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%'URLZI)‘S ACCLAIM PUZZLES MANY

Does Luthuli deserve
the Nobel Prize?

IF Albert Luthuli a worthy
the Nohel
There

winner of
Peace  Prize?
some in South Africa who

Mationnls

nre
il ot think =,
isle, the Afvikaans Mress
amil the SABRO have

condemmation,

maile
clear  their

Their views need not e
serionsly regarided as they
spring ileeperanied

politieal prejudices,  They

(IR

o not even altempt 1o he
ulsjectivie,

But  there are undoubdedly
many White South Africans whn
are puzzled by the granting of
e award o Mr. Lathuli—
because his image in their minds
is thint of & leader of an owi-
lawed organisatiom, & man o0
whom the Govérnmend s con-
stdered il necessary to impose
several restrictive bans, and a
man apparen:ly dedicated to the
overthrow of much ihat While
Boulh Africans want {0 preserve.

Can  thizs really be a wise
choice, they ask. Haz Albert
Lauthull made the significant con-
tribuiion to man's peacelul pro-
greda which the besiowal of the
MNooel Prize implies? Whal is the
triee pleture of Albert Luthuwll?

Rﬂvealillg

Perliaps  Ehe most  revealing
Inslght into hiz personality lies
im a leiter he wrole [0 the
Secretary for Mative Affairs nine
years Ago. almost o the day.

Chiel of the small Amakholwa
iribe Im the Groutville Mission
Rezerve  since 1935,  Albert
Luchuli had eniered the Alrican
Mitional Congress aflter  Lhe
Second World War, whem the
shape of African aspirations was
just emerging.

He rose rapidly to leadership
and in 18952 was elected national
president eduring  the  ANMC:
Deflance Campaign. In which
thousands =oughl the repral ol
discriminatery  legislation by
aoffering themaelves for imprizon-
menl. Summoendd la Pretorla by
the Government, Luihuli ]
given the cholice of leaving the
ANC or being deprived of his
chiefiainship. He returned home
and apnswered in (Dese [Ermic

“Wno will deny theti 30 years
of my life Dhave been apent
knocking  in vaim,  patiently,
mederately and modestly ab a

toabgh and oulspoken eritie of
apartheid. He has condemmned
all Malionalist racial laws, and
has rejected separate develop-
ment schemes as  “adulterated,
peeudo forms of democracy.” Not
s long ago, he accused the
Government af *jaekbooting.”™
All ihiz makes him & "revalu-
tionary.” because o bring about
these aims, he musl necessarily
=eek 10 alier the basfe sbructure
of South Alrjcs, Meed it be
polnted  out  that, by {he
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standards of 20tk Ceniury West-
ern  civilisation, he [s merely
séeking what is  aniversally
accepted and recognised as right?

As the leader of his people, Lhe
casiest way in which ex-Chief
Lauthull could have sl about
fulfilling hia aims would have
been to  appeal fo emolional
nationalism.  This has already
beenn uzed effectively by the
gfrikanrr Mationalist group im
ollth Alvica, and the tentis
~BTTRIE RBT FHGHG Alricans—
partienlarly against the back-
ground of the wpsurge of Afriean
rationalism in the rest of the

Yet ex«-Chief Luthuli has thrown
hiz full force agalnst il, even 1o
ihe poinl of seeing the break-
away_ [rom his ovganisation o
the  militant F‘.'ll'l-.!f]'lﬂﬂ.lltsLt,ll
with iheir emphasis on Blackl
nationalism and the almost in-
evitable overtones of :|'a|1:|.|a.]|5m.1I

He has consistently
that ours s a
=gciely, 1o be shared by all. He
| has appealed tn Whites o recog-
nisge this and Lo accepl Lhal Lhey
musi give way,

WA
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In rallying his own people, he
las equally consistenily reminded
them that Black and White need
cach olher and depend on eacl

ik I
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continent—has been remendous,

declyred |
multi-racial | When released he was seriously

ot mestings imposed on him by
the Government,

There was some doubl =aa im
whether he could legally siiend
church services. He was advised
o seek the Minlster of Juslice's
permission. He told me, during
a conversalion ac the flme, thak
he would not de this. "I shall
nel a3k anvene's permiszion to
go and worship” he said.

Balieving that vielsnee ix
miorally wrong, he has  ales
malntained that {t would, in the
letig run, harm South Afrloas
interests because it would en-
gender unending bitiarmesg
between Whites and non-Whites,

He Iz well aware of the Whita
fear of dominaiion by Blacks,
His reaction ia typical: “One san-
nat avold the fact that Alfcicans
Are iR A majorlty. The only
solution  le b6 ensure  Ehat
Africans become saturabed with

democracy.”

r-poitly=put=aadiy thai (he "
1::-:113 mre doing anything bug
this.

All these vlews do nob. tn
themselves, make Albert Lathubi
exceptional. There are others
who think the same way., He
becomes a remarkable individual,
however, when his dogged and
unswerving adherence (o his
bellels are matched against the
nature of his personal experi=
ences in South Alrica,

Many bans

One ban afler the other has
been imposed on him by the
Government—Lile first was in
1853 and the latest baich, in 1850,
for a flve-year period. barving
him from meetings and conbin-
ing him te a 15-mile radius
around his home. The organiza-
flon of which he was president,
has been proscribed: 'White Lhugs
ael, upon him when he addressed
a mecting in Preloria: he wasx
arrested for high tresson and
diseharged a year laler,

He wins arresbed af the stort of
the State of Emergency lasy vear
and detained for five monihs.

il from a heart ailment, He was

j fined R2I00 and given a  sus-
| penced jail sentence last yvear for
urning his reference book

Even mare importani. perhanps,
i= the facc that he has heen
acorned, rejected and vilified by
the (Government of his sountey,
Although he is (he acknowicdged
leader of his people, no atiention
has ever been given to his voice
and hiz wiews,
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