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JUNE 16

A day to remember

THE struggles by students
against racist Bantu
Education form part of the
struggle for natiomal
liberation led by the

working class.
On Junc 16, 1976 20 000 siu-

dents staried a peaceful march
through Soweto to protesi
agains! Afrikaans being used as a
medium of instruction in schools.

The reaction of the racist gov-
ernment was violen! and dircel,
Over 600 people were killed
while more than 3000 were ar-
rested. Hundreds of our youth
were maimed or had to flee into
cxle.

Thirteen ycars of bitter
siruggile have followed since
then. Thousands of our people
have dicd in ongoing stale wi-
olence in South Africa.

Loss of lives

The working class has been
drawn directly into this bitter
struggle, 1t has suffered the loss
of ils song and daughters. Along
with the students, thousands of
workers have been victims of the
State and its collaborators.

In 1976 the youth of South Af-
rica took the struggle agains in-
ferior education info their own
hands. In doing so, they broad-
encd the liberation struggle and
aftacked the very roots of op-
pression and exploitation.

In the last 13 years we have scen
struggle and organisation de-
velop in many arcas.

The demands of the students
include a free and equal
*People’s Education”, the right to
form democratic SRCs, an Edu-
cation charter, the removal of
racist and sexist forms of educa-
tion; proper facilities and free
books, improved facilities eic.
Why should workers involve
themselves in the students de-
mands? This is a question ofien
asked, and because people have
ool been clear on it this some-
times Jeads 10 confusion and divi-
sion.
The working class must recog-
nise the sacrifices of our children
and we mus) take forward the
claims they have made for a
proper system of education.

Parents and workers

Students have called on wor-
kers for their support in the
struggle both as parcals and as
members of the working class.

The youth and students, on the
other hand, have on many occa-
sions offered their support and
solidarity to workers such as in
the Great Miners Strike of 1987
when student groups collected
blankets and tins,

Somctimes there arc problems
and conllici between workers
and stodenis, We have to recog-
nise this weakens the struggie as
a whole and attempt to build
unity among all sections of the
Alrican people.

For this unity to be buill we
have to understand the problems
and differences in organising stu-
dents on the one hand and wor-
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The youth of loday are the workers of tomomow

Every June 16 hundreds of
thousands of workers stay away
from work. NUM is demanding
June 16 as a paid public holiday
on all mines. Why is it important
for workers to support the
education struggle?

kers on other, ' We must also see
how important the education
struggle is for workers, and the
liberation of the working class
and all of society.

Racist ideas

Education is important be-
cause of the skills it gives and
because of the ideas people
lcarn. In South Africa the con-
tent of education is that of the
bosses and the racist govern-
ment.

Onr youth do not learn the his-
tory of the strugglcs against the
ecarly colonialists, of the great
battles in the past, of the militant
struggles of the people, and of the
growth of the working class and
OfEaitisaticns.

For the workers struggle it
means that people only really
learn about their past or the
benelits of organisation when
they join trade unions.

Education and knnwledge
musl liberate us, it musl sllow us
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to develop as human beings. Al
the moment in capitalist South
Africa knowledge is used to op-
press workers.

We are told our work is "ma-
aual® or unskilled labour and we
do not deserve to gel paid g
much as "mental” or thinking
people such as doctors or engin-
cers. This is as if we do not work
as hard. Or we do not think about
our work while daily nsking our
lives.

In socialist countrics this div-
sion between "mental” labour and
“manual” labour is scen as false
and people get paid according 1o
their work_

The present education system
is created for the purpose of keep
ing the working class in ideolog-
cal bondage,

The education sysicm is meant
toteach only the ideas, values and
ways of the ruling classes. But we
know education is vital in the
liberation struggle. Education
mus! serve the interests of the

vasl majority of people.
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call to workers to discuss constitution

The Guidelines suggest n uni-
(ary, democratic, non-rucial
siaie with the power belonging to
the people as a whole and exer-
clsed through one central legis-
lature, execullve and
administration.

Fo more efficient administra-
tion and democratic participa-
tion powers will be delegated by
the central authority to subordi-
nale administrative units.
Universal suffrage based on one
person one vole is advocated,

The people’s government will
strive to create a single national
identity us South Africans above
loyalties of race, ethaicity, reli-
glon, language and religion,

To encourage foster national
unity, the governmenl would
have o carefully sketch n policy
to counter all the remains of
apurtheid, especially the Torces
of ethnicity.

Government policy should nim
to reach afl the people in all
areas, especially the rural areas
where the bantustan system is
presenily rooted.

Bill Of Rights

The NUM congress noted
under the brutal racist regime
there is mo guarantee of fup-
damental huyman rights of all
cltizens - indeed the majority is
exploited.

The guidelines advocate a Rill
of Rights guarantecing the fun-
dameatal rights of the cilizens
and the elimination of all forms
of racial discrimination .

The practice of racism and the
encouraging of ethnic or re-
gional exclusiveness or hatred
will be punishable by law.

A multiparty sysiem, the right
to education, the protection of
the right to work and social se-

curity are guaranteed.

The Bill of Rights would be n
means of enlarging people’s firee-
doms In order to improve the

quality of thelr lives,
Mixed economy

The ecomomic policy advo-
caled by Lhe guidelines Is » mized
economy. The State will ensure
the entire economy serves the in-
terests and well-being of all sec-
tions of the population.

Development palicy will be the
task of the State. There would be
a ]H.IHH’ sectior, |II"|'I’I.'II' !H'-‘ll"
co-operalive secior and s small
scale family sector,

The private sector shall be ob-
liged to co-operale with the siate
in the realisstion of the broad
development goals of the
country.

Racial ownership of land will
be abolished through a pro-

gramme of land reform that will
ensyre that (and is given (o those
who have & real need Tor it ke
victims of forced removals,

Workers' Charter

Recognising the leading role of
the working class in our struggle
for freedom and the building of a
new soclety, the Guidelines sug-
gest the Inclusion of a Charter
protecting worker's trade union
rights, such as the right (o strike
and collective bargaining,

For the gender guestion, the
guidelines advocate equal rights
in ull spheres of public and pri-
vale life for women. The staic has
to ensure that inequalities and
discrimination between (he sexes
is eliminated.

A free South Alfrica will be
commitied to the policy of non-
alignmeat and the principles of
the QAU Charter and the Char-

ter of the United Nations.

A post apartheid S.A woald de-
clare its solidarity with the forces
of national liberation, world
peace and dismrmament.

" The oppressed peaple or-
ganised in their democratic
structures have (o participate in
the process of mapping owt opr
future constitution. The gui-
delines can be a basis for further
discussign und enrichment.

Thus the guidelines have Lo be
studied critically by the people
for flurther development.

They have to be studied and
criticised in the actual feld of
struggle for mobilisation and or-
ganisation aguinst the apurthejd
Eystem,

The guidelines should serve as
a campalgn to mobilise and or-
ganise the broad spectrum of gl
anti-apartheid forces.



