INCIDENT AT TRAFALGAR MIGH ScHool (Friday 3/9/76)

I em a teacher at Trafalgar High School, Birchington Road, Cape Town. On
Friday the third of Septemver 1 was in my classroom on the tirst 1loor , which
1s North-fuciug sna 1s pounded by Constitution Streev, wnd has a view of Tuble
Bay, and the Station and the Grand Parades On the morning in guestion I was
involved in the arauous task o1 cleaning up floou waters, 15 cm deep in my large
classroom which, 1or a specific function, is twice the size of an ordinary
classrooms The previous. day ; unbeknown to the studenrs or wyself; the plumbers
had disconected tne wates,wnd my children had inadvertentiy Lett the unruming
taps on)in the confusion to evacuate tne school because , on the principals
instructions,we were to have an emergency meeting to aiscuss vhe unrest in town.
(The uay in question was markeu vy numerous student gatherings in tovm, teargas
and vicosts sealoa off.) .ind this resulted in a terrible flood, the next aay.
AT wpout Ll em the mopping up arawing to a close some std.6 nelpers noticed
tear gas being tired in wown, we had & goou view from the windows. at thut point
it was break anda children rathered in the playgrounu veneath my classroom to watch

the veurgas in town,

At this point I would like to sey Lhat ut no time had Trafalger displayed ii.y
orgunisoa soliaurivy waun vhe stuueunve in the rest of the country and this
was & bittur wna contentious issues There hau been no protests, no marcnes,
no sloganse

While the chiiuwren .usv watching a blue V¥ car arove past suii vl oliceman.
It stoppeda suwcenly and a bluc upiformed puiic. iu vatoncharged a youny boy
o1 wbout boie Then the unsuccessful pulicemen climbed invu The car snd tnety

urnea at the corner of the school unu drove past apain. Tne watching chilaren
000uLe Mutadiitely the car stopped police ju.pul out and vurious rounds of
tearras were .not, ummeadintely the children ren indoors o I quickly closed all o
tne winuows wnd children begu. t© rush in my clessroom in seerch of water, eyes
streaming, and coughing, end a fow . .children were cpying and physically overcome
by the teergas, as well as shockeds Of course there was no water in my classroom
except hot. e filled basins end tore up reps snd led the children (there must
have been a fev hundéred) to basins as they streemed in. At that time I heard a girl
had hed an epileptic tit in vho staffroom. Shocked end shivering children were com#
forted by others in the safety of my pentry, which ¢ 5

hes one tiny window only,

Finnll}: after sll thie cheos things were reesonably calmyin.my classroom.
neanvhile some or the senior pupils, incenced by the unforewarncd teargas

attack, made their first protest : they made some posters stating s



I wanl

covERRs

wWE WAL RIGHTS HOT RIOTS": AND

v GIv]i uSs IMREFDCM "
These they tied onto the playfround fence belows By this time it was about 12.30.
A few of the children stocd outside quietly talkinge At 12.45_two.riot veichels
suddenly pulled onto the corner of Birchington Road and Constitution Street
and apnin without warning firedtearges, and camouilage-clad men shot birdshot
and a blondeheird bespectacled marksmen stood on the step of a veichle and
picked out ileeing childrog. The principal stending next to me said "Look.
he's pot & rifle ! " And the children were screeming end running into the school.
In the next few minutes some children were telling me tnhut a boy had been shot
dead with-"'Blood pouring out of nis eyes snd eers end mouth ", Agein there
.was chaos end crying children , terrified searching for water in my rooms
Meenwhile the ceretuker nad attempied to varricede us in the school. Unildren
were watching irom my windowse The police were now in their riot trucks driving
round und roull the school, with the marksmen aiming at people across the rosads
Police aimed at the cniiaren throurh the windows end the children Jumped vack
wna some ran oul of my classroom us 1t seemed they would fire. The principal
came up #gain wuu pointed out u machinepun i1n the buck o1l one ot the truckss
We still did not know: wno neu veen shote Meanwhile & few children nad veun zol!
ing the police irom the upstairsclassiooms wnd pelting them with rocks. Suddenl;
a male teacher burst invo my room anu saiu 'Wur God's seke don't throw stones,t
"Everything is under control nhere i " I replied. As he left a boy shouteds
“Tney wre voming into the school Miss" and then "They are coming up here :f‘
WIhey are veuting people 1" Some children iled and others had drittea wut I
the constant stream « But there were about eight chilaren then and we could he
the police running up the stairs a clussruem uway, The children were young end
very frirhtenea, we run .uto the pantry,which is on the immeadiate right of
the classroum uoor, it did not Lock, und the class door had been orokea thunt
morninp, very eacrly, co the caretaker coulu turn off the watereesees
I closed the doors end told the children to be dead quiet. Two litui. girls
were almost hysterical with 1ear . And a small boy said *It's net fair Miss"
wlmost 1n tears as we heard them swearing and thumping next door. Suddenly
my door was banpgea oupwn and we ifroze, then silence, and then tofour intense ..
Tolicf we heard them run on, We must nave been a Lew ceutimetres fromthem.
We stayed there for quite a time until the children heard a loudhailer orderii
the school vo c¢lear, And then tho principul opened ine pantry door and found 1
The policg had pone inuvo vhe ciassroom nextdoors In 1t were the male teacher
warning £or voys not to throw stones, Two police stood puard wivn rifles at
door while enovher four veat the rest. The teacher was veuten [iiteen times
witn A baton. Another child slipped &nd was nicked and beaten allover, ous
particularly sbout the heeus He had a very badly bruised snd plecuing face.
Eventually the children were relesses in vo's. The police convinued to riue
aroung- Later more teargas was fired at perents felching their childrem.

Later L uweura Lhat une shot boy was Snaheed Jacovs a 1o year old frow
Broemnof flats. . have heard irom wwo rcliuble sources that he was given an

Islemic herocs tunecal. He was uuither washed nor embalmeds. I have heard that
he wus considered a holy martyr.

Tne teacher who was sssaulted went 1o vurilou. woctors, who were not preparec

rive him a medical certificate, « inally a Cape Tovm district surgeon did and
adViseuw num oo Luy a charge ot assault,

As it was Remadan, many of the children who had vomited From the teargas wi
worried that they had broku. their fast by allowing
And the shocked ond overcome would net d.
choking, thet T - X

A like *o. say,pas deeply :touched by the bravery,

AR
showed auriug ¢his capos suuce ;o eosh other and
bound us togetuer,

liquid to pass their Lips.
rink water, even though some were

strenptin wid loveithe chi
vo the staff, A Love that



