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‘Of 6.5 children just over half survived.'

Yes we CAN
feed all those

starving children

It just needs

changes

IN THE last few decades, a number
of myths about population size or
what i1s otherwise referred 1o as the
population explosion. have deve-
loped and become generally accept-
ed:

& Third World countries are poor
because they have high birth rates.
# A reduction in the population
growth rate 1s the answer to Third
World development.

e Third World people have big
familics because they don't know
better.

e There wil soon be more people
in the world than can be fed.

e Since the Third World holds the
largest population, it is the Third
World population that s using up
the largest proportion of the world's
FESOUTCes.

How arc these myths used in
South Africa?

To quote the HSRC “Without a
reduction in the present rale of
growth in population numbers, we
have little, if any. hope of success in
directing the matenal living condi-
tions of the population along the
right channcls.”

This view blames the poverty of
the average South Afncan on the
size of its families. Looking at South
Africa’s history we hind the real
causcs. Economic processes set in
motion with colomalism removed
people’s rights to the land on which
they lived and worked to produce
food for their own livelthoods — it
systematically excluded African
producers from the markets on
which they were dependent for sell-
ing their products — it forced men
off their land because they were
needed to labour in the mines, and
later in other industries.

This undermined the ability of
these peaple to continue their {ood
production, while they provided the
labour that produced the gold on
which our country™s wealth rests —
wealth which went to the conlomal-
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Deprived of the right to health people are deprived of the right to life.

ists and not to the workers them-
selves.

A history of incredible industrial
growth and prosperity for those
who took control, and of steadily in-
creasing suffering in terms  of
health, family life, and general so-
cial welfare for the majority, This is
the process of poverty.

In 1972, Black mothers in rural
South Africa had an average of 6.5
children. White mothers in the
3.F.5. had an average of 6,2 child-
ren. Of the 6,5 Black children just
over hall survived. Of the 6,2 white
children, 6 survived.

[t 15 not the number of children in
a community that determines its in-
fant mortality rate. Rather, it is the
position of the community in thai
socicty that determines this.

Some are protected by our coun-
try's politico-economic  structure,
and those without political or eco-
nomic rights are also deprived of the
right to health, and in this case, of
the right to life.

For the average middle class
South African family today, it 1s
common 1o consider the costs of
reaning a child belore decuding how
many to have. These costs include
everything from nappies to dentists
to holidays to university. And there
Are No NECEssary returns,

The grown child, an expensive
product, then leaves and goes off to
start the process again. But for
many people in South Afnica, this
logic docs not hold. For them,
another child means only another
mouth 1o feed in terms of costs, and
this is really a marginal difference in
relation to the expected returns,

As soon as that child can walk, she
or he will contribute to the family,
be it in assisting in the housework,
or in herding cows.

In an urban setting, the child may
sell newspapers or do odd jobs to
bring back some income to the
family. By taking over housework,
children allow their parents to leave
the house in search of paid work,
the more adults able to find jobs,
the more chance of cating.

But even more importantly, we
live in a country where pensions,
sick pay, and social security benefits
in general are hard if not impossible
to come by. In this situation, old
people rely totally on their children
to support them in their old age.
Thus it is a rational choice for the
black working class 1o have many
children. Only when our social and
economic structures are different
will this change.

Social research on this subject
shows that when people’s standard

THE RECENT announcement by
Colgate Palmolive and the Chemi-
cal Workers Industrial Union that
they had agreed to a settlement of
the dispute for Union recognition
represents a major victory for the
workers' struggle in South Africa.

After a 16 month battle, manage-
ment has been forced to concede
the principle of in-plant negotia-
tions over wages and working con-
ditions. It has dropped its demand
that the Union enter the Industrial
Council. an idea central not only to
s own strategy for restnicting
workers' rights. but also 1o the pro-
gramme of organised capital and
the state.

The Colgate dispute represented
a lest case: the centrepiece of the
new state/management industnal
relations strategy had been directly
challenged and overturned.

As one worker representative in-
sisted at a FOSATU shop stewarts
council in the midst of the dispute,
“If Colgate workers win, we all win.
If they lose, we all lose™,

The Chemical Workers Industrial
Union, backed by FOSATU, deve-
loped a two-pronged strategy
against the Colgate management.
Firstly, a Concilliation Board was
appointed which allowed for the

Colgate workers win
recognition after

le

calling of a Ecgul strike 30 days after

negotiations had become dead-
locked. Secondly, and immediately
after deadlock had been reached, a
boycott of Colgate products was
called by FOSATU. Management
was now faced with a néar certain
strike and a growing consumer boy-
COoll.

In addition, FOSATU used its
links with the international trade
union movement to apply secon-
dary pressure on Colgate overseas.
At the time of Colgate’s capitula-
tion to its workers. efforts were un-
derway in Britain, United States
and Spain to bring pressure to bear
on Colgate in those couniries.

But, the main struggle was in
South Africa itself. Here the 3 day
“cooling off”" period insisted upon

by the law was used to build up
solidarity both inside and outside
the factory. Lunchtime meetings
were held by Colgate workers in the
factory canteen in open breach of
factory rules, where songs and slo-
gans were devised Meetings with
other FOSATU unions were ar-
ranged, a strike levy was proposed,
and a strike ballot was held at which
only four of the eligible workers
voled “no™,

At the same time, the boycott of

Colgate products got underway and
began to bite in the two weeks be-

fore the planned strike. Pamphlets

and stickers were circulated and
plastered over many commercial
and industrial areas. Colgate
workers addressed meetings during
Republic Day ‘“celebrations” and

al strike action

on June 16th. Nurses’, taxi drivers’,
shopkeepers’ and civic associations
were approached to pledge their
support. Many did: shopkeepers in
some areas began removing Colgate
products from their shelves, and
workers advised Colgate salesmen
to stay away from their arca until a
seitlement had been reached.

Most effective of all, were the ac-
tivities of other FOSATU affiliates.
Shop Steward councils met in
FOSATU ‘locals’ all over South
Afnica to affirm their solidarity with
the Colgate workers struggle.
Workers in the 6000 strong Volks-
wagen factory at Uitenhage, in the
2000 strong Salcast factory in Beno-
ni, in the 1500 strong Alusaf factory
in Richards Bay, and in many other
plants, stuck Colgate boycott

stickers to their overalls as they re-
ported to work. Trucks and buses
driven by Transport and General
Workers Union members were
covered with pamphlets and
stickers.

Management objected, but the
workers would not budge, and par-
ticularly in the East Rand, employ-
ers became increasingly apprehen-
sive of a general sympathy strike.

Colgate 1s alledged to have re-
sponded by giving out free samples
of products in the township and em-
barking on a massive advertising
campaign. This had limited effect:
workers redoubled their efforts:
supermarkets were “stickered™;
schoolchildren gave out pamphlets
and are reported to have stoned a
Colgate vehicle distributing free
samples in Duduza township on the
East Rand.

In this context of mounting mil-
itancy. and with the prospect of a
massive escalation of internal and
overseas pressure should the strike
take place, Colgale management
backed down. Managements' unity
on the issue of Industrial Councils
had been temporarily broken, and a
bridgehead for the further exten-
sion of workers rights had been
won
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of living improves, the size of their
families decreases.

Our problem s not a problem of
population but one of poverty. One
of the State’s rescarchers writes, “if
the present growth rate in popula-
tion is maintained , the limits of agn-
cultural production and of food
supply in South Afnca will be
reached sooner than the world in
general . . . An awareness of the
costs involved in our population ex-
plosion is now much in evidence,”
" Hetre agrinmwe have a calculation of
available resources through a com-
parison between population growth
rate and GNP.

The Sanlam Economic Research
Department projected that South
Africa would have one of the high-
est growth rates in the industrialized
world this year. Yet we witness in-
fant mortality rates as high as 250
per 1000 and a norm of under-nutn-
tion for the majority of our people.
Were wealth indeed divided equally
amongst the people, there would no
longer be a food crisis; there would
not longer appear to be a popula-
tion crisis.

What is the present situation with
food in South Africa? The relation-
ship between population increase,
food increase and the demand for

A Newcastle man, Mr Joseph
Gumbi 24 was sentenced to five
years imprisonment under the Ter-
rorism Act in a Durban Regional
Court last month.

After sentence was passed Mr
Gumbi tumed to the court and
raised his fist and cried “ Amandla”.
He was then handed his one year
old child by his mother to say good-
bye to while his wife sat and
weeped.

The two other charges facing Mr
Gumbi of furthering the aims of
communism and attempting to de-
feat the aims of justice were
dropped.

Before sentence was passed, the
defence counsel, Mr P Langa ad-
dressed the court and said that the
magistrate should take into account
that Mr Gumbi did not have the
constitutional means for promoting
change open to him and that he was
only attempting to obtain informa-
tion on the options open to him.

He said that Mr Gumbi had writ-
ten many letiers to different peop!
trying to get information. “He was
looking for a way out of his situation
but had not yet made up his mind
what to do. He is now on his way to
jail but still he does not have a solu-
tion and leaves behind grieving fam-

‘infant mortality rates of 250 par 1000 and a norm of under nutrition for the majority’

food from 1953 to 1972 was as fol-
lows:

e The annual increase in popula-
tion was 2.4% :

a The annual increase in food
production was 3,%%

s The annual increase in demand
for food was 3,2%.

In other words more food was
produced than was needed 1o feed
the population. In the case of cereal
in particular, the annual increase in
cereal production was 3% and the
anmual increase in demand for ce-
real production was 2,2%. There is
no shortage of food here,

So why the poverty? Because an
increase in food production doesn’t
imply an increased availability of
food, There are two specific aspects
to this contradiction. They are:

& the export of food and the con-
trol of local prices by marketing
boards.

Between 1970 and 1975 South
Alfrica’s exports of agnecultural pro-
ducts more than doubled.

e [ts export of food, animal, fish
and fishery products trebled.

e lis food imports in 1975 were a
guarter as much as exports, and al-
most all of a luxury quality.

In other words, South Africa is

exporting food because people in
South Africa can't afford 1o pay for
it

Why they can't afford to is appar-
ently not the government’s or indus-
try’s business. The cost of food in
South Africa is high. It is high be-
cause prices of basic foods are con-
trolled by marker control boards
whose interests are those of the pro-
ducers not the consumers.

We have witnessed the dumping
of milk, stockpiling of butter and
the adding of dried cggs to stock
feed, all to maintain a situation of
apparent scarcity so that prices re-
main high and this in a country with
such high rates of malnutrition.

The recent hike in the price of
maize is the most immediate exam-
ple of a food policy which is con-
cerned with profit and not with
people. South Africa has produced
a record crop of maize, casily
enough 1o feed its population. But
the maize board and government
have decided otherwise. South
Africa has been exporting maize at
a loss. The board has decided 1o
rais¢ the consumer cost of maize to
make up for their 10ss. 50, even less
people will be able to buy the food
that constitutes their staple diet.

The rise in the price of maize will

push up the price of mealic meal by
at least 10 pereent and will have a
ripple cffect on other food prices.
The head of the Maize Board said

that of this bumper crop, 6.1 million
tons would be necded for local con-
sumption and the surplus would be
just over T million. In other words,
were we living inoa just socicly
where resourees were nol  con-
trolled by a few at the expense of the
majority, South Africa could pro-
vide ample food for the entire popu-
latiom,

And then they tell us that the size
of our population causes its pover-
1y.

It 15 important to spell out, the
practical imphications of the popula-
tion scare. Contraception, in itself,
s potentially a great liberator Tor
women and people in general.

It allows people the right to con-
trol their bodies.

The nght o decide how many
children they want, if any the right
to look after their health,

But it is not always used with this
in mind. In order to fulfill a positive
function, contracephion must  be
provided in a very specific way —

® women must be given as many
choices as possible in types of con-
traceplives.

Gumbi sentenced to five
years under Terrorism Act

ily and friends,”” Mr Langa told the
Coart.

The magistrate after finding Mr

Gumbi guilty of inciting people to
leave the country and undergo mili-
tary training accepted the request
by the prosccutor, Mr M.G.
Roberts, that the minimum sen-
tence of five years be imposed,
Mr. P. 1. du Plessis said in passing
sentence that the aspects that fav-
oured the accussed was that he was
still young and that he “was only at
the stage of preparation.”™

“The court must impose »  nt-
ence which will hurt the accus  and
warn others of the consegqu. 3 if

they commit these offences,
Plessis said.

The state’s case against M
bi rested on twa lettecs o
the accrr ' the = _nce
number G. si%e W 25588,
statement made bv "ir Gumkb:

his detention before a Newcastle
magistrate on October 1, 1980

The two letters were written 1o

I “4io Freedom, the broadcasting
m for the African National
Congress.

The first letter was written on Au-
gust 20, 1980 where he wrote [ am
prepared to fight for a black mans
freedom. | wish (0 enquire as to
what I should do should 1 wish to
join “Umkhonto-We-Sizwe". [ am
also enguiring as to how to contact
vou should T wish 1o leave the coun-
* v. 1 am saying this because 1 am
ured of the boere regime and its
1~artheid. Power to the people.™

The second letter on October 6,
1980 was writien 10 response Lo an
article which appeared in Drum

gazine which contained allega-
' s made by a man who left South
rica to undergo military training
! then subsequently returned.

The letter stated, “In the name of
the liberation struggle | send you
this article which | think if the
claims contained in it are true will
discourage many would-be -umkhon
to-we-sizwe guerillas — like myself.
Will you please explain what the
conditions really arc in the camps?
Owurs in the struggle.”

The accused’s statement, which
was accepted by the magistrate was
contested by the defence who
argued that it was not made of his
own free will and that he had been
assaulted by the police, When asked
by the defence why he made the
statement, Mr Gumbi said [ could
not do otherwise in the situation.”
He added that he would not have
made it had he not been assaulted.
He told the court that he was hand-
cuffed, blindfolded with a wet cloth
and an elastic band was tied around
his penis and was forced through

spulation size is not the problem
e they must be given detailed in-
formation about the health hazards

of many of these contraceptives and

o they must be given thorough

physical checkups to delermine

which contraceptives best suit their

physical makeup.

To give such a service, contrcep-
tion must be provided within a wid-
er framework  of  preventative
health care rather than in exclusive,
soecalled, “Family Planning™ ¢linics
where the goal s population con-
trol. Here the norm is the physical
exploitation of women. This occurs
o Two lewvels

Firstly, internationally, we wit-
ness the dumping of contriceplives
which are considered dangerous for
use in the States and Western
Evrope. And also. experimentation
with new types of contraceplives
takes place all over the Third
World, exposing  thousands  of
women e unknown and  ofien
potentially lethal |_|;||:|*:|; s,

Sccondly, in South Afnica, the
state has made population control a
number one priorily. State clinics
carry very few different contracep-
tives, and it is widely known that
contraceplives  are  admimsterced
without concern for the physical
well-being or the personal needs of
the woman concerned.

And all of this in South Aflrica
where we have shown population
size¢ ot o be the problem. The
problem s poverty and all its social
CONSCQUENces.

The cause lies in South Africa’s
colonial history — the building of
wealth in the hands of a few through
the Labour of the majonty. And so
the situation remains loday. The
prohlem of povernty will only be
solved through fundamental
changes in the socal, political and
eeonomic structures of our country,
W Extracts from a speech by

Barbara Klugman.

kicking and hitting to do frog
jumps. He lost consciousness and
when he came around he was lying
wel on the floor from being
splashed with water and from his
own urine. He also told the court
how he was held out of the fourth
floor window of the police station
with his head pointing downwards.

When he was questioned as to
why he did not tell the magistrate,
Mr Gumbi said, “[ was afraid be-
cause | knew that the police would
victimise me. They accompanied
me to the magistrate and stood af
the office door.”

In the summing up of the state's
evidence one witness Mr Bongani
Mpanza was singled out as a good

witness, by the prosecutor who said
that many of the other witnesses
had not been satisfactory. Mr
Mpanza told the court how the ac-
cused had given him a lift into New-
castle and forced him to learn the
words of freedom songs through hit-
ting him on the shoulders. One wit-
ness Stanley M. Zwane told the
court that he had been assaulted by
the police.

The defence has lodged an appeal
against the judgement and sentence
of Joseph Gumbi and are making a
bail application.



