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Writers start
journey to new SA

‘It is not heroic to oppose apartheid - it is nomal’

In many respects it was a case of the "gatvol”
meeting with the "gatkant” of literature in
South Africa. For four days with the Victoria
Falls roaring like an angry sea in the back-
pround, the writers talked, and talked — and
listened. The air was thick with Afrikaans,
eaperly spoken too by the Xhosa, Tewana and
Zulu veterans of the struggle

It was the Afri

kaans  writers In JLI""" IDASA
mainly who we ;
concermedd about
the  repetitive
"gatvol with the
svstem” refrain in
“white” Afnkaans
writirt, Thes otheer

conference at the
Victoria Falls in
Zimbabwe. RONEL
SCHEFER reports.

hosted a SA writers'

delegates —
many of them members of the ANC — repre-
sented the neglec ted, ignored and silenced
bt vibirant and liberaton, gatkant” of lite
rature in South Africa

tMany of them had travelled far, and long.
From Levden in the Netherlands came the
diminutive and delightful literary academic
Vernon February who left his home town of
Somerset West nearly a gquarter of a century
ago. From London, Wally Serote, the sober
poet who above all wants his fellow writers “to
dream™ in the struggple, Poet extraordinaire
Brevten Brevtenbach, his “tongue itching” to
speak Afrikaans, travelled from Berlin, A string
of “listed” and therefore (damn'} unguotable
delegates came from Lusaka, among them poet
lerermy Cronin, ANC cultural head Barbara
Masekela and poets Willie and Baleka Kgosi-
tsile. The rest came from south ol the Limpopo
They were black and white writers and acade-
mics, the majority of them Afrikaans-speaking

Their opposition to apartheid had brought
them together. But was that sufficient to keep
them together! Would the Atrikaans writers,
especially, be able in large numbers to throw in
their lot with the broad democratic movement

From London . . . Wally Serote in conversation with Cape Town writer Ingrid de
Kok and Stellenbosch academic Annie Gagiano.

in their search for the much desired “united,
non-racial, non-sexist and demaocratic” South
Africa? And if some of them should decide to
take a different route to achieve a new order?
Would that be acceptable to their new-tfound
friends in the strugele against apartheid?

Mot all the gquestions were answered con-
clusively. And more could probably have heen
asked. But first meetings with ANC members in
exile are emotional occasions for South Afri-
cans, regardless of race. And the reluctant
"oracle in Lusaka” also has an annowing [demo-
cratic) tendency to suggest that questioners
thrash out certain issues with the democratic
movement inside the country!

But some firm points were made and con-
ceded in relation to the state ot Afrikaans
writing the role of the writer in national libera
tion and the necessity of establishing an in-
clusive, truly representative South African
[iberature

As a starting point, some Afrikaans writers
said the four-day meeting had helped them to

shed some of their “feelings of impotence”
about the future of their country. The rising
star among Afrikaans novelists, 33-year-old
Etienne van Heerden, will never again accept
the Hertzog Prys, the prime award made by the
Afrikaans literary establishment. It (the Hert-
zof Prys) had to be demystified for me, and
that has now happened,” he said on our last
night at Vic Falls. Many of the Afrikaans writers
are already members of the progressive Con-
gress of South African Writers, and some of
those who currently belong to the more con
servative Afrikaanse Skrywersgilde said they
might resign if the organisation tailed to com
mit itself to the goal of a non-racial democracy
in the mear future

lThese initial responses from delegates seemed
to fulfil the expectations which the funders,
the Friedrich Maumann Foundation in West
Cermany, had of the event. In a message sent
to the conference, the toundation said the
gathering was “hlack and white and bound to
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DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people to accept
and work for a post-apartheid
society as a way of allaying
their fears.

® To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa’s
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.

—

IDASA Oifices
HEAD OFFICE:

Hill House, 1 Penzance Road, Mowhray, Cape
Town, 7700 (Tel 021-473127; Telelax 477458)

WESTERN CAPE: 6 Faircape House, Orange Street,
Gardens, Cape Town, 8001 (Tel 021-222150; Telefax

237905)

JOHAMNMESBURCG: Fifth Floor, Norvic House, ™4
De Korte Sireet, Braamiontein, 1107 (Tel @11-

4013580/1/2/3; Telefax 3395301)

PRETORIA: 203 Hatlield Forum, 1077 Arcadia
Street, Hatlield, DOA3 (Tel 012-3422335/6; Telefax

M421926)

DURBAM: 1206 S5angro Howuse, 417 Smith Street,
Durban, 4001 [Tel 031-3048893; Telefax 3048891)

PORT ELIZABETH: Fourth Floor, Standard House,
344 Main Streei, Pori Hizabeth, 6001 (Tel D41-

5531301,/2/3; Telefax 522587)

EAST LONDOMN: 5a Stephenson Street, Easi London,

5307 (Tel M431-430047; Telefax 4385681)

EDITORIAL

Whites must look
beyond the election

| am writing on the occasion of Mr Nelson
Mandela’s 71st birthday, Last year he celebrated
a very special milestone when he reached three
score years and ten and celebrated it insplendid
isolation. Today, not very far from where | am
writing there is a birthday party and he, the oft
described “terrorist and communist” is the
guest of honour! Of course he remains a
prisoner so that the occasion is a bitter-sweet
one, And only a week ago this same prisoner
had tea with the State President! The history of
South Africa is replete with examples of the
theatre of the absurd.

Maost probably the fate of Nelson Mandela
will have a more far-reaching effect than a
further example of absurdity, namely the forth-
coming general election on & September. For
the umpteenth time whites, coloureds and
Indians will vote to decide on the destiny of
the overwhelming majority of South Africans;
an election in which both the media and the
bulk of the white voters almost totally ignore
the centrality of the extra-parliamentary
struggle. The government and their political
opponents on the left and right all claim with
breathtaking arrogance that each has the solu-
tion to the central conflict in South Africa. The
MNational Party, despite years of vicious repres-
sion, has failed to smash the democratic move-
ment and opts now for a five-year plan with
refined racism as its comerstone.

Little substance

The right-wing Conservative Party tries in vain
to turn back the clock and beats the drum of
antiquated bigotry and racial exclusivity, The
Democratic Party, struggling to find an identity,
seeks to position itself in the centre only to find
that the Mational Party 15 stealing its clothes
and fast taking possession of that space,
Despite the growing intensity of the elec-
tion, and the strenuous efforts by all concerned,
there is much fury and sound but little sub-
stance. |t s difficult to avoid the impression
that all three are playing games in the shallow
waters of the seashore, building their castles of
sand, apparently for the most part oblivious of
the inexarable wave of black aspirations and

anger which continues to gather strength.
Whilst IDASA as an institute can have no
“position” on the forthcoming election (some
of our staff will vote, some will not and some
cannot), we have a duty toremind white South
Africans in particular that the unfolding panto-
mime cannot of itself resolve the fundamental
conflict which has all of us in its grip.

Larger forces

There are larger forces at work and the growing
shadow of Nelson Mandela and those whom
he represents will not go away.

Inevitably, there will be those in the white
community who will not vote because somany
of their friends are disenfranchised. Many will
condemn this stand but it is at least arpuable
that it is a stand of principle. However, many
more will vote and those who do should weigh
up very carefully how they exercise their privi-
lege. Already there are those who argue “Let’s
give FW. de Klerk a chance”. Itis my personal
view that we simply cannot afford vet another
“five-year plan” which will delay the inevitable
re-shaping of the basic structures of our socie-
ty. There is no doubt that there are many within
the Democratic Party who are running for office
and many more working for them who are
painfully aware of the ambiguity of their posi-
tion. For that reason alone {and there are many
other reasons which come to mind), they
deserve support from those who have decided
to exercise their vote,

Statesmen needed

What is needed urgently therefore is not a
frenzy of electioneering with its claims and
counter-claims, but rather the creation of a
climate which will enable the voteless to
participate in genuine negotiations with the
minority government of the day. |n order for
this to happen, South Africa deserves better
than a five-year plan. It deserves statesmen
who will take their courage in their hands and
put inte motion those conditions which are
imperative for negotiation to become a pos-
sibility. South Africa’s priorities [ie in the direc-

S

Ja-Nee

A gift to treasure

While in Lusaka recently, Keith Wattrus of
IDASA remarked on a pair of cuff-links which
Thabo Mbeki of the ANC was wearing., Came
Thabo's tongue-in-cheek response: “You ought
to see my favourite pair, emblazoned with the
motif “SAP : 757 — a commemoration of the
75th anniversary of the South African Police!”
And who would give him such a gift? “Why

none other than a South African MP while on
safari through Lusaka.”
- Nice touch, Prerre!

You have nothing, FW?

When the Chinese |leadership held an emer-
gency meeting at the height of the student
protest on Tiananmen Square an astonishing
exchange took place between the Bd-year-old
paramount leader Deng Xiaoping and Zhao
Fivang the relative moderate head of the Com-
munist Party. Zhao argued for conciliation and
dialopue but Deng was adamantly opposed. ™|
have three million troops behind me,” a source
quoted Deng as saving. | have all the people

of China,” answered Zhao. Deng dismissed him

“You have nothing.”

— A few weeks later the new MNational Party
leader FW. de Klerk told the NP Federal Con-
press: “Menslik gesproke is die NP vandag die
magtigste faktor in Suid-Afrika.”

— There was no one like Deng present to con-
trachict hirn.

A lesson from Gada¥ffi

“It 15 absolutely impaossible to be straight in a
world that is crooked.” said Col Muammar
Cadaffi when asked by an Amerncan jourmalist
tor deceribe the most important lesson he has
learmed
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tion of the unbanning of those political parties
and organisations which are excluded from the
forthcoming election; the release of prisoners
not into the narrow confines of the State
President’s residence but into the wider spaces
of South Africa; the lifting of the state of
emergency which will allow all South Africans

free access into the constitutional and paolitical

process. It is to be hoped that in the midst of

obsessive minority politics, the occasional

voice of wisdom will be heard clearly and un-
amhbigucoushy.

Alex Boraine

Executive Director

ANC opento alternatives

Three of IDASA's regional directors were part
of the 110-strong Five Freedoms Forum delega-
tion who met with the ANC in Lusaka early in
luly. They were Paul Graham (Durban), Liesel
MNaudé { Johannesburg) and Keith Wattrus {Port
Elizabeth). Lisa Seftel, also of IDASA’s lohan-
neshurg office, but wearing her Five Freedoms
cap, was also present,

President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia hosted
all the delegates at a garden-party at the State
House and made a point of personally greeting
every single person in the delegation,

The garden party, in the palatial floodlit
gardens, was also the scene of the first meeting
between the FFF delegation and the ANC dele-
gation. The warmth and hospitality of the ANC
delegation was surpassed only by their fervently
expressed desire to return “home’ as soon as
possible

Owver the next three days commissions were
held which explored and analysed, in-depth,

every aspect of our shared future and the means
to that end. To be sure, there was not agree-
ment on every aspect, with the stratepies of
sanctions and the armed struggle, in particular,
causing dissension, Mevertheless what unfolded
was a clear understanding of why such strate-
gies were being used and why these strategies
were considered to be so effective by the ANC.
I'he weekend became one of searching for
and testing alternatives, On almaost every front
the ANC showed a preparedness to be openly
objective about considering alternatives to
current strategies. What became patently clear
was the sincere appreciation by the ANC of the
tact that their compatriots had travelled so far
to raise the troubling issuwes with them. And
their acknowledgement that it was only by
being confronted with such issues that the
AMNC could focus their minds on the solutions,
Keith Wattrus
Co-director, Eastern Cape

Could we hope for the same kind of honesty —

Kitnk soos ‘n term wat in die staatsdiens

from our own politicians, or would they rather
not follow the example set by the Libvan dic-
tators

Nuwe taal vir 'n nuwe era

Prof Sampie Terreblanche van Stellenbosch is
nou reeds bekend vir sy kleurryke taalgebruk
Tydens die vorige wit verkiesing het hy reeds
gese dat die Nasionale Party sal moet vernr-
brrrokkel. Hy was baie lief om van die “Ver-
woerdiaanse” model van apartheid te praat
Deesdae praat die professor van FW se ideo-
logie en noem dit die “Klerkiaanse” 1989 model
van aparthheid.

gebruik word

Welcome to the club, PW

When the IDASA delegation returned from
Dakar after meeting the executive of the ANC,
the State President threatened to remove pass-
ports, to institute commissions of inguiry into
the work of IDASA and to cut off its foreign
funding. He alse described the participants as
“useful idiots”,

— After his recent tea party with Mr Nelsan
Mandela, one can only say welcome to the
clurty!

Letters

Address your letters to
The Editor,Democracy in Action,
1 Penzance Road, Mowbray 7700

Meer standpunte
moet nog
gehoor word

Eerstens wil ek net begin deur u peluk te wens
met die professionaliteit en deeglikbeid van
julle publikasie, Democracy in Action.  Ek het
die jongste uitgawe in die hande gekry en het
ook met belangstelling die doelstellings van
IDASA pelees wat op Bladsy 2 verskyn.

Een van die doelstellings i5: “To prowvide
forums and opportunities on a natiomwide basis
to find democratic solutions to South Africa’s
problems.” Nou kom die vraag by my op: Wie
kan almal by die forums optree?

|DASA hou gereeld toere na Lusaka en Harare
waar gesprekke met die ANC en binnelandse
Suid-Afrikaners dan plaasvind. En dit is goed
dat dit geskied. Maar skeep hulle nie dalk
gesprekke met mense binne Suid-Afrika af nie
S0 baie blanke Suid-Afrikaners weet nog nie
eers wat die mense in die townships dink nie.

Ek wonder ook ot daar mie 'n leemte bestaan
om gesprekke met byvoorbeeld die PAC in
ballingskap en plaaslike Black Consciousness-
ondersteuners te hou nie. Moet ons nie miskien
ook uitvind wat die nie-Charterists te s& het
nie? Al stem ons hoegenaamd nie met hulle
saam nie. Ek vermoed dat ek ook nie met die
PALC sal saamstem nie, Maar net s00s ‘n Masio-
nalis wat weier om met die ANC in gesprek te
tree, kan ons dalk ook, weens ons oningeligt-
heid oor die organisasies, nie saampraat as
daar oor hulle beleid gesals word nie.

[DASA doen poeie werk, maar daar 15 soveel
meer wat nog gedoen kan word om ons arme
onkundige witmense aan nuwe standpunte
bloot te stel, wat dalk 'n invloed op ons toekoms
gaan hé

Ek hoop dat IDASA ook in dié verband n
positiewe rol sal kan speel.

loan van Staden

Kaapstad

IDASA s bereid om gesprek te voer met emig-
emand wat howm of haarself fot die soeke na 'n
nierassige demokrasie verbind het Ons redl
inderdaad gereeld werkswinkels, seminare en
konferensies dwarsoor die land waaraan afmal
mag deefneem. Verder het ons ook op n ge-
reelde prondslag privaat gesprekke met n wye
verskeidenheid van individue en organisasies,
Laastens, reél IDASA ook gereeld besoeke aan
die townships vir blankes in die meeste van ons
groter sentrums in die land — Alex Boraine

ARTICLES IN DEMOCRACY IN
ACTION REFLECT THE OPINIONS
OF THE WRITERS AND DO NOT
NECESSARILY CORRESPOND WITH
THE VIEWPOINTS HELD BY IDASA.




WRITERS' CONFERENCE

Black woman’s voice too
faint in SA literature

The .-";""u{:' 5 a4 South -'ﬁhll;.]nrirﬁﬂn]mtlpn ﬂr:-rj1
don’t think the wdea of women's emancipation
comes naturally o South Afncan men,” one of
the ANCS temale veterans old the writers
gathenng

Morerslesl Mandla Langa seemexd Lo concur —
without conceding anvithing personally of
course “Yes, the Bible savs Eve was created to
mmister to Adam s e and many adhers
o that very dearly Tel T T

Woimeen & Liberalson was also an ssue i This
particular dscussion, the mamn focus of the
SESSION DEIng on e South
Africa. Al The Lea )0 infuriated — 1o puf of
mildly — at least one of thewriters of feminine
persuasion present. “Why are women allotted

WO wrilers

Antjie Krog and Wits academic Ena
Jansen

4 Senarale e Calegory as if {here were cerLam
Iitthe themgs only woimen whnbers would feel like
grscussmg' ™ tumed Antjie Krog. “Why s there
o man presEnt Do ome 3 nd esplarn whene ths
simpad sulyeC Comes Trosm”
When her anger had evaporated. the poet
trom the Fre State produced evadence of the
g SHeEnce i (Hmng rom bda k wormsen 1o e
tweld of poetry  There were signs that collectors
were gnorng the black temale poetic vwoece
Dul theesy abd sessrmesgd Do e an wenous uncker-
LDy, She Lo
She wondersod

aloud ] why the “doubls

oppressed ol notd use poetry today as a
survival strategy like heremy Cromn and
Breyvitenbach to survive imprisonment. ~If the
unthinkable happens. poetry can be that small
escapee, that gasp ol air that attords surnaval of
another day or wisek

O 5 1t possible that a woman's life can
experience such destruction, agony and on-
slaught that can render words impotent? That
survival can take place on such a debasing
level that the woman abdicates her power over
words, because she indeed realises that it is a
useless power.” Answers to Krog's questions
were not immediately forthcoming,

The ANC's most seniorn woman representa-
tive at the conference gave a brief outline of
1k MAESEITIENT L VIS O WOETeEn & ermiani i[’j-.-_'t

"ahe sl

|

tion which, she said was dealt with as an
mtegral part of the national liberatwon struggle
P.';-,lf_"h{ al siEps  wWene !u*lng takern o e ook
women at all levels of decison-making, and an
:'ITiltrJ'r'I.d.Inl' ACTonN Ty e OfF QU a svsiem may De
impiemented in the near tuture

But despite that, the tundamental work sgill
had to be done in the home. sawd Barbara
Kgosatsile, a poet working in the women's
section of the AN
ArEMa WNETe WiNmen & Cofaney LuEn ETH=S 0N VeTy
gusethy. i has nothing to do with organisatonal
polcies but that is what happens, ™ said Kgosi-
tsile

Replying to a question as to whether there
was a specihic role o women wri bers in a South
Arrican lferature, Kgositsile said women had a
unigque expenence “but they don't form part of
a separate so ey

Her role in literature should not be to

recreate what's happening in the labour ward
and in the kitchen. Motherhood should not be
held against b

Krog said a literature in which evervbody
sounded “like either a man or a transvestite’
was a neurotic literature. “A literature which
busies itsell esoterically with human life while
three guarters of its horizons are not granted a
decent existence, is a literature with no right to
existence itsell

She said In spite of a few attempts by nove
lists like Nadine Gordimer and Elsa Joubert,
literature in South Africa still confirmed the
law: the black woman does not exist. “4s a
widman writer | dame nod usurp the pr:n,'l‘lpn{: ol

The hiowme 1% 2 very prvate

.Jniimut-n'. miod wntd all swomen exist an The
literature of Southism Al A

‘Our role is
slogans’ sa

From Page 1
make a difference” to the conflict in South
Africa. It added that writers had a duty to pro-
vide crucial support to the community and to
stimulate constructive interaction. “Maost
peaple in the world wiall not come closer to the
pains and, more so, the potential of South
Africa than what is written,” the message con-
Cluded

Early on in the conference, 1DASA's execu-
tive director, Dr Alex Boraine, placed a crucial
issue on the agenda: “"We are all part of the
tragedy in our country — andwe can all be part
of the healing. ™ he said. “We all have a respon-
!«.lh||r1|. ol just o act agamnst ._‘Ij_'_l.]”hf"ld hl_,|1
also to builld a niew sociehy

This themes was later taken up by several
ceni AMNL members, who emphassed that a
new South Atmca
Aftracan literaiurne

like a new authentic South
Wil ot Cspning up
spontaneowusly. It would have to be built up
with the sweat of people. witers ;choced
Thiere was miuch APcEnsargg curmmg the Con-
terend e ot tThe role of e ariter on iataonal
lberatwen. Woulkd the strugele comvert creatnee
whTing into pamphleteenmg? Should woters
hawve sirategy mamials chpped To heir e
processors’ “ s the writer a strategist with a
plan, doing things acoording to reason =
riet o &l agent in the service ol national libera-
hon® asked Marlene van Nekerk, a literan
A colleague
teoim Wits, Wilhelm Lisbenberg who s also a
membed of the cultural desk of the Umted
Democratic Front, suggested that there may be
a probilem with the emphasis of the question
One s firstly a comrade in the struggle and

acacteme froim Wits U niversiby

thr'n # writer, | here 15 no direchive o wrilers
b borweritie, bt eather a nisisd to write from an
intormed position,” he said

ABOVE: Vernon February and Fanie
Olivier, poet and academic from the
University of Venda.

LEFT: Barbara Masekela, Essop Pahad
and Nic Borain, IDASA’s Western Cape
regional director and the organiser of
the conference



)t t0o make
ANC writer

Essop Pahad, of the international staff of the

AMNC in London, took it further. “There seems
to be a tear that it one belongs to an organisa-
tion it will stifle creativity,” hesaid, countering
that the opposite was true. "There will be no
liberation without struggle. There has to be
organised structures. Cosaw will derive its
strength from those whe participate in it

Breyvten Brevtenbach felt that white writers,
in particular, would benefit from participation
in democratic structures. “Whites are too a
large extent still immune to the testure of suffer-
ing in South Atrica. Organsational involve
ment has a tremendously i ilsing intluence
he said. His fel koww poet. Wally Serofe l]rﬂuf-d
that there was an inter-gdependence  between
writers and national liberation. “The struggle
EneEs wiilers oppodtunitu= to dream, bot of
must be a dreameng of reality it must be
located in the world

And haw OO wnilsrs whip work waittnn the

-"."-.{_- e e fobe? U oo |l lﬂlrl'l-.-l"l[g"d

FROM WRITERS'
FINAL COMMUNIQUE

““As wrilers together, from both
| Inside and outside South Africa,
intensely aware of our shared con-
cerns and deploring the way in
which our culture is impoverished
by our enforced separalion, we
commit ourselves to work for

- the unbanning of the ANC and all
other political organisations '
- the gofthestate of emergency
- the release of all PHH:.II prisoners
- the removal of troops from the
townships

- the abrnfll'!nn of all legislation
that illegalises legitimate political
activity.

“Entering the struggle is the
means of beginning to be a South
African. Ii is not heroic fo oppose
apartheid - it is normal."

s T =

LEFT: Breyten Braytenbach with fellow
Afrikaans writers and academics.
RIGHT: Alex Boraine and ANC executive
member Steve Tshwele,

BELOW: Jeanette Ferreira, from the Uni-
versity Zululand, and Hein Willemse,
from the University of the Western Cape.

Ohur rode & ol 1o makes !.lng.mt. bt to detimne
and propect the positive values wiach the mowve
ment represents
Ccelehrate our arhevements

Prot Ampie Coetree, of the University of the
Western Cape, olftered a sharply onibical view
oin the role of Atrikaans iterature as oo-deter
munator of the Alnkaner culture and the even-
tual rise of the ruling class. [ Andre P Brmk SUR-
gested that Cost 2ee's analviis was too harsh —
in Tall, amdast 4% Odevastabing as an SADF
rasd In spite of his cnbicsm. Costree cau-
tioned aganst excessive Linkering and pre-
il rlaﬂ.l'nf'f'll"\‘ﬁ 4% 4 wWay of pething -'i_rrlh.._';_ar'l-_'-
whnihing onto the night path. ~Perhaps the most
that can happen, s that we can carefully
attempt the reinterpretation and rewriting of it
— o N inko the context of 3 n..q_[.r:n,;]l I-.'!.IillUFE'

Writer and lecturer Jeanette Ferreira, of the
Unmversity of Zululand, urged Afrikaans writers
to take a close ook at themselves. ©1 am not so
sure how many Alrikaans writers are willing to
demystity their labour, to admit that their
writing is a calculated act, aimed at a certain
reader with a certain intention,” she chal
lenged. I think they can contribute by chang-
ing readers” view of what is normal, abnormal,
by redefining history, by writing about violence
in a different way J

She noted that thiswas already happening in
Afrikaans. From the Cape Flats and the West
Coast, a non-hegemonic literature was emerg-
ng. It takes its Afrikaans readers on a journey
through a tamiliar landscape, but highlights
ditterent historical places and makes the old
and familiar ones irrelevant. In this literature
the versis of Dhe Stem s i.|_1'|':|;|':|||=lm|*n1ql-d with
references 1o "teargas Hilling the lric blue sk
and. the “land ol our foretathers™ happen to
have been taken away by the “the law

ol Gl O0 Wik CRtiCise, wi

An Eaponent of This nesw penne was at Vi
Falls. Ds Patnck Petersen, of 51 Helina Bayv_ s
an unrepentant whiler of wihat a ortic has called

soniesse poesie | 1 he domanes motrvated. in
rousmE Alnkaans, why hes poetry was ot 3
gegil en geskresu”™ a8 the critics asserted. bt
[hee epalomee Of febevant writimg in South Atrca
Black poetry in Afrikaans challenges trads
bonal viess of what comtitutes |ierature and
M Ll
AT MiUst returm 1O the peopde and poetry
miLst retum ) 1D actnee envodvermsent in The mass
OemoCrat e moverment. 1T mast e gurte .;i-e;,'

what should be camorisisd

that poimscal imvolvement 1 unavoedable to
T 2% o Wit artest . IE o5 ol 8 fashooen Tao ot 1%
HTE impeortant

And what about standards, so often said 1o
be shppmg badly in “black™ wnting? Jeanette
Ferreira guoted Madine Gordimer on the sub-
ject: "As a tellow writer, | myself find it ditficult
to accept. even bor the cause of black liberation
to which | am committed as a white South
African citizen, that a black writer of imagina-
tive power, whose crattsmanship is equal to
what he has to say, must not be regarded above
someons who has emergid admirably
from political imprisanment with a scrap of
apper on which there is jotted an alliterative
arrangement of protest l.iuplﬂnd. Ferreira hier-
self added that “to frad oF to write 1n a non-
critical manner was 1o reduce the power of
|dl'|5.’.;hﬂ.':1.'. and at its utmost, it s n,ﬂn:rmsmg

Vernon February pointed out the ironvy of
the alienation of black Afrikaans writers from
the mainstream of Afrikaans literature thesir
ancestors were, after all, the first people to
speak the language around 1700, “ Afrikaans is
my skryttaal, my leeftaal, maar die literatuur is
nie myne nie,”" said February, Brink, however,
said he believed that the “gatvol” anti-estab
lishment voice in Afrikaans writing was fast
becoming the mainstream of Afrikaans litera-
ture

The conference also discussed paolitical issues
like the ANC's armed struggle and its position
on negotiabions and sanctions. In a special
debate on the cultural and academic bovcoit
the AN ||'.|.|.‘h'|'!.1|||:| declared ol 1“-Iﬂl|'.,
opposed [0 cEnsorship whether it is done by
PW or by the Ayatollah Khomeini™. They argued
that the cultsral bineott was not CEnSOrsmip
per s, bul that o was aimed at solating

aparthesd culture™ and curbing an influx ol
Culfure wniCh may strengthen aparthesd ke

By the end of the ConteErenoe mast of the
wrlers nad started  dreameng | e timal oo
munEegue retlscted ther adent weh Tor 3 e
sonCuely . I wprsioe of “realiang the dream of 2
truly represeniatnve South Alrican literatune
which would retlect 2 shared culiural sdentms

urigue in the rchness of its sSouTCes, expres-
sapn angd deversily of language | An Almkaans
treed of its rac 5t connotations would naturalh
T ifs place withun thes literature

The Last wowd (ot advice ) beli wiged o By ten
Brevienbach. Addressing his fellow Atnkaners
the “off-white Afnkaans-speaking South Afncan
Ining temporan by abwoud™, said

You have as much cause, perhaps more, (o
be involved in the process of transformation as
those against whom apartheid is aimed. You
need nobody s permission to join the strugple
Cuilt teelings and seli-tlagellation are self-
indulgent sentiments, but an understanding of
responsibilithes gets yvou moving. [tis inwalking
that vou learn how to walk, Watch out for the
exultation of the hairshirt, Clean out the cellars
Watch out tor the corruption of suffering, of
self-pity. Don't go and sell yourselves as brave
warriors. To be against apartheid is normal, it is
not herom

O Ronel Schetfer 5 IDASA s Director of Publications

5



vote?

¢ What difference

e To vote or not fo

FOCUS

will the DP make?

¢ Will whites give

FW and the NP
(yet another)
chance?

Some opinions on these

questions are offered
in these two articles

Voting (for DP) wiill
‘undermine’ MDM
agenda of real change

By CHIARA CARTER

The tomation of the Democratic Party has
addied a new dimension to the strategy debate
withiin the AMass Diesmacratic Movement (MDA

The MDM position towards parliament has
Alwavs heen mon-part icapation

Howewver, within the ranks of .]Htl--,ipdﬂ"‘l{-ll.d
whites, there are some who arngue that the DP
jnlgni" wles an opportunity Tor sfrategsd inbensen-
tecert whuch could ingregue the deamty within
the ranks of the ru:l.ru.:  Lass

Ihere have always been people who have
-'--:_'ui';h'!’ to work with parliamentany RIOUDS 3%
the Young Frogressuives, especially arnoond
SR =AU CAMPaEns such &% oonsc i son

Theere hawe Jiurd!'ﬁ.t'n.'\ iy T m'nr'ni._trHLn_-
inal amy Cco-Operaton withan such ETOUDS 15
futile smce they are part of the systemn

Confusion among whites who regard them-
selves as part of the MDM has often been the
result of a 1ailure to clearly define hosy thes
should approach elechions

The MDA hll.h',.l.-:ltt |.|5| 15 hased on the
reection of parliament as an institution which
wis designed 1o perpetuate the present system

While the MDM will use any means to reach
its ultimate goal of dismantling aparthead, it
believes no meamingtul change can be achieved
through parliament

Mass struggles

Instead, the MDM argues, change comes
through the struggles of the masses and through
international pressure on the government

The tricameral parliament, the MDM argues,
15 not just ineffective. It also creates the im-

préssion that there is participation in decision-
making and as such must be opposed

A leader of the MDM expressed this as

serving as a cloak which covers the nakedness

of the dictatorship

While ew within the ranks of the MDM
would argue for participation 1o the Houses of
Representatives and Delegates. the ssue be
comes mone complhicated with the House of
Asseminly

A recent Torum of community organisatons
incloging Cape Democrats wn Cape Town
endorsed the call for a bovoott of the elections
by all memibers of the MDA including whites

Meaningful intenvention

But within the ranks of ant-aparthesd whites
are many who argue that meamngiul interven-
tion is possible within the parbamentary system
and that the MDM should b sersitive 1o the
problems of working within the white consti-
tuency — an arena which is inherently con-
servative and steeped 1o parliamentary tradi-
tEon

Proponents of such a pragmatic approach
argue that the primary goal of work within this
constituency must be aimed at dividing the
ranks of the ruling class, thereby hastening the
end of apart hed

They see support for the DP, which has said
it hopes to serve as a bndge botween parlia-
ment and the extra-parliamentary torces, or for
certain progressive D candidates as a step in
this direction

But the counter view rejects both the analysis
of the DP as an ally of the MDM against the

DP: adilemi

By PIERRE DE VOS5

White South Afnicans will be faced with some
rather difticull decmsions in the run up 1o the
Hiise ol ".h'ql'ﬂlhh b= LIS On Frﬁ_‘-],'l‘!t-mhl:"r [ =]
According to Mr Jannie Gagiano, a lecturer in
poditscal sowence at the University of Stellen:
bosch, progressnve whites wall have 1o weigh
up the pros and cons of voling very carefull

In an mterveew wilth the student newspaper,
Dve Matiwe, Cagiano sawd that people who
eventually decsde 1o vote for the Demaocratic
Party wall have to scrutinise the candidate in
thew constituency o ascertain where he or
she standds :l-r'ul.hn: Jilly

Dr Dens Worrall and his supporters are for
example not miterestied at all 1o get “the people
to run the country,” Gaglano explained. “He
wants to use the state itself to concentrate the
power in his own hands and to then try and
move the political contlict away rom racial
controntation. He wants 1o use the state to
dismanthe the racial factor in our soCety — in
exactly the same way as the reformers in the

povernment and the value which support for
the DP can have

This viewpomni sees the DP a5 essentially
part of the system

Thus while its emergenc e indicates the deep
divisions which have sprung from within the
ruling class, the DP 15 seen as part of the prob-
lem rather than he solution

The interesis of the DP ane fundamentally in
conflict with that of the MDM, according to
this view

It was tormed because of the crisis of legiti-
macy which the government faces. This, in
tum, is a consequence of the successtul struggles
waged by the masses

Protect interests

Big business has lost faith in the Nationalist
Party's ability to protect its interests and has
turned to the DP to safeguard South Africa for
hig capital

This mesans that despite the deep ditterences
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forthose who vote?

Mational Party plan to do.”

“If it seems likely that F.W. de Klerk will be
able to deliver the goods in the NP, if he can
move the goalposts and speed up the process
of ‘retorm’, Worrall will be dead politically —
because Worrall 1s a phenomenon totally reliant
on the NP's lack of movement, their lack of
reform.”

According to Gagiano there is no real differ-
ence between Worrall and the National Party,
*And if his role disappears with faster NP-style
reforms he will say: ‘That is exactly what |
wanted to do. | wanted the NP to shift and |
succeeded in that'.”

Wynand Malan, on the other hand, is inte-
rested in an open society and an open political
system, Gagiano said. “"He is looking towards a
non-racial democracy where blacks would be
in the majority and theretore in control,”

Speaking about the third DP leader, Gagiano
said that Zach de Beer was caught up in an
economic liberal debate, “"He believes that if
the economy could be freed to help make
dramatic growth and development possible,

between the DP and the Nationalist Party, ina
very real sense the DP is seeking to undermine
the MDM's agenda of meaningtul economic,
social and political change,

Advocate Dullah Omar summed this up:
“The role of the DP isto make South Africa safe
for big capital and imperialist interests.”

The argument that strategic intervention is
possible 15 ruled out as tallacious. Rather than
co-opting from within, change comes from
mass pressures from outside parliament

In line with this argument, the Western Cape
forum adopted a clear line on participation —
none whatsoever

The call for a boycott extends to all who
consider themselves part of the MDM and rules
out membership of the DP or assistance for any
DP candidate, no matter how sympathetic

Instead, the MDM will concentrate on work
ing on campaigns around key sites of struggle
including houwsing, education, unemployment
and the Labour Relations Amendment Act

many constitutional problems would be solved
He doesn't really have a very good grip on the
political factors at work in South Africa today ™

At this stage, Gagiano said, it was extremely
difficult to make any predictions on the ouwt-
come of the elections for the white House of
Assembly. But he said that the results of his
latest survey had given him some pointers to-
wards the support that the various parties com-
mand with Stellenbosch students. It has been
said on many occasions that Stellenbosch is a
microcosm of white South Africa.

Voting tor the DP could therefore mean
voting for any one of three positions held by its
leaders

Many politicians and political scientists
therefore have a keen interest in the results of
Cagiano's surveys which are conducted every
year among some 500 students to test their
political views. Drawing from these surveys
Cagiano has some interesting observations to
make abouwt the coming elections in the House
of Assembly.

“The latest results of my survey don't really

‘The call for a boycott (in
the Western Cape) extends
to all who consider them-
selves part of the MDM
and rules out membership
of the DP or assistance for
any DP candidate no
matter how sympathetic’

Direct impact

“Members of the MDM need to use their time
and energy to build around the MDM cam-
paigns to be launched in the next months. We
also need to prepare for the Mamibian elec-
tions which have a direct impact upon South
Africa,” Omar said.

“The objective of the campaigns is to build
our structures and organisations into a power-
ful factor capable of preventing the imposition
of any settlement scheme which British Prime
Minister Marparet Thatcher might come up
with later this year.”

Fhe boycott decision does not mean the
MDM has ruled out the tactic of exploiting
divisions in the ranks of the government,

That option remains open but a strong con-
cern is that there should not be the kind of
approach which creates confusion, such as that
which reigned during the municipal elections
last yvear, when some whites voted while others
did not

Also still open s the option of alliances
around single issues,

In the case of a lan Van Eck or a Pierre
Cronje, the MDM sees its way clear to co-
operate with them around issues such as the
Matal vialence or the conflict in Khavelitsha.

(With acknowledgement to South)

Mr Gagiano
.. . No real
difference
between
Worrall and
the NP

show any significant shift in the voting patterns
of 1987. Except, maybe, that the NP is losing
support among the English-speaking students
Twenty-seven per cent of these students sup-
ported the Mats in the previoos election, but
that is down to 18.8 per cent now.”

Cagiano ascribes this to the “Woarrall tactor”
“Woarrall is an English-speaking Nat. He is con-
servative enough to attract the English Mats,
he explained

But his surveys also show that Afrikaner
support for the NP is slowly dwindling. “Since
the previous election the NPs suppart among
Afrikaans students has dropped from 71 per
cent to about 64 per cent

Cagiano wamed that these results did not
necessarily imply an increase in the DP's sup-
port among the students. “Afrikaans students
breaking away from the NP usually don't imme-
diately align themselves with a new political
party. They first move into a political apatheti-
cal position,” he said.

“The result of the election will greatly be in-
fluenced by the skill with which they can woo
the disatfected MNationalists into their kraal’

Gagiano also believes that the whole momen-
tum of the “pive FW a chance” feeling among
voters could have a negative effect on suppart
tor the DP. “It is possible that many students
and even some academics who took flight from
the NP in 1987 might be willing to give the NP
yet another chance. One of the biggest reasons
for the breakaway from the party in 1987 was
the style of leadership in the NP — with the
way in which P.W. Botha steered the ship. FW
15 being touted as a pragmatist, as someone
whao will be more open and approachable. They
see him as a more rational political decision
maker, more civilised and less rude than his
-IJT'.'FI{'CEE-'EU'F -

Cagiano mentioned another factor that will
boost the NP. “Now that FW has ‘taken over’
the perception exists within the white com-
munity that FW is in control of the state and its
power instruments and that he is therefore well
placed to go ahead with reform,”

“The international community is also giving
FW a chance. They are creating some space for
him in which to manoeuvee, That space is also
going to be used by the NP to encourage whites
to vote tor him,” Gagiano predicted

But nearly two months remain betore voters
2o to the polls — or stay away. A lot can still
happen in those two months, and as Cagiano
said, at this stage it is extremely ditficult to
make any predictions about the elections

® Pierre de Vos works in the publications section of
1DASA,
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() UNTAG

The sight of the burly Kosie Pretorius, leader of
the Matwonal Party of South West Africa, quietly
waiting in a back seat in a lecture hall of the
University of Namibia for the eloguent Prof
Fanuel Tpngaete to fimsh his speech, some
how commented on the emancipation of
Africa’s last colony

A mere two decades ago when Pretorius's
party ruled the “gebied” Prof Tingaete — being
a black man — would probably not even have
been allowed in the hall. Now the white Afri
kaner leader, having arrived a little early for his
appointment, was quite satisfied to give his
fellowecountryman the chance to inform an
IDASA delepation on the economic situation
tacing the soon to be independent Namibia

The IDASA group consisted of 27 members,
mostly up and coming voung businessmen and
academics from varnous backgrounds and
diverse political persuasions, capably led by
1DASA's Wayne Mitchell and André Faaiman
(At least one UDF member included; also a
member of the Mational Party. ) Windhoek was
the first stop-over of a tour that would even-
tually lead them to Zimbabwe, in the last year
of its tirst decade of independence, and ulti
mately to Zambia, temporary home of a said
5 000 South African exiles waiting to return to
an own liberated country

The shift in the balance of political power
over the past decade was even more graphic-
ally illustrated the next day, July 5, when a
local newspaper reported that Pretorius had
secretly visited Swapo's office in Windhoek to
et a copy of the liberation movement’s elec-
tion manifesto. The self-proclaimed leader of
the country’s 70 000 whites was treated to a
cup of tea and handed an autopraphed copy of
the manitesto by the recently returned Swapo
leader, Hage Geingob

Pretorius and Thngaste were but two of a
range of internal politicians, academics, jour-
nalists and umion, church and business leaders
who, through the pood offices of the local
facilitators, the Namibian Peace Plan Contact
and Study Croup (NPP 435), were to address
the [DASA delepation over a period ol four
days

If Pretorius was the embodiment of a nostal
gic white past, the dyvnamic Ben Ulenga as
secretany-general of the Minewaorkers Union of
Mamibia {MLUM) was certainly representative
of the growing expectations of his country’'s
hlack work force Ulenga, a trained PLAN
fighter, had served a number of yvears on
Robben Island before peacetully taking up the
cauwse of the “socialist revolution”, Pressed by
the delegation on his views of Swapo's policy
of a mixed economy, Ulenga insisted that the

With Untag...thegroup
receives a briefing from
chief Untag spokesman
Cedric Thornberry.

FRONTLINE ¢

A chron

expect

From an atmosphere of excited expectation in Windhoek to

the more sober mood of Harare — and on to meet estranged

compatriotsin Lusaka. In July, IDASA took 27 young business

people and academics on a tour of our neighbouring states

to look at political and economic developments in those

countries. CHRIS LOUW reports

MUMN would be quite prepared to operate in
the political framework provided by the libera-
tion movement should it come to power after
the November elections for a Constituent
Assembly. ( He doesn’t doubt that Swapowill.)

The MUM have adopted a resolution support-
ing Swapo during the elections. Some |DASA
delegates had their doubts about the relevance
of a trade union under a party that itself claims
to be the “party of the workers”

vehicles with their white number plates actually
seem to outnumber Untag personnel, There is
a sense of expectation n the air self-conie
dence amongst T-shin-wearing Swapo sup-
porters; apprehension amongst white business-
en.

Dirk Mudge, for so long the Great White
Hope. talks about the politics of opposition, © A
Swapo government joind Never, not even it
they offered me the job of minister of finance.”

LY AN

L

But these are problems for the futere. The
Windhoek of today is both an exciting and an
excited city: high-rnise buildings spring up like
mushrooms, house prices have gone crazy;
hotels are overcrowded with strangers; Untag

ABOVE: In Windhoek . . Mamibian
workers outside the offices of the
MNamibian Union of Mineworkers,
RIGHT: InHarare . .. at the Zimbabwean
Parliament, the tour group with parlia-
mentarians, including the Speaker, Mr
Didimus Matasa (fourth from right), and
Mrs Amina Hughes, Minister of Transport
(right).




TATES TOUR

logy of
ations

Although the technical details of a country
m transition were fully prososded by both the
Admunmairator-Ceneral, Adv Lous Pwnaar, and
a senu delegation of Untag léd by Cedne
Thormnberry, the real impact of the human
drama was only realised when a group of seven
of the IDASA delegation weretaken to a refuges
camp at Débra, just outside Windhoex.

After 22 years of bloody war nearly 10 000
iefugees have returned from neighbouring
countries to their mother land, their return
made possible by the implementation of Re
solution 435 of the United MNations. At Dobra
they are being looked after by the Roman
Catholic Church supported by Untag The pre
vailing sense of being lost, of waiting for some
thing to happen, of not bewng in control of thew
own dewting brought the tragedy of the South
ern African conflict painfully home

Froam & COuntry in transition to a country
faced with what could be desonbed as the
harsh realities of post-independence trauma
Harare, in all its colonial splendour, 15 still the
beautiful spacious city that Salisbury in the
“good old Rhodesian days” used to be. And yes
— we do meet old Smithie; old and pale and
grey and just a little bit shaky, but ever the
defiant lan Smith of "néver in a thousand
years”. In the last yvear alone of his war, so
businessman and political analyst Eddie Cross
informs us, no less than 15000 people were
killed most of them blacks. The lan Smith of
today, so much frailer than Koske Pretonus in
samibia s an anachronsm that s still tole
rated i a country which failed to compietety
fulfi its promise of a soCialsl revolution

Comrade Tsvangaral secretany-general of the
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions, s a
resenvied compeer of his flamboyant counter
part in the MUN. Unlike the extrovented Ulenga
he has been grinded to the point ol conserva
tism by almost a decade of scientific socialism

In Lusaka
general Thomas Nkobe talks with Hannes Senekal of a financial institution In
Cape Town.

Tsvangarai makes no secret of the sconomic
and judicial constraints under which his trade
unions labour. But there is no doubting his
lovalty to the systiem being forged under the
respiected leadership of President Kobert Mo
e

In Zimbabwe the Cold Comiort Farm Trust
are our hosts; the welcoming party conssling
of West German oifiven Helmut Orbon and
Aomebet sy Mbwk woinger brother and lookahke
ol ancother Mbeka. 8 0 ompatnod Jwailing us in
neighbounng Zambia

We are introduced to people like business-
man and government critic Willie Musararnwa;
parliamentary Speaker Didimus Matasa; mem-
bers of the wealthy but griping Afrikaner Tarm-
ing community in Bindura; Western and Eastern
diplomats; clergymen and local academics
under the leadership of Rob Davies ol the
department ol economics at the Liniversity of
Zimbabwe

It = soon Clear that Fimbabses s a country
with many problems. Bot it is also clear that
there B a collectiee will 1o tackle These prob-
lems . nme yean of peace have not extmgurshen
the pnde ot a hard-won independence. In par-
liament a white member of Zanu-PF, Andre
Holland, tells us that the attitude of lormer
Rhodesians are changing slowly. Himsell an
old Rhodie, a member of Smith's Rhodesian
Front, Holland incites intense displeasure from
temale parliamentarians with a chauvinistic
slip-up: “Whites are beginning to realise that
they can't keep on moaning like old women
they should join the party

A veteran of the bush war, Ndana Moudo
sy, tells of the dsiliysonmeant with the
Larc aster MHowse Agreement We Tell we were
bemng sold out 'We wanted to take Salishury
wilh guns Dlarmg ™ ~Sdana was a goermiia
instructor o Mo armbegue guring the Last epnt
yvears of the war. She s a petite worman, only 34
yvears old. When she lett home to take up arms
she must have bisen a girl of 16, Eight years in
the bush, sleeping on the ground night after
night with a heavy AK 47 clinched between the
legs

Just before wir leave Tar Zambyia we hear that
President P.W, Botha and Mr Nelson Mandela

Alfred Nzo, secretary general of the ANC, and ANC treasurer

had met for talks at Tuynhuis. Our war can still
be avolded, we think despondently as we head
for our meeting with members of the ANC in
Lusaka. It is like meeting old tnends. There s
Steve Tabmwete with s o ustomarny pipe | canetul
now — he may not be quoted at home, being
by the government). there s Euth
Mormpats, B3 yvears okl one of thres wormsen if
the national esecutive council of the South
Afrwan liberatoon mosvement, and Penued S
duna (the fiery one) and Tom Selana with a
hat like Fred Astaire (also “listed™, despite the
innocent lambovance); and oubaas Alfred
Wi Eodwin Mahitse: Fola Skhweyviva (the clisver
one); Max Sisulu (father Walter in Pollsmoor
maother Albertina and brother fwelakhe e
siricted); Pallo Jordan (cynical, sharp as evier

and “listed™): Lindehwe Mabandla with his
posh English accent; serious young Monde
Kike On the last night the imperturbable
Thabo Mbelks appears 1o say “hello

lrspecd

Thiey say there are 5 000 South Afncan exiles
| ing in £ ambiz. The ones we maet all want to
go home. We talk. We laugh There are aluo
serious discussions: the armed struggle, the
economy; local povermment, a Tuture politxcal
syistem. We eal together. | The evenings wi
drink and joke topether

After two days the “passport-carrying South
Africans” leave for the airport to go home
Ihose without passports stay behind

In Zimbabwe the voung and beautiful Ndana,
toughened by eight years of bush war, had ex-
claimed with some amazement: “We never
had any discussions with whites beolne or
liberation ™~ Bven up totoday, she said, the only
whites with whom she had ever discussed
politics, apart from Europeans. were thoss
brought by IDASA from Souwth Atnica

We are utterly exhausted when we land at
Jan Smuts, in oy weather. It has been a long
but satsfactory journey: a chronology of per
haps unattainable expectations, of moditied
but happy realism, of joyful reunion with
estranged compatriots in another land. Yot
somehow a sense of pending tragedy |:lﬂ'1.-'-ll|.‘-

B Chris Louw is a journalist with Die Suid-Afrikaan




Selling the BIG LIE

Bureau spends
R33mtocreate
SA paradise
— Onh paper

By ANTHONI VAN NIEUWKERK

For many peaple, the deepening political crisis
in South Africa is a constant source of dis-
cussion and analysis. Publications that focus
an basic facts and figures about this country
are therefore always in demand. A number of
excellent sources, such as the Survey by the
South African Institute for Race Relations, and
even the “apartheid barometer” by the Weekly
Mail, provide one with much needed informa-
tion. Few people, however, are aware of a
freely available “official version™, which is
doing the rounds.

The problem with some of these official
publications is that instead of providing one
with statistics, they often lapse into defending
the indefensible. Anyonewhaoseriously studies
the contents of the Bureau for Information’s
This is South Africa, must be forgiven for
believing this country is paradise. The Bureau
informs us that South Africa, situated between
East and West and therefore of considerable
strategic importance to the West, is a stable,
democratic country with a remarkable econo-
mic output. Social structures are based upon
natural racial segregation, and the economy
upon a free-market system. Protected by the
maost powerful defence force on the continent,
South Africa is a lucrative investment field for
foreigners. Regrettably, sanctions and dis-
investment efforts brought about misguided
and distorted perceptions. Due to South Africa’s
vibrant economy, however, foreign debt repay-
ments are on schedule, and all is therefore not
lost.

Before discussing some of the book's more
glaring propaganda efforts, half<truths and
misrepresentation of facts, a brief description
of the book's aim and that of its publishers will
seive to put its contents in context. This is
South Africa describes its aim as “the provision
of concise information on the more important
aspects of the RSA, its peoples and their
achievements”. The book's authors and pub-
lishers, the Bureau for Information, have similar
aims. Launched four years ago, it tries to “foster
a positive attitude towards the RSA™Y. One of its
(many) functions entails "enlightening the
community on government policy, national
achievements and problems™. In its efforts to
disseminate government propaganda, the
Bureau spends about R33-million annually. Its
head office and 13 regional offices put out 10
regional newspapers, several glossy magazines
and more than 35 million other publications.

The booklet is divided into 24 sections and
seems to follow the layout of the much larger,
official South African Yearbook. By reading
the booklet, one is immediately struck by the
total commitment of its authors to the official
apartheid ideology. The apartheid mentality
oozes from every page and section, making the
reading an almost vulgar affair. The reader is
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South Africa . as the Bureau of
Information sees it.

sp0n told that since it is a natural process, all
Saouth Africans prefer segregation, and that
government policy merely reflects this tradi-
tion. One is also struck by the large number of
myths and blatant half-truths contained in this
little book. Some of these include:

# South Africa is a stable democracy
Ihe publication uncrtically assumes that South
Africa had been ruled by a democratic govern-
ment for decades. In recent times, the present
government had sought to “broaden demo-
cracy substantially at all levels”, This had
resulted in the adoption of the present tri-
cameral parliament which, if yvou believe the
Bureau, was accepted with enthusiasm by all
South Africans. According to the booklet, the
most important issue which remains to be
resolved is the inclusion of blacks on central
governmental level. The government is there-
fore committed to a “negotiated settlement”
and “demaocratic power sharing with blacks”.
This version of South Africa’s recent political
history can be challenged on several grounds.
The imposition of the tricameral system led to
the biggest organised resistance against apart-
heid ever. For the booklet, the United Demo-
cratic Front — formed in 1983 in direct reaction
to white South Africans’ acceptance of the new
constitution — doesn't exist. It is never men-
tioned. Subsequent events, in particular the
violent unrest of 1984 — 1986, combined with
massive state repression, are examples of
momentous historical events which for the
booklet, also don't exist. The entire history of

the African MNational Congress and the Pan
Africanist Congress is reduced to one para
graph which mentions the Sharpeville incident,
“in which a few young policemen besieged by
large numbers of blacks, opened fire killing 69
of the mob”.

& History starts with Jan van Riebeeck

The section dealing with history, written from
an Afrikaner nationalist perspective, is totally
unsuited for a publication of this kind. In its
narrow, sectarian form, it upholds several
myths. The first is that this country’s history
started in 1652, Nothing before then is deemed
important. Black historical events are limited
to a short description of Shaka and Dingaan’s
“reign of terror”. Another myth reproduced
here is the belief that fourdecades of apartheid
rule is part of the inevitability of historical
development. The booklet explains: “The new
(1948) government proceeded to give statutory
force to the natural racial segregation which
had always been part of the South African
tradition”.

¢ The infernational community can do their

damndest

The section on “foreign relations” reads like a
fairy tale. The reader is informed that “South
Africa’s foreign policy is based on her commit-
ment to seek world peace in association with
all peace-loving peoples and countries”, Fur-
thermore, “as an African state, the overriding
consideration is her own interests and the
interests of her fellow African neighbours,
particularly those in Southern Africawhere her
destiny lies”. Having dealt with Africa, the
booklet points out that South Africa (read South
African government) is currently experiencing
some minor problems with the international
community, It tells us, rather smugly, “as for
the rest of the world, despite sustained attempts
to isolate South Africa internationally, she is
still a member of many specialised intemational
agencies”.

The arrogant tone with which the inter-
national community is dismissed, almost as if
it is not important to this country, is frighten-
ing. One is reminded of the words of the South
African representative at the United Nations,
who, in 1987, invited the international com-
munity “to do their damndest”. The South
African government now has to deal with
exactly that.

Enforced isolation is therefore an outstand-
ing feature of South Africa’s international
position. To demonstrate the extent to which
South Africa has been alienated, consider the
following examples:

— In 1985, South Africa had ambassadors in
only 16 per cent of the states belonging to
the UN. Only one internationally recog-
nised black state, Malawi, maintains diplo-
matic links with this country.

= Mo South African prime minister since
Smuts (in 1946) has visited either the United
States or the United Mations.

— Mo other national economy is today sub-
jected to so much intemational political
pressure as South Africa.

— Mo other pariah state is as isolated as South
Africa in the military field.

— Socio-cultural isolation affects South Atri-
can sport, cultural, and academic inter-
changes. South Africa has today an official
cultural agreement with only Paraguay



s All are equal before the law

A third area of gross misrepresentation occurs

under the section entitled ©Justice”. Because

of its narmow, “legalistic” approach, the reader

s never allowed to consider the impact of the

much abused South African legal system on

the wider political struggle within the country
instead. we are told the South African Police

“is a paramilitary national organisation whose

functions are 1o preserve the internal security

of the Republic, mantain law and order, pre-
vent crime and investigate offences”. Similarly,
the primary aim of the South African Prisons

Service is “the protection of the community

against a threat from criminals who are in prison

under legal authority on account of their
criminality”. When one considers the state’s
repressive behaviour especially under the State
of Emergency, the latter “definition” reads like

a sick joke. The harsh reality with which most

of aparthewd’s opponents have to cope, include

— The gradual erosion, under aparthesd. of
ndividual nghts

— Absence of the rule of law, habeas corpus,
and related aspects of a sound legal system.

— The perception that the courts are unable
to advance, defend or protect rights be
cause they act as the direct agents of the
apartheid state.

— The existence of political trials, which seeks
to punish those who challenge the existence
of the South African state or who seek to
mobilise resistance on a significant scale. It
alo aims at deterring others who might
contemplate such activities

» Capitalism creates wealth

If the Bureau is to be beleved. South Africansa

highly successful example ol capitalsm. The

booklet boldly proclaims that apart from a

high inflation rate (which is “receiving urgent

attention”), South Africa remains one of the
cheapest countries to live in, It turthermore
claims that the South African economy is based
on private enterprise and ownership and a free-
market system. The country is therefore by far
the most highly developed on the African
continent, and serves as the economic main-
stay ol the subcontinent

While some of these extravagant claims
might in fact be true, the Bureau skilfully
neglects to inform the reader of the other halt
of the picture That includes

— In no other country n Africa s the contrast
between wealth and poverty as stark as in
South Africa. On average, whites eamn
between three and four times as much as
blacks,

— According to Operation Hunger, as many
as 1,5 million people are on the verge of
starvation. Some rural hospitals report as
many as 60 hunger-related deaths a month
The 1981 to 1985 infant mortality rate
(number of deaths per 1 000 infants) in
rural areas were 12 for whites, 20 for Indians,
&6 for “coloureds™ and between 100 and
115 fowr Africans

— Black unemployment could range between
frve and six million

How many people still belweve that aparthesd,
or the new improved version, s the answer to
the country's ills? This s South Africa could be
viewoed as a rather weak attempt at brainwash-
ing, were it not that this glossy product is prob-
ably finding its way to hundreds ot unsuspect-
ing persons. By distributing these pie-in-the-
sky fantasies, the Bureau for Information is
adding to the deeping of the political crisis in

South Africa

O Anthon win Seeuwh etk /6 rewesrch officer with the
SA Iratitute of International Affair

ECONOMY

Going for growth — while
redistributing the cake

Some measure of wealth redistribution is in-
evitable and necessary in a post-apartheid
economy. However this would need to be done
without damaging growth prospects. This was
the consensus among speakers at a seminar on
the economic implications of the African
National Congress’ Constitutional Guidelines
held in Durban on 28 june 1989 As one of the
delegates so aptly stated, “One can’t distribute
wealth if you dont create it™

The seminar was hosted joantly by the depart-
ments of economics and industrial sociologists
at the University of Natal in Durban, and IDASA
It was attended by business people, academics,
trade unionists and members of related deve-
lopment and research agencies,

Prof Mike McGrath, head of the economics
department at the Natal University in Pieter-
maritzburg and expert on the subject of income
and wealth distribution, spoke of the vast dis-
parities in wealth distnbution as a consequence
of apartheid social and economic policies

Companng South Africa with economies of
a similar level of development. he said it should
be expected to have a relatively hegh level of
income inequality. However, the added effects
of the racial segmentation of the labour market
had led w0 a situation where in 1975 South
Africa displayed a greater degree of ineguality
in income distribution than, “any economy for
which family or household income data is avail-
able”. The situation worsened dramatically
between 1946/7 and 1970, and income dis-
parities are still worse than the 1946/7 levels.

Since 1960 economic growth has ensured
higher wage rates for black people in employ-
ment. however at the same time the level of
black unemployment and underemployment
has ncreased  This dispanty reflects iself in
growng mcome inequalities between rural and
urban areas

According to McGrath, in the mad-1970s 30%
of Afnican households in the metropolitan areas
fell below their poverty line income. In the
black states 62'% of the population and inwhite
rural areas 74% of blacks were living in poverty.
By contrast only 4% of whites were in poverty
at the same time,

The consequence of this history of income
inequalities together with constitutional con-
straints of the rights of blacks to own capital
has left us with a situation where the distnbu-
tion of personal wealth was such that 5% of the
population owned BB of personal wealth.

Mr Tami Mhlomi. repional secretary of
COSATU spoke about the ANC Constitutsonal
Guwdelines and the Freedom Charter on which
it is based. He endorsed the call for a “mixed
economy in which a private sector, a public
sector, and a co-operative sector of the eco-
nomy should exist alongside one another.”

He stated that all South Africans had partici-
pated in the generation of the country's wealth,
vet due to apartheid policies this had been un-
equally allocated in favour of whites. He there-
fore believes there would have to be a re-
allocatoin of these resources. In particular he
called for an intensive investment in housing
and education to meet black needs

He guestioned the capacity of the private
sector to meet these needs entirely of its own
accord and repeated the call for the nationalisa-
tion of key economic institutions alongside a
range of other redistributive measures designed
to boost the economic power of the post apart-
heid state. He argued that due to past inequal-
ities it would not be sufficient for a non-racial
democratc state to create equal opportunites
The state would have to intervene in the
economy to attain the wealth necessary to
meet the promses of the Freedom Charter

Dr Ronald Bethlehem, group economic con-
sultant for Johannesburg Consolidated Invest-
ments said that in the cument international
climate it was unhelpful to be caught up in a
sterile debate between “capitalist” and “social-
ist” options for the future of the country. With-
in both systems the trend was towards a greater
market orientation

He said that South Africa’'s economy was
faced with contradictory needs. On the one
hand there was a need to pursue a labour 1nten-
sive approach to cope with the presently high
levels of unemployment and the continual
stream of new work seekers. On the other hand
greater capital intensity would be needed to
improve the country’s COMPELItveness in inter-
national markets

Dr Bethlehem ...
business must re-
move need for
punitive redistribu-
tion in future

D¢ Bethlehem said he believed the onus
rested on the business community to remove
the need for future punitive redistribution. He
advocated a strategy of “black economic em-
powerment” as the basis of black exploitation
had been relative black economic weakness
Two problems to be confronted in this regard
were that blacks would be suspicious that this
approach was a “technique to divert people
from political freedom™. On the other hand
whites might fear that increased black econo-
mx power would amount to a “depowerment”
of whites

Mr Peter Corbett of the department of eco-
nomics at the University of Natal in Durban
read a paper prepared in conjunction with Pro-
fessor Cavin Maasdorp of the same depart-
ment and Professor Ani Sitas, head of industrial
and labour studies in the sociology depart-
ment, This paper drew on the experiences of
other countries to look at the implications of
proposals for wealth redistribution

Professor Maasdorp’s contribution analysed
the types of economic reforms occurring in
Eastern Europe as these centrally planned eco-
nomies (CPE) move towards more decentra-

To Page 13
n



REGIONAL FOCUS

Johannesburg women listen to the experiences of
women who had discussions with the ANC.

Women keen to
hear of ANC visit

Almaost 200 women crowded into
a lohannesburg hotel room in
june to hear Maud Motanyane
and Irma Xenopoulos talk about
IDASA'S women's conference in
Harare

This was the second luncheon
torum of “Women Facing the
Future Together” organised by the
lohannesburg office of IDASA

“We were overwhelmed by the
response,” said Johannesburg
director, Liesel Maude. “South
Africans are beginning to realise
that the demise of Nationalist rule
is inevitable and are keen to find
out about the experiences of other
southem African countries who
have undergone change.

“They are also no longer pre-
pared to accept without guestions
the view of the South African
government about the ANC and
want to find out from people who
have met them first hand,” said
Maude,

Both speakers made mention
of the Zimbabwean government's
attempts to reconcile blacks and
whites in the aftermath of the war
Motanyane, who is the editor of
Tribute magazine, guoted Zim-
habwe MP Sheilavan Reenenwho
paid “everlasting credit to the
government, that in spite of my
politics 1'was accepted intoparlia-
ment without a single harsh word.”

Mrs Van Heenen said she was
prepared to be reconciliatory de-
spite the fact that her 15-year-old
daughter was killed towards the
end of the war,

Xenopoulos, of Women for
Feace in Johannesburg, guoted
another white Zimbabwean wo-
man who said that the war was
unavoidable because “too many
of us were trying to prevent the
future instead of preparing for it™.

The ANC's attitude towards
sanctions and violence was the
subject of many guestions after
the talks. “Soft targets is not ANC
policy or ANC terminology,” re-
iterated Xenopoulos.

Picking up on the problems that
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the Zimbabwean women pointed
to about women’s rights in post-
independence Zimbabwe, one
speaker from the floor called on
South African women to send
letters to the South African Law
Commission before the end of
August, to respond to their pro-
posals for a Bill of Rights.

“Tell the Law Commission what
parts vou support and what parts
you do not. Unless the rights of
women are protected, you can
tear it up and throw it away,” the
speaker said

“What can we do{"” was a con-
stant gquestion from the floor, We
need to get as many people as
possible to start preparing for the
future, instead of running away
from it, was the message from
both Xenopoulos and Motanyane

“We need to be talking to our
families, friends, our work col-
leagues and in our organisations
about the need to accept the in-
evitable of majority rule,” they

Sl Lisa Seftel
Transvaal Regional Co-ordinator

IDASA's resource
centre in PE
fulfils need

“Where can | get information on
health and safety in the steel in-
dustry? What do the trade unions
think about this matier? Who can
[ speak to about 12"
or
“What do Xhosa women feel about
life inurban areas? How have their
customs changed? Where can |
read more about this?”
These are the sort of questions
that get asked at the Porn Eliza-
beth Resource and Information
Centre. Whether vou need the
latest contribution to the sanc-
tions debate, a video or Aids in
South Africa, or the April edition
of Die Swid-Afrikaan, the Resource
Centre will try and tind it for yvou.
The centre, opened at IDASA's
Port Elizabeth office in January
this yvear, provides a service for
organisations and individuals in

GILL DE VLIEG

the area who are looking for
sources of information which they
cannot find elsewhere. The centre
subscribes to a number of South
African newspapers and journals,
has a limited library of books, and
a collection of articles and videos
for loan. Some of the subjects
covered in the centre’s material
are education in South Africa,
women, culture, health, politics,
history, and southern African
countries. While the material in
the centre is not exhaustive, and
aims to provide a broad overview
of the South African situation, the
staff of the centre will try and
provide references to other mate-
rial or organisations which will
assist in providing more in-depth
information on a particular topic.

The centre also provides an
information service and will pre-
pare a “package” if requested in
advance — for example, a list of
suggested speakers on a particu-
lar topic, or a collection of articles
on alternative education. The
video library is proving to be ex-
tremely popular, and it is hoped
to expand this service in the
future. One other aspect of the
centre’s work is the collection of
information specifically related to
the Eastern Cape, and it is hoped
that this will be compiled into a
series of “Eastern Cape Briefings”
in the future.

Teenagers want
more contact

The vastly different lifestyles and
experiences of South Africans of
the same age group were clearly
in evidence when a non-racial
group of high school pupils visited
Cape Town in July on a project
visit initiated by the Race Rela-
tions and Leadership Initiative
(Rali).

A day programme, including a
township visit, was arranged by
IDASA’s Western Cape regional
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director, Nic Borain, and regional
co-ordinator, Pro Jack.

They visited a number of town-
ships where they had the oppor-
tunity to meet with representa-
tives of the authentic leadership
of community organisations. At
KTC they saw the appalling living
conditions, and the meagre edu-
cational facilities which were the
best the residents could provide
without any assistance from any
sgurce. The poor conditions
astounded not only the white
pupils, but also the black pupils
in the group.

They were taken through a re-
settlement area in Khayelitsha
and also met with the Township
Students’ Congress{ Tosco)in Gu-
guletu.

The following snatches from
the conversations of the town-
ship pupils and the visiting stu-
dents after the KTC visit are en-
lightening:

So-called coloured pupil: Why
don't people forget about the
government and improve their
conditions, because this has no-
thing to dowith the government.

Pupils from Thembisa: We can-
not expect people to improve
their situation when they don't
have proper education facilities
ar money.

So-called coloured pupil: Well,
we need to change people’s atti-
tudes so that we can accept one
another as human beings, We are
of different colour and cultures
and that won't change.

Township pupil: Yes, | agree
with yvou and we must also under-
stand that culture is not static.

The pupils felt that it would be
of benefit if they were to spend
more time in the townships. They
felt it would be good for them to
spend a day and night in a town-
ship

Pro Jack
Western Cape Regional
Co-ordinator
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Pro Jack briets members of the American Plowshares
group during a township visit in Cape Town.




PROFILE

The people’s man of God

After half a century in the priesthood, Arch-
bishop Denis Hurley's commitment to achiev-
ng justice, unravelling apartheid, assisting its
victims and making the ¢ hurc h's work relevant
o South Afrca 5 a3 sStrong as ever

The Most Reverend Denis Eugene Hurley
the Roman Catholic Archbshop of Durban, Ba
busy man. Accepting only a handful of the
many mvitatons he recenves from intermabonal
organisations. he makes frequent tnps over
soas and travels the length and tweadth of
South Africa

His rare days at home are spent catching up
with what he desonbes 24 “endless better wnit-
mg . several appointments, usually with town-
ship people who are facing vanous difficulbes,
or perhaps prepanng a homily, and spending
hours on perfecting its presentation after it s
translated into Zulu, a language he admits he is
not fluent in.

Democracy in Action managed to snatch a
few moments of the archbishop's time — in
between him settling Durban’s streetchildren,
who have been turted out of their city building,
into an old Catholic school, and a trip to
Weenen where he held a service for 28 evicted
farmworkers' families who had been living on
the roadside for three weeks

When he speaks, it is with deep compassion:
“It breaks yvour heart when you see what is
done to poor, defenceless people. And the
perpetrators claim they do it in the name of the
Lord.”

His quiet dignity and humble yet strong
presence belies his ferocity as an outspoken
critic of apartheid and his continued highlight-
ing of the plight of victims of forced removals,
detentions and deprivation

His work has not escaped the eyves of author-
ties. As early as the 19408, he was charped with
making a “talse statement” conCeming atroci
ties by a para-military police unit in Namibia
He was acquitted when the prosecutor an-
nounced that the charge was based on n-
Sccyurate ntormaiuon

More recently, 0 1987, Archbishop Horley
was awarded R25 000 in damages in a suat for
malicious prosecution against the Mmister of
Law and Order It followed charges against him
under the Police Act for making allegatbons
abowt the actions of the Kosvoet police counter-
msurgency unit in Namibua

.. IDASA treats
the white survival syndrome.

Archbishop Hurley

Also in 1987, Law and Order spokesman Leon
Mellet hastily denied Archbishop Hurley's state-
ments that about 25 000 people were being
held in detention

He has indeed come a long way since he tirst
felt the calling during his Childhood days on
Robben Island, where his Irish father was a
lighthouse keeper

After matriculating at the Marist Brothers
College in Pietermaritzburg, Archbishop Hurley
entered the Novitiate of Oblates of Mary
Immaculate in Ireland in 1932, He studied in
Rome, abtaining licentiates in philosophy and
theology, and was ordained as a priest on July
9. 1939

On his return to South Africa, he served as
curate at Durban's Emmanuel Cathedral until
1943, and at Pietermaritzburg’s 5t loseph’s
Scholasticate of Oblates of Mary Immaculate
until 1946, He was named Vicar Apostolic of
Natal in late 1946, and the next year became
omne of the youngest men to be ordamed as a
bishop. From 1951, he served the temtory as
Archbishop of Durban. He has twice been presi-
dent of the Southern Atrican Catholic Bishops
Conference. and is still active in its Justice and
Peace Commission. He was appointed a mem-
ber of the central preparatory commission of
the Central Vatican Council in 19%1 and has
served on several religious commissons

Arc hbrshop Hurley was appointed as a mem-
ber of IDASA’s board of directors in 1987, He
does not hesitate when asked why he chose to
become involved with IDASA

WMOMAE REDDY

“| was impressed by the objectives and pur-
poses of IDASA’s two founders, Frederik van
Zyl Slabbert. and Alex Boraine | was impressed
by the people they are and by thew intentions
o educate South Africans 1o accept the changes

which will come. hopetully in peace

“It's a huge undertaking Tackling the ‘social
survival syndrome’ of white South Afncans,
their hanging on to power and privilege, is a

noble and difticult task

Although Archbirshop Hurley contesses that

his brimming sc hedule leaves him little time

(]

become a8 Tully mvoheed m IDASA a8 e would

like to be, e approves of the “very practic
way i which the institute s carmyng out
task — and its results

al
its

“The institute believes strongly in the method
of encounter, of exposing people 1o the realitwes
of Africa and to new social expeniences. IDASA
it petting people 1o tace the facts and accept

change.”

The archbishop does not believe that the NP
leadership is facing up to facts with their new

“reform” package. | would like to know
these leaders have the real transtormation

if
of

South African society in sight, or if they are just
trying to pull the wool over our eyes by calling

marginal change reform.”

And he should know. Archhishop Hurley's
achievements are many: he has astring of hon-
orary doctorates in law, literature, social
sciences, humane letters and sacred theology
from bath local and international universities

The city of Durban bestowed upon him

civic honours in 1972, and in 1975, Fran
enrolled him in the Legion of Honour

Ce

In Durban in 1976, he tounded Diakonia, an
ecumenmnical agency for social concern, and he

was president of the South African Institute

ol

Race Relations in the 190, “in the days when
it was the most active and liberal agency™ His
hope s that South African churches will be

come more active n endeavours parallel
IDASA's

o

“Sowmwe Churches already have wome

very helpful and productive programmees, such

as the Anglicans’ Partners in Mission and t
Roman Catholics' Pastoral
gramme

he

Planming pro-

For Archbishop Hurley, politics means the
ethics of social and working lite and of social

relations. And in that field, his dedicatson
his task as a bishop n tireless

to

Meeting welfare
goals by economic

empowerment
From Page 11

lised decision-making and resource allocation
thn‘_}u“H a market system

He concluded by arguing that in the context
of moves in the CPE's, "it would be most in-
advisable for a post-apartheid government to
become preaccupied with issues such as
nationalisation of enterprises and land. The
welfare goals would be more effectively

met if the state were 1o concern itself wath
black economic empowerment; that is. with
raning the share of the black majority in asset
ownenhip and in managenial positions; aswell
as with guarantesing eguality of access in
employment and social services, while nurtur-
ng the market as the engine of growth in an
efficient, mixed economy

He proceeded, however, to draw attention
to the limits of redistribution and urged “great
care and hard-headed, objective analysis in the
decision-making process”. He then proceeded
to outline the mechanisms a future state could
employ to redistribute wealth and incomes.

In his closing summary after a lively dis-
cussion between the panel and delegates, Pro-
fessor Maasdorp said. “the seminar had been

grappling with a number of complex issues for
which there were no easy answers but that
there was an indisputable need 1o transtorm
the economy to a more just ane”. To support
from the delegates he sugpested IDASA host
further discussions on specific issues which
arose in the discussion, for example share
ownership schemes and worker participation
on company boards.
» |DASA’s Natal office is presently putting
together a seminar series entitled, Democracy
and the Waorkplace, which will address topics
such as those suggested. This programme
beging in September, Further information can
be obtained from the Natal otfice
Gary Cullen
Matal Regional Co-ordinator
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TWoO years after

Van Zyl Slabbert’s phone call
inviting me 1o Dakar was the
beginning of my most exciting
time ever on African soil. This

Dakar, the dialogue

IDASA delegates were look-
ing for South Africa for a
“hitherto unknown model of
co-existence with equal rights

was so despite the years | spent
working in “black™ Africa and
my 25 or so research trips 1o
South Africa since | first saw
the Cape of Good Hope in
1964, For in all those years | had
asked mysell, to put it in Alan
Paton s words, “that most dif-
ticult of South Africa's ques-
tions . . . what are black hopes
and what are white hopes, and
can they be hoped together?”’.

At that time of course | did
not know that my becoming a
“Dakarite’” would lead to a
situation where, within a year,
| would meet a couple of
times, in Moscow and else-
where, Soviet scholars of South-
ern African developments. But
then " Dakar” was the very best
introduction one could have
to meet outstanding specialists
like Vasili G. Solodovnikov, his
country’'s former ambassador
to Zambia during the crisis
over Southern Rhodesia, Boris
R. Asoyan, probably the top
expert on Southern Africa of
today s Soviet diplomacy, and of course
Viadimir |. Tikhomirov.

It cannot be questioned that the USSR
continues its close and very important co-
operation with both the ANC and the SACP,
It would be naive to believe that, as quite a
number of political contacts have been
developed between Pretoria and Moscow,
the Soviets will now give up probably the
only instrument they have to influence
developments in South Africa. What has
changed is, that the USSR has freed itself
from its previous ideas of a post-apartheid
South Africa that is the product of a military-
revolutionary change. The Soviets have
realised that there is no “law" that says that
the armed struggle of the ANC must lead to
the liberation movement’s ruling the new
South Africa in the name of the democratic
masses as one of sub-Saharan Africa’s many
one-party states. Living in a country with a
very heterogenous population, being aware
of the ethnic conflicts in Transcaucasia, the
Baltic republics and, latently, in Central Asia
and maybe even the Ukraine, they will under-
stand the complexity of South Africa’s situa-
tion better than many Western, particularly
North American, South Africa watchers.

Dealing with Southern African issues seems
to be a particular challenge 1o a German, be
he from the eastern or the western part of
this arbitrarily divided nation. For we know
best a policy that first plunged the world
into massive destruction and then led to the
amputation and the division of what had
remained of Germany. One of the most
lasting impressions in Dakar was that of the
possibility, and even the probability, of an
all-out civil war between MK and the AWB,
Against this background | remembered the
pitiable failure of the Western Namibia
initiative of 1977 that according 1o its fathers,
American UN Ambassador Andrew Young

continues

.y
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and West Germany s Foreign Minister Hans
Dietrich Genscher, should have led 1o a
corresponding South African initiative. The
initiators of this probably stillborn policy
were its gravediggers. as they had not
studied the Afrikaner's mentality. They
indeed thought they would have little more
than a child's play with Afrikanerdom and
succeed in bringing first Swapo, in Windhoek,
and then the ANC, in Pretoria/Kaapstad, to
power. In Dakar, for very good reasons,
there seemd to be nobody who still put
much hope in the not always good services
of Western mediation.

Listening to IDASA in Dakar one remem-
bered a question the then West German
chancellor, Helmut Schmidt, used in May
1977 to reply 10 a remark by US Vice Presidemt
Walter Mondale to the effect that the West
must do everything in its power to force
Pretoria to abolish apartheid. The question
was “and replace it with what? . Even if very
many self-styled Western experts on Southern
Africa think it 1o be obsolete, Schmidt’s
question is the key 1o solving the South
African conflict.

IDASA delegates had exactly this in mind,
when they asked Thabo Mbeki and their
other compatriots trom the ANC again and
again, what was acceptable to them: only a
unitary state? Or could they also see the new
South Africa as afederal, a consociational or
a cantonal system? What did they think of a
regional approach like the Kwazulu Natal
Indaba? Could they even think of the
founding of something as ideologically
unacceptable as a “toeviugsoord™ in the
sense of a boerestaat — an Afrikaner-lsrael?
With Egon Bahr, the leading German thinker
on foreign policy issues, the vast majority of

and special protection lor
minorities .

The ANC apparently had a
problem with such fears,
expressed also by Slabbert’s
remark, that revolutionanes
must convince whites, and
particularly Afrikaners, that
there is life beyond apartheid
What else could the ANC have
done but to reiterate its belief
in the Freedom Charter and its
vision of a non-racial democ-
ratic order in an undivided
South Africa? If white liberals
expressed these fears repeat-
edly, and sometimes in very
harsh terms (!}, how could the
ANC convince the 90 per cent
or more white South Africans
who are politically 1o the right
of the “Dakarites’"?

To overcome these fears
Oliver Tambo in a speech in
April 1986 in Bonn had pro-
fessed to the ideals of the French
and the North American revolu-

MASHID LOMBARD

tions, as he had done earlier in
November 1985 in an interview
with the Cape Times. In Dakar the ANC
confirmed its commitment to political plural-
sm. IDASA delegates who asked whether
this would include the (obvious) rights of
opposition got an ambiguous answer: there
will be pluralism within the frame of
“liberatory intolerance”. And other state-
ments were a sign of a somewhat strange
interpretation of those liberal ideals: the
ANC seeing itself as an umbrella leader and
its defining “racist” and “tribalist” group-
ings out of the nation. Does this mean, that
besides the NP, KP, HNP, AWP and very
many other Afrikaner organisations — also
the PFP, Inkatha, Azapo etc. — will be
defined out of the new nation and as a
consequence be banned? Will the free
South Alfrica go the way of today s Zim-
babwel In Dakar it was again 1o be felt, how
very deeply divided a society South Africa is.
And it is definitely not only a division
between progressive and racist forces. Pro-
bably there are two democratic political
cultures that often seem hardly 10 be
compalible
As the NP, and by no means the Dakarites,
holds power it was perfectly understandable
that the ANC in Dakar was not prepared 1o
openly discuss compromises. Furthermaore,
from the ANC's standpoint it is to be under-
stood, if the liberation movement thinks it
to be strange and inadequate that a minority
that has humiliated a majority for centuries
asks for privileges (namely safeguards) in the
new South Africa. But this point of view was
only convincing, if the South African con-
flict was not one of power politics. The West
will for a long time not be prepared to totally
isolate South Africa or even declare war on
white South Africa. And the Afrikaners will
prevent their defeat by MK [and its allies) by
using. if necessary with heinousness, all
economic and military means at their dis-
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‘Dis ons plek die, se M

Deur LOU-MARIE KRUGER

“I wish that this bus had been full of white
people from comiortable suburban areas
Magopa is a microcosm of South African history
— its present suffering dramatically illustrates
what apartheid laws have done, and continue
to do to people. The tragedy of Magopa is that
a theiving, wital, productive community has
been destroyed — far more than buiidings have
been taken from its inhabitants. I only people
could see. allow themselves to see

Dié opmerking kom van 'n Pretoraner wat deel
was van ‘n groep wat saam met IDASA in Pre-
toria op Saterdag 24 Junie die lang pad na
Magopa (tussen Ventersdorp en Koster in die
Wes-Transvaal) aangepak het. Vyf-endertig
Pretorianers het die 30 lede van die Bakwena
ba Magopa-stam — wat hulself nou weer op
Magopa pevestig het — ontmoet, en gehoor
van ‘n lang uitgerekte stryd van ‘'n gemeenskap
om hulle grond te behou.

Die Magopa-stam het die eerste van hul twee
plase in 1912 gekoop nadat hulle uit die Viry-
staat getrek het. Die tweede plaas is in 1932
bygekoop. Vir 70 jaar het die stam met mielies
en sonneblomme geboer, waarvan die oorskot
aan kodperasies verkoop is.

In 1981 het die eerste probleme begin. Die
gemeenskap het nou bestaan wit 500 huis-
gesinne of 3 000 mense, en het goed gelewe.
Hulle het in stewige kliphuise gewoon in 'n
dorpie met vier kerke, twee skole, winkels, 'n
gesondheidskliniek en ‘n water reservoir. Die
stam het ontevrede geraak met hul hoofman,
mnr Jacob More, en hom met ‘n nuwe hoof-
man vervang. Mnr More het in die geheim met
die regering 'n ocoreenkoms gemaak waar-
volgens die hele gemeenskap na Pachsdraal,
250 km van Magopa sou verskuif. Van die
stamilede het toe saam met mnr. More na Pachs-
draai getrek, maar 450 gesinne het geweier om
te trele

'n Tyd van omekerheid en moeilikheid met
| die regening het nou begin. Dwe regening het die
gemeenskap se dienste afgesny, gewser om
pensioene te betaal en om winkellisensies te
hemu en stadig maar seker begin om dee infra-
struktuur van die gemeenshap te vernetig.

Op 29 Novemnber 1981 het die stam 'n staats-
presidentsbevel ontvang wat hulle in kennis
gestel het dat hulle die plaas moes verlaat
Hulle het geweer, maar op 14 Februarnie 1984 15
Magopa deur gewapende polisie omsingel,
mense i in vragmotors gelaa en na Pachsdraai
vervoer en huse en ander geboue 15 met stoot-

'n Kleuter speel voor een van die sink-
huisies wat by Magopa opgerig is.

skrapers feitlik gelyk met die aarde gemaak.

In September 1985 het die Appelhof beslis
dat die verskuiwing onwettig was, maar die
gemeenskap, wat nou in Bethanie gevestig was
en onmiddellik begin het om planne te maak
om na hulle grond terug te keer, het uitgevind
dat die grond intussen ontelen is. Hulle sou dus
oortreders wees as hulle na Magopa terugkeer,
alhoewel hulle nog nooit enige kennisgewing
van, of vergoeding vir, die ontevening ontvang
nie

Die stam het toe aangedring op onderhande-
linge met die regenng en het tydens onder-
handelinge ingestem om hulle tydelik op
Onderstepoort te vestig terwyl die regering
probeer om vir hulle geskikte altemnatiewe
grond te kry  Alhoewel hierdie tydelike vestr
ging veronderstel was om op die uiterste dre
maande te duur. bevind dwe grootste deel van
die stam hulself nog steeds daar

In 1988 het die Minister van Onderwys en
Ontwikkelingshulp, dr. Gernt Viljoen, ingestem
dat ‘'n paar van die stamlede kon terughkeer na
Magopa om die begrafplaas skoon te maak. In
Mei 1989 het ‘n regeningsbnef hierdie vergun-

Magopa-stam

ning teruggetrek en die sowat 70 stamlede op
die plaas is aanges om weer eens te trek. Hulle
het geweier en in Mei het die minister ‘n aan-
soek voor die Hooggeregshol in Pretoria ge-
bring dat hulle verwyder moet word. Die aan-
soek is toegestaan en sedertdien wag die mense
van Magopa in sinkhuisies tussen ruines om
weer verskuif te word

Maar hierdie keer, s& hulle, bly hulle net
waar hulle is. “Hulle sal ons moet opsluit of
doodmaak, maar hier trek ons nie weer nie,” sé
sen van die bejaarde boere. “Dit s ons plek
Daar was my huis, langsaan was my pa se huis
en daar oorkant s die fondamente van my
oupa se huis. Hier 5 ek gebore.”

Die groepee besoekers van Pretona het ver-
stom en verdwaas tussen die murasies rond-
gedwaal. “I never realised the prosperity of the
Magopa community, their self-sufticiency, and
extent of their houses. schools and churches. |
never realised the absolute and total destruc-
tion left by the government. | never realised
how much pain, fear and anger the people
must feel, but today my eyes were opened,”
skryf iemand op die bus op pad terug huis toe.

Lang gesprekke en baie luister en kyk het
iemand anders laat opmerk: “The bulldozed
remains of houses, schools and churches stand
as mute memorials to the white man’s greed
and selfishness, | felt sick. And yet, amid the
shacks and desolation, stood the astonishing
dignity of the Magopa elders.”

Gedwonge verskuiwing bly van die mees ont-
stellende manifestasies van apartheid. Alhoe-
wel die regering sé dat gedwonge verskuiwing
nie meer plaasvind nie, is dit duidelik dat mense
s00s die Magopa-stam se lewens steeds beheer
word deur 'n verskuiwing wat vroeér plaas-
gevind het. Dit is ook kommerwekkend dat die
regering steeds mense verskuif, maar onder
ander dekmantels. Sonder dat stootskrapers en
gewapende polisiemanne gebruik word, word
dieselfde resultate verkry Cemeenskappe soos
die van Braklaagte en Leeufontein word. by-
voorbeeld. by ‘'n tuisland ingelyf of die regering
gebruik burokratiese terrorisme (byvoorbeeld
die sluit van skole. die staking van vervoer-
dienste, die shuif van punte waar pensioene |
uitbetaal word) om meme te dwing om “vry-
willig™ te shuif

Intussen gaan die stryd van die Magopa-
stam voort en bly dit ook voortleef in die pe-
moedere van die Pretonaners wat saam met
IDASA besoek in die gemeenskap afpelé het

O Lou-Marie Kruger is IDASA's regional co-ordinator
in Pretoria.

posal. But as one particularly outstanding
delegate, Breyten Breytenbach, remarked
in Dakar, talking to the Afrikaners in power,
the ANC too will realise that 1o negotiate is
to think on fall back positions.

My message to my own constituency in
Bonn is that we must do our utmost to
promote this nascent dialogue. Financially
and even more so politically! We must learn
to abstain from prescribing to Africans and
Afrikaners what the answers to their prob-
lems are. We must particularly abstain from
abusing South African (and Namibian) prob-
lems for domestic purposes! And we must
include in the growing number of our severe
condemnations of apartheid, to quote Otto

Count Lambsdorfi, a liberal, that “it so
happens that white security is the key 1o black
liberation™.

When in March 1989 the LK and the USSR
surprised the diplomatic world with the
news on the possibility of a common South
African initiative, it was learnt that both
London and Moscow will use their influence
over Pretoria and the ANC (and the SACP)
respectively, to moderate their views on a
new South Africa. In times of an apparently
decreasing interest of the US in South African
affairs, London and Maoscow may continue
the fruitful US-UK-USSR co-operation of
1987/89 to solve the Namibian conflict. If
this is to be done successfully, it will have 1o

be done along the lines discussed, both in
the open and behind the scenes, in Dakar
and at follow-up meetings in Frankfurt,
Harare and, most important, in Bermuda.

It remains to be seen, whether the Bonn
government will support a UK/USSR attempt
1o organise a negotiation-process similar to
the Camp David conference on the Middle
East in the late 1970, If it does not, it will be
excluded from this policy of mediation, as it
was increasingly excluded from the inter-
national Namibian initiatives since October
1978.

O Klaus Baron von der Ropp is based in Cologne and
has specialised in developments in sub-Saharan Africa
for many years.
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STRATECY

The battle for a non-racial state

By RONEL SCHEFFER

The battle bor a ones-natson state in South Afnca
has been won, bul those committied 10 a non-
racial democracy still have a long haul ahead
of them in the view of Dr Van Zvl Slabbernt
IDASA S direcior of policy and planning. In
particular, the shaft by the Natwnal Party from
a4 mult-naton partitioned state to a one-nation
integrated state has produced new challenges
T mass-based orpansations who may have to
review certan hallowed strategies and tactics
off the past

In a paper defivered at a Bonn conference
recently, Dr Slabbert argued that the state’s
shift from “segregation” (o integratvon  may
demand 3 mea 1'1.|r[|:|r.|t|rrr| ol Sructunes .-'|:|1rj
opportunites on the part of the democratic
movement. He said the NP leader F W de
Klerk's declaration of intent to work for an
acceptable one-nation state was already being
taken seriously by the United States and Britain,
and in certain respects the LUSSE. It was not
improbable that, after the election, De Klerk
could produce an attractive package which
could persuade many to throw in their lot with
the NP on the road towards a one-pation state.

"The skilful manipulation of Mandela's re-
lease, the partial unbanning of some organisa-
tions, the lifting of the State of Emergency may
create a whole new set of allies who would
seriously consider participation towards a one-
nation state whilst they would never have done
s for a multi-nation state,” said Slabbert

He added: “The critical guestion is how will
those who struggle for a non-racial democracy
respond strategically to this challenge. The
debate in favour of 3 one-nation state for South
Africa has been won, but not the s ruggle tor a
non-racial democracy

The struggle for a non-racial democraoy had
to be renewed and invigorated, particularly if
the government adopted a policy of “co-optrve
IMCILSHN T [0 ATTAIN 115 viersion of 3 ore-ration
state

Slabbert sad the collapse of the apartheid
separate oevelopment state may be 3 neces-
sary, Dot not a suftcsesnt, oonditson for .2 non-
racial democratic alternative One reason
depends on the response to the implications of
thes shitt m white poditics. Another has to do
with the tuture of those structures that were
created under the old regame and would con-
Dinue under ditferent goals and circumstances
m the new regime

He sad one of the perrsstent miarepresenta-
tions of the South African state structure was
that of an “embattled white minority warding
off the determined attac ks of the vast majority
of disenfranchised blacks

This was not borne out by reality. Said
Slabbert: “It one defines the South African
state in the broad sense of consisting of all
those structures controlled and/or financed by
the executive decisions of those who drew up
and present the annual South African budget,
and this would then include so-called “in-
dependent dependent states’, then more people
who are classified not white, work for and
maintain the South African state than other-
Wi

Certamby at thee apiex of this stroctune thene
is Clear white minonty domination but increas-
mgly it is a white dominatson that will depend
on black sUDOrt Lo masnitaem it

T SrgEfmliC ancde ol Ehae skt trom segrepatun

DR VAN ZYL SLABBERT

The central question will
become not whether South
Africa is going to be a one-
nation state but what kind
of one-nation state are we
going to become.

Lo integration hor t e e wbruse ture< Lay in the
rateonalisation and legitimsation for partsoipa-
tion It s one thang o expect people to
participate in state structures that will lead to
theser final exc lusson a% o itirens of South Afrca:
1T % Quule Aol b matieer ot such Pt eC Pl HOen
promises tull citizemship n a one-naton tate
sand Slabbert

He added: "One can expect those who
BTN B e ourage maare and mooe peopele 1o
partacipale and help to build a ‘one-nation
state” where there will be ‘no dominaton” and
no discrmnation’ arnd where a future cerstitu-
tion Can e nepotiatied without preconditions
The real dilemma is that such a constitution
will not necessarily b non-racial and demo-
Craki

The strategic challenge facing the vast major-
ity of South Atricans whio have to live under
these structures, sawd Slabbert, concerned
identifyving the course of action to be taken
under these circumstances, He added that the
shift had opened up a fertile new strategic area
for those committed to a non-racial democracy
in South Africa, but that it could demand break-
ing with past strategic taboos

He suggested that a possible way of looking
at the situation would be to classity areas of
activity in terms of "more or less control or
autonomy” trom the executive centre. The
political structures like the tricameral parlia-
ment, homeland govemments and the regional
services councils WAt r|.||-|‘| i L] |1-b.t AlubonoiTus
than socio-economic structurnes like those in
education and labour. Certain areas like the
informal sector would be highly autonomows

even “illegal” (e hawking. squatting) while

tormal “legal” economic areas would be almost
establishments approved and fairdy autono-
ous

in all these areas of activity the T 3
tions of the shift are going to play themselhves
out and the central guestion will become not
whether Sowuth Africa is going to be a one-
natan state but what bind of one-natoen <tate
are we going 1o hscome

This question, Slabbert sasd. meght have been
answered with a great degree of consensus and
I-dt'll.rl-l:lﬂu al ¢ Larty within s hassd (NEAMS3-
tions whose control and representative leader
ship operated outside of apartheid state struc
tures and whose popular support may, o a
larger or lesser extent, be involved in those
structures. It has, however, not been resolved
to the same extient within the state structunes
which are being maintained to a considerable
extent by the disentranchised

"It is very hikely that it is in this arena [state
structures) where the De Klerk era will seniously
begin to explore the idea, and search for allies,
for the new one-nation state in South Africa,
and alsowhere many concerned whites search-
ing for new symbals of national unity will be
pulled into the “new debate’,” he said

He also emphasised that it would be a strate-
gic error if massed based organisations re-
mained alool from this debate or assumed that
it would die and wither away because “the
masses” or “the people” or “some historical
inevitabality would not tolerate its existence

Slabbert said the state of the economy and
the intermational commitment to a “political
solution” in South Africa were two develop-
méEnts '|.'|.'!"|.|1_ ki “nuhl CTODUNARE MOyEemeent an
the “new debate” Contrary to comventional
wisdom on the ssue, he believed that the
stagnaton and even decling of the South Afre-
can economy wiould strenglhen the state's
search or its view of one-nation state allies ~ht
will of necessity offload the costs of economic
decline on those who cannot.will ot be m-
corporated, and wall try 1o marginalise those
organsabom and leaders who challenge s
COeCEpl Ol the ome-nation state

Ihe international world has for the ome
bemg abangdoned the rvolutionary paradigm
and has substituted it with “the long haul 1o
negotiations”. Of necessity this meant 3 re-
evaluation ol existing structures and abowe all
4 renewedd inlerest m © the wholes | and wihethees
they would “change”™ Any “reasonable™ re
sponse by the state would almost avtomatcally
be inflated beyond its potential. Incdhcative of
this was the tact that the catchword for the
1989 election, both inside and outside South
Atrica, had already become “let’s give FW 2
chance’

Slabbert said the shift had tundamental
implications lorwhites as well as tor the future
of those structures created under apartheid
and separate development. “The search for
mew symbals of unity and nationhood amongst
most whites is real. The transient nature of the
structures created by the apartheid state is no
lonper questioned. However, even if the battle
for a one-pation state in South Africa has been
wion, the strugile 1or a non-racial democracy
has to be renewied and invigorated

[he wi=er s sy Thie | ::l“.;“:l:i.-l- of 1_|"|l_" parti-
tion stale, the L'quhtu"-. L Y the khl!t hCw) the
imteprated state, (he mimed jes wall soe §he battle
tor the non-racial democratic state



