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SOUTH AFRICA’S major extra-
parliamentary opposition groups
yesterday defiantly thrust their heads
above the Emergency parapet.

In their first concerted cffort to
regain the political initiative from the
government since the Emergency was
declared, they launched a nationwide
resistance campaign.

At a press conference in
Johannesburg — hurriedly convened
for security reasons — prominent

leaders of the United Demecratic
Front, the Congress of South African
Trade Unions and the National
Education Crisis Committee emerged
from hiding 1o announce a
“momentous’ campaign for National
Unity Against Apartheid and the
Emergency.

The joint call represents a
“reorganisation and galvanisation of
our forces which have bezn besieged
in the months of the State of
Emergency”, said Murphy Morobe,
acting national publicity secretary of
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Unions, UDF plan mass
resistance campaign

the UDF,

“After discussions, consultations
and arguments between us, we have
assessed our strengths and found
ourselves rcady to launch this
campaign,” he said.

Morobe was joined on the campaign
launch platform by Sydney
Mufamadi, Cosatu assistant secrelary,
and Eric Molobi, an executive
member of the NECC.

The official campaign statement
read: “Therc has never been a greater
necd for united action against the State
of Emergency which secks to destroy
our democratic organisation, and
against the apartheid government and

By SHAUN JOHNSON and
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its supporters who are intent on
destroying the economic and social
fabric of our socicty.”

Ten crucial issues will serve to focus
the campaign.

. The UDF/Cosatu/NECC alliance

calls on “all patriots” to fight for: the
lifting of the Emergency; the release
of Mandela and other political

prisoners; - the unbanning of
organisations; the establishment of
“people's education” and the

reopening of schools; the halting of
rent evictions; freedom of expression

and association; a living wage for all
workers; jobs for all; adequate social
security; and the right to sinke.

Morobe was reluctant to specify
precise actions likely to characterise
the campaign. His hesitancy might
have been due to security
considerations. But he also stressed
that “local structures are right now
deciding on forms of action. We don’t
want to prescribe to or pre-empt
them.”

Two new dynamics would emerge
from the campaign, said Morobe. "We
are drawing in ncw sectors of our
community which may not up to now
have identificd themselves openly

“simply sick and
Emergency”, and
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with the democratic movement
I'cople like taxi-drivers, ministers and
cven ordinary township shebeeners
have been affected by the Emergency
and need to come out clearly.

“We arc also implementing a ‘fence-
shaking process’ — pcople who
support this campaign must come oul
publicly and distinguish themselves
from forces still operating under
President Botha's scheme of things. It
is no longer good enough for people
to pledge support in the dark. This
campaign will result in the clearer
drawing of the battle lines in the
country.”

The campaign will involve a
concerted media and propaganda
strategy “to undo the negative aspects
of the Burecau for Information’s
propaganda machinery”.

It is also scen as a major step
towards unity of extra-parhiamentary
forces. Morobe hopes that "a process
is now starting whereby we can attain
the kind of unity we crave —
disparz'e forces in the political

_spectrum can be brought in. We seck
unity not only at the leadership level,
| but amongst the masses.”
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SOWETO was dark last night after
residents switched off electric lights
and used candles to honour the
“Christmas Gﬁalnst the Emergency”
call by the UDF.

Youths, chanting political ns
and singing freedom songs, ran along
the streets reminding residents who
had their lights on to switch off and
light candles.

“Switch your lights off, t up
your candles and read a p for
national unity,” the youths sai

In some parts of the township com-
plex even street lights were off and
most businesses were closed. by

All.huuﬁi nd Songs were sun
families in the areas visited by lgm
ness Day, tension was widespread in
the silent complex.

At shebeens, the usual noise from

werful music systems and I:tlligﬁ

dancing patrons were no
some uhegzem were hot operat-

ino

Soweto says
it with
candles

| SIPHO NGCOBO |

In Alexandra, youths went from
house to house urging residents not to
drink too much liquor.

The UDF’s C&rismdizs A&amt the
Emergency — the 10 ty —
is to last until Decembzr!m andythe
issue of detained children remains
one of the major reasons for the cam-
paign.

The UDF has said that on Decem-
ber 26, church bells would ring to
signal the end of the campaign.




Lights out
at start

of Black
Christmas

Many townships in the Pretoria-
Witwatersrand-Vereeniging re-
gion were plunged into darkness
last night on the first day of the
the Christmas Against Emer-
gency Campaign called, by a
number of  anti-apartheid
groups. ‘e

Residents turned off their
lights despite the distribution of
pamphlets asking them to ig-
nore the “Black Christmas” call.

There wag.an eerie silence in
Soweto soon after 7 pm and the
only lights to be seen came from
candles.

There was also darkness in
Tshiawelo Extension 3, Protea
North and Mapetla, Dube, Zola,
Orlando West, Orlando West Ex-
tension and Orlando East.

MONITORED

Youths who monitored and en-
forced the switch-off also turned
off street floodlights.

There were few people in the
streets and no incidents were
reported.

There seemed to be uncer-
tainty about when to switch
lights on again. Many families
did not do so until after 9 pm.

On the East Rand, there were
“eports of lights being switched
ff in kwaThema, Katlehong,
/osloorus, Thokoza and Tembi-
a, and street lights were re-
jorted off in Tsakane, Ratanda

nd Duduza.

Residents of Mamelodi, At-
ridgeville, Saulsville, Mabo-

ane and GaRankuwa, all in

retoria, also turned off lights.
Earlier in the day unsigned

amphlets were found scattered
the streets aof most townships.

Detainees remembfzred witn
prayer and symbolic candles

By Susan Pleming

t 400 parents, friends and rel-
‘:ﬂ:ﬂ; of nfetainees gathered ::,t St
Mary's Cathedral in Johnnnfs :;g
last night to pray for people iess
would not be with them e
Christmas. Red candles wrap :
in barbed wir;, vlvere place

thedral. _
aﬂ';'t;:ed;:: c::gatlon was urged to
turn off ¢lectricity from 'Ip‘:.‘:
until 9 pm each night antil Dece A
ber 26 and to light a cnndlef: ¥
remember “those who are suffer

ing at this time”.

ltlgl‘Ile Government has admitted
there are 256 chl:dren under the

of 16 in detention. .
ageﬂhhop Simeon Nkoane asked
for prayer that the children in de-
tention could spend Christmas
heir families.

Wi:\h ts1:::1I‘;ez'.v.man for the Detainee
Parents Support Committee, Dr
Msx Coleman, said that during
‘Christias abodt 10 000 families

" would be without family members

and 4 000 of these were under age
18.



Churches and
sports bodies
oin UDF call

By SEFAKO NYAKA

A CRQSS-SECTION of churches,
sporis organisations and over 20
organisations in the white community
have responded positively to the call
for a 10-day Christmas Against the
Emergency campaign, according 1o
Murphy Morobe, the United
Democratic Front's acting publicity
SCCrlary,

The National Soccer League (NSL)
and the SA Council on Sport (Sacos)
have endorsed the call.

The NSL's PRO, Abdul Bhamjee,
said his organisation has sent letiers to
clubs asking them not 1o engage in
friecndly games over this period. The
NSL will wind up its fixwures next
Sunday and most of its 1cams then
engage in off-season friendlics.

The National Taverners’ Associ-
ation has requested shebeens o close
at 8pm during thg 10-day period,
begining on Decembgr 16.

Morobe said the campaign has also
been endorsed by the Congress of SA
Trade Unions and the pewly-formed
South African Musicians® Alliance.

“The three weeks since the
announcement of the Christmas
campaign have been speny making
sure that people are informgd as 1o
cxactly what the campuign eplails,”
Morobe said. '

“In addition to approaching other
organisations, and discussing the
campaign in the organs of mass
democracy in the townships, we have
| produced an extensive range of
media.”

He said this was to make sure that
whatever “state disinformation is
spread — and expericnce tells us to
:xpect this — the people will be
weparcd and cquipped with an
inderstanding of the campaign.”

He said the campaign is being widely
liscussed in communitics, by street
ommittecs and by some of the UDF's
ffiliates.

11
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.as Agavast Emergency campaign gets wide support

By SOL MORATHI
(HE Christmas Against
the Emergency campaign,
running between Decem-

| ber 16-26, is receiving su
port, according to the Unit-

ed Democratic Front.

The UDF says the cam-
paign, “for 10 days of uni-
ty,” has been warmly re-

ceived by a number of or-
ganisations and the private
sector. . _
This includes a cross-
section of churches, sports
organisations such as the
NSL and Sacos, the
National Taverners Asso-
ciation, traders and over 20
organisations in the white

community. -

The campaign has been
formally endorsed by Co-
satu and the SA Musi-
cidns’ Alliance, and the

UDF is mistic a num-
ber of other organisations
will follow.

The focus on the plight
of detained children re-

mains oné of the central
thrusts of the Christmas

campaign.

Ina statement released.

this week, ilhe Lu{itl)tp says
the campaign open
with the gi:c ing of church
bells throu t the coun-
try at 6am on December

e ' ®

16. And candles will be lit
and families will read
ledges for national unity
tween 7 and 9am on the
same day.

At 6am on December
26, church bells will ring to
signal the end of the cam-

paign.

e e

UDF launches Christmas of Concern in Cape

CP Correspondent
THE UDF in the Western Cape has
launched a campaign highlighting
the plight of more than 7 000 t?etain—
ees who will not spend Christmas
with their families this year. -

At a Press conference this week
speakers said that during the
*“Christmas of Concern” campaign,
Christmas cards will be sent to var-
ious churches in the Cape for congre-

gations to sign.

On Thursday Black Sash presi-
dent Mary Burton and Western
Cape UDF vice-president Christmas
Tinto were the first people to sign a
joint Christmas car(fm

A series of lunchtime video
screenings and church services will
be held at the St George’s Cathedral
during December.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu will

also host a party for the children of
detainees at his home in Bishops-
court on Sunday, December 14.

UDF committees will also be hold-
ing a competition to raise funds to
buy food parcels for detainees and
their relatives.

“Many detainees are breadwin-
ners and Christmas will be a tough
period for their families."We hope to
make it a little easier for them,” a
UDF spokesman said.

B |
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