible long be-
fore the classic stalemate position of warring
parties was reached

Earlier. Mr Steven Friedman of the South
African Institute of Race Relations made the
same point when he described the options
open to the extm-parliamentary opposition and
drew some parallels with the earlier bargaining
strategies of the trade union movement

He said there was potential tor extra-parlia-
mentary groups (o encourage the government
o remain open o atbtempls al negoliabDons
over local issues. Friedman mentioned the
negotiations with Escom in Soweto as a good
example and saud that these local negotiations
added to a climate for national negohiations

He descrnibed constitubional negotiatons not
as an altemative to exercming politwcal power
but a2 conseguence of the exvercise of political
power. “However, | believe that the balance ol
power between the parties is still too unegual
for a negotiated settiement,” he sawd

The semmnar was opened by Prof Leon Gor-
denker, visiting professor at Rhodes University
and an international relations expert. He paint-
ed a picture of a systematic and organised web
of concern regarding South Afnca and specu-
lated about the help that could be expected
from this international network “reaching from
heights of power to grassroots’

“The support would come in possible ser-
vices of encouragement and motiation, tech-
nical assistance and keeping the tlow of in-
formation apen, There would also be the
possihility of transitional services as existed in
sNamibia presently.”

The international community could also
offer long term support through loans, inter-
national health and welfare networks and
experience, and diplomatic relations

The seminar was structured to provide an
analysis of the present positions of the major
parties to any future negotiation. Major pre-
sentations were made on the positons of the

ANC and the government by obsenvers Close 10
thesse DaD partses

Dr Fanie Cloete, iomer direcion of constitu-
tional planning in the Department of Constitu-
tional Development and Planning, explained
the government’s refusal o negoliate with
people “who are not committed 1o peaceful
methods to achieve a transiormation of South
African society .’

He explained the way in which this pre-
condition was the subject ol debate itselt, with
interpretations varying from a commitment to
peace through to a renunciation of violence.
His paper spelled out the government percep-
tions of the extra-parliamentary opposition and
their wish for “proot of the UDF's commitment
in theory and practice to traditional democra-
tic values and procedures betore they can be
persuaded about the peaceful motives of the
organisation

The
government
wants proof
of the UDF's
commitment
to traditional
democratic
values before
they can be
persuaded
about its
peaceful
motives.

tactical

Dr Cioete
manoeuvring has
started

Negotiations do not only take place live
across a table,” Cloete said. “Verbal skirmishes
the use of intermedianes, leakages to the press
and coercive tactics are all instruments used to
communicate or enhance bargaining power.
Seen in this way we are contending now with
tactical manoeuvring in preparation for the
formal phase of negotiations.”

However the most important pre-condition
remains “mutual and unambiguous commit-
ments on all sides to democratic change,™

Describing the ANC position, University of
Natal researcher Sbu Ndebele reminded the
audience that the ANC had been founded on a
commitment to talk. As early as 1962 at the
Lobatsi summit a position on negotiations was
prepared and this position has been regularly
retined until the present position was accepted

Mr Van Staden and Prof Frost take ques-
tions on the otiating positions of the
PAC and others.

recently by the Orpanisation for Atnican Unity
in Harare

The AMC wants a constituent assembly. The
movement wants people to choose democra-
tically their leaders. All parties must be given
enough opportunity to expound their posi-
tions,” he said

He referred to the armed strugele as a strategy
and not a principle quoting the ANC leadership
as saying: “The need tor us to take up arms will
never transform us Into prisoners of the ideal of
violence, slaves to the goddess of war”

He quoted the State President, Mr F W de
Klerk, who said that “it is proper to draw a dis-
tinction between intensive dialogue, consulta-
tion and real negotiation. In the final analysis
negotiations means that those who try to reach
agreement must have the authority to enter
into agreement . Mr Ndebele continued: “Here
at least is something we agres on

A final paper by Gary van Staden of the
South African Institute for Intemational Aftairs
dealt with the present positions on nepotia-
tions of other parties in South Atnca. These
included both parliamentary and extra-pariia-
mentary groups to the left and nght of the
political spectrum. Amongst these he gave
attention to the PAL 1o Inkatha and to the far-
right groups including the AWER

Summing up his survey he said: “Most of the
parties still believe that outright victory =
possible in the confhict and that there s con-
seguenthy no mised o nepotiate — In addimon

oo many substantive bargaining Bsues have
been set as preconditions by The: vanous partes
and organisations imvolved and this wall only
serve to delay the process

With the seminar taking place shortly betore
the tri-cameral elections, it was Steven Fried-
man who summed up the feeling of speakers
and participants when he concluded his paper
“At the end of the day power realities will
determine how things work out. | believe that
we are entering a potentially exciting but a
potentially dangerous perod in our political
history, one which could be decisive. Within
this petiod the extent to which people are able
to form an informed and realistic view of what
negotiation can and cannot deliver and can
disseminate, this may play a small but import
ant role i deciding whiether the climate tor
negotiations is created

O Paul Graham i the Regional Director of bdasa in MNatal,
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Scholars discover that
exploring the past
helps to build future

By MELODY EMMETT
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Getting to know you

The intensive rural history workshop which
emerged was a compound created in the heat
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pupils and each participant needed to be hsand
for the programme to achieve its full effect

The 40 participants inc luded 20 scholars from
English-language government schools in Johan
nesburg, 10 from 5t Mark's College in lane
Furse, Lebowa, and 10 scholars who ane study
ing out of school hours with the Thushanang
Study Project in lane Furse

For the lohannesburg group, the workshop
began with the trip to the Lobethal Conferencs
Centre. They were accompanied by student
tacilitators, most of whom are from lane Furse

bt are now studyving under Leslie Wite at
Khanya Coliege, a pre-unnersily college wath
campuses in lohannesburg and Cape Town. A
detalesd commentary had been prepared by
the Khanva College students. the central themse
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followed, comultant Tony M Corepor facilitated
A s OF erwerc s wihee b enc ouraged discus-
SN beEbweseEn the apprehensive parti I pants
.!rl-:l 1'-|L||!I|.:'-.hl'|:| I:H-r- unrhng Eroups fnr :|_'|'|p_a
remdainder of the programme
On Saturday moming they viewed a slide
and tape show, “Fight Where You Stand” which
toild of one rural woman's struggle to find work
and accommaodation in the city. Afterwards,
Leslie Wite, assisted by facilitators from lo-
hanneshurg and lane Furse, took participants
through a process which would prepare them
tar the mterviews which would take place in
thie afternoon. They wiene Lo interiew women,
youth and mineworkers from Jane Furse and
surrounding areas. Each interviewing team
devised appropriate guestions which were
reported back to the broader group in English
and Naorthermn Sotho. Questions and comments
pave an indication of the interests and con-
carrns o individual participants and of South
Abrican society at large: political and economi

The pupils prepare for their interviews
with rural people.
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On top of Phahla mountain ... the group
gets acquainted with its history.
{Pictures by GILL DE VLIEG, Afrapix)

do not understand sophisticated agricultural
techniques but they don't mention that blacks
possess only 13 per cent of the land. Some
suppested that teachers and writers of the pre-
scribed books should be challenged: others
thought that students should learn what they
are taught and Find out the truth atter matric,
Some students advocated making changes from
within existing structures when they are in posi-
tions of leadership; others were adamant that
change comes from below

Back at Lobethal, interviewing teams re-
ported on something new they had discovered
in their interviews: an interesting story they
had heard and something they had leamt about
themselves, At the end of the final session the
students agreed that history is not only found
in books. They had leamt a different way of
finding out about the past and had begun to
realise that exploring the past helps to build
the future

O Melody Emmett is the Regional Co-ordinator of
Idasa in Johanneshurg.

Teaching’ white youths
politics: it's tough going!

Working with white pupils is
frustrating and rewarding in
equal measure

Over the last eight vears or
so | have watched creative and

There are some exciting and revealing develop-
ments in Idasa’'s work with white school pupils in
the Western Cape. NIC BORAIN, Idasa regional
director, explores some of the challenges.

dynamic initiatives run into

the brick wall of hostile school authorities or
collapse due to the lack of experience of the
pupils,

There are hundreds of intiatives all over the
country designed to start exposing pupils to
the political realities of life in South Africa.
While many of the initiatives are quite different
from each other, they are all premised on an
important assumption. Children are generally
not set into the patterns of racism and violence
that characterise our society. Many of them
are being channelled in this direction but most
are not far enough down that road to be beyvond
FESCLIE.

Of course pupils are subject to the same
divisions and antagonisms as the rest of our
society. The black/white, English/Afrikaans,
urban/rural and class differences are divisions
that ensure that “school student” is not an
homogenous category. However, they have in
common their vouth, their tlexibility and their
involvement in education,

The particular difficulties in conducting pro-
grammes with white pupils are hostility from
parents and school authorities, the demaobilis-
ing effect of spoon-fed education and the
generally apolitical environment in which they
live

In the Western Cape we have found we have
had to have a different approach in any one
constituency or school

In one school we have a close working
relationship with the staff and parent bodies.
Here we are able to organise integrated pro-
grammes where parents, teachers and pupils
meet the same categories of people from a
township school, We call this a “twinning”
programme because we pair particular schoaols,
classes or parent/teacher bodies with each
other. We expect this project to reap rich
rewards in understanding and social commit-
ment,

In another group of schools (largely Afri-
kaans speaking) we have found pupils, staff
and parents to be very wary of us. Here we are
exploring access to these pupils through their
involvement in church youth structures. Qur
approach in these schools is to organise sport-
ing and cultural exchangeswith black schoaols.

We have found that if Afrikaans speaking
white children and African children play a game
of cricket or rughy together, this breaks down
barriers and inevitably, in the period of relaxa-
tion or the picnic afterwards, the discussion
will turn to social issues

On another tack entirely, we are also trying
to promote and encourage the growth of in-
dependent pupils organisations.

We have had a long and productive relation-
ship with Pupils United for Peace and Aware-
ness (Pupa), a white school organisation in
Cape Town.

This group has battled long and hard to estab-
lish branches in about 14 schools with a com-
mitted and trained pupil leadership. Our role

has been to help facilitate their attempts to
reach out to black pupil organisation, provide
some infrastructural back-up and to help with
skills training,

We have had to learn the hard way that it is
not good enough to do things for pupils. Pugils
have to do things for themselves and in that
way they come to treat the experiences they
have as their own and not just aother class-
room handout.

Anvway, pupils understand thewr conste
tuency @ whole lot better than we possibly
could, They know the movies, the dances, the
music, the crazes, the language and the whole
culture of their school environment. They know
w hat will work and what won't — i particular,
they know what the attention span will be and
they alwavs cut our suggested time allocations
by half!

White pupils are, however, at a senous dis-
advantage as far as taking control of their own
programmes is concerned. They have missed
ot entirely on the rebellious rejection of school
authorities and the political mobilisation ex-
perienced by their black counterparts.

In comparison to black pupils, white pupils
penerally tend to accept things without ques-
tion and wait for an adult to take the initiative

This difference comes out every time pupils
from the different communities are brought to-
gether. The black pupils tend to be more asser-
tive, better (politically) informed and much
more confident to debate and disagree in group
discussion. This alone would make a fascinat-
ing and useful sociological study and | think it
bodes ill for whites” ability to operate comfort-
ably in a non-racial environment.

Oine of the things we have found particularly
useful and effective as a “change agent” is
culture. Pupils learning a traditional dance or
song together, jointly workshopping a play
ahout the differences in their education or just
teaching each other to play a musical instru-
ment helps to break down barriers and achieve
an understanding of each other,

in the last weekend of October we will be
working with Pupa to host a big conference/
festival that will explore the crucial question of
how we come to acquire the beliefs, values,
ideas and prejudices that we do.

Idasa’s schools programme in the Western
Cape is still very experimental and we are learn-
ing new lessons from new mistakes every day.
We suffer from the fragmentation of the work
that is being done in the schools. We realise a
lot is happening but we are seldom able tolink
up with other individuals and groups that are
thinking about and acting in this area.

We would deeply appreciate any feedback,
comments, advice and ideas from anyone in
the country who has some experience they
could share with us. Anyone whao is able to
contribute in this way, please write to me at
6 Faircape House, Gardens 8001 (Tel (021}
222150; Fax 237905)




Fees van SA poésie — net betyds

SA IN POESIE/SA IN POETRY deur Johan van
Wyk, Pieter Conradie en Nik Constandaris
{Owen Burgess, 1988).

Wanneer laas was so 'n dikke boek so plesieng
om te lees?

Wanneer laas het 50 ‘n dikke boek so min
gekos! (R49 vir 5-cm dik)

Aan die akademici & jillery oor die swak/
ondeurdagte voonwoond hoef de leser om nie
noodwendig te steur nie, nog minder aan die
gekibbe] oor maatstawwe . Probeer ook verpest
van die gedigte wat na jou mening beter sou
gepas het. die swak nommeriose indeks agterm;
dre subjektiewe weglaat van sekere werke
Begin die boek van voor af deurblaai en lees
5005 1y lus kry

Van dwe heel eerste bladsy is dit dundelik dit
gaan hier e om taal of groep nie — in omver-
staanbare en vreemd gepunkiueerde taal staan
die eerste gedgte van die Khos- en 5an groepe;
later vir jou Mmool vertaal

a splinter of stone which is white
a splinter of stone whech s white
a splinter of stone which is white

Dit is die blou kraanvoi se lied wat hy sing
as hy van mense al wegviug. Kom hy tot be-
daring, s& hy: a white stone splinter; a white
stone splinter.

Hierop volg die koloniale tydperk in sware
Engelse, Duitse, Portugese en Nederlandse
gedigte wat stersotiep na die kontinent kyk.
it die verskillende tydperke en tale, lewens-
wyses en ideologiet kom mettertyd ‘n fassine-
rende weefwerk tot stand waarin individuele
kleure wel met tye opvallende skyn, maar waar-
van die rykdom in perspektief en aanbieding
die langste bybly. En deur al die bydraes skyn
die digte gaas van hierdie suidpunt. Hordes
digters het hom besing. beskryf, verwerp, ver-

ANTJIE KROG skryf oor 'n nuwe
versameling gedigte wat 'n skaars

blik werp op Ideologle in die Suid-
Afrikaanse digkuns

vioek, verwring: talle het gekom en gegaan,
talle is vereer, talle het in verlorenheid en
stamelend hulle optekening gedoen, maar daar
het werklik ‘n Suid-Afrika in die poésie tot
stand gekom. Hoe amper te laat is hierdie ver
sameling nee!

Maar so 'n versame bng maak natuurkik alles-
et onverwagte, hopelik vrocgpestonwe, voor-
keure by jou wakker Dwe Zoeloepryshiedere
slaan py vir eers nie oor nie, die rasende nymelary
van die Engelse wel haastig om by die Afri-
kaanse te kom. Dit s 'n fees om te lees, byvoor-
beeld van com lan wat sukke! om n gedig te
skryf vir die Patriot, maar aanhoudend onder-
breek word deur die eise van kinders on werkers
en rampe. [Moedikhyd om lidyis te maak op 'n
Boerplaas) Die tante wat sterf na 'n skerpioen-
steek op die naeltjle, Die ou man laat weet sy
kinders kripties: Julle ma is doot — breng
spykers saam

Daar is 'n lewende aardsheid, 'n ongebrei
delde naiwiteit wat die ander poésie vir eers
swaarwigtig laat afsteek. Die versamelaars het
die rassisme wat ons almal ken, maar verkies
om te vergeet, ook ingesluit:

As ek 'n man is,

dan moet ek ook ‘n plaas hé;
Lospetos heet my 0§

Swarte tong heet my jong
Welbereid heet my meid
Welbemind heet my kind
Hartjieliofie heet my viou
Overdie-berge heet my plaas.

Tussen die ander tale raak die Afnkaanse
pobsie al hoe boelender soos dit polities begin
formuleer, vir die diggers, die werkers, die
lydendes. Die digters raak bekender soos Lex
poldt en Marais, Celliers skryf stukke namens
swartes wat van hul grond beroof word: Hau,
die wit man / maak nie moo: nie- / ons het hom
nooit genooi nie: / maar hy kom; / hy vat v
hom / onse lande.

Hoewel veel langdadiger, behou de in-
heemse pobsie sy nove kontak met die beroot-
des, die viugtendes, de vernederdes en hier-
tussen dryf die Engelse poésie Die gedigre van
die beroemde Engelse name wat jy al moss
lees, Klink effe wrelevant, die swakier verse
van onbekende digters reguit en op die man af.
Tot met die vyftiger, sestiger jane.

Celeidelik raak die Afrikaanse poésie pri-
vater, middelklasser, natuur en hefde gerig. die
Engelse podswe dewr midde! van die swart digters
brutaal en op die stank af. James Dean se foto
in blou staan opgeneem by Dispossessed of
Bulldozer; Ode to a periect match staan naby
Sharpeville en Robbeneiland my kruis my huis.
Laasgenoemde gedig sal my sekerlik die langste
bybly as 'n nuwe leeservaring: die gedigte van
Mike Nicol as die onvergeetlikste.

‘n Mens kan ook die boek totaal anders lees
byvoorbeeld as 'n historlese oopvou van die
land deur polsie, Dan raak dit interessant om
te kyk wat ook geskryf Is in byvoorbeeld die-
selfede jaar waarin Elisabeth Eybers Die stil
avontuur geskryf het; terwyl sy moederskap vir
haar geslag en daarna verwoord, het haar mede
peslagsgenote verbete om ‘n voortbestaan in
die stede geveg: te oordeel aan die Wessels
biogratie, in dieselide fabneke bedryf deur haar
man.

Verstommend om die bale pro-boere gedigte

‘Onlus’-versiag stem tot groot onrus

EYEWITNESS TO “UNREST™ dewr Jan van Eck
(Taurus Uitgewers, 198%; R14,00 plus AVE).

Politieke “onrus ™ s al jare lank in Suid-Afrika ‘n
algemene verskynse | — vir de wat bereid 15 om
verder te kyk as die seligesensuresnde Afri-
kzanse media Vershew waamemers beweer
dat Susd-Afrika in 'n burgercorlog-situase ver-
keer of selfs in ‘'n Libanon kan ontaasd.

Dne slepende onrus en verset teen aparthesd
speel af teen de agergrond van ‘n minder-
heidsregenng wat sonder altematiewe kreatef-
loos en met dwang megeer. Die meerderheid
van Suid-Afrika we (swart ) inwoners daarenteen
stry nou al jare teen die minderheidsregime
wat vir hulle totaal onaanvaarbaar is. Hierdie
pad van verset het al begin in die vorige eeu
met die stigting van die Transvaal Native
Congress, Orange Free State Mative Congress
en die Imbumba Yama Nyama (1862 )

In “Eyewitness to'Unrest” " skryf parlements-
lid lan van Eck cor sommige van die hoogte-
punte van die onrus van 1985 tot 1987. Ver-
skeie van die gebeure klassifiseerbaar as “on-
rus™ word deur Van Eck beskryf, Az Afrikaans-
sprekende wat vanwed sy betrokkenheid by die
“monitor” van “onrus” gedwing is om te sien
wat buite die rustige stilte van slegs-blanke

woonbuurte aangaan, tref dit 'n mens. (Dit sou
van veel waarde wees a3 de boek ook in Afr-
kaans kan verskyn) Dee boek s nee 'n akade
meese bydrae 1ot bestaande polineke literatuur
nie. Daar 13 geen diepgaande analise van die
Suid-Afriaame stuave en de ondedigpende
verklanngs daaromtrent nee. Veeleer is dit 'n
poging tot beskrywing en tot aktualisering van
die gebeure van B5 1ol ‘BT En dit weerspied!
daarom ‘n vars blik op die doole data van
amptelike “onrusverslae”™ Meer nog: dit toon
aan hoe noodmaatreéls en “rule by decree”
numte laat vir ongeoorioofde en kwaadwillige
optrece deur die handhawers van “reg en orde”™.
Dit toon ook aan hoe outoritére regering en
geweld (struktureel en fisies) deel van die rege-
ringswyse in die land van ons geword het Dit
dien ook treffend as illustrasie van die onder-
myning van “rule of law” en die mate waartoe
die polisie in Suid-Afrika “reg” in eie hande
neem — tot nadeel van lan Publiek. Met ver-
wysing na voorbeelde, toon dit ook aan dat in
minstens sommige gevalle die polisie geduren-
de die tydperk (en tans nogl) ‘'n reuse bydraende
oorsaak van die voorkoms en verskerping van
"onrus’ was,

Evewitness (B1 bladsye) lees vinnig en mak-
lik. Die kort hoofstukke dra by tot ‘n leser-

vriendelike en belinopte publikasie Die inhowd
van die boek daarenteen i nie “vriendelik”
nie: inteendesl, dit stem tol onrus. Maar die
soOft onrus wat enige ware Suid-Afrikaner
waardig is. En dit laat mens vra: wat kan ek
doen om sulke arbitrére en onregmatige rege-
ring te stop’

Die boek weeripwe#! myns iNsSens een groot
tekortkoming dit sou veel verhelderender
gewees het as daar een inleidende hoofstuk of
agtergrondskets in was. S0 iets sou die inkig-
tingsrol en bewusmakingswaarde van die publi-
kaswe verhoog het

Nogtans kan die boek sterk aanbeveel word.
Vanaf die besknywing van die begratnis van die
vermoorde anti-aparthesdsaktiviste Goniwe,
Calata, Mhlauli en Mkhonto {'n skokkende ge-
beurtenis wat sterk coreenkomste vertoon met
die gebeure in die film Mississippl Burning) tot
by die laaste stelling is dit ‘n uiters leesbare
publikasie wat sterk aanbeveel kan word. Van
Eck plaas vir my in dié stelling die boek in
konteks: “It illustrates how far down the road
towards anarchy South Africa under P W Botha
has gone. "

lan Liebenberg

O lan Liebenberg is navorsingskonsultant by Idasa.
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‘Om poésie te lees met ander
maatstawwe as die suiwer
estetiese is 'n aanpassing wat sy

eiesoortige beloning bring en
poésie op nuwe terreine vestig’

teé te kom, geskryf deur Engelse. die pro-swan
gedigte peskryf teen aparthesd ook deur die
Engelse, sodat 'n mens dalk kan aflei dat hoe-
wel die Engelssprekende digter nog nooit die
underdog was nie, hy hom tog wel getrou ge-
skaar het by hulle lot,

Baie interessant is die verswed gedigte wat
nou hulle verskyning maak. Noukeurig is die
gedigte uit die radisionele Afrikaanse kanon
geweer, Het u geweet dat 5 | Pretorius 'n gedig
geskryt het waarin hy volkome identifiseer en
simpatiseer met die “Munisipale Kaffer-Arber
der”: dat H A Fagan ‘n gedig gesknyf het waann
by luister na Nkosi Sikelel’ FAfrika en vra dat
Cod ons almal hier sal seén omdat ons saam-
geplant is in een vaderland: dat Leipoldt in
1944 ‘n gedig geskryf het waann by die ideevan
‘n wonder-republiek. 'n klick wat dink dat hulle
beter as ander is, snedig veroordesl en ‘n pro-
fetiese blik gee na hoe veragterlik ons ons nog
sal voel, geskandviek

Voug hierby nog die werk van lensma, Letoit,
Anthony — en nog talle ander skrywers wie se
werk mens selde of ooit in die hande kry —
en die boek is uit die Afrikaanse cogpunt alleen,
die moeite werd Om te sien hoe Afmkaans
tussen ander tale wen en prysgee s 'n nuwe
plesier; om podsie te lees met ander maat-
stawwe a5 d SUTWET ESIETIESE 15 N AaNDAssng
wat sy ewsoortige beloming bring en poéswe op
mAwe Tefmeine vestig.

Uit heerdie werk wat getuig van jare se navor-
sing. i dit onmoontlik om keuses te maak. Toe-
oog en sonder rede kies ek om die gedig van
Lionel Abrahams volledig aan te haal:

The Whiteman Blues

Two cars, three loos, a swimming pool,
Investment paintings, kids at a private school
we entertain with shows or gourmet food —
and vet we don't feel right, we don't feel good

Why doesn’t the having help?

Why doesn't the spending save?

Why doesn 't the fun —

Why doesn't the culfture —

Why don't the ads add up to something?

We can afford to say we know

the blacks are really given hell,

Big Boss is harsh and stupid and must go
we say it — and it helps like one Aspro.

We still feel jumpy. mixed up, not quite well.

Which specialist can cure the thing we've got —

the got-it, gotta-get-it blues,

the deep-freeze, cheaper wholesale, world
eacursion blues?

We high on the know-all-about-it booze

We're bursting with kwashmokor of the hank

We're depressed by the whiteman blues

in the backyards they pray for us

In Sowelo they see our plight

In the border areas they understand
In the Bantustans they wait

to pat our shoulder, hold our hand.
They know, they know,

to them it isn't news;

we've gol these lost-man, late-man,
MONey=-Man, supernman,

whiteman blues.

STAFF

Idasa appoints
national director

Mr Davad Alan Screen has been ap-
pointed as natwonal director of ldasa

Mr Soreen, cutmently deputy pen-
cipal at Pnelands High Schood, wall
assume offee i 1950

He will be based at idasa’s head
otfice in Cape Town.

As national director Mr Screen will
be responsible for the day today run-

to the growing demands of ldasa’s work

councillor. They have tao children

New Border director

MR SCREEN

Mr Screen has been an active member of the South Afncan
Teachen Assocation, as well a3 a member of the tounding  ture, Me Mitchell sand he be-
committes of Education for an Aware South Afnica He started  lemed that ldasa still had an
his teaching career at Queens Park High School in Cape Town in
1977 and has held a number of teaching posts at schools in the
Peninsula. He was viceprincipal at Camps Bay High School
prior to moving to Pinelands High at the beginning ot 1989,

Within Sata he has actively promoted the ideal and practice
of non-racialism and democracy. He was a prime mover, for
instance, of a resolution which was adopted at the 1987
conference of that teachers’ organisation. leading to the docu-
ment “Educating for a Democratic. Non-racial Society”

Mr Screen was a founder member and chairman of the
Observatory Civic Association, formed to counter the existing
comservative ratepayers association in the suburb

He & marmed to Annamia van den Heever. a Cape Town ity

Top Amcham
job for Mitchell

Wir Wayne Mitchell natwsnal
co-ordinator of ldasa unoe
May 19587, has left the msir
tute to take up a postion with
the American Chamber of
Commerce in South Africa
sr Mitchell succeeds Me
Adrian Botha as executive
director of Amcham. He will

ning of |dasa, and provide support for executive director Dr - be based in lohannesburi
Alex Boraine in directing operations. Over the past 18 months,
the institute has experienced tremendous growth in both its  its inception in 1986 and ini-
programme activities and statf numbers. The new post of tally held the position of re
national director was accordingly created to effectively respond  gional dwector in the Eastern

Her haw been with ldasa since

Capwe
Commenting on hn depa

MR MITCHELL

important role o play n e
sobving conthct mn the country
despite the obstac bes comang
from varying political quar-

Ms Hermien Kotze has been appoint-
ed as regional director of Idasa in the
Border region starting December 1
Ms Kotze, a lecturer in develop- -
ment studies at the L'niversity ol Fort
Hare, succesds Ms Cindy Deutsch-
mann who has moved to lohannes

I-*

and holds degrees trom the Univer-
sity of Stellenbosch and the London
School of Economics [MSC). Prioe to
joming Fort Hare in 1987, Ms Kotre
lectured at Stellenbosch and the Uni-
versity of Bophuthatswana

o~

burg ‘ F'-‘
She grew up n the Western Cape e

MS KOTZE

ters” . He intends maintaining
his links with Idasa and those
engaged inits work
Mr Mitchell said he would
have ample opportunity at
Amcham to continue the
strugghe for a peaceful, just
and prosperous South Atrica
I beelweve business has to be
COMME MOe pro-active inwork
ing for change Amdcham s
working for greater (o-opera
tion between business and
labour and busmess and the
Community i general

_‘/'

Critical assessment vital at school

The importance of the student-teacher relation-
ship was emphasised at an |ldasa seminar on
people’s education which was held at Rhodes
Unmversity in September and attended by some
120 people

Speaking on this topic. Mr Dirk Meerkotter,
senior bectured in edocation at the Unnersity
of the Western Cape, said teachers generally
assumed that it was their respomsabality to pro-
vide information in the classroom, often for-
petting that students need critical assessment
of that information. People’s education need
critical intervention from both students and
teachers, he said

In any social transtormation teachers and
students would play a pivotal role because
change and education were inter-related. Mr
Meerkotter emphasised the importance of a

progressive pedagogy which challenged tradi-
tional authority relations in education and also
reduced the emphasis on prescribed intorma-
tion in the education process

Some delegates expressed concemn that
people’s education may be “hijacked™ by
parties who had the technology to acoess n
formation about termnatonal developments
n people’s education

Giving an MDM perspective on peophe s
education, Mr irhon Rensburg, managing direc
tor of the Education Aid Programme, strongly
advocated the participation of parents, teachers
and students in education.

He emphasised that people should acquire
skills now so that they will be able to occupy
their rightful places in a new democratic, non-
racial South Africa




REGSE GEVAAR

"Left”, “right” en “centre”
word gereeld in die politieke
gesprek in Suid-Afrika gebruik
sonder dat die sprekers nood-
wendig weet wat die inhoud
daarvan is. Die verwarring oor
wat “regs” beteken, maak dit
nodig om in meer detail te kyk

Regse tier: hoe trek
ons sy tande uit?

Die feit dat die regses in
Suid-Afrika nie veel kanse by
die stembus het nie, moet
egter nie aanleiding gee tot
oormatige gerustheid nie. Na
my mening is 'n toename in
die spontane opwelling van

na die "regse gevaar'’

In hierdie bespreking sal net
verwys word na die wit poli-
tiek — nie omdat blanke regse
groepe die enigste regses in
die land is nie, maar omdat
swart regse bewegings, groepe
en individue gewoonlik pro-
porsioneel heelwat minder is,
en ook nie onafthanklik optree
nie. Kortom: die meerderheid
swart groepe wat as regs ge-
tipeer kan word, 15 gekoop-
teerdes onder die verdeel-en-
heers beleid van die huidige
regering. Dus val laasgenoem-
de buite die bestek van die
bespreking.

Met die onlangse verkie
sings is daar voorspel dat die
Konserwatiewe Party tot so-
vee| as 64 setels kan inpalm.
Uiteindelik het die KP toe 39 setels, slegs 6
meer as die Demokratiese Party, gewen. Ver-
kiesingspolitiek is egter nie die enigste been
waarop die regse politiek in Suid-Afrika staan
nie. Op 1 September berig die Vive Weekblad
dat daar ‘'n vlaag van verregse geweld (terreur?)
aan die gang is, maar dat die polisie “geen
greintjie petuienis” wat heenwys na die ge-
weldenaars kon opspoor nie.

Dit wil dus vk of die verregse politiek in
Suid-Afrika op twee bene staan. (As jy die
regering van die dag as ver-regs wil tipeer, sou
‘'n mens moet sé dat daar drie bene is waarop
regse politick in Suid-Afrika staan. Ek werk
slegs met die “twee-been” hipotese ). Die eerste
been is die elektorale of parlementere been
Die ander been, die buite-parlementére been
Die parlementére been sou groepe insluit soos
die Konserwatiewe Party van dr Andries Treur-
nicht en die (nou byna irrelevante) Herstigte
Masionale Party van mnr Jaap Marais. Die twee
partye het gesamentlik ongeveer 620 D00 stem-
me getrek. Die buite-parlement&re of nie-parle-
mentére been sou groepe insluit soos die Afri-
kanerweerstandsheweging van Eugene Terre’
Blanche en die Blanke Bevrydingsfront van
lohan Schabort, Hiervan is die AWB die getal-
rvkste, Volgens navorser Helen Zille is daar
ongeveer 10 000 ingeskrewe AWEB-lede, ‘'n ver-
dere 150 000 ondersteuners en tot soveel as
500 000 simpatiseerders. (Dit spreek vanself
dat daar corvleuelende lidmaatskap en simpa-
tieé tussen die binne- en buite-parlementére
groepe in die regse “wit’” politiek sal wees).

Behalwe bogenocemde groepe is daar nog
verskeie groepe wat moeilik in'n streng binne/
buiteparlementére skeiding sal inpas. Dit sluit
in groepe soos die Oranjewerkersbond (wit
tuisland werkgroep), die Aksie Eie Toekoms en
Toekomsgesprek {meestal weggebreekte Broe-
derbondlede met ‘nsoortgelyke wyse van orga-
nisasie as die Afrikanerbroederbond). Verskeie
ander groeperinge soos die Kappiekommando,
die South African Mational Front en die Odal
Clan het onthind, in onaktiwiteit verval of is
opgeneem in bogenoemde bestaande groepe,
Laastens het die soganaamde Wit Waolwe ook
deel van die politieke gesprek geword. Min
inligting is oor hulle bekend. Die Vrive Week-
blad berig: “In versetkringe word geglo dat die

Die ver-regse dreigement . . . verlies aan invioed by die stembus kan
nog meer geweld stimuleer.

Deur IAN LIEBENBERG

Wit Waolwe bestaan uit regse polisiemanne in
verskeie dele van die land wat nie-amptelik
optree. Die moontlikheid van samewerking
tussen die groepe word ook genoem.” Die akti-
witeite van die groep is problematies omdat dit
maoeilik is om vas te stel in hoeverre die groepe
amptelike kondonering geniet — of soms selfs
doelbewus aangehelp word deur groepe binne
in, of na-aan die staat.

Hoe sterk is die “regses™? Uit die syfers hier-
bo genoem, en met inagneming van oorvieue-
lende lidmaatskap is my skatting dat daar on-
geveer 720 000 mense is wat die ver-regse be-
wegings ondersteun. Daarteenoor het ongeveer
1,2 miljoen die Nasionale Party ondersteun,
wat op ‘n onderhandelingsetiket gestaan het.
Sowat 420000 mense het die Demokratiese
Party ondersteun.,

M ense behoort gehelp te word

om te besef dat hulle as
afsonderlike kulturele groep kan
funksioneer en tegelykertyd as
deel van 'n meerderheid
erkenning kan geniet'

Vaolgens verkiesingstatistikus Donald Simp-
son, sowel as Hermann Giliomee het die KP sy
plafon bereik. Sommige waarnemers meen dat
die party nog enkele setels kan wen in die
volgende verkiesings, maar dat dit basies on-
moontlik is vir die party om verder op groot
skaal te groei, Kortom: op elektorale viak is die
“wit” regse beweging se kanse nie te goed om
te groei of aan die mag te kom nie. Alwen hulle
in die volgende verkiesing, volgens Giliomees,
sal die ander twee huise van die driekamer-
parlement wetgewing kan blokkeer. En enige
poging om die wetgewing op buite-parlemen-
tére wyse te wysig, sal ‘'n regse bewind allean
groter buitelandse isolasie en druk, sowel as
hinnelandse onrus op die hals haal. Daarby kan
die beoogde herindeling van kiesafdelings
alleen die DP bevoordeel.

geweld sowel as geargani-
seerde regse geweld moontlik
in die mate wat regsgesindes
{insluitende sommige binne
die huidige NP in hul persep-
sie politicke mag verloor, F'mli-
ticke magteloosteloosheid er-
vaar en ekonomiese gelykstel-
ling beleef. Die ideologiese
pre-disposisie en “win-or-lose”
paradigma waarin die regse
blankes hulle bevind, kan by-
dra hiertoe: vergelyk bekende
regses se uitsprake soos Chris
looste se “{swart) verdringing
kan lei tot buitekonstitusio-
nele optrede”, Carel Boshoff
se “die Afrikaner kan nog teen
wil en dank die Baskiese terro-
ris van Afrika word” en Eugene

ERIC MILLER. Alrapix

Terre'Blanche se “met kommu-
niste praat jy nie, jy skiet hulle
van die aarde at”. Hierdie sen-
timente kan toeneem na gelang van die mate
wal 'n onderhandelde skikking plaasvind tussen
die heersende of volpende regering en die tans
“verbanne” organisasies. luis die feit dat ver-
regses nie 'n noemenswaardige invioed by die
stembus kan uitoefen nie, kan polarisasie, en
viteindelik geweld stimuleer. larelange apart-
heids- en withaasskap-opvoeding het hiervoor
die fondamente voorberei.

Isdaar 'nweg uitdie “rather bleak scenario’™!
Die volpende stappe kan myns insiens bydra
tot die afskaal van polarisasie en geweld na
regs:

e Mense wat hulleselt as regs (insluitende 'n
groot groep Afrikaners) beskou, behoort gehelp
te word om kultuur en politiek te ontkoppel.
Godsdiens {(“Christelike beskawing™) en kul-
turele vryheid (“identiteit”) is nie noodwendig
sinoniem aan mag nie, en dit behoort so wit-
gespel te word. Die belang van so 'n ontkoppe-
ling is reeds jare gelede deur lohan Degenaar
voorgestel Dit behoort vandag nog steeds veel
aandag te verdien, Mense behoort gehelp te
word om te beset dat hulle as afsonderlike
kulturele groep kan funksioneer en tegelyker-
tyd as deel van 'n meerderheid erkenning kan
geniet, (Dit vereis logieserwys afskeid van die
groepsgedagte ]

o Organisasies en institute wat in die “change
industry”™ is (ldasa, Merge, Human Awareness
Programme, Sentrum vir Intergroepstudies en
vele ander) doen veel om die wedersydse nega-
tiewe stereotipes, vyandskapbeelde en misver-
stande af te takel Hulle verdien veel meer
ondersteuning. Daarby is meer van die inisia-
tiewe op ‘n pl.;l.i,-.'lti-llkl;" vilak nodig — in kerke,
skole en werksgemeenskappe.

® Laastens, behoort Suid-Afrikaners hulleself
apnuut toe te wy aan demokrasie en politieke
taleransie. ‘'n Stabiele politieke gemeenskap
kan alleen ontstaan waar redelike dialoog, kul-
turele toleransie en 'n hod prioriteit op demo.
kratiese waardes geplaas word. ('n Gebied
waarop ons tot op hede nog nie te sterk gestaan
het nie!} Veral ten opsigte van die transforma-
sie vanaf outokrasie/totalitarisme na demo-
krasie, die liberaal-radikale debat, die ekono-
miese debat en die beswenng van vrese vir
verandering het ons die redelike gesprek nou
meer as ooit nodig



