
SOUTH AFRICAN REPRESSION - WHO DOES IT AFFECT? 

CHRISTIAN OR NON-CHRISTIAN? By CAROL MAJIZA 

THE South African struggling 
people are experiencing the 
most naked, barbaric and bru­
tal repression in the hands of 
the Nationalist Party since it 
came to power in 1948. The 
White minority racist regime 
has unleashed its dogs of war 
and develops more repressive 
laws by the day to counter 
the mass popular resistance 
to its apartheid policies. I t 
has unleashed its trigger happy 
rogues on all the peace loving 
and democratic minded people 
of South Africa. 

.All forms of repression 
have been utilised by the 
Botha clique in the name 
of the defense of so-called 
civilized values, peace, Christ­
ianity 'and freedom. The lives 
of the millions of the 
oppressed majority are no 
longer guaranteed. A friend, 
relative, comrade may bid you 
good night tonight not know-' 
ing that it would be his or her 
funeral the following week 

end. 
A funeral fraught with 

government regulations as 
regards who must attend the 
burial, when and how to 
conduct the funeral and 
the duration of the proceed­
ings. In a nutshell the 
oppressed people do not have 
the right to bury their loved 
ones the way they like because 
of the so-called law and order 
regulations. 

Among the ranks of demo­
cratic forces no one for certain 
can be sure that he can survive 
the total onslaught by the 
apartheid rulers through deten­
tions without trial as in the 
case of New Nation Editor, 
Zwelakhe • Sisulu, General 

.Secretary of the Municipal-

Workers Union, ''TKemba 
Nxumalo, Trevor Manuel, the 
31-year-old Secretary of the 
UDF in the Western Cape who 
is now marking his 16th 
month in detention. 

The pathetic part is that 
Trevor was detained 6 weeks 
after the birth of his son, 
Govan. Above Govan's cot 
hangs a photograph of Trevor 
which he tells what he has 
done during the day and bids 
it good night before going to 
sleep. 

During his lengthy confine­
ment jn Pearl's Victor Verster 
Prison, Trevor has held his son 
in his arms just once — during 
a "contact" visit with his 
wife. These are not the only 
ones o n detention but scores 
of our people are detained 
every day. 

The neo-fascist onslaught 
inflicted upon the oppressed 
majority is not only through 
detentions but mass arrests, 
forced removals, tortures and 
assassinations depict the real 
face of apartheid rule. Still 
fresh in our minds is the 
assassination of Comrades 
Cassius Make and Paul Dikeledi 
in the dusty streets of Swazi-

* 

land. 
It is also reported tfwt in 

November 1987, Mr Mlungisi 
Stuurman was given a cigarette 
and a mug of brandy and' 
thereafter taken to the Great 
Fish River where he was shot 
dead and thrown in the river. 

When a Constable Goosen 
was asked how he had shot Mr 
Stuurman his answer was, " I 
shot him from behind; through 
the neck, I saw the bullet 
come out of his face and hit 
the opposite bank. Sand flew. 
The boy fell like an ox. We. 

grabbed him and threw him in 
the river." Good Gracious!!!! 

The regime does not end 
there it continues unabated its 
kidnapping of ANC members 
in neighbouring states and 
abroad. The regime has turned 
Swaziland into its spring board 
to carry out atrocities against 
ANC activists. One ANC 
member Ismail Ebrahim was 
abducted from his home in 
Swaziland in December, 1986 
'and is now facing treason 
charges in Piet Retief. There 
are also reports that up to 10 
people kidnapped from Swazi­
land are held by the 
South African Police. Even 
as far as London and Brussels 
plots to kidnap and assassinate 
ANC members were exposed. 

Executions are also the 
order of the day. In December 
1987, 14 people were executed 
in Pretoria and these execu­
tions brought the number of 
people hanged in 1987 to 
164, the highest annual total 
since the union in 1910. 

_lf one is lucky to 'escape' 
the net of repression he 
remains wi th a long term of 
imprisonment. Not long ago. 
Rev. Arnold Stofile whom we, 
as friends and students affec­
tionately called "Bra" Stof was 

sentenced to 11 years impri­
sonment for his alleged involve­
ment with a banned organisa­
t ion. 

Two men, Esekiel Motaung 
and Aaron Memela who were 
also detained under the emer­
gency last year have been 
sentenced to 24 years and 
19 years by a Potchefstroom 
regional court magistrate. A 
minister in the Dutch Reform­
ed Church, Cyril Afr ika who 
was arrested in October 1985 
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just began his jail sentence in 
January this year* 

The health o l jailed trado 
union leaders Cde Harry Gwala 
and Oscar Mpetha also leaves 
'much Q Ix.* desired. Cde Gwala 
is reported to have been moved 
to a prison hospital from 
Robben Island suffering from a 
neuron*; disease. Cde Mpetha 
who is 78 old and suffers from 
diabetes has had his leg ampu­
tated while in prison and is 
permanently hospitalised. 

He was even refused per 
mission to attend his.wife's 
funeral. Onre anam The people 
of Sourh Africa have been 
robbed of their loader Cde 
Govan Mlwfci who has served 
23 years on Robben island and 
has been released into the 
confines of a prison house in 
the Eastern Cape. 

It is a wonder to me and 
perhaps to the whole world 
how these forces of the Botha 
-Malan regime can manage 
to lay claim to being <i 

Christian government . with 
such a prim picture of their 

performances. They profess K> 
be Christians and yet war is 
in their hearts, their words 
are softer than 'o i l yet thev 
are drawn swords. They often, 
confess to draw their religious 
beliefs from the teachings of 
Christ. 

These claims as expected 
have a negative effect on the 
genuine Christian community 
in South Africa. Inspite of all 
this, the ANC stands firm as 
Botha's system of apartheid. 

I want to commend and 
applaud the ANC. the mouth­
piece of the oppressed people 
which has stood for 7 decades 
of struggle, unshaken and un­
yielding in its conviction to 
mobilise, organise and uniteal l 

the oppressed people. 
I commend and applaud the 

vanguard movement for the 
step it took in catering for 

ZWELAKHE SISULU, 

Zwclakhe Sisulu, aged 35, one of South 
Africa's leading journalists, is the son 
of former ANC general secretary 
Walter Sisulu, who was sentenced to 
life imprisonment. 

the Christian community with­
in its own ranks This move has 
undoubtedly shattered all 
questions of doubts that the 
African National Congress is a 
genuine and above all the 
authentic national liberation 
movement. 

I also wish to remind our 
allies that the enemy wi l l not 
relent and let this achievement 
pass by in an idle way. Already 
in the past all forms of deceipt 
and division have been 
employed to render asunder 
any efforts to unite our people. 
As Cedric Mayson puts in his 

Article (AC.110.p33): 
• "The system has spent years 

and millions promoting Christ­
ian versus Marxist conflict as 
part of divide and rule policy 
upon which capitalist imperial­
ism thrives." 

Christians were often the 
target of the enemy trying to 
put them at logger heads with 
their historical allies in the 
struggle - the communists. 
This tactic was a deliberate and 
calculated plan aimed at enfor­
cing divide and rule policy. It is 
still widely claimed that these 
two allies are two strange bed-

http://AC.110.p33


mates in many circles. 

These circles have over­
looked ties that were born 
through the past and present 
life and death struggle. We have 
observed in our history as 
sufferers that Christians had 
all along fought ceaselessly 
alongside the communists since 
the formation of the ANC and 
therefore it is our common 
commitment in the Liberation 
of our country which is a great 
spiritual and material reality 
and that' is where Christians 
and communists unite. As 
Cedric {AC, 110. p.62) puts it: 

The object is not to make 
tt* 

conversions,'not to establish 
dogmatic grounds for discri­
mination against believers and-
non-believers, not to become 
involved in ideological wrangles, 
about deity or the science of 
Marxism-Leninism but to share 
our joint resources," 

* 

Yes, to share our resourses 
as we strive to liberate our 
people who have centuries 
known no peace and for de­
cades stood at the command 
of a vicious system whose 
urge to a Black person is the 
latest styles of dying. Cde 
Alfred Nzo, the ANC Secre­
tary General once said: 

'"Religious people and 
atheists must join hands against 
the common enemy. By their 
participation in the struggle 
all these forces • place them­
selves* in a position to partici­
pate also in determining the 
future of our country." 

Both Christians and non-
Christians are at heart con-
cerned with the liberation of 
human community and they 
know that the problem of 
Christians is not Communism 
and that of Communists is not 
Christianity BUT that our 
PROBLEM is apartheid, 
imperialism and capital exploi­
tation. 
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