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Why the mission to Dakari

searching fo r a non-racial demO(­
raey . Third ly, the assistance afford­
e d u~ by Madame Minerand clearly
indicates that the Wes t wants to
a~si ~t and that the only on~laugh t

whi ch ex i~h ;~ the onslaught again~t

apan heid , not agains t South
Africa .

But we have also muck a blow
for negolidlion poUtin. tn the
course of the last year , the govern­
me nt has mo unte d an intensive
campaign again~t the ANC,depiet­
ing :he m as a ter rori st group living
in l usdka with no constituency and
a co mmitme nt to violence at all
cos ts, We have trie d to brea k the
cycle and to point towards the
po sstblllt y of a negotiated settle­
ment wh ic h will end the violence
whi ch has become endemic.

Dr, .... Iex Boraine, eXf'Cu tive
director of IDAS.... wilh Mada me
D, M irlerand (wife o f the french
Pre5idem ) at the we lco ming
recept ion in Dak ar.

I...

But we were ab le to e nte r into
~eriou~ disc ussions on many of the
crucia l i ~~ue~ facing South Africa.
And we have d emoostra ted that
decusstcns ca n be co nwccuve. It
is po~sible to meet around a table
with the ,,".NC rather th an o n d
ban lefie ld where there are no
wlnners.

Secondly, we showed that Africa
is open to SOUl h Africans, Black
and White, who have abandoned
a pa rtheid and are ge nu ine ly

•

\

The answe r is tw%ld. Firstly, o ur
initiative arose out of d~p concern
for our country which is so hope­
lessly d ivided and the. victim o f
escalating vio lence. At present
the re exists a stale mate. The stale
canno t govern without a sla te of
emergency and all the slate
apparatus which is so visib le in the
total sod e ty. and in the townshi~

in pa rticular . O n th e o the r hand,
the Black majo rity cannot Ove r­
Ihro w the state by force.

The second reason why we went
to Dakar ari~ from our experience
in lalking ..... ith leaders of the Black
community and wi th o rganisations
in those o:ommunit ies. II is qu ite
clear lhat the ANC is the largest
single political party in Sou th
Africa. We are co mmitted to the
polities of ne go tiation and as the
national executive of the ANC are
forbidden from returni ng to Sou th
Africa, we arranged to meet with
them in Se ne ga l.

But Don't Yo u Give the ANC C,ed­
ibility in Meeting With ThemJ
We met with them because they
have credibility! They have been in
existence for 7S years: they have
mi~~ io n~ in thirty-three coun t rie~;

have met with le ad e rs, foreign sec­
reeanes. head~ of state in numerous
couemes, have given e vidence be­
fore the Hou~e of Co mmoes and
are gene rally well known in most
pa rts of the world. Furthe rmo re ,
they ca nnot be i ~olated to lu~aka

and l ondon. The ir real base is in
So uth Africa , and thei r ~upport i ~

gro wing. In other words, we met
with them not 10 give them credi ­
bility but because they have
c redlbillty.

What Hu e You AchievedJ
We stressed from the o utset that
we were in no position to
negotiate. We have neither the
power no r the manda te to do so.
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and will nol make it e~ §y fo r IDASA
to ~ r r~nge ~n y funher e ncounters
.... ilh the ANC, so th~l l he Slress on
the import.na o f negouauon
r. the, I h~n "iolence m~y sutter.

Third ly, the St~le President
issued • c1e~' ....~ r n ing Ih~t he is
considering CUlling off . 11O\Ie~~
fund ing of 10AY.. This ....ould
~ fft'C1 IDASA's work funcUment. l.
Iy ~nd we should nOl t~ ke this
t hre~t lightly.

In lhe fi~1 .~I~, it is very
diffinoh fOf IOASA Of .ny other
or&lni,,",lion 10 , esis{ S1~le Ktion.
If the iwe is determined to bIod
~ny i nih~ l ives other th~n their
o wn, il hois lhe power 10 do so.

I very moch hope Ih~1 wisdom
....i11 pr~~ i l eod IDASA will be
allowed to continue doing \/IIOf 1r.
....h ich wI' belie..-e is vil ~1 to the
resol Ul ion of I...... e ver .deepen ing
ccorhct in o ur socie lY.

In p~rt icul~" we Intend to e m·
b~ r lr. u pon a m~jor i n l l' rn~l fund ­
r~ is i n g camp~i8n in orde r to o ffset
possible prob le ms ~ risi n g from
overseas funding being p rl'''l' nled
by the state. This will not be easy
because 1101' State P,esident 's ove r­
whe lming attitude ....ill cle arly in­
fluence • lot o f people inside
Soulh Africa who are ~lre~dy ve ry
nervous abcce ris lr.ing the st. te "s
d i.....pprO\l~1. I hope, howe ve r, thoil
those ....bo are rommilled to ~ non­
rKi~I , demoa.tic futu re ....ill .... ith·
st.nd the government peessure
. nd willcontinue to supporl initi.·
ti'it'S like those undert~lr.en by
IOASA in its ~ lIl'lT1 p1 to help " "hite
SouIh A/ric.lns, in poo n icubr, to
M"t'1r. • dernocr.ltic ~her~l i\'t' to
the presenl system.

The boird meel ing, in..-olving
the truslees 0/ lOASA, g.ave fu ll
SU pporl lO lhe IOi\SA luff; ~nd il is
en(:ou,.ging 10 know th.t ....e h~"e

lheir fu ll boleking.
In • poI~,ised sociery, where

there is much iUsl'icion, anger ~nd

d istrust , it is "e ry di fficult to
acbieve ~nything o f significance.
Despill' ~ II Ihe forces working
~ 8 ainst ~ COmmilment 10 a peace­
ful, secure ~nd just Soulh Afric~ ,

IDASA rem~ i ns firm , We will co n­
linul' and we have no doubt lh~l

the re ....ill be m~ny in the total
South Af, ic. n co mmun ily, and
beyond o ur borders, ....100 ill }oin
with us in In;Ilr. ing a ne socie lY
possible.

,unning ipt'Cific projects, ....ilI now
be Dirt'C1or o f Policy ~nd Plolnn ing.

Or. Bor~ i nl' ....olS also authonsed
10 consider Ihe tOl~1 o'g~ni,,", lion .

~ I structure~ n involves other staff
members ~nd 10 ' estt uelure, if
nt'C'Pn~ry, in thl' interests of the
greatest possible efficiency, so Ihal
the ultim~te 1I0~1 of ~ non-racial
democracy can best be sl'r"ed.
Conslderanon of these and othe r
dt'\telopmen lS will be lhl' priml'
focus of 01 i lolff ' esidential week­
I'nd d ur ing NO>'l'mber.

i ndu~, fi~dy . the appoin,ment
0 1 .. select committee of Par liol­
ment in order 10 e-.llmine the
KtMl~ of IOi\SA~nd other extra­
P~rli~menury org~niwtiom.

Whikt ....e know fu ll ....ell thoil
such ~ 't'Iect commillt't' ....i11 be
henily Wt'1ghlt'd in f~vour of the
N~lion<lll ~nd Con!.t'rvui\'t' P~nit'S..
IDASA~ I'IOlhin g to hide and ""'t'

will simply h~'it' 10 hoi ndle ....hoi t·
~er floon from thoit commillt't'.
The 5ute Prt'Wdent~~ko ....~rned
th~t if fun her O~Ir.~r initu ti'it'S ....ith
the ANC are unden~ lr. en .. the state
....ill hoi"e to reconsider gr~ n ting

p.;I~~porU to It.o.oe ....be ~ to par-
ticip.;l ll'. Imp licil in his ~rning ....~s
the possibility of t~ lr.in g ~w~y p.;I§S­
pons o f 1100101' who ~Ire~dy hold
them. This is ~ "ery St'rious th reAt

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

,

AT the ' t'C'Pnt oo..rd ~Iing,

consider~tioo w~ gi"en 10
Ihe i l'uetu.1' ~nd org~ni,,", ­

tion of IOASA ~ it hiS developed
over the l~ il nine monlhs. It ....ol~
decided 110011 in o rder 10 folcilitoltl'
smoolh running and to de~ rty

idenl ify line management. Dr.
Ale. Bor~jne ....o uld be the sole
Executive Oiteelor 'I'sponsible for
the d~i ly running of IOA5A, in
1l"IllS of ~dmin iSlr~t ion, org~ni§~ ·

lion ~nd conUel with the public
~nd the presi , Or. V~n ZylSI~bben ..
.... ho is heolvily involved wilh thl'
pro motion of IOASA is well as

10 " 5" continues to deal with
the remarkable lrnpact and le­
percunion, of the ' Kent Oak..t

initiative. The d~eg"IM who
m ,vl'lIed from South .... ' ric.. under
IO.o.sA'~ "uspiC" have been in­
und...eo:! with r~~t' to ' h....!
thei r t'. prr~OCfl with .. very wide
'angl' o f in'~"l g'ou l'lo. In pa r­
tirulM. Dr. Sl..bbert ..nd I 1uV1!
t 'aV1!11fll ,.., and wide , meflinS
with s~lI.nd ~rlll' group' ro oct­
line the- rl'~m wh~ we Weill to
(hk.., .Ind ,he ~loible ~oefilS

which might flow from such a
mefling. In 11'M'l'.lr. ther~
WI' h" V1! ,eoc;~ ~ been ever­
wheolmingly bvour.ble. However,
there " anofhl'l sidl" to il.

The Slall' PJ~denl delivered ..
very lathing au K!< on IOAS" and
on the [Uk., mef' ling whefl he
spoke in P" r1 iol ml'nt recently.
Lt'av,ng n ide the rhe toric, he
mad", ",,"ve r.1 anno uncements
co ncemtng pcsslbte "Clion. These

,



NEWS FROM THE REGIONS

Northern Transvaal launches action in KwaNdebele

T HEI'Ikw'thern T...nw....1rpgion.
in.~ to rn.llny requoeltl,
h.lo, .~ently been Kti~ in

Ih~ "'N of ..k....Ndf'~!@... .
rpgion lOme .ulhori,~would lik~

10 see ..l pt"l"rn.llf"l@'nfly Hindepen_
deet", N~~, 10 l.Iy, ,h~ peop!@
nughl up in 'h~ " IUilion "'1'
deoper..t~IY luullling lo wrviw!in
.. Iw:tiIiIe world. tI ~ .. W1Uilion~ng

nul'W'd by killlr.omI..beh.nd secur­
il)' pence. by C..lpin, by SADf
unill. by ~_c.p1ial\.lrly d ' .lConi..n
e .......gency .pgu!<llionl, by de ten­
lionl ad lib. by lYl4'!di. control. by
R. dio k... Nd~bele , by l ublle co­
~.civ~ m~" lU '~l . e l..ling to
bUlin~u lic.ncel . nd Olher priv.
ilegel. by the usual l l..nder and

by employin g lhe bogey rn.ll n of
ANC involv~~n l in • " 101:. 1on­
ll..ught ".

In th~ ""Sion, ~KY in
.iC1ion if, no!:.n .,mch.Jir <:JP@r.tion­
W~ don 'l h.lo~ Ihe lu_ury of
.IC.ademic diKUliion ..bout ~ fi 1
loOluliQns" on .. ...... lion.ll ~I .
Neither an _ comforl..bIy 0pI: fot
a " Iong le. m ~.tr..-P• •li..~nury"

line oI.lCtion wilh the e_dUlion of
• wich ·d ", ,,Iem". TM nf"eds .,~

immedialt and lhey . '1' u.gen t.
Wh.lo le~e. "democr..lie" p.irliop.ll­
lion then! m.y be lot IM people ol
the . egia" is ~ing th reatened by
the ll.UClUrel curr~nlly set up and,
above . 11, by Ihe pollible fin. lil<l'
lion of lhe'>@ by I h~ gr.nling of so-

caned H i~~f"IC@'''.

IDNiA ~ conc:~"'fll to ..otk 10­
.....m .. delTlOCf..lic .11~....ljye to
thone .p.irtheid lUUC!u,1M. Ou.
Ktion iuimed"l thed~""lion
of infot .....lion .bout II,. oM in
the .pgion ..nd ~ning up negoti.l­
lionlO ot comull..tionlO ~.~ lhe
scsce of t~ people ..ill be be...d.
Ev~nlUi lly we hope 10 initiol le ..
I• •g~ fot um involving other non­
indf'peoo.nl ..homet..nm" in fhe
T. ..nl~....1 ..~.~ I~ ~uch lot ..
d~lTlOCf..tic .h~.n. live ..ill be
PUr1ued.

.r.um \'il joPn. Di.Klor.
Northf,m T••" lwul ' f'gian,

IDASA N...Uona1Conference
...nd other Ocnsional Papers Film-fees op Stellenbosch
• T~ lec1u'", p'.......,0'<! "' 1~ NI'~
Conf" ftK'IO "'e boO". publio.hed .. I _in
of 0tt.It.i0twl,_ , hey will be ....lobIe
.. from ............ 01 No•• mt>e< M 1I:1,SO pet
pipet tiNludi", _.el. Ind CIon be
o<do<O'<! h orn ...... ........... office .. 01
1Dou:" ..... 'I'JI7. "'"

woukI ~~. how ......,a.p;e.. ....:l-OC""
""" ......... or~ ........ in ,_ 01
'DAY<. no. :

1. o...-r"", orod eo-,w,w,. I UOF-2. o..nocr"", Iftd C hW,,,, . : I _ _
lo·"""" ,,"' ","'_.tor Dr.Chonft-.._
l- o..nocr"", Iftd~. tor "dwor_ .........

""""""'• . o..nocr"", .ond """ o-dl. tor"."..~W.
~ .........
S. o..nocr"", ................ by Moo. l eon,-
6 . o..nocr"",__. Uobour .ondf d ...

"'ion.tor~ I.l.o..k, -. l . M ......
Ind M. .~.

• DR. f. ""'Nnl !oI."" 8I 1fT'...n~lec1_
.. Tonner lonu...- "' 8<1"""" Col .
O ,1ot<! U_ ";' Y. ' 0 be p'......l«I i ...
o.:tobet/""","",1OC'r 1"',
I'l ft"'" "'PI"heid '0 1f 00000m : ,he Ide<>­
Io'icll P'''po. "'ion I", ,he ,0111 O ...llu, h' .
Ibl The Dyn.omin of If" l",m: Co-opti""
Domi".lion - ~""i", P..-, wi,hou'
10';", ""f.
(el Tho Dy""min 01 Rel",m : P."..... 01
1f.....'"M'<!!.t>d If nol, .

• Ott AlU IIQItAIN" , ou.....ndi....
• • _ _bod "" D,ol ",....."ed in ,he
CIo,."""", CM<: C in A"'..... 1"'.

STELLENBOSCH IDAS.... het
~.niIf 17·27 ....UgUltU~ 'n lilm­
fees l.I..m met Th~ Weekly

M ..il op SfeU~nboKh ....ngebied.
Die lilrm ".f meet..l deu. Suid­
Af,ikun~ filmrn.llkto 8~rn.ll.k ~,

h~ ve•• 1die lok lllO .....1u l op ver­
l keit _ Io-poliliekt .aopotkt~ w..n
d ie Suid· AI.ik....me W1me!ewing.
Die f ilmltft is bygewoon doe",. 1\.1­

g ~n o~g SOD pereone, m e
bywoningsyfers by ) nie-Suid­
Afriblme filll'llo "",",mlik Offici.lol
\'~loion , 8.lnle 01 Alxien en Bon­
h()O!ff~ w.15 betr~klil ~ .15 by
di~ SUid-Af. ik....nIo wrvaardigde
fi lrm. AlhOO!wef die bywoning-l~

in die .. I~IM~ II reblilPf w g W.l5.
lOU die gelwgdheid u n die film­
tees _ ~k~li k "i~ in di~ fin.1e
inlU nlie in hierdie terme gemeee
k.n word nil'. Die nie--gefibeerde
en dik..tk onkonv~m.ionel~ film­
I~gniek~ w.llIflb.uik ii, het defini­
lief die punl ondel'lt.eep dol l die
n~ga l iew~ ~,....., i n g wal swart­
me nle van apartheid hel, in 'n
onopg~lmukl~ en g~l.out wyse,
cotgedra hn word aan veral die
wit g~meen,kap.

Di~ St ~lIenbos~ t. k v.n IDASA
hO!! oak op di~ 281t~ .... ugullul 'n
hl~ ju ,", koveehkoal klu ~.nSl~I-

M~ne<'~ I..n L~berg om Egbie
Ntl Voln die St~/f.rnbosch IlMSA
hMOOf'.

lenbosch op 'n bfoo~t~llingsl()O!'

de ur d ie Skie.eil. nd ge-..m. Oe­
l p. ';'kfl if, goev()O!l' I1M!'t dosente by
UWk ~ kWHbkoof en mel
peeseee w~kWl.m by die Su.plUl
Peoples Proje<!. 0 aar1\.1 il die
groep deur kru~p.id en kh.yelitsh.
geneem om hul te vergewrs van
lek~r~ . spektt van die mense se
lewenlOrml.ndighed~ in die areas.
PQlili_ te.ugv()O!. is~.nver1keie

v..n die ll ud~nfe onlV..ng w.t die
l()O!r ml.'egtrn.ll.k hel.

I.." llebPnbn-J; en fJ- N"-

]



THE l n ~l i l ule's m~jor focu s is
on democracy roo il is not su r­
prising th ill we in the Borde r

region decided to make it the
theme o f our fi ,st project. 1\ is im­
mediately apparent thatt he taskls
10 high light the diffefenc~ be­
tween the v..rious uses of the word
" DemocrK)' ''. Whik, ..II ,u e
iupplM'dly working for defTlOO'~.

the Nat's gO.llI of " Broadening
Democracy" is lou.lly diffpll"fll 10
the gO.llk of l00s.e in the prog'~w:'
organis,nio,",

To dale we have had two live ly
dil.CUs~ons. The lim w..s led by
Tom Tlhalirnilni. iI me mber of thoe
~1 London commi"ee of II,. UDf.
\lal Vi l;o..-n of the B~ 5.ilhw," the
"P"'alter at the second. Some
peop~ who i1re invol~ in 1oc..1
gcw...m ment .....ve arteeded one Of

bol:h of I~ diKmsions but by
and luge the p;lI'1 ictP..mISare con­
ce rned cilizens of all rol(~ f. ,he-<
tn.. n potil~ns. About NIt tho!­
group hive attended both meet­
ings and it is f~;r\;I lingIO nole the
emergencE' o f W<TM' ut"er C~.lIr

lines in wh.at is proving 10 be an
inte re\ti nS de~le .

Some of tbese line'S of debate
~~e been predkuble. Memben
o f the Democroitic MO"'ement~

h oi~e been challeeged to wOfk
within theS~l"ffi whiktthe invofw.­
ment of those' with in lhe p.lr lioi­
menloiry syste m hoi~ oihoo been
qUE'l.l ioned. AI Ihi5 ~l.g~ the
debate i5 S{ itl vt'ry much in in
infoincy . It would. o f course. be
noi r.e 10 e.pea th~ group to ,eoiCh
a consensus, but more discussion i5
needed for p.ilrl icip.mt~ to unde r­
~und - lei alone oiCC~pt - Ihe
views o fOThe rs. For exoi mple. muc: h
fru~troilion and even some oinge'
has been evident.mong those' who
can n o t unders ta nd wh y. in
r...~ponse 10 q uesnons about the
specifics o f a futu re politicill dls­
oe nsauon. the y are told abou t the
Process th at mu~t be followed to
determine these details. The con­
cept of a paTlicip.llory democroicy
held by ~ome o f the group h a ~ yel
to be undemood by alt. The debate
so fa r hil ~ a l~o illustrilted how we in
Sou th Africoi te nd to d ismiss ot he' s
and immediately ~ ulpect the ir
moti~E'l. if Their view~ are rildicaUy
d ifferent fro m our own . Thi~ hilS
been appare nt in o ne o r IWO

Perspectives on
Democracy and
Video Project

in Border Region

persons t hreatening 10 withodr.w
from debate rathe r than e-.plore­
differef>CP'S of opinio n.

In nwn y W.iYS the discussion h.i~

mirrored the wider debate toi king
piKe- in South Afnu but with one
signilk.i nt ...-e~ption ; i~t~.Kf of
!.ilking .ibovt each o lher we are
talking 10 e.ich o ther. The "alue o f
the proje<.1li~ in lherom~ition
o f the group. few of tne p.lI rlici­
poi nn would OIherw~ have the
o pportunity o f discv~sing democ­
r.iCy with .i tru ly repre'loeflutivt'
group of South Afric.ll ns. The gOollk
of the ful ure~tings in thi5 \.f't" ies
.ire- to f.icilit.iT~ understanding.ind
good cornmunk.ilion .imong tbe
p.lIrlicip.mt~.ind to involve people
in the proce-ss.

A sec cnd pro je-ct wh ich
ittuW.ite-s the work of the Borde-,
re-gion i5 our Video Projf>a. We­
h.ive SOYght to use "ideopr~u­
tio~ to stimu l.ite thinking a nd
d iscussion oioo in thi5woi y to pursue
our gOoll I of CT~.i t ing oi climate- for
democr.iCy in the re-gion. A video
o n th~ Silndton debate between
Dr. Wo rralloind Dr. Slilbbert on the
re-levoincE' o f p.llrliilment• .i dOC\J ­
menl.iry o n IDASA• .ind .inOlhe r
o n the- UDf add re-ss on "Demcc­
roiCY .ind govemmern" to the
IDASA Natiofl.illl Conference, are
eumples of the maleri.il we have
~hown . Th... lu nch_tim... meetings
do no t p rov id ... th §.ilfllE' oppo'-
tu ni ties in thi~ r gard a~ th ...

The ID~S~ Bon/", regional l taff:
>I..nding _ the lare Mr. [dc Mntonga.
Olnd Mr. Ste"e Four;e; , eated - M ,.
NondWf' Mik ; . 11(1 M I'. Pr;scilla
Nl lebi,

evening meeting~ but they hoi ~e­

led to usefu l, infor mal discusslcrn•.
The most successful presentation

wa~ the de bate o n the re l"'~oi nC... of
p.Jrliament. This 17h)() presen ta·
tion d r...w the I<Irgest attendanc... of
.ilt and the debate which folto~

Illustrates the u~efuln~~ of the
projecl. Once oigain, the compo\i ­
tion o f the group hold .i 101 to do
with the q U.ility o f th... discussion.
The preseot.ition brought toge ther
people who hOl d participated in
the last e lectio n .ind those who
could not . Also present were .i
signifkant number of people who
feel thoit the triumer.i l p.ilrlioimen­
t.iry syste m i hould be bcycoued,
We there fore h.Kf .i more represeo­
t.t i~e .illendanc:~ than thoit .it the
K"tu.il deboile wh kh,nDr. Wo rr.ill
remarked, woi~ made up I<Irg~y of
PFP suppor! lm. Mud'! of the
discussion .ilter the video present...
tion oi mounted to oin .iltempt by
those Whites who wer... present to
uplore avenues lOt choing~. The
video deboite which ....... h.Kf
woitched W.iS hardly .itl~ to. It
serv e d inue.id to get the
discv~siort going. One fe ttth.it the
p.llnkip.lnn were not til lking
theore tic.itty oibout the rol~ of
p.llrliilment but were groippling
with the qu~tion of thei' own
involve ment.

The I"\tening foiCilitated • ~alu.Jble

discuision between those' who oire
comreirted to chlnging th... ~ystem
from within .ind those' who are
committed to c hanging it by eltr.i­
p.ilrlioiment.iry meoins. The voi lue o f
such dilo(:u~sion~ unf'lOt be ovet
esliffiil led in our " oigmenled, po­
larised society .

The second m~l populOl r video
prese-nulion WOl~ IhOl t o f the UDF
.Kfdress on democ'KY .iOO govern.
me nt to the IDASA co nference .
The video proved 10 be .i usefu l
w.y of shartng th... materia l pre­
se nted to the conference with
t hose who were no t ab le to attend.
It also illustrated the interen. pa r.
ticu larly oi mong Whire~ , in the
sta nce o f the UDF. It is our ho pe
th at by ~howing video~ such a~

these w... iI'e feeding neces~. ry
information into the de bOl te oi bout
a non-racial democracy in t hi~

regio n.
Steve FOIl lie-,

RPJlonal DirK to r.

•



DAKAR: ANC AND AFRIKANERS IN DIALOGUE

Andre Brink: In View of Dakar

Barbi/ra Masekeli/, Secrerary for Arh and CU/lUre, ;n COnWrSi/,;On wilh
Pro f. Andrj\ Brink whose respoose 10 Ihe Di/ ki/' conference appeilrs on
,his pa ge.

I DO not wlsh to o verrate the
significance of Dakar as a
potential histori cal starting

point. At the same lime it would be
unwise to underestimate its value
in the way most of the subse rvient
Afrikaans newspilpt'.S, and some
sections of the fnglish press as
well , have done. (This, in Itself, was
a curio us journalistic phenom­
enon: devoting hundreds. if not
thousands, o f column inches 10
expla in to readers why Dakar had
been a non-event'] Ce rtainly ,
members of the Inter nal group
were nOI "de legates" represennng
any k ind of "co nst ituency". The
Afrikaans press, especially, made
much of this, revealing in the pro­
cess the sad conditioning of the
Nationalist mind whic h can o nly
think in patr ia rchal and paternal­
isuc terms: only "leade rs" can
ma ke h i~lOry ; "ord ina ry people"
do not co unl fo r anything, are not
pe rmuted to influence events or
even voice opinions. whereas,
mu ch of the ~i g n i f i ca nce of Dakar
resided in the ve ryfactthat a group
of i nd ividual~ from wide ly d ive rg­
ent background~ and ho lding

widely d ive rgent views were able
to discuss o penly and without the
con ~train l~ of pre<onception o r
ideology, aspects of the future o f
So uth Africa which profoundly
co nce rn us all.

Specificaspects of the di~C1mion~

as such have already been widely
aired at mee lings and in the press.
What co ncerns me here is the
broader co ntext of the talks, in­
volving bo th discoveries and re­
d iscoveries, often in the form of a
confirmation of i m p re s ~ i o n ~

a lready shaped during many
previous co ntacts I have been
fortunate 10 have with membersof
the ANC in different pam of the
world.

1. Basic 10 the exchange of Ideas
was the acknowledgement of us all
as South Africans. If the re wa~,

indeed, an "ANC delegation" and
an " IDASA, group" , if indeed so me
members o f the " inte rnal group"
had 10 make the sad confession
that they " knew nothing a bout the
ANC " , there neve r was a
senum em of " us" and "them".
Especially during the vuntc o the r
West African countries the touring

•

I

group headed joint ly by Tha bo
Mbekl and Van Zyl Slabbert
experienced a profou nd se n~e of
" us Soulh Africans". It was an im­
portant factor fro m the first day of
discussions when each individual
was req uired to present him~elf or
herse lf 10 the audience. To seve ral
of the whi te South Africans il came
as a jolt 0/ d iscove ry when o ne
ANC de legate afte r an o the r
announced: I was born in Oer­
miston . . . in Bloem/ontein ... in
Cape Town .. . in Schweize r
Reneke .. . Biography and geo­
graphy became fused in an ex­
perience common to us all; and it
ce rtain ly helped to clear these
hurd les inevi lably set up by the
long and destructive experience of
apartheid which has marked us a ll.

2. Ma ny Afrikaners in the group
revealed the ravages 0/ apartheid
in dbtressmg ways. One rea li zed
anew that the aparthe id mentality
is demo nstrated no t only in the
luna tic excesses of the AWB or the
rantings and raving~ of Bothas, b UI
in mo re subtle distortions o f the
mind:

In the inabili ty to liberate one 's
thought precesses fr o m the
conditioning caused by worries
about "what the people back
ho me will think" ;

In an inability , even among
in tellectua ls conce rn ed wi lh
history , to move away from
simplistic concepts of " White
Nationalism" vs " Black National­
ism " (whe reas no t o nly the lucid
pronounceme n ts by variou s
members 0/ the ANC bUI the long
hi story of that organisalion
demonst rate its commitment to
non-raci al principles. Two quote~

in this respect: " II is the extent and
invo lvement o f our white com­
pat riots in the struggle that o ffe rs
the greatesl guaran tee for the
tutu re": and : " Neve r in the history
of South Africa have blacks
do minated anyone else. We do not
wanl to dominate whi tes. We shall
fight wi th everyth ing in o ur power
to guaratHee that nO' o ne ever
dominates o thers allain");

Contin .....! overle.,l
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considerations of morality ."

5, Whf'n members of the ANC
spoke about mor.li ty, f'Vf'n within
• silua tion in which violence Il.d
bffome f'ndf'mic (" Failure 10
resort to armed strugglf' m.y bring
.bout greater evil than the resort

•
M r. Th..bo M 5ek l ..nd Dr. v..n Zyl SI..bberl. Ihe re,pective leaders of the twe
d'deg..t;on,.

PICTORIAL IMPRESS

1/ \j._,..... .r,-Dr. Bey,." N..uue, former general 'f'(ff'tar~ of the 5.... Cou ncilofChurche,. in con-
ve" ..rion with Pre, ident Thorn.., S..nbra of Burkina ram.

visito rs; " We don't want indisc,i m_
inate violence , We da n', w.nt .ny
violence whicll does not Ilave a
d e.r1y defined political objecti ...e .
We nf'oo wllite support. So it
would h....e no stra tegic sense to
institute a campaign ag.inst wllite
civilians - and this aparl I,om any

In tile persistence amo ng wllites
to tllink tllat an event u.1 "solu­
tion" c.n only come from wlli tes,
• nd a concomitant in.bility to
.pproach the situ.tion from the
point of view .nd the e xperie nce
of the vast m.jority of Sou th
Africans;

In what appeared li ke.n org.nic
deficiency of empathy, above allof
comp.ssion. Durin g a visit to the
sl.ve isl.nd of Goree, where some
30 million sl.ves h.d been " pro­
cessed" during the centuries 01
sl.very, some whites merely found
it " interesting" - un.ble to relate
it to tile pre,*,nce, in our mids t, of
Th. bo Mbeki whose own father
has spent . Imost a quarter of •
centuey incarcerated on an isl.nd
just like this , within sight of C.pe
Town. But wilen news Ca me of the
victimization 01 the sm.1I child of
one of Our white members, every­
body was deepl~ concerned: thiJ
they could e mpath ise with.

l. The thorough knowledge of
Ilistory (bOlh world history .nd
Soulh Afric.n h ist o r~) among
member, of the ANC stood in
.I.rming co ntr." 10 lhe lack of
true historical insight among mOSt
01 the " in tern. r · group members.
On one a«:asion Mac M. h. r. j
told the meeting of • visit a past
mini"e' of just ice had paid to
Robben Isl. nd to berate "terrorists"
about thei, co m mit me nt to
violeJ>Ce; in response. Nelson
M.ndel. outl ined 10 the minister
the ANe's long h i sto r~ of peaceful
st,uggle . nd lhe m.nner in which
every conceiv.ble aven ue of non­
violent response to the institution­
. Ii....d violence of .parlheid h.d
been explored before tile decisionw., taken to form Umkhonto we
Sizwe. Tile minister, . gh.st , re­
sponded: "I never knew about
tllis." Sadly, ....ve'al 01 the whites at
lhe mee ting also h.dn't know n.
Tllis, it ....ems to me, i, .n .re.
whe re the seeds of Dak.r c.n most
usefully be sown, in order to
spre.d and e nhance . wareneSS
.nd increase knowledge.

4, Wh. t D. k.r confirmed aoove
. 11 else was the mOSlsimple, ~et tile
most indispensable, of d isco ...e rie"
tllat even in a time of escal. ting
violeJ>Ce, talk is l1ill possible. In­
deed. the passionate commitment
of the AN C to re.ch lhe negoti.­
ting table - to which the PW ,
80t h. mentality appea.. to be tile
onl~ true stumbling block - must
ha ...e left an indelib le imp ression
On the minds of the "internal"

,



P, esid" nr ....bdou Diaul 01 S"neg.1 (/ell), D'_ van ZyISlabbe'/, B,,,,yr,,,,, B,e yren­
bach and /h", P,,,,, idO'n/ ', {'n/Ourag" move toward, lhO' offici. I Oflt'niog ceremony
of /h" conl"r.. .,..e in Dakar_

ONS FROM DAKAR

,

happened in the pa,t - lea~e, her
or her hu,band dead , doe, 001
rbecrhe abou l violence, but Ii~e,
;t e~ery d~y 01her life.

When wh ite mf'mbers of the
tDASA grot.op evoked morality in
order to denounce wioleoce , it
often had the hollow ,;ng of e.­
p<Pdienee. II il so ea'y to preach
mOlality 10 mhers: il ilso easy 10
be cornciolA of lhe dictat"" of
morality when lhe h~OIical

actiom of~'s own people ha~
created a si.... tion in which .
suddenly. ~ il faud with a
",olenl'~.

A wffi afte< our retu'n frorn
Daka, came lhe IJhauly bomb e'­
plol.ion in johannesbu'll. II was
repceted on the loIme day as the
n~ lhal lhe minisler of i~ioce

had implied lJuilt by offering 10 p.iy
R1,J million in rompt'nsalion to
lhe ' ..lali....... of 1M twenty pt'<.>ple
- men. womeo, m ildren and
babies - mol , moslly io Ihe b.Kk,
at hnga in 1985. So whfore shot.old
one look fo, 1M true locus of
violence and the true root, of
mo•• lity in Sout h Af, ica!

t>. Wheo all ", a, said and do"e,
OOe wa, lell wi lh a ,e " .... of
lragedy: but as io all tragedy, il also
earned a germ of hope. The lwo
main adwersarie, in the presen t
South African confrontatio n are
Ihe Af rikaner and the black
Af rican (a deadlock which may
e~..ntually be b<ok..n by the non­
racial approac:h of tM "NC).
History ha, turflO"d lhem into
.. ne<llOes. And yel I""" a'e. pro­
ba bly, tn.. two groups of people in
Sol" h Africa who hawe rnosl in
common! They .....r.. a coflectivO"
cornclou"""" of a ~ic and
peasanl e.illene... Both ha~ beeo
conditioned by t, ibal e .perience.
Both ha~ chow>n Africa as the
object of Ihei r d...-peu loyalties
and undforszanding. Both ha.........
perienc:l"d o pp!..won, and lhe
agonies and ...hilaralion of a
struggle 1m liberalion. In Iht"
d...-pest pcMible _Iht'y bfo/ong
IOB,",he, .

Dakar ha, demonstratl"d, in a
small and t..ntati~e yet richly sig_
nificanl w. y, that thi, n n be
ach i.......ed . since we hawe the cause.
and mean" and ' I. ",nglh, and will
to do ii, The , ingle p'econdition i,
the destrccuon of apartheid and
e_ery _e'lige of rad , m lhat goes
wilh il: an d the removal of the
80th. regi me f,om lhe seal of
powe r it o«upie1 illeg.lIy aod in
Ihe face 01 hillory.

women who ha~e all been
{'>posed to wioleoce aod knew
e >~ctly what lhey were talkiog
about. A mo ther who ha, 10 pre­
p.ore he r thr.... ~ea r old son fo' "" If_
reliaoc{' io n .... a Soulh African
raid on l Ul.lka - which may
happt'n any day, as it ha,

•

to armed \!fuggle") , o ne was
mo~ed by th e perceptioo that this
wa, oot a m~ller of ,Iat;og theo ry,
0 ' ideology, 01 of outlioiog io ao
abWact 0' political maooe, lhe
Wal{'gi"" and programmE'S of
change_Thi. was liwed t'Kf)('ri{'I>C{' ,

embodied in indi~idual men and

' 0.
o" .

' ~\I~' I.'"

I
I
~
•



M.. Lindiwe M abule (IINC chief represem..r;~e in the Nordic count,ies)
with Ms_8", tu r.. M".ekel.. (IINC Seoc,elary for IIfh "mc/ Cultu'e' with
Trudie d f- Ridlk, ..nd e 'f-tM fo . of rhe South 1I(,;",n dl'Il'S.l fion.
h Cl'rpfs f,om MI. fo. 's respon~e to O..h , .lPfW'" on rhis~Sl'.

WHAT d id D~k. r me.." to
mel The richest and ITK)SI
educattve experience of

my lile .lf o ne could live m.ny lives
in o ne week, ' cert..;n ly d id. These
li re Mmlf' o f m y impreuions of the
",",,;ns .nd of prN,Ile convenr
lio ns wilh rN'mOO!i of the culturoll
delqilt ion of the ANC.

M ..ybe wmoe of my col1e<lgue\
won', like being a iled "cullU rOiI
wor Jr.~s". M ..yb@ (Mydo no! f~

the M>ed 10 bKome poirt of
.11....""" ....e .rt ~l ic ltruetures. MOly­
be they do no! feel re«ly to
commit I~elo pol itiall,..

M.aybe HKne of lhem do.
As for me. I arne~..y ""ith the

firm ronvietion Ih.., we in SOlnh
Atria will h"ve to come 10 lerlm
with the re..lilin of the w hu, .l
OOyoolI .net unden l.l,nd the
"m o ns behind il. Ibabo Mbe!<i,
B".b.,. M~eJr. r la . nd M"n.,l.
M"nzini put thei r case elcquentjy.

The ANC ~ wlI ,y of people
jumping o nto the a nti-aparthe id
bandwagon to furthe r their indi ­
vid ual ca reers. (What Barbara
call ed the " lp i To mbi synd rome").
Th e y r ece i ~e a p peals /r o m
hundreds o f people who wan l
special consid e ratio n lo r (heir
work. The ANC feek that it can nm
~erify the inte gr ity of these indi~i­

d uak and that it would be counte r­
p,oduC'l i~e to appoint some kind
o f selection commiuee in South
Afrin .
How~er, the ANC after~

agon ised debere , decided to re­
oonsideo" ils \.l ance o n the cultu ral
boyCOlt. They Sl reued tNt thisw~

an ongoing debile. It WiS feft that
genuine altem.ltive democrat ic:
st ructures were bei ng IOfmed in­
s id e Sou th Afr in " t h ro ug h
struggle .lnd lo.IO'ifi<e" .and that

Dakar - Talking
Aboul Culture

" Wh.iff did D.lhr mean to
mel The richest and m ost
educalive ellperience of m y
/.( ..ue.

these st rUdures ~hould flOI be
~Iised. but encour.aged. The
ANC de.lrly .approved of lhe
recenlly fOfmed .llternolt ;"'e \.Iru<:­
tures by muskians .lnd _ ilers and
u.ged .adOfS .lnd film makentodo
tbe S.lme. (Simil.l' W U(tu ,es N~e

been fOf med by .l llern.lli~e film
m.lken .and ado rs.)

It see med to me That Ihe ANC
prefe rred to deal with de.lrly
identifi.ab le org" niS.lt ions whose
pohtsca l inte grity had been estab­
lishe d . They emp h.lsised the need
fo r broade r based decision milking
and p"r1icip"tion to provide a
democtauc ahernat i ~e 10 the
present elitist structures in the arts.
The altem atlve o rga n isa t io ns
sho uld commit t hemsel ~es to
tr. ining pro grammes to promote
further d emoe::,a tiz.ation,

I un im.llgine the uneniness o f
so me of my colle..gues who might
leel th..t thei' wo rk would only be
..crept..b le if il h..ad amo ng
potincal meswoge, I can o nly
..nswer th"l thO!. wn not the
impression I gMned from the ANe.
B,,' blor" Misekel.l wn emphatic
Ih..t lhey did no! see an in ll"fTnS of
pol itic..1p;lmph ll"!eer ing.

M I see ii, t hO!. does not me..n
th.at all ou, work Ns lo be polit icis­
ed, but r.thl"f IN t , rtim ca n m.lIke
.. u lu..ble contribulion to lhe

struggle in thl'ir personal c..p..city.
Ho w does the D.akar experience

.ffeel me and my worH I ha~
been prope lled in .. new d irect ion
..nd m.lIybe I nn find . wid e r . OOi­
l' nce which will .ppreciate me for
wh.ll I "m and ,espect my beliefs,
even if the y do nOI nl'«'SS.lrily
agrel' wilh Ihem. V"n Zyl Sbbbert
spoke of our need .as Soulh
Af'ic.l ns to bre..k out o f lhe
coe::OOfl 01 isoLil;on INI Iws been
impmed on IK. I believe !h is
"pplies especWlly 10 " f1ins who
tend 10 isoLi le Ihl'fnSelo.,es in the
belief th.lt th is is nec~ry fOf
c re"Iivity. Noo "ni\.l in South IIfne.
an ..ffOfd the lu. ury 01 " careee
th.lt ignores lhe po~ tic:..1 re.ill iTies
o f aur rounlry: the Slilte 01
Emerge ncy; Ihe tbousaods in de­
tention; Ihe mu rder of adivislS by
dl'. th sq u.lld s; Ihe incre..singly
sinister press curbs .nd .11 other
impediments to l reedo m o f e.­
p ressio n. AC'lo rs, who are visib le
peo ple in o ur soe::ie ty must spe..k
OUI againsl ther.e abuses, as they
could be • powerfu l influe nce for
cha nge.

Barb..ra Masekela emphil§;sed
the impofl. n«' o f wo me n in "
fut url' Sou th IIfrica and the need
to c h..nge the he arts and minds of
South African women, The y m~1

be e ncour..ged to bre ak out of
Iheir domeslic bondage ..nd pliiy
an ..d ive ~rt in the deslinyoI lheir
c o untry. Whi te Sou th Afne.n
women should consider u re fu lly
the implic:" lions oI lhei r h usb.iinds
..nd sons d oing duly in the town­
ships,

We h.id come a long w..y to find
something so dose 10 home. It
seemed tN t I h.Id TO journey to
Africa, to feel first-hii nd the impKl
o f Ihe bilnner ca , ried by the young
children in Qu.ilgildougou: " Apart ·
he;d is " uime . g.J inst hU m.ilnity."
Thl' obKenilY01 a~f1hl'id .nd Ihe
s1..ve Ir"de we,e ineu ria bfy
linked in my mind afte r a visit to
Goree isbnd. Thl' words of Ou
Bois's poem c" rried " special sig­
nificance. I wu moved to tl'. rs
when. young Ch. n. i.n re..d Ihe
fin.1 words o f this poem by the
bl. ck Ame ri can write r who spent
h is lut years in Ch.n,, :

" I fe lt the blazi ng glory of the
sun ;

I hea rd the so ng o f child re n
c' ying " h eel"

I !H1W Ihe f"ce of freedom , , ,
...nd I d ied - "

•



Dr. , . van Zyl S/;rb bert ;rnd M r. Th~bo Mbek i (....NC Secre l;rry fo r Presidenlia llHf;ri rs ~nd

Director of /n form;rlion} se;r re d centre, with (leff to righf) Prof. jaap Dur;rnd, Dr. ....ndre
Odend;r;r/, Dr. ....mpie Coetzee;rnd Prof. /;rkes Cerwe/, ~II of the Universily of the Wesrern
C;rpe, sathered in Dak;rr.

WHAT Dakar me~nl to me
perKln~ lIy ~nd whether
the whole experience

lived u p to my expectanons, are
q uest io ns that can only be answe r­
ed by looking at the re~ K1ns why I
agreed in the f i~t place to go on
th is Irip.

II is lOrTletimes difficu lt to ~rw lyse

o ne's own motives fo r coming to
an importa nt decisio n, but in the
cne of the Dak~ r meeting with the
ANC Ihe re is ~b!.olute clil rity in my
own mind as to wh y I accepted
IDASA's invit~tion. I did it fOf three
reasons:
1. As ~ ' symbolic act of protest

~g~inu the So u th Afri u n
gO\tern~nl's unwillingneii to
sit down al thenegoti.l tion uble
with a pofi tic.llmoW'men t th~t is
su pported by the rrwjority of the
pofi tia tly ~w~re blKI<s in Sou th
M riu. I KCe pted it could noI
be more tN n a symbofic Kl , be­
cause the group tNt wenl to
D~kar ~e no pretence of
being powerbroken Of Nving ~

rrwndate of ~ny son.
2. At ~ previous meeting wilh the

ANC in l uwk. I had the oppor­
tu nity 10 spe~k to members of
lhe ANC's N~t ion.ll h ecut ive
o n rrw lle~ pert~inj n g to lhe
sillHlltion in the field of t'duu­
tion. I wanted to renew those
COrlUets and to move more
specifically into the fie ld of

'Within my
lifetime
there has
never been
a symbolic
act that f
can recalf
that has
made such
an impact
and has
driven
home the
message it
wished to
convey as
Dakar. •

Dakar: Symbolic Act
and Pro. est

politics . because the y and those
of us who were ~ t Lusaka knew
t h~ t the serious si tu.a tion o f
e dIKatio n has ih boIsic roots in
South Mrican pol itics.

3. Third ly, a nd just as importantly.
I wanted to see ~ part of Afric;l
Ihal I would haW' never been
~ble to see unleil. drn tic
chol nges a~ ~bout in South
Africa .
My re~§.OrlS ~ 1'iO reflect the ex­

pe«atiorK that I had and, loday, I
can su te in ~ II honesty lhat D~kar,

n Iar n I ~m concerne-d, wcceed­
ed beyond e xpectaliom.
1. Within my life time there has

never been a symbolic Kl tholt I
ca n realiithat has rnadeweh ~n

impact ~nd has driven home the
rnoeswge it wished 10 conW'y n
D~k~r. Despite the e ffons of the
Naliona liS( preiS (a nd some
OIhers too) 10 ridicu le aod be­
little Dak~ r the debate on the
necessity of t~l ks and negoti.l­
tions with the ANC beume the
mosI talked about thing in
Sout h Alria. W_ks of hysterical
reaction put paid to the idea
thol t Dakar wasan empy gesture.

As ~ symbolic act o f protest it
succeeded beyond eKpecl.llions.

2. The in-de pth l~rks with the ANC
delegates at the confere nce and
in prtvare co nve rw tio ns created
a more profound unde rstanding
o f the issues ~1 stake in South
Mric~ . It c le~ r1 y showed how ~ II

the sp he res of life , poli tics.
economics, educ~tion . culture,
e lc. ha ng together in sIKh a way
Ih~t Ihe re is no easy way OUI 0/
our d ilemrrw. Not 10 lalk and
not to negotiate o n these
mailers with the ANC as fe llow
South Afria m is in a sense an
e asy way out , but su rely also a
recipe fOf u llirrwle diwster.

3. I w~nted 10 see West Africa and
Wholl an e Kpel'ien« lha t wast
Africa opened ilS .Ir"" in .ln un­
believable way to us, Soulh
Afrom who were willing no!
only to tOI~ lIy reject .Ipartheid
(that is no longer '10 d ifficull
lhese d.1ys, in theory .It le.luJ ,
bUI ~Iso 10 Opl fOf a non·raocwl
democn C)' in .I unit.lry Soulh
Afric.l. Alric.l needs us .Ind
wants to _kome us back in lhe
fold where _ rightly belong_
We need Alric• . Whal are _
missing by being so stu pidly
obstreperous! Pe rhaps this is
still D.lhr 's grea test 1"'iOn.

'rol l.).f . Our.lnd,
Vic....Recto •• u w e.

•



NEWS FROM THE REGIONS
IDASA in the Eastern Cape :
Educalion Forum

THE ' orum was he ld at the
IDASA conference room on
12 September, whe re rep­

resentatives fro m three teachers'
associations were present (NEUSA,
SATA and TASA). The purpose of
the exercise was to:
(a) open lines of co mmunication

between all teache r associa­
tion un ions regardi ng the
removal of artificial barrie rs;

(b) be an enrichment exercise, l.e.,
enrich each ot he r about the
present crisis in education;

(c ) embark on a programme of
alleviating d ifferences be­
tween the so-called collabo­
rationists and progressives by
reaching some form of comm­
on ground;

(d ) be a launching pad for unity in
adion.

The only problem experienced
by this forum was the reluctance
on the part of two associations to
attend. We are all convinced that
this hu rd le is going to be
overcome amicably. The for um is
also intending to fo rm a non-racial
pressure group to address ear­
marked short-term objectives. This
model could also form the basis for
a national alliance of teacher
association unions.

Th e mee ting una nimously
agreed that, on 28 October 1987, a
social occasion to be add ressed by
a renowned ed ucationalist, be
organised by IDASA.

Domestic Worker!l/
Housewives Forum

THIS regional seminar, held
on SSeptember 1967, involved
the South African Domestic

Workers' Union and a number of
White housewives from Port El iza­
beth. Despite a relatively small
attendance from the White com­
munity, the meeting was an out­
stand ing success.

The meeting was addressed by
the General-Secretary of SADWU
(from Cape Town) who spo ke on
the po licy and objectives of the
o rganisation. The Vice-President
of SADWU spo ke about the
problems encountered by em­
ployees who are of course first and

"

for emost affiliates of SADWU. She
en umerated a number of problems
encountered by some of them in
the wor kplace , pa mcularly regard­
ing injur ies sustained at work.

This poi nl was illustrated and
supported by a nu mber of docu­
me nts. Because there is no legisla­
tion dealing with domestic and
farm workers, these injuries are
no t covered by the Workmen's
Compensation Act. Everybody in
the meeting was astounded by this
hidden reality and as a result, the
housewives present undertook to
orga nise an even bigge r meeting
in the future .

The meet ing then broke up into
wor kshops where recommenda­
tions were made to improve com­
mu nication and the quality of the
working re lationsh ips in the home.

The dat e for the next meeting, to
be held in Port Elizabeth, was set
for S October 1967. It will be
add ressed once again by SADWU.

Mnwell MI.m.ilse.

Public Meeting

"WHAT now l", "What
N ext l" w as th e
theme of this meet­

ing and mo re than 2000 Port {lila-
bethar s showed Iheir concern for
the futu re by cominl to listen to
the speakers. Certain y, Po rt Elila­
beth's White suburbs have never
witnessed any meeting qui te like
this and it made poli tical meet ings
leading up to the general e lection
in May 1967, with their "Whites
O nly" audiences, pale by co mpa­
rison .

The venue that had hosted the
State President but a few months
earlier was this time jammed to
capacity by a thro nging but tota lly
peacefu l non-racia l audien ce
sending OUI, from an incident-free
meeting , a loud and clea r message
that harmony amongst all races is
alive and well in Pori Elizabeth.

Racial tension was non-existen t
and the AWB, who had threa tened
to disrupt the meeting, were con­
spicuous by their absence. Perhaps
they shamefacedly beat a hasty
re treat when confronted by the
goodwill exuded by the non-racial
gathering. Who knowsl

The meeting itself was held
under the auspices of the BlackSash

and IDAMASA (the local non­
racia l Ministers Fra tern al) with
IDASA playing a behind-the­
scenes facilitating role. Speakers
were Mary Bunon of the Black Sash,
t he Re v. M ike Mjeku la o f
IDAMASA and Dr. Frede rick Van
Zyl Slabbe rt. The Rev. Patrick
Pasha of IDAMASA made available
his band which promoted the
happy atmosphere with its fi ne
brand of music.

After the meeting had ended
with a soulful re ndition of " NkO'ii
Sikele l' i Afrika", 2000 people
went home with warmed and glad­
dened hearts, convinced, we are
sure, that the re is hope for all to­
mo rrow.

Luncheon Meeting
(6 August 1987).

THIS luncheon, hosted by
IDASA, prov ided an opportu­
nity for over 40 of Port

Elizabet h's well-placed men and
women to hear a fi rst-hand account
of the Dakar trip by Dr. Van Zyl
Siabberi. In his incisive manner,
Dr. Siabbert analysed the purpose
of the trip as well as its ramifica­
lions and one could sense that
people in the aud ience were
rapidly coming to grips with the
realisation that so much of what
they had heard and read about the
so-ca lled " Safari" was simply so
much nonsense.

Facilitaling of communication,
IDASA's watchwords, was the major
reason for the expedition, and if
people had raised their expecta­
lions to more than this, they were
bound to be d isappoi nted. Some
had thought that the IDASAdelega­
tion might return from Dakar with
all kinds of concessions and solu­
tions. The fact that they didn't can
ne ve r be construed as an
ind ictment of the Irip itse lf, but
mo re as an indication of how
importa nt communication is going
to be in resolving South Africa's
future peacefully.

Those who attended Ihe lun­
cheon came 10 the understand ing
that peacemakers, not warmongers,
were required from the White
community to safegu ard thei r
child ren's fut ures. Initiatives such
as Dakar cou ld only he lp to move
the country towards a peaceful
resclu tlc n of our problems.

Kellh W..lt rus.



co mmo n corn;e rn for children and
their future in Sout h Afri<:a. Finally,
the group also examined the role
of the chu rch and its relatio n to the
crisis in the <:o untry.

The unique value of the group
lies in its participan ts and sharing
process a process whkh
becomes hea ted at times but
alway, end, positively. and with a
lirm co mmitment to continue.

IDASA OFf THEGROUND IN
THE SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL
Dakar Re port-back on
17 August 1987 at Die Randse
Afrikaa nse Unlversiteit,

THE meeting started all with a
finger supper and wine. II
was attended by 66 persons :

fo rty· o ne academics and twe nty'
five students as well as th e IDASA
office staff. hery person who was
invited and who could no t attend
had a valid reaso n, and all o f them
indicated their willingness to
attend a Iuncttcn of a similar
nature in the future . Inlerest
amongst the students as well as the
a<:ademi<:s was unbelievab le. The
idea of a closed meeting was ideal
in th is situation because of bette r
ccmrot and <:o mmunicatio n. The
linger suppe r and wine aJlowed for
co ntact on a o ne 10 o ne basis . This
project has se rved IDASA well be­
cause we have been inviled to
attend and participate in future
lundions on their<:ampus. A<:<:Ofd­
ing to Dean van Gre une n, who
assisted us, the meeting was a
success and furthe r such meetings
on the RAU campus wo uld follow.

Ms_ Gam;<'(/"
! a(far, , eU Nary
of Ihe 5, Trans_
vaal IDASA
cdiice.

M r. Geo rge
PeffN , regional
director of the
Sourhern Tran>­
vaal region.

Brakpan
Discussion Group

THIS was the f irst proje<:t
~la rted in the Southern Trans­
vaal region and is still growing

l ive months late r. It was started
with the co-o pe rancn o f live
influential Afrikan er5 and has de­
veloped into a working group with
an average of ten to eighteen
persons parncipanng. The group
meets approximaTely three times a
mont h.

The o bjective of the group is to
find common ground in the search
fo r a future democratic South
Africa. Specifi c attent ion has been
given to issues such as democracy
in business and in the economy as
a whole, the ro le of labour and the
trade unio n movement , as well as
the education of Black worke rs.
There has also been meaningful
sharing with each o ther as people.
and es pecia lly a round the

MEDIA NEWS
1. DEMOCRACY IN ACTION

Should you want to receive th is
news bulletin on a reg ular basis,
please send your name and
address to ;

The Editor
Democra<:y in A<:tion
IDASA
1 Pen zance Road
MOWBRA Y
7700

2, IDASA POLICY BROCHURE _
STATEMENT ON GOA LS AND
STRATEGIES
This b rochure on our goal s and
stra tegies is available in English
from our national and regional
offkes.lt is free. Should yo u not
have yo u r reg io na l o tf tce
address you can get a copy from
our nationa l o ffice at the above
address. The Afrikaans versio n
will be available in November
from the same address, and a
Xhosa version will fo llow in the
new year.

a NATIONAL CONFERENCE
PAPERS
These are in the process 01
being published as a series o f

Occaslcnal Pape rs. They will be
available lor pur<:hase by ht
December. Full de tail, will be
made ava ilable in the De<:embe r
issue of this bulletin. The p.1pers
cover Democracy and the 101­
lo wing - Go ve rnment, law,
Business, the Ch ur<:h , Media,
l abo ur and Ed ucation. See 'ad '
o n page 3.

... VIDEO LI BRARY
IDASA's med ia o flke is in the
process 01 establishing a video
library lor educational and in·
fo rmation purposes. Full detai ls
will appear in the December

I
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Members of rhe IDASA National
Office Staff (le ft loright): Ms.Sarah
Zibaya, Mrl, Paddy Clark, M r. james
Po lley (Media Consultant), Ms.
Margare t /(ulu, Ms. Beverley
February.

issue . In the interim the lollow­
Ing are available on VHS:
1. The Natio na l Conferen ce

spe e c hes/ ad d re ss es as
listed above - each on a
sepa rate tape of 3045
minutes d uratio n.

2. An edited version 01 the full
National Conference cover­
ing all the speeches , work­
shop" re port-backs and
plenary dlscusslons. Also
available on Be ta .

3. The Dr . Va n zvrSlabbert/Dr.
O. Worrall public deba te at
Sandton shortly before the
general e lections.

4 . The two Press Conferences
on Dakar given by Dr. AleK
Bcr ame and Dr. F. Van Zyl
Slabbert, respectively. on
their re turn to South Alrka.
These are two separate
tapes, each 01 40 minutes
duration, providing an out­
stand ing glimpse of the
enti re Dakar experience
a n d i m m e d ia te toc a t
reaction.

Write to the Media Consultant at
the Natio na lo ffice addres (above)
for use 01 this mate rial.
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS

Township Tours Project

A typical ",U l'('(' K f'I1e in Ihe KTC 5qu,lIfe r com­
munity, ch,,' aele ri,ed b y g'eenpool, 01poI/ulw wilrer.

d ocumenTary film o n co nflicT: in
The blad ghettos which W OKmown
at lhe IDMA (Oflfere nce centre ,
.Iller which lhoe pa rticipanu visiTed
Crosvo,ads, KTC. Nyilnga Bush
Camp, Oscar M pelha Square and
Khayel iuha, 10 na me but a few.
The program me ended with pa r­
licipanu and co mmu nily leade n
reflt'ding o n the lour, ~hari ng ex­
per ien«'S and inTe rae;ting~lly

.II a b raai in Ihe Township .

T. AI/xortus(be low'ilnd " Pro" Jad;
(left below), Regionil l Directors o f
the Western Cape.

M r. " P,o" lad , (I DASA ' e gio nal co-on /inalO' in the
w. C" pe' who o rgan;,ed the lo wn,hip 100' i, Wil led
on /he /ilWe wirh On. S/"bbert ilnd 801'"il ine- w rrou nd­
ed b y ~iI'iou. m",mber, oI lh", 10u,ing Pilrty.

fin l h.lnd t' xper ie ncl!' mily be ob­
,..ioed o f 1M preuiling lJ<obIerns
..nd condition1o. This.ho serves to
promote i ~'er und~l..ndin8
<lmonpl While Soulh Afric... ns o f
the conditions which .,ffec:t thei r
81..d counterp.ll fts.

Uhimoote ly, ""holl .... wi~ 10
.dlievl!' by thew- IOUI', which .lire
"'"".lnt p.@'domiNnlly for White
p.l rt id p,mls who ,ul!'very much re­
mcved fro m these condit ions. is to
u sis! in , h<l nSin g po."Ople 's ..tti­
tudes so that they m..y respond
more P'XiT i~ely lowa rds rejecting
and d isma ntli ng Ihe Apan he id sys­
tern and 10 br ing them to an entry
po int in to the broade r democra tic
mo vemen t .

This progra mme i~ conducted at
two lev els, namely, ..t a general
pe rtlcipatlo n le~el whic h caters
p re do mina ntly for WhiTes in
generill ilnd ..bo at a more ~pecilic

le~er IOf Whi te ~l udefltV\(hola r~.

These l ou r~ will be oond ucT:ed
qene regulilrly due to the posi t ive
response we receteed from par­
t icipanl s ilnd non-participa nts
fol low ing our rece nt w«esd ul
" pilot" IOU", oeeducted on the
19th and 20Ih Seplember IOf
general p;tn ic:ipanls and «odene,
respec1i11e ly, and which involved
about 80 participanu allogetker.
The loun were preceded by a

IT isour be lieol ,h.., ~.pe,iencl!' is
Ihe ~ leoidlft. 11 is for this
vwy ' • .iSOn thi t w @ h.i~ em­

b.irk~ on a pros' ..mmt' wh ieh will
give ~e " h,u >ch on" e xperi_
e ece of lill!' in towmh il", squ.."e.
.nd refugee Coli m pli .. nd ..""..ken
IMoi.se~ 10 thl!' rondilion~ e. il.l­
ing in ,h@" Ie,,' world" .liSo~
10 lholt which is port ...yfll by the
medi<l. '"'- tou~ . re not 01 ..
mere sillhl~ng nat ure , bul
;"vol"", inll!'Iietion between the
p.Jrtie;p<lnlS, th e com mu nity and
members of its leadership , so th..,

"
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