EAST DRIEFONTEIN WORKERS
STRUGGLE FOR JOBS

Il 500 EAST DRIEFONTEIN mineworkers went on sirike in February this year after management refused to see to their
grievances, More than 800 were dismissed, 19 shafl stewards arrested and 145 injured in two days of violent police snd
mine security nction.

Alter seven months of court battles, the 19 shaft stewsrds were relensed. |n spite of their innocence they were not given
their jobs back by the mine bosses of Gold Fields of South Africa. Many workers who had gone on strike were not often g
glven their jobs back. NUMNEWS spoke to twe of the dlsmissed East Dricfontein workers sbowt their fght 1o get jobs on §
the mines. Comrades Simm Tladi, 35 years old and Phillip Molsamal, 4 years old sre bogh shafl stewards. They come |
from the district ofs.eribe in Lesotha,

N.N.: When did you start workimg at
East Dnefontein?

Tladi: | joined in 1975 aftes | speita
vear al Rustenberg Platnum Mine,
Phillip joined in 1971, bt he has
more than 28 years experence in the
g imdirstey. We both started as
general |labourers undemground. |
eventually became an aptilude tester
while Phillip is 4 section tam leader,

N.N: Can you tell us brefly about
the strike?

Motsamai: The workers had many
grievances. They rejected the induna
system; the early-refum bonus sys-
tem; assaults by while miners on
blacks; the bad food in the hosiels
and demanded proper representation
at disciplinary hearings. Although
we made many appeals © manage-
merl, they refused to atend 0 our
grievances. So the workers went on
strike. Many workers were injured,
dismissed and amrested because of
the strong pofice and mune secunty
presence, The sirike lasied two dygys
wilh many workers fleemg 10 the
nearby mountains,

MN.N.: What happened then?

Tiadi: | was among those arrested.
Phillip managed 10 escape and inform
the uniga office of what was happen-
ing. The ammested shalt stevwinds
stayed in jail for three daysbefore we

case dragged on for over six months,
Each time we appeared the magis-
trate would postpone the case. Even-
tually they released us because there
was o evidence o support their
case.

N.N.: What did you do then?

Tiadi: We asked the magsirate gh-
out our jobs but he said that 11 had
nothing to do with him. Management
refused 1o take us back, 0 we were
forced 1o go back home.

N.N: How have you been surviving
all this time?

ven children all at school. They have
been told that if | don't pay thes
school fees. they will be sent home.
My wife does not work. So there is
no income. We have 1o live by asking
friends and relatives. Ourland is oo
sitall (o plowgh. ¢ we an't grow
food on it. We are starving

N.N.: Is there any work in Lesotho?
Tladi: No, there is nothing. but even
il you get a job, you are paid very
little. | have standard 10 b | stull had
o come lo South Africa towork asa
labourer,

MN.N.: Cant you get a job in another
industry?

Tiadi: No. The contmact bet ween the
Lesotho and South African Govern-
ments is that we can only work in the

Molsarad: 11 is very hard, [ have se-

Drriefonrein sirike

Comrade Takatio ﬁ"r inpered by police during ife Easi

mining industry. This s our third tnp §

to look for a job. We have a 14 day
travel document so if we do not get

work in the next few days we must po
back home.

AN Wt bre YOl g iy oo Mo ¥ I

Motsamgi; We are on our wiy 1o
Welkom for the last time We ane
hoping that there will be work.

N.N: Why do you think Gold Fields |

do not wani to 1ake you back?

Tladi: They wani 10 break the unipn
at therr mines. They removed the
wiiole headership of the umion. Only
three shafi stewards are keft. S0 the
union has to build up the shall ste-
ward structures again. it will lake
tme but we will succeed. The work-
ers will plways support the NUM.

GO WELL
COMRADE SEBOPA

ABOUT B00 mineworikers from vari-
ous reglons attended the fumeral of
comrade Kisas Sebopa, he NUM's
adeisistraior v Sowein es Ociober 5.

Comrade Sebopa died suddenly of
a heart attack on September 23 al
Baragwinath Hospital, .

Born on August 2| 1938, commde
Sebopa worked more than 15 years al
TEBA. He became one of the first
union organisers and played a lead-
ing rode i estabilishing banches. o
|984 he was promoled to the position
of administration co-prdimtor at the
umion s head office.

In a moving ceremony, with ban-
ners waving and workers’ songs,
comrades paid tribute to the commit-
ment, sacrifice and courageous
cfforts of comrade Sebop in build-
ing wp the NUM.

Commde Mothibeli, former regio-
nal chairman of Cardtomville, said
that Comrade Sebopa was a dedi-
cated fighter for workers” nights.

"He was a gquiet man who gol on
with the job. He néver gotangry with

Overseas exchange visit

THE NUM president, commde
James Motlatsi led a delegation of the
union on a month-long stay 1o
Canads and the United States of
Amenca. Included in the panty were
Abe le Roux, Namaqgualand regional
chairman, Jeffery Magidaof the Edu-
cationgl Department and Monoko
Nechwe of the Research, Information
and Publications Department. They
were invited by the Canadmn Labour
Congress and will meet minewor-
kers” and metalworkers™ mnions dur-
ing their visit. Comrade Magida will
spend an catrs month in Canadg on
an educational course.

Health and Safety

A semimar on Nose was orgahised
by the Health and Safety Department
of the ynion and the Techmenl Ad-
vice Group. About 40 shalt stewards
and union officials attended, where

were discussed. The results of the
semmar will go omia the Healtl amd
Safety manual, which willbe prepar-
ed by the departmeng,

New Miners' International

A new mineworkers' Inkernstional
— the Intermational Mmeworkers
Organisation (IMO)} — was formed in
Fans, France recently, in opposition
to the Miners Intermatioml Federa-
tion (MIF) to which our union be-
fongs, Led by the British NUM presi-
dent, Arthur Scargill, the IMO has 40
miner and energy workers' unions.

They include unions from Austrahia,
France, Chile. Nicaragm, Middle
Eiast and Eastern Europe.

South African
workers' Federation

Mine-

Uity is steadily being buill by mine-

the effects of noise at the workplace

workers' m Southern Africa. On
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November 18 (o 21 all the mune-
waorkers” unions of Mozamitigue,
Botswana, fambia, Zimbabwe and
other neighbouring comtries  will
gather in Harare, Zimbabwe 10 dis-

|cuss the problems facing miners in

the sub-continent. This is the second
meeting held this year and it is hoped
that a federation of mmeworkers” un-
ions will he formed.

New Region

More than 4 000 mineworkers aften-
ded the launch of the Secunda Re-
gion of the NUM on Awgust |7 in
Embalenhle Township. Over 1) 000
mineworkers have already been or-
ganised and the region & growing
rapidly, Secunda region sufferpd
spate of sinkes in July this year

More than 28 000 worker were invol-
ved, And it has been at these mines
— Braken. Kinross, Lesle — where

membership has been growing.

the workers and patiently sorted out
their problems. We have ruly lost a
good tride unionist. ™

He added that comrade Sebops
wias committed to the fight lor free-
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dom and that the workes' move-
ment has lost one of its valuable
s0ns.

Comrade Harayi, vice president of
the union praised our fallen commde
for his contribution in building the
MLUM.

“With people lke comrade
Scbopa, omr umon was assured of
moving from strength to strength,
His dedth is & major blow to our or-
ganisation. Bul those amund him
have learned from his example and
will have to carry the stmggle for-
ward. That is the best way we ¢an
honour his memory &s & fighter of the
workers, "

Office colleagues will remember
comrade Sebopa as & modest and
tireless worker whose patience and
grace will be sorely mmssed.

“Though death has robbed us of o
fighter. comrade Sebopa would want
us 1o continue the fght for liberation
until victory is won. That i the cayse
he siood and he died for,” smd o
colleague.

To his wife, Eumce and the child-
ren, Adelaide. Leonard, Clement,
Ruoth, William and Rodwell, we say:

BE STRONG, KLAAS DIED IN
THE SERVICE (F  THE

WORKERS' MOVEMENT.

MINERS WANT

NUM-BER ONE!

AFTER a buter batife with the Black
Allied Mining and Construction
Workers Union (BAMOWLU ), the
NUM has won majority support of
the De Beers diamond miners in
Kimberley. This strengthens the
union’'s position i the De Beers
Company, because all the miners in
Namagqualind and  Preiorm  have
been organised.

Manne Dipico, Kimberkey organi-
ser, said that the orgamsation of the
muners was difficult

" All the workers live in the 1own-
ships and the work irmegular shifls,
S0 we had 1o recrul] house to house.
That 1ok a lot of time. BAMCWLU,
the nval union, also cawsed & lot of
problems and kept attacking NUM in
the local press and it meetmgs.

One union — one industry

“Hut ull we said to the workers was
one union, one industry and that we

fhad organised the magornity of the e
Beers” miners elsewhere. They knew
where  their  mlerests were  bea
servied, ” said commde Dipico.

Because of the support which the
union has at all the De Beers mings, a
joint shaft stewands” council wil] be
formed 1o represent the workers,

Regional growth

Although Kimberley {(Northemn
Cape) is one of the youngest regions,
membership has increased steadily
Comrmde [ipico said tha because
the M*':nes were scattercd over a wide
area, it was difficult 1o organise . But,
e was confident that o was oy a
malter of time before it would be-
COME & strong region,

“The manganese, cement and lime
miners are next on our list We'll be
number one in the mining mdustry, "
he said,



