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Business, unions lock horns

AUGUST 1989
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Some Anglo Amencan

executivies had the unusoal
task of publicly detending
company polcies aol only
against attacks made by
union leaders, but also against strong criticism
coming from Democratic Party guarters in the
person of DP economic advisor Prol Sampie
Terreblanc he

[he progressivie organisations also accused
hig business corporations in general, and Anglo
American specitically, of silently supporting
the government in fimes of political stabihity
MDM delegates, in turn, had a difficult time
fielding probing questions on their sanctions
policy and plans 1o nationalise “monopoly
industry” i 4 pest-aparthed South Africa

Mone than M) [ |-:'||+' dattenger] the Con-
ference which was held in August in lohannes

empowerment.

burg amnd aumexd at the “younger generaton of
business and prodesssoanal people in South
Atrca

Uiscussiomn o fhe rode of Dig business in a
changing society and the nature of the
democTacy N a post-aparthesd South Atmca
bed tio ST '-.h.-lr;r R T h...'lr'lh"t""l DEhwWEEn DErieC -
panis at the oonlenenoe

Sdurphy Morohe, formess pubho ity secretany
of the UDF. <ot the ball rolling with a provoca
tnve speech on the politwcal oplons facing
South Atnca atter the abwdlition of aparthesd
He reiterated the view of the MDM thai
tundamental human rghts will be guaranteed
fowr all pesopde i pest-aparthesd South Afnica
and that everyone will have the nght to protect
his or her language and culture without
bemg attorded any special privileges because
o language o cultum “Hut e i nl-ﬂml’lh?l{l
state will have to take steps to undo the effects
of aparthesd,” Morobe sad “The state will
have to participate in the economy in order to
correct the skewness of the present economic
order. And as far as monopoly industry s

Aggrey Klaaste . .

black Sampie Terreblanche ... Murphy Morobe .
no compensation.

neutrality fetish.

Big business
urged to end
unholy marriage
with Pretoria

By Pierre de Vos

concermned. one doesn't rule out some form of
natwonalsaton

Morobe ruled out the possibility of compen-
sation after nationalisation and said workers
willl have to participate fully in the day to day
runming of the indusry. Several delegates
1_*1p|1-h'u_-|! LTS o0 Ol =T u..l[h \.l.urntqu_-.
EConomic proposals tor a post-aparthesd state
O delegate anked how the MO8 planned o
Wil e T pveale S Do wilh I‘a-!.L ﬂtl-l:rl_a‘[
natiocnalisation and wanted (o know it the
establbshment of small businesses would be
encouraped under a esw BoErTimeent

However, a delegate trom East London
deplored the detensive guestions some of the
white delegates asked about the future econo-
muc system and wanted (o know what sacnfuoes
they were prepared 1o make for a new South
Afnica. "Remember,” he said, “there can be no
gain without pain

Mir Michael Spicer, personal assistant 1o the
chairman of Anglo American Corporation,
differed sharply with Morobe. “The unhappy

history of nationalisation have demonstrated

the importance of proiid
amility.” Spicer sad. He
waid that too much of the
o dehatewere con-
ducted on a very crude
level and asked that it
should not be portrayed as
4 simple choice between
capitalism and socialism
Spicer also rejected the
highly emotional” pleas
tor redistribution. ~Almaost
without exsception redistri-
bution favours the elites
and not the people it should
help, Even higher taxes would be unsuccessiul
as a toal for redistribution because it would
further undermine the profitability of business.”

ERIC MILLEM Afeages

Spicer warned that there were no quick fixes
for South Africa, "We are a very average
developing country and if we get rid of apart-
heid it won't mean that the highly competitive
world economy owes us a living. But | still
think that South Africa could become world
class if it could destroy apartheid without
destroving the economy,” he said

Spcer and Anglo Amencan were nol
let oif the hook by delegates as the debate
moved on to the guestion of what big business
coukd do o et ] ol 1|.::||..|.I"|!fh"||'| Pq‘lr'l-Pl.I'..I Adran
du Plessis, public attairs manager of Anglo
Amencan, told the conference that big business
existed to generate wealth and should be
judged a success it they did thes sucoesstully
He added that the entrepreneural spint was a
m..:||r|-r|||;'.||-r.|tnrIrHl,hdngl';-lnlrh'-l_q_n.:nIn The
influence of busimess may bee nesther sonful ros
virteous but at the end of the day sinful or
virtuous people will shape ouwr destiny,” he
said

Wavmer Mounm, dmisctor of personne] and
public affairs of johnson and johnson en-
visaged a more active role for big business in
the political arena and argued that they should
lobby government and apply pressure behind
the scenes. Trade umionists were not satishied
with this approac h, however, and a representa-
tivee, Mike Roussos, acoused the business com-
murnity of not responding to the government
actions unless their interests were fundamental
lv threatened, Another unionist added: “The
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DEMOCRACY

IN ACTION

IDASA's goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

® To assist people to accept
and work for a
society as a way of allaying
their fears.

® To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
munities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions to South Africa’s
problems.

® To assist in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
democratic South Africa.

IDASA Offices

HEAD OFFICE:

Hill House, 1 Penzance Road, Mowbeay, Cape
Town, 7700 [Tel 021-47017; Telelax £7458)
WESTERN CAPE: & Faircape Howse, Orange Street,

EDITORIAL

Pitfalls of focusing

on divisions in SA

Elsmadhere in they fags yvou will read a detence
of bi-communalism by Professor Hermann
Giliomee i which he ranses a number of gues-
tions relating to an ldasa conference and
remarks made by me at that conlerence

Firstly, Prof Giliomee and | are in agreement
that the natronal guestion s of critical import-
ance and should be debated. Secondly, | amin
agreement with his suggestion that ldaca should
hold a conference on this queston and we are
already n the planning stages of such a con-
ference o be held in 1990

The subjpect 5 not only important but it &
also extremely complex. Profl Johan Degenaar
suppests for cxample that there are at least nine
philosophical approaches to the guestion of
nation-building in South Africal However, it 5
not necessary to wait for the conference and a
few preliminary remarks in response to Prof
Giliomee are in order

Contradictions

It is my view that Prof Giliomes's arguments
are riddled with contradictions. He suggests,
for example, that “we must explore how an
Afrikaner/white nation and an African/black
nation can co-exisl peacefully in South Africa”™
and yet immediately goes on to suggest that
peoples of South Atrica should become “en-
gaged in a process of nation-building in which
we try to construct a transcendent South
African nation with its own distinctive set of
symbols and values”, How can you construct a
“transcendent South Afrcan nation with it=
o distinctive set of symbaols and values™ if
vou start from the need for two separate
nations, racially constructed, to co-exist peace-
fully in South Africa? The more you hold on to
the need for ten Ration: 10 “CO-Sxg! Deace
fully”, the more difficult it becomes to acheve
“a ranscendent South Afrcan nation with its
oen st inctoee st of symbok and values

White coherence?

It must alvo be asked of what does the Afre
kaner white natson condast? in the current elec-
tion, support s almost certainky moving away
from the MNational Pamty to the Democratic

Prof Giliomee's article appears on
Page 7

Party on the left and the Conservatrve Party on
the right. So much for Afrikaner/white co-
herence! The critical question is- is Afrikaner/
white nationalism on the wane or not? Voling
patterns at least suggest that it is. If we add to
this a number of sociologcal factors such as
white urbanisation, matenahsm, the upwardly
mobile Afrikaner yvuppie, the thousands of
young Afrikaners who support the new Afri
kaner culture of Johannes Kerkomel and the
Voéhvry Toer, it hardly speaks of Afrikaner/
white coherence

Dynamism

Further, the encrmous debate taking place
within the Dutch Reformed Church is a sign of
adynamism which can hardly be equated with
historical coherence, What does Prof Ciliomee
make of the hundreds of Afrikaners who have
over the last two years not only been willing to
meet with the African MNational Congress but
hawve stated publicly the enormous shift which
has taken place in their own socio-political ex-
perience as a direct result of these encounters?
What | am speaking of is not so much a dis
mtegration of Atnkaner/white nationalism but
a greater openness to consider a broader
nationalism which = inclusive rather than
exclusive. Prof Giliomee sells his fellow white
Afrikaner short in suggesting that he s deter
mined to remain forever in the laager of narrow
Afrikaner nationalism

Unity
By implicatson, Prof Cilwomee suggests that |
have certain political and academic qualms
and this informs Idasa’s determination o ~get
away from the nstitutionalisation of two
nations”. One of these gualms is that national-
sm 5 by its nature exclusive. But | have never

sugpested that nationalism o necessanhy ex-
dmseve It B true that some nationalisms are

Ja-Nee

hed beraadslag — ooospronklik agrer geslote

deune

— it Wk asot daar nop mevr demokrase-op-

gre-houl pe-agter-geslote - dewre oppad 5!

— Not that one cowldn’'t have fed a nation with

a consggrment of that sre

Rock-around-the-pulpit

Foute agter geslote deure

Volgens die Minister van Finansies, mnr Barend
du Plessis, sal die Nasionale Party nie weer sy
towt van 1983 herhaal deur sy grondwetlike
planne op die tafel te sit, om net te sien hoe
hulle in die openbaar uitmekaar getrek word
me. Die regering. s& mnr Du Plessis, sal sy
planne vertroulik how en hy sal in vertroulik-

Biltong's shares plunge

The former State President’s venison delivery
drew critical comments trom at least twao
Afrikaans nowspapers, Beeld said it would be
unwaorthy of his high office if the incident were
repeated. Rapport commented, in lighter vein,
on the diligence of the police force: “Biltong is
a national delicacy but not a national priority. ™

Two Dutch Retormed dominees have crossed
swords in Die Kerkbode over the desirability of
the message in Johannes Kerkorrel and Co's
“Voélvry” record album, Dr Jannie Malan,
known for his curious habit of plaving records
backwards to check for possible satanic verses,
says the record is undiluted evil — bent on
undermining Christian society. A colleague
from another |lohannesburg congregation, Ds
Lachie le Roux, thinks difterently. In fact, he
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exclusive, but some are not. The political task
as | understand it is to identify those which are
not and then to support them through practical
and theoretical means. This does not imply
“down-playing the ethnic factor”. What it does
mean is identitying the forces for change in
South Africa and working within these forces
Non-racialism for example does not imply a
rejection of the demands and rights of black
mationalism. In fact it suggests that national
unity cannot be built until these historical
claims are dealt with in an inclusive way
“South Africa belongs 10 all who live in it
black and white”™. The streds therelore & on a
demaocratic tuture realised n a democratic pro-
cess involving maximum participatson and
negotiation. It s incomect to eguate white
Afrikansr nalionalism and black African
nationalism — the former is exclusive, the latter
{at least the non-racial democratic position) &
nclusive and nonchauvinistic. The greatest
hope for South Africa is the fact that most
people subscribe to the non-racial democratic
position as opposed to ethnically-defined
nationalisms or exclusive nationalisms. This
means that the problem in South Africa is not
how to resolve two competing nationalisms (&
la Giliomes) but how to boild on the existing
non-racial position which is very strongly held
and has been fought for by many different
organmsations over a very long period of time

What Idasa is doing is trying to help whites
o understand, expernence and ultimately ac-
cept exnting non-racialism in practice and so
help build the new South African nation which
is already under construction.

Therefore it is valid to focus not so much on
the very real divisions which exist and the fears
and prejudices which underpin them, but on
the post-apartheid South Africa of the future.
This does not mean ignoring the national ques-
tion; on the contrary, | would argue that you
cannot focus on what is meant by a post-apart-
hiesd South Afnca without grang serous atten-
tion to the national guestion

Tragedy

The tragedy of white Afrikaner nathonakism
is that it savs to all other whites ~if you want to
be really part of my nation, you have to be an
Afrikaner”, and it savs to the so-called coloured,
the majority of whom are Afrikaans-speaking
and who share in the religious and cultural
heritage of the Afrikaner, “you must be white™

It is surely ironic that when MrF W de Klerk
and the National Party as a whole (at least in
terms of rhetoric) has moved away from the
idea of several nations 1o a commitment to
“one nation”, Prof Giliomee spends so much of
his time and energy on defending bi-communal-
ism which in my view does institutionalise the
concept of division, and therefore of conflict
Idasa is committed not only 1o one nation but
to a united South African nation which is non-
mcial and therefore inclusive and which &
democratic and therefore a process which
invites and seeks the panticipation of all South
Africans in the fight to achieve these goals.

Alex Boraine
Executive Director

identifies with the revolt of the “altermative”
Afrikanes musec@ans
— A fresh breere after all the pulpet jaze

Hulle vat 'n kans

Nog slim (maar minder wyse) woorde uit kerk-
kringe kom van Woord en Daad, spreckbuis
van die Reformatoriese Beweging van Suider-
Afrika. “Sonder om ons eksplisiet agter die
Masionale Party te skaar, wil ons in dié stadium
vra: gee die man F W de Klerk 'n kans in hierdie
ronde. Ons kan hom &n sy party in 1995 by 'n
volgende verkiesing weer weeg, nie aan wat hy
dan s&¢ hy gaan doen nie, maar wat hy in sy

ampaterrmyn vermag het |
= Sovieel thvd, sovee! verikonings

Slaan 'n nuwe blaadjie om

Niemand kan by Dée Burger kers vashou op die
pebied van propaganda nie Nou word hulle
nog meesters van onderbeklemtoning ook, In
die verleentheid rondom die NP-advertensie
wal gebaseer was op ‘n (Vrve Weekblad) foto
van DP-leiers in die teenwoord igheid van Joe
Slovo en |ohnny Makatini, verwys Die Burger
maestro Alf Ries smalend na die alternatiewe
Afrikaanse koerant as 'n “linkse blaadjie”

— Klink na suur drutwe van ‘n regse hand-

lewding.

Letters

Address your letters to
The Editor,Democracy in Action,
1 Penzance Road, Mowbray 7700

Tolerance and
understanding

| read vour newsletter with great interest and |
deeply apprec iate the wondertul work ldasa
does towards a non-racial democratic South
Africa. | think your contact wath the extra-
parliamentary mass-based organisatons, such
as the UDF and the ANC = of tremendous
value. | also understand that black South
Africams. because they are excluded from the
constitutional process, are understandably
hostile towards parliament and everything
connected with it, even opposition parties in
parliament

In your April newsletter, Mr Wayne Mitchell
mentions tolerance and understanding and says
“this must be between all parties and organisa-
tions working for change” — the sort of change
yvou are working for.

All parties include the Democratic Party
because their main aim is also a non-racial,
democratic South Africa. When memben ol
the DP recently met in Cape Town, UDF
tolerance was completely absent and the UDF
apparently refused to enter into decussions
This seems to me to be arrogant and unreason-
able and | wonder if yvou could stress the need
for tolerance and understanding bec ause with-
out it there can be no negotiaton — somethng
which we are all s0 keen on

H C Parkes

Somerse! West

No way to build
a free SA

The recent disruption of meetings at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand and the University of
Durban-Westville, which also affected |dasa
director Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, must be deplored

Idasa’s attempts to create a climate in which
democracy can take root, are directly affectied
by actions such as these. The democratic futurne
that many of us are striving towards, seems to
be so unattainable at times like these |f we
subvert our basic principles in our fight for a
free South Africa, we compromise everything
that we stand for

Democratic values cannot be created over-
night in socety. One must work at it One must
nurture the democratic culture and strive 1o
conduct the struggle in such a way that theswe
values are ulumately grven an honorary place
in the fight for freedom and justice

Real democracy encompasses respect for the
freedom of speech of any individual The
blatant disregard of this fundamental freedom
by the students who disrupted thesw mestings
does not bode well for the kind of society that
will lace the i ITTHE

e PIESEN SRS 7o Page 13

Contributors to Democracy
in Action may express
opinions that are not
necessarily supported by

' IDASA




SECURING THE FUTURE

From Page 1

businessmen are playing tricks with our lives
In crisis situations they always agree to do
something, but when the crisis pass they forget
all thewr promises,”

Prof Sampie Terreblanche of the University
of Stellenbosch agreed. “In the early 80s an
unholy marnage took place betwesn the Pre
toria bureaucracy and the Johannesburg busi-
ness community. A large section of the business
community gave legitimacy to the NP govern-
ment that they did not deserve,” Terreblanche
said. He added that no normal business could
take place in an abnormal society, “This fetish
of business with neutrality is a propaganda
trick. The political and economic game is taking
place in a power framework in which black
people have been on the losing end for a very
long time. Business cannot ignore this problem
that will have to be addressed by a post-
apartheid government.” He suggested that big
business call its own Carlton conference to
devise strategies to put pressure on the govern-
ment

Dr MNthatho Motlana,
civic leader and bhoard
member of Southern Life,
agreed that black people
could not rely on pre-
dominantly white big busi-
ness to address their grie-
vances but he felt that the
only way to remedy this
was for black people to
hecome part of the busi-
ness community. “Big busi-
ness has always been white.
I am pleading that big busi-
ness should become non-
racial,” he said

“Blacks should become
part of big business in order
to acquire ecanomic
power,” he said

The editor of The
Sowetan, Aggrey Klaaste,
explained his concept of
nation building to the con-
terence and said that he
and his newspaper also
believed in “black empowerment”. He identi-
fied a more basic problem than Mr Motlana,
however, and stressed the need for black people
to be made aware of their ability to take leader-
ship positions. “ The government had been able
to take care of the cycle of unrest borm out of
black anger with their repressive machinery.
We hlacks must therefore try to out-think the
state.”

Echoing these sentiments Dr Alex Boraine,
executive director of ldasa, regretted the in-
ability of many white liberals to refrain from
patronising attitude that real change can only
come through white initiative. “Tragically,”
Boraine said, “many white liberals find it
difficult when blacks demand to do things on
their own.”

The concluding panel discussion centred
around the guestion if South Africa could
become a true democracy through the younger
generation. It generated a heated debate on
the methods that might be used to achieve a
post-apartheid democratic South Africa and
the form this democracy should take

S Tony Leon, the Democratic Party candi-
date for Houghton, presented a classical liberal

At the conference . .
regional co-ordinators Monde
Mtanga (Port Elizabeth, left),
and Patrick Banda (Johannes-
burg, right) with former Trans-
vaal regional director Steve
Fourie,

Economic power:
blacks must

take part in

big business

view., He said that democracy was not just
about giving the majority the vote, it was about
the protection of individuals. “This is only going
to happen if we can establish a democratic
culture: Liberty lies in the heart of men and
women, When it dies there it cannot be saved
by the courts or the constitution,” he said.

Peter Mokhaba, president ot the South
African Youth congress (Savco), argued that
the democracy of a post-apartheid South Africa
should serve all the people of the country by
looking at the specific situation at hand. “1f we
talk about democracy in the context of the
national liberation movement, we say that
democracy must first and
foremost satisty the aspira-
tions of the African com-
munity. South Africa today
is divided into two sides —
one tighting for a demo-
cratic future and the other
side fighting to retain apart-
heid and the undemocratic
system,” Mokhaba said.

He encouraped whites to
take up the struggle for
democracy because they
too were denied the demo-
cratic right to associate
with whom they want

A delegate reiterated Mr
Leon’s notion that the
demaocratic spirit must be
part of the people’s culture
and guestioned the demo-
cratic nature of the MDM.
André Zaaiman, ldasa's
regional director in Fre-
toria, reminded the con-
ference that a strugple is at
present taking place in South Africa. " The state
15 sitting there and they are just waiting to sow
division in the ranks of the opposition. How
democratic the struggle can be is theretore not
determined by the opposition but by the state ™

Another delegate condemned the MDM tor
being just as “evil and undemocratic as the
NP and questioned the necessity to put aside
one’s democratic ideals in the struggle for
liberation. Zaaiman responded by sayving that
it was sometimes necessary to have a demo-
cracy in a different form. “The township
organisations have their own form of demo-
cracy and leaders are always kept accountahle
to the community.’

Idasa’s national coordinator, Wayne Mit-
chell, ended the conference on a hopetul note
arguing that young white South Africans could
play a major role in winning other whites over
to a commitment for a non-racial democratic
state. “Actions led by voung leaders within the
white community will be less easy to Ignore
than black protest, because they will come
fromwithin the community and therefore from
a common moral and religious perspective,”
pitchell said,

. Idasa

Security n
dream’ if

By Ronel 5cheffer

“You are |looking at a black future,” Fatima
Meer calmly told her largely white audience
She was, of course, not being pessimistic. By
the year 2000 South Africa’s urban population
is expected to number around 40 million — 34
million ot those people will be black. “What
we now have to ensure is that that black future
is a happy one,” said Prof Meer

The challenge contained in that observation
was also heard in most of the other papers
delivered at ldasa's “"Peace and Security”
conference which took place in Durban at the
end of July. Speaker after speaker emphasised
that the road to peace and security runs through
the successtul accommodation of black aspira-
tions; that whites have no hope of finding
security in isolation and that they should start
defining themselves as part of amajority — not
a minority; that an understanding of “correc:
tive equality” would be a vital ingredient of a
peaceful future

There was a recurring appeal to the black
community as well: several speakers and
members of the audience asked that whites’
attempts to bring about change be taken
seriously; that their strategies, although differ-
ing from those of the broad democratic move
ment, be accorded respect too; that blacks
should shed some of their mistrust and acknow-
ledge the existence and efforts of whites who
truly are “transformists”,

The 100 delegates to the conference had the
opportunity Lo examine peace and security
trom a wide range of perspectives which were
offered in the course of an intensive programme
of two plenary sessions and six concurrent
SETHNArs.

Iy Ber summary of the conference, Prot Meer,
who heads the Institute of Black Research in
Dwrban, dwelled on one of the kev debates of
the day: negotiation. Consensus at the con-
terence seemed to be that although formal
negotiations were still a long way off, the
government had at least acknowledged its
inevitability. Prof Meer said the tea party at
Tuynhuys in July had brought Afrikanerdom to
the pownt of no returm. “The two leaders met
Having gone that tar, how are they (Afrikaner-
dom) going to retract. They have aroused
expectations inside and outside the country, It
is part and parcel of ther survival to negotiate,”

Opening the conference the previous
evening, [r Van fy| Slabbert, |dasa’s director
of policy and planning, also dealt with the
issue of negotiation. He said the intemational
community had given the government a period
of grace until after the September & election
At that point the Mational Party will have to
face up to the fact that “security is not some-
thing which vou can provide for yourself on
YOUr own’

Slabbert sancd the povernment had now reach-
ed the stape where it wanted to negotiate one
constitution for all in the country. However,




PEACE AND SECURITY

ot an ‘impossible
whites join majority

unless it makes an uneguivocal break with
white domination, domestic and regional peace
and security could not be achieved

Leading a seminar on “Liberation move-
ments; prospects for pegotiations”, Prot Peter
Yale of Ehodes University suggested that post-
war African history had experienced the “from
prison to State House syndrome’”, In such
sitations, the imprisoned very quickly began
to control the negotiation agenda. While libera-
tiom wars were invariably intensely politicised,
there was little doubt that positions that result-
ed from negotiating were sacrosanck

Prof Coovadia and Dr Treverton.

During an anxious interchange, delegates
were wary of the immediate prospects for
negotiations in South Africa, arguing that a
balance between the forces had not vet been
achieved; until this moment negotiations
seemed unlikely. Prof Vale conceded that. in
his view, there seemed no immediate likelihood
of negotiations. ldasa’s regional co-ordinator
in Matal, Gary Cullen, offered a constructive
altermnative view of looking at the issue. Negotia-
tions, in his view, were an on-going and
continuous process and had been under way at
many levels in South Africa for some time

In the first plenary session of the conference,
Dr Greg Treverton, senior fellow of the Council
on Foreign Relations in New York, placed the
security theme in its global context. He noted,
like Slabbert earlier, that international security
was in the throes of “exciting and confusing’
developments

Treverton said it was clear that, whatever
happens in southern and South Africa, govern-
ments will have to rely on their own policies
not on larpe-scale external assistance. While
the nsks of opting for negotiations in South
Africa were great (for both povernment and
opposition groups), the risks of not negotiating
were equally great. He concluded that one of
the important reasons for opposition groups to
consider negotiations concerned the military
powwer of the state, one area in which power
had not diffused much. “Despate its military
losses in Angola and Namibia, the South
Alrican government retains a near monopoly
on armed force within its territory. The armed
opposition has made much less of a dent than
the non-military forms, [f the stalemate cone-
tinues, no doubt armed opposition will increase

Prof Meer with union leader
Moses Mayekiso and Faul
Graham, regional director
of Idasa in Natal.

But for a very long time it will be members of
the apposition that do most of the dying.”

Speaking in the same session, Democratic
Party co-leader Denis Worrall said while
European leaders had great expectations of the
settlement of conflicts in southern Africa, the
majority of white South Africans had also come
to accept that the “apartheid game is over”
Yot, they were plagued by a profound sense of
insecurity about the future which sprung from
the racially polansed politics in the country
and “the experience of Africa”, said Dr Waorrall
They were particularly concerned about a
possible loss of “dearly held” values and
seemed unaware that those values were also
shared by millions of black people

“Whites in Rhodesia made the mistake of
defining their interests as white — and whites
in this country will remain part of a white
minority as long as they define themselves as
such,” said Dr Worrall. He argued that security
and peace in South Africa could only How from
an inclusive discussion process during which
all options — “from the AMC's unitary state to
Carel Boshott's volkstaat concept”™ — were
considerad.

Proof Gerry Coovadia, executive membser of
the UDF in Matal, and Alexandra community
leader and trade unionist Maoses Mayekiso both
stressed that apartheid, and “apartheid
violence” in particular, remaned the major
obstacle and threat to peace in South Africa
They said there was no objective evidence
suppesting that the country was on the brink of
massive change. Prof Coovadia said the
democratic movement could, theretore, not
withdraw “one iota” of its pressure on the
Bovernment,

Regarding security, Coovadia sand after yvears
of deliberations on an alternative vision for
South Africa, the democratic movement had
arrived at what amounted Lo a set ol minirmum
conditions for a free country — socially,

The German ambassador, Mr |. Stabreit,
with Natal Witness editor Richard Steyn
(left) and Tex Harris, US consul in Durban
(centra},

politically and economically, Among its goals
were a participatory democracy which could
take the ordinary person beyond the formalism
of voting every five vears, and could ultimately
lead to state and local authority “gradually
hecoming one’’.

Reparding economic policies, Prof Coovadia
said the movement recognised the importance
of a strong and growing economy, but growth
would not — as in the past — be allowed to
take place “at the expense of everything else”

In a seminar on “majority rule and minonty
protection”, Prof Louwrens du Plessis of the
law faculty at the University of Stellenbosch
pointed out that a clear understanding of the
economic implications of “cormective equality’
would have to be instilled in whites. He said
many whites believed that equality began and
ended with “equal opportunities”, not realising
that a post-apartheid society would demand a
“systemn of equality wherein injustices of the
past must be redressed”. Whites would need to
come to terms with matenal sacritices because
the imbalances of the past would be “redressed
at a certain expense”, he said

Touching on the fears that exist on both
sides of the palitical spectrum, Prof Du Plessis
argued that the “purely racial” fears of whites
would be easier to overcome than their
“prvileged class” fears. He suggested, however,
that these fears would not be insurmountable
if whites could be convinced of the long-
term advantages that their "sacrifices” would
produce.

Black fear is penerally manifested in mistrust
— a state of mind akin to fear, according to
Prof Du Plessis. This mistrust was born of bitter
experience, but too rigid a persistence in this
attitude would bedewvil progress, “There are
whites whowant transformation and not merely
just the reformation of structures,” he said
Mutual trust — and a loss of fear — was pssen-
tially established at nterpersonal lewvel, b
this trust showuld ultimately also be reflected in
structures

Several black delegates participating in this
debate urped whites to shed their fear and
ignorance of fellow South Africans by b
coming involved in progressive organisations
"By joining these organisations they will know
exactly what is going on in their country, We
are delaying hberation by not working to
pether,” one delegate said, Earber on Prof
Coovadia also noted that most whites still
appeared to be almost unaware of the hard-
ships of the oppressed. He urged whites to stop
being “wvisitors to the struggle” and to start
becoming “residents” in the process of national
liberation

To Page 14
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No holy cows
for Saunders
at UCT

By Pierre de Vos

One day | would bke to go back to being a full-
time physscian,” confesses Dr Stuart Saunders,
wice-Chancellor and principal of the University
of Cape Town who was chet physician at
Croote Schuur Hospetal betore his appoant-
ment a5 prind ipal in 19817

Dir Saumders, whose medncal caneer took hem
trom Groote Schuur to Harvard Medscal School
and Massac husetts Ceneral Hospital before he
sefthed down 1o the ob as senior lecturer in
medicine at UCT in 191, s a medical man
through and through. His speech & peppered
with medical metaphors and be says that even
his appointment as vice-chancellor couldn
keep him away trom at keast some involvement
m medicine. He has been an honorary consul-
tant on the joint staff of Groote Schuur since

1983 and earlier this year became a honorary
tellow of the College of Medicine of South
Afnica

D Saunders, a member of Idasa’s board of
trustees, was appointed as vice-chancellor after
being deputy principal (planning) for only three
vears. "l didn’t find the transition from being a
doctor to running the university difficult at
all.,” he says in his spacious wood-panelled
oftfice on the lower campus. Intact. he believes
that there are striking similarities between the
two jobs. “As a physician one deals with people
all the time. Similarly, as vice-<chancellor it is
important to be able o listen (o other people’s
problems. One must be prepared to become
involved in dialogue and discussion

In the recurrent clashes between students
and the police on the UCT campus Dr Saunders
has shown his commitment to resolve these
conthots by drawsng both sides into a discus-
son. He has become a tarmbiar higure at these
mnCdents. abways occuapyving the maddie ground
between the police and students and calling
tor Calm — trom both sades. “ My mam am s o
et a peacetul resoluton ol the seemingly
mevitable conthcl™ he savs. Not that he ap-

PROFILE

Dr Stuart Saunders
prepared to become involved in dialogue
and discussion.

one must be

proves of the way in which the police normally
handles the explosive situation created by their
presence. 1 believe that the right to peacetul
demonstration is a tundamental part of demo-
cracy. We don't want the police on the campus
to enforce their political will, but when a clash
is looming | try to negotiate with the police to
create the opportunity for the students to pro-
test for at least a fair amount of time.”

Saunders’ commitment to freedom of speech
and the right to criticism and protest poes back
a long way, In his inaugural address in 1981 he
already stressed that “there can be no ‘holy
cows” immune 1o analysis and criticism”™. But
this alone would not make UCT a respected
and outstanding place of learming, he warned
“It is essential that the university should abvays
seek the highest possible scholastic accome
plishments in recruiting and promoting staff. A
university which doesn't give pride of place to
scholarship wall soon become an intellectual
i 0 ¢

The university should on the other hand
make sure that i s open to all and that entrance
critena ane Lasd dosn by the unnversity, and not
Pl s nEms

In layving down these criteria one should

realise that although we are pant of the inter-

national academic Commiunity, We ane a univer-
sity of Africa and a university in South Atrica
Black and white youth in South Africa arrive at
the university with totally different experniences
Universities give a cruclal opportunty 1or these
voung people to live and leam together and
this s crucial for the future of South Africa.”
Saunders says  There aren't many places where
white and black people can really meet as
equals. That s why universities have such a
crucial mission, because they are paving the
way for how South Atrica will be one day

In a way then, that whah s happening more
o less spontaneous by in the unmeraty enclave
& being nurtured outsede by organsations like
Idasa. Saunders’ commitment to ldasa’s work
15 theretore not surprising — When Alex Borame
and Van Iyl Slabbent sked me to senve on
Idasa’s board | accepted immediately,” Saun
ders recalls. 1 think that Idasa’s attempts to
merease dialogue and debate in ths country s
crucial in ensunng a peacetul future. And | am
delighted that they have made good progress
in bringing people together.”

Apart from his full-time duties as vice-chan-
cellor Dr Saunders is also kept busy by his im-
volvemnent with the National Botanic Gardens
of which he has baen a trustee since 1982, He is
also a trustes of the Chris Barnard Fund and the
Higher Education Trust, and in 1985 he served
as president of the South African Institute of
Race Relations

His main concern at present, however, still
stems from the squeeze on finances. “ It worries
me tremendously that we won't have enough
money to maintain our high standards at the
university,” he says, The increase in the number
of black students means that more funds will
be needed for academic support programmes
The apartheid system, and the accompanying
interior education system for blacks, have
created a tremendous need for programmies
and finance to enable black students to over-
come these handwcaps

But D Saunders remains optimistic. “When
one has sucoess n raising funds and one can
see 3 realsation in productive terms of the
idealism and deve of students, it does some-
thing for me. it gives me hope and satisfac-
Lo

But a long. uphill battle still ies abead be-
tore D Saunders will be able to go back to
being a phhsician — something e dearky wants
to do

Alricans
settfements, bucket todets, impassable roads
drd fragmented wpgraching

SOCIAL HISTORY TOURS OF ALEXANDRA

Oin the doorstep of Johannesburg, just down
Lows Botha Avence, over 140 000 peaple live
o Jusd Pwo sgusane kilovmetnes of fand

It s another world for most white South
o i ovvercrowdled homes, shack

It is also a township with a neh history: from

bus boyootts and natorious gangstersm in the

1950s ta the famous Mayekiso trial last year

Attempts by the government to furn it into a
hosted town faled in the seventios and now

there is a new attemgl to transiorm i il an

elite township

Idasa has develdoped a social history Todr of

the toasnsh 1§

The towr, which lasts abowt two hours, takes
participants frovms e cirmer OF Bhe fowrnship
to the obther and includes places where history
was made, the squatter camps, the site of the
so-called people's courts which was the focus
of the Mayekiso treason trial and the upgrading
PrORFAMIMiss

It begins at the Alexandra Art Centre and
ends at a shebeen where participants get the
apportunity foo meod commonity leaders, The
towr also stops at one or Iwo places where
again participants aie able to meet residents

Idasa will also provide fact sheets an
« Facts and figures on the township

o History of Alesandra

o The implications of the loint Management

Swstem for e Fownship

ldasa provides the transport — an Alexsandra

taxi — which accommaodates about 15 people

The cost s K0 per person while students.,

pensioners and unemployed need only pay R0
These rates are negotiable

i you would like 1o come on a tour or would

like your company, organisation or friends to

come as a group, please contact us at 071-
4033580 or write to us al P.O, Box 32804, Braam-
fontein, 2017, Tours are run during the week

and on weekends.




One nation, many

Democrats tend to downplay or ignore the
competition between nationalisms in South
Africa, according to Prof Hermann Giliomee
(right). In this article he explains his own
position on nation-buliding - and takes Dr Alex
Boraine to task for wanting to get away from
the idea of two nations.

Who's stumbling
on the road

to a common
nationhood?

Eroblems!

£ x

By HERMANN GILIOMEE

Because the project of building a commaon
nation m South Afrnca has only just started
there r a strong tendency among democrats to
downplay or ignore the fact that we have a
competition between nationalisms in South
Afrnca. It is almost as if they say: “Let’s first get
the vote for all and only then worry about
instilling a sufficiently developed sense of
common nationhood ™

| assume it is for this reason that some people
have been upset by the view | expressed at
several Idasa conferences, starting with the
historic one in Dakar, that the best way to build
a democracy in South Africa is not to deny or
reject the fact that we have at this stage two
nations in South Africa — a predominantly
white and a predominantly black one — but to
accept it and to explore ways of facilitating a
reconciliation process between these two
nations. At a recent conference in Johannes-
burg Dr Alex Boraine also opposed this view
because it, in his words, “institutionalised the
idea of two nations”. He added that this was
“exactly what Idasa wants to get away from”™.
[ Democracy in Action, May 1989)

In view of the great need for debate on
nation-building and democracy in our country
| am grateful for the opportunity Democracy in
Action has given me to restate my position.

To start at the beginning: everyone would
surely agree that to address, and resolve. any
conflict one must understand its root cause.
This is also true of the South African conflict

Scholars hold essentually two views of the
historic causes of the South Atrican conthct
To simplify greatly one view argues that there
has been conflict in our country over a long
period because of conilicting ideas and
valwes. In this perspective blacks and wintes
believe that they belong to different races,
communities and nations. They make ther
sense of nationhood the basis of their political
identity and they tend to ascnbe certam supe
rior qualities 10 that nation

The other view holds that conflict is decisive-
ly shaped by the fact that whites and blacks
belong to ditterent classes which have conflict-
ing interests.  According to this perspective
there s conflict in South Africa because the
dominant class refuses to part with their ex-
clusive control over land and industrial capital
and their apartheid-based privileges.

My study of South African history and poli-
tics has convinced me that there are elements
of bath in our conflict, but that when it comes
to the crunch people in South Africa (or, for
that matter, in other ethnically-divided socie-
ties) are moved maore by the emotional power
of nationalism rather than by materialist con-
siderations { jobs, rewards or privileges).

If this is indeed so we must look at ways to
resolve the South African contlict from the

latter perspectrve. In other words, we must
explore how an Afnkaner/white naton and
African/black nation can co-exist peacefully in
South Afnca My suggestion would be for the
people(s) of South Atnca to become engaged
in a process of nation-building in which we try
to construct a transcendent South Atncan
nation with its own distinctive set of symbaols
and values. This means reducing both Afri
kaner and African nationalism to second-level
or sub-national loyalties. | believe we can do
this because (a) neither Afrikaner nor African
nationalism can prevail over the other over the
short to medium term and (h) the existence of a
considerable middle ground in South Africa
comprised of people who don’t necessanly
identify with the one nationalism or the other.

This brings me to Dr Boraine's words that my
view “institutionalises” the idea of two nations,
something which Idasa “wants to get away
from. | suspect that behind this line of think-
ing lies an anticipation together with certain
political and academic gualms. The anticipa-
tion is that Afrikaner or a broader white nation-
alism will disintegrate over the short to medium
term because of pressure from within and
without, and the greater attractiveness of the
idealogy of non-racialism. This is a fallacious
assumption. There is nothing that suggests a
break-down of Afrikaner, or broader white
coherence

The qualms are twofold. political and aca-
demic. The political gualms can be disaggre
gated. There s on the one hand people who be-
Iveve that nationalism s by its nature exc lusnve,
setting up a disastrous either you/or | dicho-
tomy as far as control over the state and terri-
tory 15 concermned. This 5 nol comect

Matwnalst demands can range from exclu-
sive control (as in South Afnca under Verwoend |
through coequality (as in Canada, where
French-Canadians have rejected 2 separate
independence and have settled for 3 system
which grants them a special status in Quebec
and specifsc provisions for the French Languape)
to the recogmition of minonty nghts.

On the other hand there are those who have
problems with nationalism because they bee
lieve that this will foreclose the search for
democracy in South Africa. After all, demo-
cracy usually requires a common sense of
nationhood. For those who are concerned
about this | refer to South Africa’s Options, by
Van Zyl Slabbert and David Welsh, which states
that the following countries are democratic
despite the existence of strong feeling of
nationalism or communalism among one or
maore of the population groups: Belgium, Cana-
da, India, lamaica, Mauritius, Senegal, Singa-
pore and Switzerland

Then there s the academic qualm about
nationalism and idealist interpretations. Scho-
lars in general much prefer interpretations

[he Sead-Atraman

which stress class of socio-economic differen-
tiation Until the mid-1970s they tended to
consider warnings not to underestimate the
emational strength of nationalism as outdated
or embarrassing. Outdated it certainly is not;
in fact the class interpretation is on the defen-
sive. As for embarrassment — we simply wall
have to get aver it. Trying to sweep the ethnic
divisions in one society under the carpet is in
fact counter-productive. It s exactly those
societies which tried to downplay or denigrate
the ethnic factor (for instance India) that ran
into te severest problems, while those who
tried to take proper account of it enjoyed great
stability {Malaysia)

In ecent iimes the single most important
conclusion scholars in the field of contlict
mediation have reached is that the force of
ethnonationalism has been greatly underestr-
mated Nathan Clarer wntes: “We became
more aware of ethnac strams and potential con-
tlicts Ethnity began o appear as a universal
force with a power to move people that was
putting class in the shate ™ Walker Connor
writes It risks tnteness (o note that dunng the
past two decades ethnonationalism has been
an extremely comnsequential force throughout
the first. second and third worlds Femn
indeed are the scholars who can clam erther to
have anticipated this global upsurge n ethno
natwonalism or have ecopmsed its early mane
festatons

Dr Boraine is cited in Democracy in Acton
as saying that we should rather devole atten-
tion 1o debate about a post-apartheid South
Africa. That debate is an important one, but it
has in some quarters assumed wnreal and
escapist features — almost like a debtor who
does not try to resolve his financial difficulties
but rather day dreams of hisdebt being written
off o the bank being nationalised

Idasa has played a valuable role in stimulat-
ing the debate about alternatives in South
Africa. It is well placed to organise a confer-
ence on the most formidable of all issues — the
national question, In the meantime | would
like to sugeest that Dr Boramne and | debate this
in your columns

O Pral Gillomes heads the department of political
stuilies a1 LICT.



BOOK REVIEW

Middle of the
road solution
for SA

THE PASSING SUMMER by Michael
Cassidy. {London: Hodder & Stough-
ton, 1989}

The author of the book is welHonown in South
Africa as an evangelist and preacher. His
evangelistic approach together with his con-
cérn for the socio-political situation in South
Africa, is a much appreciated combination

He writes the book because he believes that
there are genuine Christians on both sides of
the conflict in South Africa. The result of this is
that “in many ways, our political problem is
really a religious and theological one, and to
miss this is to miss a crucial component in the
whole drama™. :

A definite purpose throughout the book is to
explain to people that time i running out in
this country of us. This is also illustrated by the
tithe “The passing summer™, as well as by the
quote of Martin Luther King (jrl, at the begin-
ning of the first chapter

"There is such a thing in history as being too

late with the right answers

The writer gives us substantial background
information about the historical situation in
South Africa. He gives special attention to the
conflict between the Afrikaner and the colonial
powers. The book is definitely written in a
wider context than just the South African
situation Especially for people outside South
Afnica, but also for many people n South Africa.
it 15 important to understand the struggle of the
Afrikaner in order to understand the roots of
apartheid. namely colonialism.

Cassidy discusses the “fruits” of apartheid
He sketches the structural injustices and black
protest. The results of Bantu education; deten-
tion without trial; race classification and forced
removals are illustrated by telling the story of
people who are personal friends of him.
Although Cassidy gives a lot of hard facts about
the political situation in South Africa in this
chapter. it is the true stories about real people
that give one an wes of the injustices in South
Africa

The first four chapters are historically
inclined. The next concemns the task of the
church in South Africa. Here Cassidy makes his
own theological premises clear, namely that
the church must understand Cod and his
creation in awider context. A misunderstanding
of God and Christ results in a kind of Christianity
that is so busy with the minor things that it
becomes blind to the major things that happen
around it. The church has a responsibility to
connect the vertical and the horizontal: to
seek 3 holistic minatry

Cassidy gives attention to some of the
important isswes in the church in South Africa
the Kairos Document, black theology, black
comsciousness, ideology, military service,
active resistance, civil disobedience, sanctions.
communism and the relationship between
church and state. Unfortunately some of his
conclusions are oversimplified.

He attaches much importance to the concept

UTcsOrlove
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of reconciliation. Thes 15 a concept that causes
much dspute in South Africa these days
because of the way it s misused by many
Christians in defence of the status quo. He tries
to interpret it in a wider context and wams that
if supporters of reconciliation in a soclety of
conflict are not committed to dismantling
unjust structures, it will further undermine the
credibility of the church

The guestion can still be asked whether
Cassidy does not simplify the solution for South
Africa by using reconciliation as “the easy way
out

The same onitigue can be held against the
book a5 a whole. Throughout his book there is
a sort of “rmddie of the road™ trend. Cassidy
makes it clear that there is injustice on all the
sides and he delivers critique against all sides
and at the end chooses the “middle of the
road"” solution of recanciliation.

In his last chapter he puts the socio-political
situation in a wider perspective, namely otoer-
nity. Although most people will agree with his
view, that there is more to life than the soco-
political stuation in South Africa and that we
must keep the eternal perspective in mind, the
emphasis in hes last chapter gives the idea that
he wants to tone down everything he wrote

erarl ier

Cassidy is an eloquent writer. He tells stories
in much detail and with compassion, also being
tactual and entertaining at the same time. His
passion for the gospel and justice is clear. To a
certain extent he succeeds to integrate his
evangelical and political views. In a country
where the church has a tendency to separate
its call for pustice from its mission as a church,
2 book such as this 5 of utmost iImportance

Although he makes controversial statements
and many people would senously differ with
him, it is an important book for anybody to
read, especially those members of society who
call themselves Christians and are invalved in
the church

O Bobby MNelis a theologlan and attached 1o the Duich
Relormed Mission Church in Cape Town

Education f
liberation

By Marian Shaer

Some 60 Cape Town women devoled a week-
end in August to looking at constitutions: how
they are made, what they should consist of and
how they should be amended and be enforced

In the opening address of the weekend con-
terence which was tacilitated by ldasa, Eleonore
van der Horst, an advocate and chairperson of
the Western Cape branch of the Women's
Bureau stressed that women represented 50
per cent of the adult population and that they
should therefore play an important male in
negotiating the political future of South Africa
She mentioned two prereguisites
* Women should understand the long term
implications and appreciate that there will
always be conflicting interests which need to
b balanced;

* Women should be familiar with the basic
concepts of constitutions and constitution
makng.

Aptly. it was for these reasons the conference
had been arranged  After the Harare women's
conference in April the Western Cape dele-
gates wdentifwed the need to eguyp themselves
with the tools needed by participants in the
constitution building process. This was re
aftirmed at the conterence when a speaker
encouraged delegates to make sure that it
would be costly for the decision makers to
exclude women

Dr Dorothy Driver, a lecturer in English
literature at the University of Cape Town,
analysed the language of the ANC's Consts
futional Cuidelines, focusing on women in
particutar. Dr Dnver concluded that although
the document uses gender neutral terms,
women exist in the guidelines only as mothers
A specitic clavse s included to ensure that
‘women have equal nghts in all spheres of
public and private life and the state shall take
atfirmative action to eliminate inequalities and

Pretoria’s his

In june ldasa’s Pretona office, with a forum
entitied “Reustance in Pretoria”, launched a
long-term history project. This project of re
writing the history of Pretoria will hopefully
culminate in a conference and a publication in
about three vears” time. One might ask: Why
re-write the history of Pretoria? [Does Pretoria
have another history?
The word “Pretoria”™ has too often and too
long been used as a synonym for the word
povemnmment People have been led to believe
that Pretonia has but one face — the face of
aparthesd. They Laugh when they hear you are
having a meeting about resstance in Pretona
“What resstance?” they ask
With our meeting on resistance to apartheid
in Pretoria we were introduced to a differemt
Pretoria — Pretoria as a city with a history of
resistance (o apartheid and oppression, Mr
Andrew Boraine, a housing consultant for Plan
Act, explained how the povernment’s urban
policies over the last six decades disrupted the




or (women’s)

Speakers . . . Dr Mamphela Ramphela (above) and Dr Dorothy Driver (right).

Delegates .

discrimination between the sexes”™ Dr Driver
asked why women need to be reterred Lo
specifically and whsther it was bocawse women
were absent from the rest of the document?
Duestions were asked on whether there
should be nit-picking about tull stops, commas
and pronouns. Dr Dover referred to the Zam-
bian constitution which does not inc lude “sex”™
in its terminology when it defines discrimina-
tary practices. If this small provision was made,
it is argued, many of the discriminatory laws
and administrative practices in Zambia would
immediately have become unconstitutional
Ms Rhoda Kadalie, lecturer in anthropology
at the University of the Western Cape, provided
a thorough backdrop of the oppression of
women in South Afnca. She explained that
while men controlled women’s work, sexuality
and reproduction, women are oppressed. This
subordination will end with the abolition of
the sexual division of labour; swhen women are
alleviated from the burden of domestic laboor

fory rewrtten

Fwes of blacks, but e alsodese ritsed bow these
policies resulted in resistance.

Township speakers told fascinating stones,

foor example a story ol a potato boycolt in
Pretoria and one about the women's march to
the Union Buildings. 1t became clear that thene
are many stories like these two — the problem
'Ii*_-. to fined them and to wnte them diwn
We hope that this project will lead the people
iur Pretoria to realise that they share a proud
Vhistory of resistance, This recognition might
lead to an increasing awareness that Pretoria
can become significant in the process of
change. By working together and writing to
pether Pretorians will discover a wealth ol
resources, skills and enthusiasm
Who knows, a ness social bistory ot Pretoria
might stun people mto never using " Pretoria’
as a synonym for the word “government” again!

Lou-Marie Kruger
Pretoria Regional Co-ordinator

Margaret Fourie, Hella Gobel and Denise Ackermann (above right).

and child-care; with the removal of all kinds of
institutionalised forms of discrmination: the
attainment of political equality and the free
dom of choice over child bearing; the adoption
of adequate measures against male violence
and control over women

Dr Mamphela Ramphela, an anthropologist
at UCT, explained that these criteria can anly
be met it the “villain-victim”™ scenano was
rejected. “Waomen often assume that the
problem lwes with men and forget that we
actively contribute to creating this society.”

Ms Kadalie extended the argument by explain-
ing that there were forms of oppression and
exploitation directly related to race and class,
tor example, domestic work, unegual pay,
enforced contraception, migratory labour and
torced removals, sguatting etc. There were,
however, forms of oppression that atfected all
wiormen, albeit in ditterent ways: perceptions
among women Of their dutes in the home with
repgard to child-care; housework: servicing thie
neads of men: ieas of feminiaty; health care
tor women; issues ot rape and abortion;
violence against women and child abuse; lack
ol creches; child-care; paternity care and
rmilitarir ation

Ina torum featuring @ cross SECticem of v ikws
ranging from the positions of the Federation of
South African Waomen to those of Career 2000
there appeared to be hittle hope that the
participants would settle on a strategy fo
organise and unify women N a country so
starkly divided by race and class barriers. Dr
Ramphela stressed though that it was important
toy contront thas sssue — ot the difterentiatoen of
PERET AMONE Wiimen was ignored, consensus
would not be based on reality and false expecta-
tions would be rased. Ses Myt le Withooit, of
thie South African Domestic Waorkers” Linion
cautionsd against a preocoupation with catepo
rising women. “We are all women of Sowth
Africa. | am a woman of South Africa, Don'e
put any Clouds on me

Ihe necessity torwomen to be educated and
organised, and [o market freminism as a way ol
enfiching humanity was reiterated in most
workshop sessions. That women themselves
wirre among those this message needs 10 each
was sprelt out by several speakers, including

e . ]

Wedma Odendaal. OIE SLID-AFRIKAAN

Phalograprs by

attorney Sarah Christie, who reported the
tollowing incident as an example

“A sepmior shop steward ina large tactory was
charped with the rape of a fellow worker and
members of the shop stewards” commint tee wiene
also apparently implicated When the com
plainant reparted this to the ractory personne
officer, she was attacked by women at the
plant who accused her of being a scab, or
breaking the union

Repeated emphasis was also placed on the
fact that a constitution has o command broad
hased respect to be successtul. This made the
need for education a priority.

Participants ended the conterence by tor
mulating two proposals to take back to thes
orgamisations: Firstly, that an information pack-
ape he commled which will retlect the con
ference procesdings and serve as a tool fod
education; secondly, the establishment of an
extra-parhiamentary women s Comimissian ko
ddo research on the position of women in South
Africa. The aim % to collect the intormation
which will ensure that the necessary emphasis
15 placed on non-sesism o in a few Constitution
for South Abrica

O Marian Shaer is the Wedorm Cape Regonal Lo

ardinator of ldass

4



Scholars make
sport(s) of
apartheid

It is seldom that pupils from Afri-
can and Afrikaans schools have
the opportunity to partake in any
activity together. It was with this
in mind that the Western Cape
region of ldasa recently organised
an afternoon of sport for 35 pupils
from Cape Town's northern
suburbs and Guguletu.

Graeme Meintjes, a student
who co-ordinated the event for
Idasa, said the prejudices and
stereotypes built up through a
childhood of separation were
clear from the outset. However,
as the afternoon progressed the
pupils mixed in teams for games
of volleyball and soccer and it be-
| came obvious that these pre-
judices were being questioned
and ignored. There was a spirit of
discovery and a need to share feel-
ings. S5ome of the pupils remained
reserved, yet they were interested
in this new experience,

After a fiercely contested game
of soccer the group gathered to-
pether for a short discussion about
the afternoon. It was agreed by
all that much had been gained
and learnt and that further events
should be held with more pupils.

An Afrikaans boy from the
northern suburbs commented:
“All South Africans — black,
brown, English, Afrikaans or any-
thing — must come together and
meet.” All had definitely gained
something new to speak about to
their fellow pupils.

Skrywers soek
antwoorde

Die Afrikaanse sknywers wat aan
Idasa se Waterval-konferensie in
Zimbabwe deelgeneem het in
Julie, ontgeld dit nog steeds.
Sedert hul terugkoms moes die 45
skrywers en akademici fel kritiek
in die Afrikaanse pers verduur —
veral oor hul “verwelkoming” van
die ANC se standpunt ten opsigte
van die akademiese en kulturele
hoikot,

Die skrywers het reeds 'nowye
recks vergaderings dwarsoor die
land toegespreek waartydens hulle
mede-skrywers inlig oor hul in-
drukke van die gebeure by die
Victoria Watervalle waar hulle
gesprek gevoer het met Suid-Afn-
kaanse skrywers wat in noue ver-
bintenis met die AMC staan, Een
van die vergaderings is in Kaap-
stad deur sowat 30 lede van die
Afrikaanse Skrywersgilde byge-

REGIONAL FOCUS

Prof Ampie Coetzee

woon. Sestiger-figure Jan Rabie
en Abraham de Vries en skrywers
so0s Elsa Joubert, Barend Toerien
en Phil du Plessis was teenwoor-
dig.

Die vergadering had veral twee
sorge: waarom is soveel “jong”,
“ongevormde” breine (Jan Rabie
se woorde) na die konterensie met
die ANC genooi en wat het die
Afrikaanse afvaardiping beweep
om ‘n kulturele boikot — 'nvorm
van sensuur — te onderskryf?
Deelnemers Ampie Coetzee, Wel-
ma Odendaal, Hein Willemse en
Annie Gagiano het weer eens pro-
beer verduidelik: die konferensie
was gemik op jonger sknywers;
dié boikot word nie beskou as
sensuur nie — skrywers wat ge-
kant is teen apartheid word nie
persoonlik daardeur geraak nie.
Hein Willemse het die lang ge-
skiedenis van die kulturele boikot
sedert 1968 peskets. Hy het aan-
pevoer dat die jongste ingryping
van die ANC nou vir Suid-Afri-
kaners binnelands en buitelands
kultureel in 'n beter posisie as ooit
tevore plaas; dat dit eintlik n
poging is van die ANC om beheer
uit te oefen oor ‘n boikot wat jare-
lank al hoofsaaklik deur nie-Suid-
Afrikaners toegepas word — met
ironiese pevolge soos 'n verbod
op die oorsese vertonings van n
lohnny Clegg of ‘n Robert Kirby.

Dié antwoorde het duidelik nie
bevredig nie, want nie almal is
bereid om die boikot bloot te aan-
vaar as ‘n uitvloeisel van apart-
heid waarmee Suid-Afrikaners in
hierdie stadium van die stryd wir
lief moet neem nie. Barend Toe-
rien wou weet hoe die kultuur-
hoikotters sou voel oor 'n uitnodi-
ging aan “oorlede Caruso”™ om in
Suid-Afrika te kom sing. Sal dit
heskou word as bevordering van
apartheid? En Marjorie Wallace
het halfkwaad verwys na “al die
gemors wat ons op TV sien” en
gesé dat dit 'n direkte gevolg van
die kulturele boikot is. Douglas
Reid-Skinner het gevra hoe die-
gene in die stryd sou voel oor
anti-apartheid skrywers wat die
kulturele boikot teenstaan.

Maar die vergadering was ook
apsoek na meer fundamentele
antwoorde na aanleiding van die

:
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“ontluikende” verhouding tussen
skrywers en die ANC. Vir sommige
wil dit Iyk asof selfs skrywers wat
inderdaad teen apartheid gekant
is, nou die “vennote” moet word
van 'n politieke organisasie soos
die ANC. Die digter Phil du Plessis
het dit onomwonde gestel dat hy
die tentakels van ‘n nuwe totali-
tére bestel in die verwikkeling
sien. |s die sknywer dan net van
belang as hy in die diens van die
ideologie of die stryd staan? Rabie
het gesé dat die skrywers wat
reeds dekades lank al die voor-
skrifte van die regering teenstaan,
nie nou geneé was om hulle aan
die gesag van die “cultural desk”
van die breg demokratiese be-
weging te onderwerp nie,

Hein Willemse het dit beklem-
toon dat die ANC dit belangrik ag
dat groepe soos die Skrywersgilde
wat teen apartheid gekant is, hulle
teenkanting moet omsit in kon-
krete optrede. Douglas Reid-5kin-
ner het hierop gesé dat die ware
dilemma van die saak blyk tewees
of “skryt as ‘'n politieke daad ge-
definieér kan word”.

Gunther Pakendort het die skry-
wers vermaan om nie individua-
lisme so heftig te verdedig nie.
“ly gaan nie die staat isoleer as jy
jou op jou individualiteit terug-
trek nie. Skeywers hoef nie hul
individualiteit prys te gee om die
staat te opponeer nie.”

As dié vergadering enige aan-
duiding is van die woelinge wat
in Afrikaanse skrywersgeledere
heers na die Waterval-konferen-
5ie, is ‘'m mens geneig om te dink
dat die geleentheid dalk in die
toekoms onthou gaan word as ‘'n
helangrike keerpunt vir Suid-Afri-
kaanse skrnywers.

Ronel Scheffer
Direkteur Publikasies

Pupils take
part in Alex
‘clean up’

A small group of white scholars
who attend government schools
in lohannesburg visited Alexandra
in July to take part in a “clean up”
project in the township,

The scholars met at the black
taxi rank in Rosecbank. a suburb
north of lohannesburg, and shared
a combi taxi with black com-
muters. It was their first expe-
nence of this nature and their first
trip to Alexandra, an urban-rural
township 13 km north of Johan-
neshurg. They joined other parti-
cipants in a litter "clean up™ in-
itiated by the Alexandra Action
Committee, the local civic asso-
ciation. Participants included

Winnie Mandela, Moses Mayeki-
s, the general secretary of the
Mational Union of Metalworkers
of South Africa, and church
leaders.

After the clean up, the scholars
joined youth leadership for lunch
at the Alexandra Arts Centre. They
discussed the role of youth in
shaping a future society and poss-
ible joint activities between black
and white youths

Louisa Douwes Dekker, who
led the white scholar delegation,
emphasised that there was an
element of fear among the white
parents and youth as a result of
apartheid. She commended Idasa
for facilitating understanding be-
tween the different youth groups.

Patrick Banda
Transvaal Regional
Co-ordinator

Namibia leads
way towards SA
negotiations

“The South African authorities
should take heed of the futility of
a drawn out and costly war in a
situation where the outcome is
inevitable.” This, according to
Laurie Mathan of the Namibian
Information Group, is one of the
most valuable lessons South
Africa can learn from Namibia at
present,

At an Idasa forum in East
London, he stressed this point by
adding that the Mamibian contlict
was being resolved by political
and not military means. He point-
ed out that in negotiations there
were three vital factors: the parti-
cipants, the aims and the process.

He added, “the question in
South Africa is not whether the
opposing would talk, but when
opposing sides would talk, but
~hen these talks would take
place”.

Negotiations in South Africa
would flow from the Namibian
experience, and must include the
AMC, not because of the need to
“stop the banning” rather because
of the mass support commanded
by them.

Other issues, aboutwhich South
Africa could learn from the Mami-
bian experience, were how to
elect a transition ruling body, the
role of the SADF and how its
activities could be monitored and
the role of the SAP. The role of
outside bodies like the United
Mations was yet another aspect
of Namibia from which South
Africans could leamn.

Cindy Deutschmann
Border Regional Co-ordinator
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A rethink on ‘City politics’

By Max Mamase

SOIME YRS agn, Civie organsations in Por
Elizabeths black wewwnships put foraard the
demandg tor “Une Oy, One Mumad |:1.ﬂ|l:1.
S e Theen v lave '.l.l'[:'u':ss.t_-:f — i e ol L
st T bwkent pereods of our oowntny s hesiory
esrstance D e povermment § sysiem ol
weparate local avthontes lor each racal group
ldasa’s conference, entitled "One City, One
MAumicapakity A Lrbhical Apprasal |, reopemisd
the debate in Port Elizabeth on 14 lubye. It was
time o make an assesoment of an dea whsch
had, in some ways, gone full circle around the
country and come back to Port Elizabeth five
years later. From the stormy years of opposition
to black local authorities in 1984/5, when many
in the Eastem Cape ceased to tunchion under
popular pressure, to the rent boveotts in Trans
vaal and the recent “single tax-base” argument
of the Soweto People's Delegation; from the
campaign arund “grey areas”™ i Hillbrow to
the emergence of a broad "Open City™ cam
paign against the Group Areas Act in Cape
Town; from the attempts of Petermantzburg
2000 to plan for the Tuture, to the buikding and
then crushing of alternative local foems ol
represeniaton in ownships under The State of
Enerpency. The ssue of “City politics s
been placed firmly on the agenda. While even
the Port Elizabeth City Councsl acknowledges
e et hiC Ny Of r'-.'IHJ"';:." Tl SEEDarale WoE Al
authoniws fof one area. how OO0 wWie mawe
ennad] thirs sdfwation
Kehla Shubane, of this Wits Centre oo Polcy
Studies, opened the debate by placing it firmly
m context. He outlined how the present mult
racial local govemmient system works, and hiow
it th'l_ 1% dwlir ||'-. s, His resagarch |r1|_‘|||_ At that
the townships “expon”™ labour to white cities
“the net eftect of this system is that white
towns Feceive a subsidy in the torm of labour
and buying power of township folks™, The con
sequence of such policies, he argued, are by
cotts, strikes and other torms of popular struggle
around issues such as rent, transport, electniciny
and health services, The duplication and in
efthcwncy of senice provision, and the vast
bureaucracies required o maintain such a
system, make the present local povernment
structures extréemely Costly (o the oo
hvan Knge, Port Ehrabeth Oty ool
responded to Shubane's paper by stressing that
e Dede=ilong Tactor i e oOurate reod sl

that 1fs o

of the poveerniment LD reCognise
cepl of “growup Oevelopment s flanaeg 1 =y
aree e Clarrmesd] . armvndvetl na T hend for weays 1o
preserve grou arncas without the Croup Areas
Act, ey Cheanly would ke LD Deesaorve radrsm
by another name”. Knge felt that o would b
fantasise = of Port Ehzabeth could lead the way
m appdying “one management 1o one oty I
wias important to “demand immediate recog
nition of the tact that we all wani representa
Eicem ooy onrnae dod .|i,||11hnr|1'-. which is not rai |.1||l.
hased

lan van Gend, Democratic Party WP o
Croote Schuur, then gave a succint analysis of
the povernmint's Free Settlement Areas Act,
explaining how thiy “compound rather than
alleviate the problems inherent in multeracial

local gowvernment Ihe intention of such

Fanelists . .. Mr Rory Riordan, director of
the Human Rights Trust, Mr Max Mamase,
co-director of Idasa in Eastern Cape,
and Mr Ivan Krige. Right: Mr Jan van Gend

meEdsures, o e poasermiment & il wwas Do [t
a tinger in the dvke”, to strengthen rather than
weaken residential segregation. He raised the
infereshing oehate about whet his |he legrslatson
ciould be used by those opposed 1o Zroup areas
i have entire areas dieclansd free settlement
Areds
Arter a panel discussion, tollowed by a butiet
||.|Ih_ :|'| WAy Mo |:||.'||||'I|.;|I|H P EeTs sWeaere
delivered. Mark Swilling of Planact in Johannes-
burg, looked at the mplications of building
non-racial local government. He stressed the
importance of building truly democratic local
Bpovernment on prepearatioen 1o the future, and
took a hard look at some of the practical prob-
lems which will have (o b contronted m a
reconstruction’” phase, In terms of immediate
strategies tor “contesting the future of the
=5 hq_-:_:u[l'lnu'-:! o e it it b .:1| 1k I;'I
negolatons A SRR .’:n'.rll.-'rl:|l leaders anc
white establishiment infisresis. labour-camia
siraleges Winene Shc-s ew A © O ] £ DA TEAIN
with chambsers of comamesrce and inousiny ovet
township development, “Open City™ cam-
pagns, a5 0 Lape Tosen agaanst the Lroup

L= as ’.,' AN ¢ armanets Tow e ity o

T -
AT R e ST 1% ST 2% sEnaled antd

taking e sspe of ressdentlial sesreealion

r;i1Th-|-r O TR meesed 10w O san e Lai-Thase T T
city. and the demand tor podtscal NepEreseEnia-
Decem &L hoCal kvl B0 D ImDi=rad ial
leremiah Sulelo, givng 8 township perspe

tive on non=racialsm and democracy 1-1._;':-|.3|1r'|-
ol to an entranced audienee just himw the Por
Elizabseth Black Civie Organisatioon had bunlt
up its oawn structures of street and area com
mittees, Peboo, he claimed, envisaged this as a
truly democratic, grassroots-controlled system;
it would be wise to extend this system to all
areas on a non-racial basis, to ensure a tuture
syslerm ot ||r|, ._|| PO ermiTent which represents

LAWY b |::|". & InEerest s

After further guestions from the Hoor, the

COH e WS '-".'.I:I:'Fl‘f'ilr LEgY h"i- al "-||||-',_|-:|""'\I1I|-|'

that ldasa assist with research inio thee s
dalities of a “single ciy” of Port Bz atetn

T the fears of

hs Subeslo put o y albeviats

many wihile peogies who Dedeeve on wihial Dhesy
term “dominatvon” by blacks. the natona
el rat strugese Debeswy=s [nal moe-7a40 .l
o % vy Ol Pl Teoe ey rielnd® o=F o s biradvy il
Arec a4 has been  muil-r3codl Trosn T ay YV a
Ewhwwsck landed ere Son-faoainm has m
thieri B0 G wath gooiep intenests | e o o Tion
o thee enferesgs of whsbe peopde o black pesoph
o the so=Called coloumsd peogle. Arvybody wihio
has Bisien e lected by the people to be presaent in
4 councl sall nod e fthere m The inierests of
black people or white people. but in the
mterests of everybody im South Atnca. To apply
the principle of non-racialism, blacks wild b
prepared to elect even P W Botha, it he was
||l|'||,|l|'|| L reeparesee i [|11- imterests OF Pviery
bosddy in South Africa’

O Mas Mamuse B Cosdirector of Idasa in the Fastern
Cape
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Idasaq, Five
Freedoms
‘Rali’ youths

O August 5, ldasa participated
in “Rali Day" in lohannesburg, an
event for school pupils through-
out the country organised by the
Race Relations and Youth Leader-
ship Initiative (Rali). Rali aims to
provide opportunities for black
and white students to interact and
learn together.

Idasa shared a stall with the
Five Freedoms Forum where we
showed videos and distributed a
pamphlet telling pupils about our
programmes, especially our social
history tour of Alexandra town-
ship.

Many scholars came to watch
the video "Going Home” which
depicts the history of two photo
journalists — one black, one
white. There was also much inte-
rest in the video “Freedom Square:
back of the moon” which deals
with the forced removal of black
people from white Johannesburg

Patrick Banda
Transvaal Regional
Co-ordinator

Black Sash and
Kontak meet
in East London

Kontak and the Black Sash: seem-
ingly the only thing they would
have in commaon is that they are
both women's organisations. So
thought many in East London,
until a recent meeting in which
the two organisations gave their
views of the role of women in the
apartheid and post-apartheid
South Atrican society

What emerged was a lot of
common ground, Their methods
of working against apartheid may
differ but their ideals and visions
for the future hardly differ from
each other. The role of Kontak
can perhaps best be seen as that
of reconciliation while that of the
Black Sash is to attack, by legal
means, the “belly of the beast”

Kontak strives through social
contact between women of ditfer-
ent races, to promote the idea of
non-racialism. Both speakers
agreed that women had an impaor-
tant role to play in creating a new
South Atrica because women
were less likely than men to
sacrifice people for theories,
ideologies and the attainment of
wealth or power. Mrs Annemarie
Mutt, president of Kontak, said in
their view the role of women at
present was one of “negotiation,

REGIONAL FOCUS

Contact ... Annemarie Nutt,
president of Kontak (right) and
Jenny De Tolly, vice president
of the Black Sash.

compromise and reconciliation”™.
The alternative, she said, was
revolution which would “destroy
everything women had been try-
ing to build up”, Women she said,
“are the opinion makers of the
future because they mould the
opinions of the children, in whose
hands the future lies”

Mrs Jenny de Tolly, national
vice president of Black Sash, out-
lined the formation of the Black
Sash in protest against the mani-
pulation of the constitution (in
1953) to remove “‘coloured”
voters from the voters roll. Mrs
De Tolly said white South Africans
would have to accept that the
future will have to bring a radical
redistribution of political and
economic resources, She told of
her time in Canada, as a “squat-
ter”. She lived in a community
threatened with removal and this
highlighted and personalised for
her the problems of many families
in South Africa.

When guestioned on the nego-
tiation issue, she replied that in
her view negatiations were im-
possible under the State of Emer-
gency, while leaders were in
detention and organisations ban-
ned.

Mirs De Tolly in closing shared
her feeling of hope with those
present: “Recently | have had
cause for hope — | have began to
see a future beyond apartheid,
beyond the terrible conflict that
we are locked into. | see a level of
pragmatism, both in the corridors
of power and in some quarters of
the liberation movement — a
recognition that there should be
a shared future and that it will
have to be negotiated”

Cindy Deutschmann
Border Regional Co-ordinator

Lessons for SA -
from Paraguay

Important lessons could be drawn
from the dismal showing of liberal

and left-wing groups in democra-
tic and free elections in Latin and
Central American countries, ac-
cording to Dr Stanley Greenberg,
former director of the South Afri-
can Institute at Yale and at pre-
sent a highly acclaimed political
analyst and pollster in the United
States.

Dr Greenberg talked about his
experiences as a pollster in the
recent elections in Paraguay and
El Salvador at the tirst of a series
ot lectures presented by |dasa at
the University of Cape Town,

“Progressive forces in these
countries were convinced of the
historic inevitability of their mass
support and spent all their time
talking about the election pro-
cess and not about the real issues
that affected the people in their
daily lives,” he said

“There was a belief that the
national majority would express
itself in favour of the progressive
forces if the blockages were clear-
e They believed it was only the
fascists that were keeping them
out of power.”

Greenberg warned, however,
that one should be careful in
drawing parallels between the
events in South America and in
South Africa because of the dif-
ferent histories of the countries.
“It may well be that the colonial-
ist imperialist nature of the pre-
sent regime would compel the
national majority to vote for the
anti-imperialist, nationalist forces.
But the lessons learnt in Paraguay
and El Salvador should be part of
the thinking ot the leftt in South
Africa because consenvative forces
will definitely explore these op-
tions,” Greenberg said

He listed five lessons to be
||;-.;_|rr'|t 1”_1ITI I"Iih. l_‘.lFlE'riE'l’ll %
= The right-wing might be able at
a given time to populanse their
cause regardless of their track re-
cord. This happened in Paraguay
where the corrupt second-in-com-
mand received more than 70 per
cent of the vote
* In electoral politics image-
making might be very important.
In Paraguay, for example, the
party successtully built the image
of a party of the people.

* One shouldn't underestimate
Ih!;' FI_]lI’:' Uf r'l'l(“it"l'l'l- L'.i-]!"l'l']i-]i].’,_l'l
technology. Conservative Ameri-
cans helped co-ordinate a slick
media campaign that reached out
to voters in the remotest areas

« The self deception of the |eft
led to incompetence and inertia.

* Dne shouldnt underestimate
the extent to which people worry
about social decay. The prospect
of political chaos was a big factor
in deciding the vote in El Salva-
dor. “In short: peasants some-
times have interests that cannot
he defined in ideological terms,”
Creenberg said.

Pierre de Vos
Publications Staff

‘No bifterness’
in Namibia

Some 200 people attended a pub-
lic meeting entitled “"Voting in
Societies in Transition™ which was
hosted jointly by Idasa and the
South African Institute for Inter-
national Affairs at Wits University
in August

Speakers were Prof Stanley
Greenberg, former director of the
South African Institute at Yale
University in the United States,
and Hennie Serfontein, freelance
iournalist and documentary film-
maker.

Hennie Serfontein spoke on
MNamibia, “The elections will not
be tree and tair,” he said, “but
will give a fair and free reflection
of the actual situation.” South
Africa would put a lot of effort
into making the elections look

credible

Serfontein is personally con-
vinced that Swapo will win a two-
thirds majority. However, Swapo
is facing a number of problems
such as the question ot “Swapo
prisoners’, the fact that 40 000
white South Africans have the
vote and possible election irregu-
lanties. Swapo will also have to
retain white confidence and effect
reconciliation with the Herero
population groups.

“Mamibia is a place without
hitterness,” concluded Serfontein
— and there is tremendous pres-
sure for reconciliation from the
frontline states and the inter-
national community

Discussion time was lively and
centred mainly on Mamibia. This
clearly indicates interest in how
developments there may influence
our lives here in South Africa.

Liesel Naude
Transvaal Regional Director
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Nuwe insigte oor
SA-beleid ontbreek

THE DEFENCE OF WHITE POWER:
SOUTH AFRICAN FOREICN POLICY UNDER
PRESSURE

Jaster, B.5. Macmillan & The International
fnstitute for Strategic Studies, London
{204 hladsye, ongeveer R130)

Suid Afrika se buitelandse beled mag met die
eerste pogopslag virdie gewone Suid-Afrikaner
van min belang wees. Trouens, studies oor
hierdie onderwverp is vir vele slegs van akade-
miese belang Vir diegene wat die Suid-Afri-
kaanse politieke dinamika beter wil verstaan,
15 ‘nwyer perspektiet egter noodsaaklik

e huidige globale beweging in de rigring
van toenemende ekonomiese interathanilik-
hexd hou vir Suid-Afrika belangri ke implikasies
in. Dwe Sowpet-Linie se “nuwe™ benadering tot
die oplossing van streekkonflikte, soos onlangs
in Kamibia en Angola geillustreer, is 'nverdere
kenmerk van die veranderende internasionale
toneel. Hierdie verwikkeling beteken dat die
politieke toneel in Suid-Afrika, wat reeds die
aandag van die wireld geniet, al hoe meerdeur
die optrede van internasionale akteurs be-
invioed gaan word.

Die veranderende internasionale politiek het
teweegeebring dat die skeidslyn tussen “n rege-
ring s& inteme en eksterne politicke beleid so
vervaag het dat waamemers ‘n staat e buite
landse bebeid a5 'n Tunksie van sy huishoude
hke belesw beskou

Hwrdw perspektief impliseer dat de Sud-
Afnkaanse regenng se buitelandse belexd tot 'n
Eroot mate in téerme van sy apathedsbadesd
ontleed kan word Heehwat skrywers oor buite-
landse beleid verwys na die Suid-Atnkaanse
regenng s “soeke na sekuriteil” en Tbesker-
ming van apartheid” Jaster gebruik ‘n soort-
gelyke benadering. Suid-Afrika s buitelandse
beleid is volgens hom van belang vir die wéreld,
omdat dit ‘n belangrike steunpilaar vir die be
skerming van wit minderheidsregering is. Die
verdediging van apartheid is trouens die enkele
oorkoepelende funksie van die Suid-Afrikaanse
regening s¢ buitelandse beleid. Die doelwitte
van hierdie beleid word deur laster beskryf as
die soeke na ‘n verweer teen die “lotale aan-

slag”, asook die soeke na 'n teenwig teen
pogings om Suid-Afnka mternasionaal e 150-
leer. In suider-Afrika het Suid-Afrika sy oor-
weldigende ekonomiese en politicke mag aan-
gewend om buurstate te dwing om guerrilla-
aktiwiteite teen Suid-Afrika aan bande te |@

Suid-Afrika se buitelandse beleid word ge-
volglik deur 'n futiele en dikwels desperate
soeke na sekuriteit gekenmerk. Dit sluit die
soeke na klignte en bondgenote in — Westerse
state wat aan Suid-Afrika toegang tot hoé-
tegnologie kan bied: mede-geisoleerde state
soos lsrael en Tawan wat militére kundighesd
en tegnologe kan verskaf, en ondergeskikte en
afhanklike byurstate wat na Pretonia se pype
sal dans Jaster som hierdie soeke s0 op
“Pretoria’s leaders have been willing to wel-
come as an ally any state which would support
their struggle against an alleged Moscow-
directed external threat, and which would
accepl, or at least not challenge, their system
of white minority rule”

As bogenoemde die breé raamwerk vorm
waarbinne laster buitelandse beleid ontleed,
waaropor gaan sy boek dan? |Jaster poog om
Suid-Afrika se buitelandse beleid as 'n respons
op binnelandse politieke inisiatiewe, inslui
tende die "totale aanslag”. te ontleed. Sy aan-
bieding word in vier dele opgedeel: die Afr-
kaner se persepsie van Suid-Afrika se inter-
nasionale rol; dwe formulering van buitelandse
beleid, wisselende buitelandse beledstrategies;
en venlegtende verhoudinge met die Weste

Hoe suksesvol 15 |laster? In soverre Sud-Afrika
s buitelandse belewd in histonese terme be-
skryt word, slaag Jaster geredelik Sy beshrywing
van Suid-Afnka se militére betrokkenhesd in
Angola #n Namibia, asook sy stralegie van
regionale destabilisasie, vorm 'n interessante
oorsig. he res van die boek s eglter minder pe-
slaagd. Die proses van buitelandse beleid-
formublering is 'n onderwerp wat in afgelope
jare met groot entoesiasme deur plaaslike
skrywers aangepak is. Dit wil voorkom asof
|aster se ontleding van die besluitnemings-
proses grootliks op die werk van Geldenhuys,
Adam en Giliomee, Grundy, Seiler en andere
steun. Dit bied gevolglik geen nuwe insigte nie.

The Detence
of White Power
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Jaster s hootstuk oor “Pretorna se kermvermoe”,
alhoewel interessant. gaan mank aan 'n belang-
rike vereiste: relevansie. Jaster merk sell indie
hoofstuk dat Suid-Afrika geen ooglopende
strategiese rede het om kernwapens te besit of
te vervaard g nie.

Twee verdere tekortkominge is die afwesig-
heid van ‘n deeglike teoretiese raamwerk, wat
tot ‘'n beperkte vooruitskouing lei; en die on-
kriticse gebruik van die “totale aanslag™-be-
grip. Is hierdie begrip (of sindroom) nog geldig,
of word die belangrike beleidmakers se wéreld-
beeld deur resente internasionale verwikkelinge
beinvioed? he antwoord op lassgencemde
vraag behoort stot virindnngende navarung e
beed

Dhe waarde van laster se boek & in de be
skivwende aard daarvan. it B egler tesell-
dertvd sy grootste pebrek. Alhoewel dit Jaster
s doelwit was, het by nie ‘n indringende ont-
leding van die Suid-Afrikaanse regering se buite-
landse béleid gemaak mie. Verskeie ander
skrywers het voor 1988 juis dit probeer doen —
en met groter sukses.

Anthoni van Nieuwkerk

O Anthom van Nieuvwkerk is navorsingsbeamp-
te by die 5A Instituut vir Internasionale Aan-
geleenthede

Letters rompages

If we really beleve that we must start
buld tomomow today, then we cannot but
condemn these actions. One hopes that Dr
Slabbert and ldasa would continue to create
the opportunity tor people to come together
and hear each other out — the government
and disruptive elements permitting

Jill Weintroub

Cape Town

Working with Idasa

| have encountered vour organisation through
magazines and the press, and wltimately
decicled that this was my kind ol organisation

— one that will help me tight this oppression
and collaboration wihich exast n Oour couniry

I belong to the Chuenespoort Youth Congress
at the moment and | am prepared and willing
to work with vou sade by ssde uontill this evil

regime i3 eradicated. B L Chaub
Chuenespoort

Matter of fact

Dr Van fvl Slabbert, Idasa’s director of policy
and planning. has pointed out that an article
under thie headline, “The battle tor a non-racial
state”, in the July edition of Democracy in
Action could possibly create senous confusion

| conceming the relationship between “nation

and “state

D Slabbert explained  “There 1 a fundamen-
tal difference between a one-nalwn sfafe amd
one nationstate The latter refers to an
integrated state which may have a diversity of
groups without them shanng a common sense
of nationhood. The former refers precisely to
an inegrated state where there is a sense of
nationhood.

“What | tried to say was that the NP has now
accepted the concept of an integrated state
but not the idea of one nation. This shift is
going to generate a whole range of contradic-
tions which the NP is histonically incapable of
resalving with the segregated structures it has
created.”
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New ideas needed in
SA - US academic

Too few ideas are being considered in South
Africa at present Lo ensure a democratic future
for the country, according to Prof Donald
Horowitz of Duke University in the United
States

Addressing a public lecture on “ethnic groups
and democracy”. which was hosted by Idasain
Cape Town. Prol Horowitz also emphasised
that there appeared 1o be a reluctance to “pet
on with planning the future™ in South Afnca

This is Prof Horowitz's second visit to South
Africa. He beleves “timing” has become more
critical 1o a negotiated settlement since 1985
when he last visited the country. During that
penod, the UDF had experienced many suc-
cesses and the government seemied wounded
“The time for drastic change s not when one
party is wwnning and the other losing™ he
explained The mutual vulnerability which the
government and the Mass Democratic Move-
ment is feeling now is a better climate for a
settlement

Although there is agreement that the future
government should be one in which no parties
dominate, certain parties do not recognise that
the starting point to any democracy is universal
suffrage. In South Africa, the whites are reluc-
tant to accept universal suffrage because they
see it as black rule and white exclusion. The
result of a historical pattern of exclusion from
the electoral process was that blacks were
equally reluctant to discuss a future electoral
system. The constitutional guidelines of the
ANC states that every person will have a vote,
and that the electoral system will be negotiated.

The timing of instituting democratic pro-
cedures in a society is of great importance.
Prot Horowitz is of the impression that “earlier
is better” To dispel any argument against this
point of view, he used the example of Malaysia
and Sri Lanka Although the former is a country
nddled with ethnic divisions, because steps
were taken early the country today experiences
good ethnic relations. The procrastination of
implementing similar reforms in Sn Lanka has
resulted in two © vl wars

By putting the process of democratisation
off, inevitable ¢ revs wall result and there wall be
no time to plan properly, says Prof Horowitz
He beleves that the most successful way to
establish an inclusive democracy is to phase it
in. With the prevailing atmosphere of negotia-
twons in southern Africa, Prof Horowitz wamed
against what he referred to as the “contract
| fallacy”. This, he said. resulted in the negotia-

tors’ arrangements being accepted as correct
The South African situation would benefit more
by a “social contract” which reflects the broad
wishes of the people.

There are means of creating incentives in an
electoral system to ensure the accommodation
of different ethnic groups. Prof Horowitz gave
the example of the Nigerian svstem negotiated
in 1978. in this system, the presudent s elected
if he has a plurality of votes nationally — he
also needs a geographical distnibution of 25 per
cent of the votes in two-thirds of the states
This ensures that the presuident has to have
wide appeal and torces politicians to have an
accomodatie attitude

Marian Shaer
Western Cape Regional Co-ordinator

Scholars to set up
more encounters

The Port Elizabeth scholars who had been part
of two ldasa organised weekends at the Tsitsi-
kama Lodge earlier this year have met again
and relived some of the experiences of two
weekends. Around the campfire and braai, at
this reunion, many stories were told which
revived fond memories of the “Tsitsikama™
experience,

But the get-together also had a more serious
objective. Time was spent ascertaining the
impact which the non-racial weekend had had
on the lives of the scholars involved. Partici-
pants spoke of what they had done since, to
bridge, in whatever small way, any gaps they
experienced as a result of the apartheid divide.

They also spoke of the future and their plans
— and it was of no small encouragement to the
organisers that it was “our” future that was
spoken about No cognisance of racial differ
ences any longer: it was our shared future.
Many leaders in our country could take a leaf
out of the book of these scholars as they
purposed jointly, to move towards a nonracial
and peaceful future And we who are older can
rest assured that a future built on such a2 whole
some foundation holds security for us too

The scholars have asked for more regular
meetings of a3 committee or council. which
could have as its obpective the ongoing plan-
ning and setting up of nonracial encounters.
And they have asked Idasa to co-ordinate their
efforts. By channelling this sort of enthusisem
idasa belwewves that the future can be hamessed
by the might of youth. We hope these wholars
projects move from strength to strength.

Keith Wattrus
Codirector, Eastern Cape

Security
From Page 8

In the “law and order” seminar, Prof Tony
Matthews gave a sobering account of the
present securnity legislation and State of Emer-
gency regulations He identified a growing
tendency to remove legal controls over the
security forces and to reduce their account-
ability to both the courts and the public. He
pointed out that, instead of promoting law and
order, the use of secunty legislation and
security forces as part of a programme of
political control was making violence and
conflict inevitable He cited the increasing

number of guerilla attacks and the 3 500
“unrest” deaths between 1985 and 1987 as
evidence of this trend

Opinion was divided with regard to whether
the present legal system was so “diseased” that
it should be completely revised or whether it
was preferable to simply abolish the worst
aspects and to create a new hybrid system
which was more responsive to the needs of the
society, Most participants agreed that a bill of
rights supported by an independent judiciary
would be an important feature of a post
apartheid legal system

O Ronel Schefler s Idasa's Director of Publications
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Leuens stc
van wit be

Deur Pierre de Vos

Blankes se onkunde oor wat in hul eie land ge-
beur — en die halwe waarhede en levens waar-
mee hulle grootgeword het — s dewr byna al
die sprekers wat by 'n ldsa-konferensie oor die
geskiedenis van weenstand in Suid-Afrika op-
getree het, aangestip as die grootste struikel-
biok wat in die weg staan van blankes se eie be-
vrydhing.

Die konferensie, wat in Augustus op Stellen-
bosch plaasgevind het, is gesamentlik deuwr
ldasa en die Stellenbosse tak van Regslui vir
Menseregte aangebied

Die konferensie het byna skipbreuk gely
nadat die lokaal in die Universiteit van Stellen-
bosch se regsfakulteit, waar die konferensie
sou plaasvind, op de laaste nippertjie eers
vanat 3.30 die middag beskikbaar was, Die
konferensie sou corspronklik om 9 vm begin
het, maar na ‘'n advertensie vir die geleentheid
in Die Burger verskyn het, het die dekaan van
die regsfakulteit, Prof CG van der Merwe, beslis
dat die konferensie nie gedurende klastyd mag
plaasvind nie omdat dit “dalk studente uit hul
klasse kan weghou”

Sowat 80 studente het die geleentheid by-
gewoon. Mnr Franklin Sonn, hoof van die Skier-
eiland se Technikon en voorsitter van die Suid-
Afrikaanse Onderwys Unie, het daarop gewys
dat die Afrikaanse gemeenskapsleiers reeds in
die 1930s en “40s ‘n stryd gevoer het om beheer
oor de onderwys van hul kinders te verkry.
“Die regening is juis daarom so bang vir ‘people’s
education’, want hulle weet baie goed watter
magtige wapen dit kan wees,” het hy gesé.

“Dhe Afrikaners het al sedent die derigerjare
die onderwys as 'n terrein van struggle gebruik
Toe generaal jan Smuts ‘n sisteemn van dubbel-
medumakole wou mmeoer, het die Broederbond
en die kerk bodkotte en versetaksies pepropa-
geer om die plan te beveg ™

Sonn het klem gelé op die ooreenkomste
tussen de Afnkaner se stryd wat toe teen dhe
Briite gevoer is en die stryd wat die swart ge
meenskap vandag teen die regering voer. Hy
het ook vertel hoe die Afrikaners na 1948 hulle
&e vorm van ~people’s education™ — Christe-
like Hodr Onderwys — gebruik het om hal
magsposisie te bevestig

“Dit is een van die grootste ironieé van die
Suid-Afrikaanse geskiedenis dat die Afnkaners
hulle struggle van verset nou vergeet het,” het
mnr S5onn gesé. “Dieselfde M C Botha wat in
1976 Minister van Onderwys was toe die Soweto
opstand uitgebreek het, het 30 jaar tevore boi-
kotte bepleit om die reg van wit kinders om in
aparte skole in Afrikaans onderrig te ontvang,
af te dwing.”

In 1948 het die Afrikaners die geskiedenis
herskryf en mites rondom Afrikanerhelde op-
gebou, “Swart kinders moes byvoorbeeld leer
dat Paul Kruger ‘'n held & terwyl hy ‘n gruwelike




aninweg
viyding

Dol Wit el S Ht-u" {_hrstehike Hoer
Onderwys het egter niks oor swanmense gese
om hulle te laat poed voel ote hulselt ne In
the amptelike west gawe van die peshoedenns 5
daar peen swart leser ne T M T RN T

s en sukke laars

W R TS I Sanfii i e n;ri'u- & |-|'!|1|-.'.i'[ﬂ M i
daadhwerklike poging van swartmense Cm ok
eovrs dhie Afrikaner enkele dekades tevore
bt oo dhee anbyownd v an hul ondenswsys te vier-
ey Y dlll,i.]g i e werwertamdd Yesen olee FERErings-
ondenays pesetel in die gemeenskap en word
dit goed beplan,”™ het Sonn pesé

Prot Colin Bundy, mede-hoof van die geskie-
denis-departement by die Universiteit van Wes-
kKaapland, het ook by die tema van wit Suid-
Afrikaners se omngeligtheid aangeslui en gese
wil studente is totaal onkundig oor die lang ge-
skiedenis van weerstand In Suid-Afrika omdat
skoolhandboeke nie 'n woord daaroor rep nie.
Hy het 'n bree oorsig geges van die moderne
Suid-Afrikaanse geskindenis wat hoegenaamd
nie deel van dwe amptelike sillabus uitmaak nie
en veral klem gelé op die strukturele peweld
wat deel van ons samelewing is. Prof Bundy het
gewaarsku dat die skyn van rustigheid, wat
deur die effektiswe onderdrukking van enige
ﬁ&-rr.r.and Fisismy il nis g i |.:l_'1hl_‘|_'l % Mie vir
altyd kan voortduur nie. “Die opstand s now
opgedam, maar die regering het nog nie eers
begin om die vioed van priswe wat in die dam
n sl Aan i speeek mee et b -F:l_!';-

Mnr Jan van Eck, de omsirede DP-LP van
Claremont. hiet ‘'n tweeladge semnng van die
4.:..! iy 31 -l_'hr L'...jr!rl'fu'rl! gl -I_’Ii" sinvd teen AT
e ban ':.['H‘r'! o UL Ny e
e il e i de parfement a8 oretevant at-
gemaak het, het by tog 'n mate van relevansie
aan dee wit huns tDEpeken omdat dit n
gl il an il o owat loesers an Sousd-
Afrika mn te lig oor wal werklik in dwe land aan
o gang 5. Up dw stachom kan de Volksraad
pebeunk wond deur partye met die doel om
blanke demokrate teé mobilaesr om hul dan by
die bees sirvd an D shaked © et gﬁf—

Want dwgene wal de blanke Kiesers so
slepse moet onthou: dit is wil Suid-Afrika wat
bevry moet word . Dhie blankes s onderdruk
hulle s vol vrees en voormordesl. Voordat din
e vierander nie, sal blankes mie beviy wess
rne.” Enodit is dieur deelname aan die Volksraad
wat die proses op die stadium nog kan peskied
meen Van Eck

“As die parlementére proses kan slaag om
die NP so te verswak dat by nie 'n keuse het om
te onderhandel mie, het dit wel 'n positiewe rol
gespeel,” bt by gese. Die stryd om ekonomiese
wvrvheid is belig deur mnr Amos Lengesi, 'n
aktivis wat reeds o termmyn van 20 jaar op
Robben-eiland dewrgebring het. Mnr Lenpesi
het gesé dat baie blankes verkeerdelik dink dat
die rykdom van die land hulle ontneem sal

Leslee Durr, Nusas-voorsitter op Stellenbosch, en Franklin Sonn, voorsitter van die
Suid-Afrikaanse Onderwysunie, diep in gesprek tydens die onthaal na die konferensie.

word as 'n mesrderhbeldsregering oorneem
“Ons wil net hit dat Suid-Afrikaners die meesters
van hulle eie rvkdom moet wees. Ons wil hé
dat die rvkdom al die mense in die land moet
bevoordeel,” het hy gesié

As daar 'n verdeling van rvkdom is, sal elk-
een 0 “regverdige deel” moet kry. “Regverdig
nie net vir die swartmense nie, maar regverdig
teenoor al die mense van Suid-Afrika.”

Mnor Lengesi het ook gewaarsku dat Suid-
Atrikaners nie 00s baie ander Afrika-lande wat
onathanklikhewd verkry het, die ekonomiese
slawe van hul “Westerne messters” moet bly
nie. “Politieke en ehonomuese onathanklikbeid
is mie e o nee. As mens net polities onathank-
ik raak, gebeurwat in Jaler gebeur het. Komup-
sie en magsvergrype deur ‘'n paar mense vind
dan plaas

Vir de studente wat die konferensie bype-
woon het en bigin wonder het hoe ol de
onkunde kin besweer, het prof johan Dhege
naar, dosent i pobiteke hilcsohie by die Unver-
siteit van Stellenbosch, stof tof nadenke e
il

S

Prof Degenaar het in sy toespraak oor die rol
van die universitell n ‘n veranderende Suid
Afrika verwys na die onkunde en gebrek aan
kritiese vraagstelling wat by wit studente ge
vind word en dit aan die rol van die universitei
as instelling pekoppel, "Ceen universitent kan
nedtraal wees nie,” het hy gesé. “Om andersins
voor te gee, |s om ‘n rookskerm oor die ware
standpunte en lojaliteite van die universiteit te
gooi.” Daarom is dit belangrik om altyd met ‘n
kritiese oog na die universiteit en die kursusse
wat daar aangebied word, te kyk

Dpvoeding moet o kritiese houding oor die
samelewing hié ‘n Sleutelvraag vir studente
moet wiees . vin watter tipe samelewing word ek
I"}l[l-ﬂ_r‘-vl.w!'!

Prot Degenaar het atgesluit deur Sokrates se
bekende woorde effens te verdraai: “Dis nie
net n geval van n ongeesamneerde lewe wat
mE e e weertd 14 oI Te leeT e maar ook
dat ‘n ongeeksamineerde unversiteit e die
mset e werd oo by e stucesr nee

O Pesree dhe Vioro woerk am bdass w8 Pubbh e -aidelng

World agrees on SA - Slabbert

1T was -.'I!d'rll;jjru: fosom only as Dy Van Fvl
Slabber addreswed a rapl audience on South
Africa in the 1990k in Durban recenthy. The
Idasa-organised SEning Svent was prepaned
for 200 people but it soon became clear that
interest was high as people continued to arrive

Describing the move trom a policy of separa-
tron to the acceplance by all except the
miost conservative elements — of a single South
Atrica, Dr Slabbert explained that the real
quistion was nos what that single South Africa
would ook like rather than whether it would
exist

He reminded people that the formula for a
political settlement of South Africa’s crisis had
been accepted by the international community
and the broadest range of anti-apartheid
groups. This formula of “unban (the ANC,
release [(political prisoners), dismantle [laws
affecting free political process) and negotiate’

wiod Contood the durectiiimn ol any meanngtul
seltlement and would restnct the Nationalst
povvermment in their conception of negotiation
Dr Slabbert was speaking dunng a three-day
wigil to Durban 1lurrl1|.{ wiheich hie aoidressed the
Central Durban Rotary Club, the Black Manape
ment Forum and held a number of private
meetings and brefings
In a meeting arranged with voung managers
of Hudson and Knight, part of the Unilever
group, Dr Slabbert provided a scenario for
business and looked at the threats and oppor-
tunities of the present contest inwhhich business
operates, The yvoung managers forem s an
innovation of Hodson and Knight and provides
them with a chance to plan a career develop-
ment and team buillding programme of their
W
Paul Graham
Matal Regional Director




BUSINESS

Business voice must be

heard in
polifics

By Ronel Scheffer

The business community has a clear role to
play in establishing a non-racial, democrat
South Alrvda Bt
monolithee by nature. its achwevements 0 the
political arena will reman bmited o some
extent  [hes shoulo i eseer e chistesr bursaness
men from remammg active initiators and

a¢ e comimunily s ol

partscipants o the i hdnl.,ll' P =

These important poants on the rale of busi-
ness in a changing South Africa were made by
the executive director of the Amernican Cham-
ber of Commerce, Mr Adrian Botha, at a Lusaka
conference in July. The conference, attended
by voung South African businesspeople,
academics and town councillors and members
of the ANC, was the culmination of a two-week
towr of Mamibia, Jimbabwe and Z ambia hosted
by Idasa

sy Botha told the conterenoe that husiness
in South Africa could not histoncally deny its
part n the development and manienanoe of
some of the key pillars of aparthesd such as the
mugrant labour system  In past decades it was
alue at et neptral — and in many enstanoes
il was, i Lact supportoee of the polifsdal status
(8 [V 18]

However, the track record of local and inter-
national business in South Africa in the late 7ls
and B0s has been more encouraging,’ sawd
Botha “Business has generally responded
positively and effectively to the sharing of
pOWET in its own bac kyvard with the trade union
movement,” he added. It has increasingly also
engaged itself in projects of community I.JrI|IH-
menit outside the factony Rates and In many
instances it has shown a commitment toswards
a niew owder . ¢ learly and umambsguoushy repect-
ing the sssential principles of apartheid

simertheless. an enormous amount still has
toy b chone o establish a free and sconomiscalh
viahle democratie country and busaness
action, the effects of which should neither be
rwagperated or underestimated. could make a
et ferenoe

Dealing with the diverse character of the
busimess cosmamunity in the country, Mr Botha
emphasised that “capital” had always been
highly fragmented in South Africa. These frag-
ments at times competed and at other times
i oalesciedd in terms of economic activity as
wiell as riflationships with the government

Fowr many decades persistent controversy
has raged in South Africa about the nature of

the relationship between capitalism and apart-
heid ~ said Botha. The different schools of
thought on the ssue all generally “make the
mistake of using collective nouns to describe
industry, business, big business ana capital as
if they were descnibing a single orgamised
ety L irsrmirmen Eh'npq_]l.ar rederences o Lhe
b rarisa ¢ cerrmurty - aluo emply fhes cusdenc e

Adrian Botha
(right) with ANC
executive member
Ruth Mampaoti and
Hennie Strydom,
of the University
of the Free State
law faculty.

Business as usual . . . in the Lusaka flea market, where Randburg businessman
Roy Rudolph, a member of the Idasa tour group, clearly enjoyed himseilf.

of a co-ordinated community capable of acting
together. But, in reality. “capital 15 a category
rather than a community”™, sad Botha

He added that, if the term “capital was to
be wwed in South Atmca, i woulkd be more
meaningiul o speak of dET
cultural capital, commercial capital. industrial
capital, English capital and Atnikaans capstal

fior Ewample

wanted: a transition
process that limits

loss of life,

resources and motivation

The fragmented and competitive nature of
business meant that a strategy such as, tor
example, withholding tases 0 sancTon govVerm-
ment. would not have much chanoe of sucoess
change stratemy which depends on
unifued action tor 1ts sucoess will not be viabile
precdnw erual © oA ruies, and smalber Dike-mmded
groups have 1o look at areas where they could
possibly be eftective

But Botha underlines that there are other
factors in addimon to its fragmented nature
which limit the political influence of the
business community. These include business
dependence on the state and on a skilled white
labour force with right wing views, and also the
tradition of deliberate apolitical behaviour and
thinking in business circles

According to him, the key strategic guestion
s hiow thi¢ business sector can conbmue Do

As Ay

periorm ity essential function a8 an agency o
productve economic desel opment ared simisl
taneoushy contribute sgnificantly to the pro-
cesa of polilical change

He suggested that one of the goals of =n

Ightened businessmen, leaders and organsa

ticns should be to support a process of trans
fon !h..l lirmis the loss of life, of rEesources and
of motivation This process should, however
be as speedy as possible and it should streng-
then exsting trends and organsations that wili
help to ensure the realisatun of the deswed
oAt -aparthesd soc ety

While maintaining pressure on the povern-
ment 1o Change unjust linws, DUSIness can, in
fact. succeed in breaking down apartheid
within its own enterprises and should therefore
make the workplace the tirst prionty tor action
In the workplace employess could, for example
he eelucated about the benetfits of a non-racial
society, effective training and management
development programmes could lead to true
black advancement; freedom of association
rould be encouraged, participatory manage-
ment styles could be developed and employvees
could be assisted to overcome legal obstacles
which restrct their freedom of Chosce in Society
eg housung, health care and educaton

Outside the workplace., business could
beiecaimies aCtrve o rmpeeao ng the gual ity of Lite
o the commumity n the e o educatson
health care and housing. In addition, in order
to hnaden the economiic bhawss and dstnbute
s fruits among all South Aftncans, business
should channel effort into assisting black
businessmen to overcome the many obstacles
which they still face, including legal restric-
tions and financial constraints

Rotha said although business should con-
tinue to lobby government and provide support
bow progressive organisations that are actively
involved in the change process, its role was not
that of an alternative government oF opposition
party hs e e
have the r;ﬂh[ arst] The rlliljh:.ll son to formulate
wvimws on how political power should be struc
tured and most constructively exercised
Sowth Altnica

Hut as corporate Citizens
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