WORKERS KILLED
EIGHTEEN mineworkers were
killed, and 108 injured, on 12
September in an explosion at

Anglo’s Vaal Reefs No 9 shatt.

The explosion occured less
than two weeks afier 10
workers died at Anglo's
President Steyn Gold mine.

The union sent its deepest
sympathy to the families of
those killed.

in a statement the NUM said
minewgrkers were forced by
management to wark in
places they considered
unsafe.

In Kilerksdorp alone 93
workers have lost their lives
since January.

30 000 ATTEND RALLY
OVER 30 000 mineworkers
attended a health and safety
rally at Kanana stadium near
Klerksdorop on Sunday, 9
September.

Eight workers were shot by
mine security by rubber
bullets on their way to the

ralrlly.
UM President James
Motlatsi told the rally mine
management was
committed to a policy of
profit first, human life later.
Comrade Essop Pahad
sald the strength of the
ANC/SACP/COSATU alliance
depended on the full
participation.of workers.

WORKERS SHOT
ELEVEN workers were
injured at St Helena Goid
Mine on 16 July when mine
security opened fire on 2000
workers without warning.

Previously workers had
submitted a memorandum
calling for mine security to
be disbanded.

ESKOM MARCH

NO to privitisation and
retrenchment was the
message of 200 Eskom
workers who look part in a
protest march In Cape Town
on 23 June.

EXPLOSION AT ERMELO
ANOTHER methane gas
explosion at Ermelo resuited
in the injury of 10 workers.

Three years ago 35 workers
died in the same shaft from
methaneé explosion. The NUM
said managemnt had “learnt
no lessons” about safety.
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South African police wheel away the bomb placed outside the NUM Carletonville

Call for restraint
after bombing

TWO large bombs have
been planted at union
uffir:es I:F rightwing
groups in the space of a
few weeks

The first bumb at Welkom in
May destroyed the union offices,
causing thousands of rands of
damage.

On Thursday, 5 July, workers
at the union’s Carletonville
offices found another bomb
capable of flattening a building.

Two former mineworkers,
union organiser, Ben Felanto,
and a taxi - marshall, Wellington
Gwili, defused the Caretonville
bomb before police arrived late.

The bomb consisted of 6
dynamite blocks attached to A
PM39 battery.

The union said such senselgss
acts af violence shauld be
condemned by all peace loving
people.

Damage to the union offices is
astimated at about R250 000.

The boml:ling follows months

.of tension in Welkom between

right-wing vigilante groups,
police, township residents and
mineworkers.

Three weeks before the
pbombing two whites were killed
in a confrontation at President
Steyn Mine after mine security
fired at mineworkers with live

bullets. Twelve mineworkers
were injured.

A few days later police moved
into Thabong township and fired
on crowds - the eventual death
toll being twelve,

General Secretary Cyril
Ramaphosa said he bombing
was an attack on “the policy of
conciliation and restraint® which
workers had successfully
displayed in the Welkom conflict.

He said: "We are hopeful for a
peaceful solution but our
members' patience is rapidly
being exhausted.”

Disarm right-wing

He said the Minister of Law
and Order, Adriaan Viok, had to
immediately disarm all rightwing
vigilante groups of their guns and
bombs. Otherwise the union
would have 1o call on its
members to decide on how best
1o protect the union.”

Three weeks before the
bombing the NUM, the white
Council of Mining Unions (CMU)
and the Charnber of Mines had
met Adriaan Vlok to discuss the
racial conflict in Welkom.

COSATU general secretary,
Comrade Jay Naidoo, said the
union delegation had called on
the government to immediately
disband right-wing vigilante
groups such as the the AWB and

Blanke Veiligheid.

The rnina captain arrested for
the blast, Hendrick Steyn, is a
member of the Blanke
Veiligheid.

Comrade Naidoo added mine
security had provoked the
violence at President Steyn.
Workars had been shot on five
previous occasions for singing
and marching.

Police not impartial

Since January right-wingers
had been patrolling the streets of
Welkom assaulting blacks while
police turned a blind eye.
Township residents and
mineworkers called a peaceful
consumer boycott to protest the
assaults.

Right-wing miners also
responded to the NUM defiance
campaign against racist queuing
by arming themselves when they
went underground.

On 21 March Welkom
right-wingers brutually killed a
union member, Mnikelo
Ndamase, from St Helena.

On 8 May at President Steyn
the two whites were killed after
mine security opened fire on
2000 mineworkers protesting the
unfair dismissal of 33 workers,
The 33 had previously been
assaulted by white miners for
wearing ANC t-shirts,
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THE struggling people
scored a major victory
over the apartheid system
when the regime was
forced to unban the
African National
Congress (ANC) and
other political
organisations in February
this year.

The South African Communist
Party (SACP) was also
unbanned after 40 years of
illegality. Since its unbanning
the ANC has begun a massive
recruitment campaign to sign up
members throughout South
Africa.

The history of South Africa is
full of heroic struggles waged by
the oppressed black majority
gince white settlers arrived in
1652. These struggles took
various forms depending on the
grevances of the people and the
type ol weapons they had at
different times.

At the centre of these
struggles was the dispossession
{iheft) of the Yand of the African -
their basic means of creating
wealth. By 1900 the fierce land
battles were over. The guns of
the white settlers had won out
against the spears and
knobkerries of the warriors.

By the end of the Wars of
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Dispossession, African
leadership in the Boer Republics
and the British colonies of the
Cape and Natal had realised the
struggle tor power would happen
in the political arena rather than
on the battiefield.

At the same time the English
and Afrikaners buried their
guarrels 1o funher oppress and
exploit black people. In 1909
English and Afrikaner whites
formed a National Convention
which recommended to the
British Government the four
provinces be united as one - the
union of South Africa.

Delegation to Britain

The African people challenged
this racist move by sending a
delegation 1o Britain in 1909 to
oppose the formation of the
racist unian. Their pleas fell on
deaf ears,

The racist constitution of the
Union of South Africa in 1910
gave whites political and
economic power at the expense
of the oppressed blacks.

Faced with repression African
people realised their power lay in
unity to liberate themselves.
Regional congresses in all the
four provinces were formed to
oppose racial discrimination.

This movement resulted in a
South African Native Canvention

held in Bloemfontein from 24 to
26 March 1909,

On 8 January 1912
reprasentatives of Africans from
the four provinces and
Bechuanaland gathered in
Bloemfontein to form the South
African Native National
Congress as the ANC called
Wself from 1912 - 1825.

Peaceful methods

Key among the aims of the
ANC was to unite all Africans -
irrespective of tribal divisions - in
one political organisation. The
ANC committed itself to use
constitutional and peaceful
methods to fight for the
democratic rights denied to the
black majority,

i

Today and yesterday: a proud history of struggle

ANC - the long ¥
march to freedom
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This defensive approach was
because of the conditions of the
time. The reality the ANC was

facing was that white supenofrity

was imposed on blacks through
sheer force of arms,

The year after the formation of
the ANC the government
legalised land robbery by
passing the Land Azt of 1913,
This Act gave 87% of the fertile
land to whites while blacks were
condemned to the barren
reserves constituting 13%. This
robbery candemned Africans to
landlessness and poverty. Thay

The development of




