SOUTH AFRICAN REPRESSION - WHO DOES IT AFFECT?

CHRISTIAN OR NON-CHRISTIAN ?

THE Sputh African struggling
peoplie  are  experiencing  the
most nakad, barbaric and bru-
tal repression in the hands of
the MNatignalist Party since it
caineg to power in 1948, The
White minority racist regime
has unleashed itz dogs of war
and develops more repressive
laws by the day 10 counter
the mass popular resistance
to its apartheid policies. [t
has unleashed its trigger happy
rogues or all the peace Toving
and democratic minded people
of South Alfrica,

Al forms of repression
have been utilised by the
Botha clique in the name
of the defense of so-called
civilized values, peace, Christ-
ianity and freedom. The lives
of the millions of the
oppressed majority are no
longer guaranteed. A friend,
relative, comrade may bid you

good night tonight not know-’

ing that it would be his or her

funerasl the fTollowing week
end.

A funeral fraught with
government  regulations  as

regards who must attend the -

burial, when and how 1io
conduct the funeral and
the duration of the proceed-
ings. In & nutshell the
oppressed people do not have
the right to bury their loved
ones the way they like because
of the sg-called law and order
regulations.

Among the ranks of demo-
cratic forges no one for certain
tan he sure 1St Ne $an survive
the total onslaught by the
apartheid rulers through deten-
tions without trial as in the
case of New Nation Editor,
Zwelakhe - Sisulu, General

Secretary of the Municipal
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Workers  Union, “THemba
Nxwwmnalg, Trevor Manugl, tho
31-wear-0ld  Secretary of the
UDF in the Western Cape who
it now marking his 16th
inanth in detention,

The pathetic part is that
Trevor was detained 6 weeks
after the birth of his son,
Govan. Above Govan's cot
hangs & photograph of Trevor
which he tells what bhe has
done during the day and bids
it good night hefore going to
siegp.

Curing his lengthy confine-
ment in Paarl’s Victor Verster
Prison, Trevor has held his son
in his arms just once — guring
a "‘contact”  wisit with s
wife. These are not the only
anes on detention but scores
of our people are detaineg
gvery day, '

The neo-fascist onslaught
inflicted upon the oppressed
majarity is not only through
detentions but mass arrests,
forced removals, tortures and
assassinations depict the real
face of apartheid rule, Stil}
fresh in our minds is the
assasgination of Cémrades
Cassivs Make and Paul Dikeledi
in the dusty streets ot Swazi-
and. y ate e

It is also reporied that in
MNovember 1987, Mr Mlungisi
Stuurman was given a cigaretie

and a mug of brandy andg’

thereafter taken to the Great
Fish River where he was shot
deardd and thrown in the river,

When a Constable Goosen
was asked how he had shot Wr
Stuurman his answer was, |
shot him from behind; through
the neck, | saw

the opposite bank. Sand flew.

The boy fell like an ox. We .

and s

the bullet-
.come put of his face and hit
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grabbed him and threw him in
the river.” Good Gracious!!!!

The regime does not end
there it continues unabated ils
kidnapping of ANC members
i1 neighbouring  states  and
abroad. The regime has turmed
Swariland intg its spring baard
10 farry out atrocities against
ANC  activists. One  ANC
member 1smail Ebrahin was
ahducted from his home in
Swasiland in December, 1986
now facing weason
charges in Piet Hetief. There
are also reports that up to 10
people kidnapped from Swazi-
land are held by the
Sauth African Police. Even
as far as London and Brussels
ptots to kidnap and assassing &
ANC membhers were exposad, -

Executions are also the
order of the day. |In December
1987, 14 people were executed
in Pretoria and these execu-
tions brought the number of
pesopte hanged in 1987 1o
164, the highest annual total
since the wunion in 1910.

f one is lucky to ‘escape’
the net of repression he
remains with a long term of
imprisonment. Mot long ago,
Rev. Arnold Siofite whom we,
as friends and students affec-

- tignately catled “"Bra™ Stof was

sentenced to 11 wyears impri-
sonment for his alleged invoive
ment with a banred organisa-
tion.

Two men, Esekiel Motaung
and Aarcn Memela who ware
also detained under the emer-
pency Jast year have been
sentenced to 24 years and
19 vears by a Potchefstroam

_regional court magistrate. A

minister in the Dutch Reform-
ed Church, Cyril Afrika who
was arrested in October 1985



just began "his jail sentence in
January this year

The health of jailed trade
union leaders Cde Harry Gwala
and Oscar Mpetha also leaves
"much to be desired, Cde Gwala
is reportecd 10 have been mowved
100 a prison  hospital  from
Robben Isand suftering from a
neurane ciscase. Cde Mpetha
who is 78 old and suflers from
diabetes has had his leg ampu-
tated while in prison and s
permanently hospitalised,

He was even refused per
mission 100 attendd his . wile's
funeral. Once anain the peopl:
of South Africa have been
robbexl of their leader  Cde
Govan Mbeki who has served
23 years on Robben Istand and
has been released into the
confines of a4 prison house in
the Eastern Cape.

It is & woncer 10 me and
perhaps 1o the whole worlkd
how thes: forces of the Borha

-Malan regime  can manage
to lay claim 1o being o
Christian  government . with

such a qgrim picwure of their
performances. They profess 10
be Christians and yet war s
in their hearts, their words
are softer than - oil yet they
are drawn swords. They ofien
confess to draw their religious
beliefs from the teachings of
Christ.

These claims as expected
have a negative effect on the
genuine Christian community
in South Africa. Inspite of all
this, the ANC stands firm as
Botha's system of apartheid.

| want to commend ahd
applaud the ANC, the mouth-
piece of the oppressed people
which has stood for 7 decades
of struggle, unshaken and un-
yielding in its conviction tO
mobilise, organise and unite all
the oppressed people.

| commend and applaud the
vanguard movement for the
step it took in catering for

the Christian community with-
in its own ranks This move has
undoubtedly  shattered  all
questions of doubts that the
African National Congress is a
genuine and above all the
authentic national liberation
movement. L

| also wish to remind our
allies that the enemy will not
relent and let this achievement
pass by in an idle way. Already
in the past all forms of deceipt
and division have been
employed to render asunder
any efforts to unite our people.
As Cedric Mayson puts in his

ZWELAKHE SISULUV,
sllenced editor
Zwelakhe Sisulu, aged 35, one of South
Africa's leading journalists, is the son
of former ANC general
Walter Sisulu, who was sentenced to

life . !Mt' i

secretary

Article (AC,110.p.53):

- "The system has spent years
and millions promating Christ-
ian wversus ‘Marxist conflict as
part of divide and rule policy
upon which capitalist imperial-
ism thrives.”

Christians were often the
target of the enemy ftrying to
put them at logger heads with
their historical allies in the
struggle — the communists.
This tactic was a deliberate and
calculated plan aimed at enfor-
cing divide and rule policy. It is
still widely claimed that these
two allies are two strange bed-
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mates in many circles.

These circles have over-
looked ties that were born
through the past and present
life and death struggle. We have
.observed in our history as
- sufferers that Christians had
all along fought ceaselessly
alongside the communists since
the formation of the ANC and
therefore it
commitment in the liberation
of our country which is a great
spiritual and material reality

and that is where Christians -
As’

and communists unite.
Cedric {AC, 110. p.62) puts it:
"~ "“"The object is not 10 make

IS OUr common

conversions, ‘not to establish
dogmatic grounds for discri-

mination against believers and-

non-believers, not to become

involved in ideological wrangles,

ahnu_’g deity or the science of
Marxism-Leninism but to share
our joint resources,”

Yes, to share our resourses
a8 we strive 1o liberate our
people who have centuries
known no peace and for de-
cades stood at the command
of a vicious system whose
urge to a Black person is the
latest styles of dying. Cde

Alfred Nzo, the ANC Secre--.

tary General once said:

“‘Religious people and
atheists must join hands against
the common enemy. By their
participation in the struggle
all these forces nolace them-
selves«in a position to partici-
pate also in determining the
future of our country.” '

Both Christians and non-
Christians are at heart con-
cerned with the liberation of
human community and they
know that the problem of
Christians is not Communism
and that of Communists is not
Christianity BUT that our
PROBLEM is  apartheid,
imperialism and capital exploi-
tation.

Christians and the Path of the Revolution,Leaflet produced
by A.N.C. Christian Underground structures inside South

Brothers and Sisters,

We are Christians who are
members of the African
National Congress. We are
playing our part in the demo-
cratic organisations of our
people, as well as in the under-
ground political structures of
the AMNC, and the pecple’s
revolutionary army, Umkhonto
we Sizwe,

We are writing t0 you be-’

cause the revolution in South
Africa presents a challenge to
Christian faith, and also be-

cause you are part of us, and”

we are part of you. Being part
of one ancther is not merely
a theological truth, but is
made real by the fact that we

are part of the Mother Church-
of our beloved land, South:

. Africa.

For many of us Christians,
our involvernent in the broad
struggle for liberation was
motivated by the desire to rid
our country of the tyrannical
Apartheid. regime. However we
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liberation

Af_rica.

need to acknowledge that for
some of us, the initial spur for
our involvement was moti-
vated by othér considerations:
The fear of being irrelevant or
the désire to fill the pews of
the church; or even out of fear
of reprisal from the revolu-
tionary youth. However, what-
ever the reason for involve-
ment — it is important for all
of us now committed to the
liberation struggle, to reflect
on our involvement — in order
to intensify the struggle.

The important experience
gained from being part of the
struggle, should
enable us .as Christians 10 give
depth to the programmatic
announcement of Jesus: “The
Kingdom of God is at hand,
repent and believe in the
Gospel”. Like Ahraham, we

are called out of the old and
‘the decadent. Our work in the

struggle is the historical expres-
sion of the Christian vocation

to be a sign of the Kingdom; 1o~
incarnate the Christian faith,
giving it flesh and blood in
the life of our people. |

We urge you therefore,

‘brothers and sisters, to give
‘urgent and serious attention to .

certain  specific tasks and

issues.

Our churches should give

- ¢lear support to the democratic

organisations of our oppressed
antd exploited people. Many -
Christian revolutionaries have
been, and still are, involved up
to the highest levels of our
people's organisations. These
comrades are taking their right- -
ful places as servants of the
a00r, and in so doing, are
rmaking wvaluable contributions
to the daily struggles of the’
people,

‘However," our - churches as
opposed to many individual
members, have not taken up a
cledr option in support of the



