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Num SrorTs

SARU and NUM have
plans to start up rugby
on mines next year

PLANS by the non-racial
South African Rugby
Union (Saru) to enter the
mines with the aim of
joining forces with the
rughy playing membership
of the National Union of
Mineworkers could

become possible next vear.

This emerged at Saru’s council
mecting in Port Elizabeth during
which the anti-apartheid rughby
body effectively placed the ball
back into the South African
Rugbhy Board's (SARB) court
regarding unity talks,

There has been ongoing lalks
lasi vear between the NUM, the
bigpest affiliate of the giant Con-
gress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) and the
South African Council of Sport
(Sacos) unil, Saru

"This is nol somcthing new,”
said Saru president Ebrahim
Patel

“11 ts an on-going process whach
started last year between Saru
and the NUM.

"We wanl o put into cllect
what we discussed with the NUM
next ycar. Where possible, the
project will include holding
coaching courses on mines (o be
conducted by Saru.

“We will also look at the pos-
sibility of bringing NUM mem-
bers to walch some of our games,”
Patel said.

Saru may nol achieve ils
primary aim of embracing all
minc rughy plavers in just a year,
bul next year will certainly form a
basc on which Saru could
gradually assess progress in as far
as laking rughy to the pecople =
concerned,

The move by Saru to inclode
the NUM rugby plavers is likely
to boost the number ol players ol
the non-racial body because the
NUM has hundreds of rughy
playving members at almost every
mine in the country.

But, ot has been difhicull for
NUM members 1o play non-ra-
cal rughby because mine bosses
threatened them with dismissals

and deprived them the use ol

mine facilities.

Meanwhile, Saru’s council this
week aming other issues dis-
cusscd whether to mect SARB
wilh & view (o forming one body.

A few week ago, afier SARB
president, Dannie Craven's con
troversial "African initiative,”
which imvolved talks with the out-
lawed Afnican National Congresa
and a subscquent SARB exccu-
tive committee meeting that fol-
lowed, it was decided to extend
an invitation (o Saru 1o discuss
the future of both organisations.

"We discussed the SARB's in-
vitation and have wrillen to
them,” said Saru president
Ebrahim Paicl

"However, we will not reveal
the contents of the letier at this
stage. We will issue a public
slalcment only when the SARB
has replicd,” Patcl said

The
relcased by Patel is as Tollows
® The Saru council met 1o for-

I'l1-l.|-!.|-||.' s progeramime i
COmMing scason;

[ ] l.h'l highhghl il |h.l., il NN
will centre around the cen
lenary celebrations of the
Eastern Provinee and
Transvaal rughy unions,

e Saru formally accepled in-
vilulions extended 10 i by
certain African-playing
counlrics and will pursue
these invitations with a vicw

full Saru statement

IO Creating pormancnt mem-
bership

® In respect of the mvitation
cxicnded to Sarn by the
SARR, Saru has lformulated
s response thereto, and a
letter in this regard will reach
the SARB:

& 5Sard formally accepled in
vitalwons extended to it by
certain Alrican-playing
counlries and will pursue
these invitations with o vicw
Lo crealing permanent mem-
bership,

Patel did not give any hin
whether his union would meet the
SARB, but il is common
knowledge that the Saru is nol en-
tirely happy with Craven's board
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COSATU's Mi Hlalshwayo:soccer can be a vehicle for change

Cosatu scores its
first soccer team

THE 750 000 member
Congress of South African
Trade Unions (Cosatu)
has announced the
formation of its first

ofTicial soccer team.
The soccer team is based in

southern Natal and called
Cosatu Sports Workshop. It was
organised by the Natal Regional
Cultural Co- (Ordinating Com-
mitier i(NRUULU).

The formation of the team,
made up of players from difl-
ferent local wnits, and other
worker teams in the lactories, is
a move Lo popularise “peaple’s
culture”, which includes sport.

Cosatu’s Sport Workshop was
follow-up to a seminar held in
mid- Angust where people’s cul-
ture was discussed and members
wrre urged Lo make its advance-
ment a reality.

The oaly sporting body repre-
senied at the mecting was the
Natal Council on sport (MNacos),
an afMiliate of the South African
Council on Sport (Sacos), which
pledged its support for Cosatu
cultural units and pledged lo
continue working with them,

Cosatu's vice-chairperson,
Chriv Dlamini, sald the pim of
sport Tor liberation was to build
solidarity.

"By building solidarity we are

building a nation”; he said.

“We are picking up the pieces
to advance our struggle. To
achieve this, we nced people 1o
assist us.

“The sport of the ruling class
always advances their interest by
using people,” be said.

He stated that some of the
counlry's well-known socceriles
did nil earn decenl wages be-
couse the capitalists were out to
make money and did notl have
their wellare ot heart.

Commenting on the issue of
sport on the mines, be said it was
an instrument to blunt people’s
militancy, to enteriain and to
make money lor the bosses and
to make people forgel their
problems.

Mi Hlatshwayo, Cosata's na-
tional cultwral co-ardinator
said: “whatever the struggle, we
can make soccer or any other
sport a vehicle for change be-
canse i is our lask lo organise

these areas and make people |

aware of the situation in sport”.
The teams first maich was a
druw. There was a heart throb-
bing 90 minutes of entertaining
soccer when the newly-formed
Easaly soccer squad was held te
a 2-1 draw by Pinetown's Cl
Caravans team al the Alan
Taylor residence in Wentworth,

Congress
formed to
promote
non-racial
sport

THE amms of the new Natiomal
Sports Congress (NSC) are 1o
promotc mass-based spont in a
non-racial, progressive and
democratic South Alnca

The newly formed orgamsation
has held a mectng 1o formulate
s “statement of imtent” and pro-
posed constitution

The meeting in Durban in No-
vember was attended by some of
the top sports administratons n-
volved in the non-racial move-
ment.

AbolishApartheid
The NSC said: "In an apartheid
sopcty the distnbution ol resour-
ces and the system of education is
Erossly distored on ethnic
gounds and children and youth
are effectively demsed equahity ol
lacilites and opporiuniies on
ethmec and racial grounds ™
The NSC recognised Sacos "as
the awthentic anti-apartheid
sports body in South Afnca and
5 prepared 1o join hands wih
Sacos to achieve a truly mass-
based democratic spons move-
ment.”
The NSC said it would:
=  Encourage the crealion ol
non-ractal spons  struclunes

L accepiable to-the-neteaed—

democratic movement in
arcas where they did nol
ExXisl.

= Work wih communsies o
their struggle to oblain
sporung facilies i arcas

where they did nol exist
- Work with the national

democratic movemend (o call
upon big businesses 1o spon-
sor non-racial spont bodies
and 10 ensure thal existung
sponsorshup was  distnbuted
equitably

*  Encourage the development
ol non-racial spori al pri-
mary, secondary il ieniary
educational  instilaiions.

*  Counteract the imitiatives ol
multinational and raciss
ﬁ.l'l-ll!t.‘u .;H.II'IlI!'II."-"'].tIH.‘-i

*  Work closely with the pro-
gressive trade union move-
micrl.

As far as imtermational lmks
were concemed, the NSC sad o
recogmsed the vital role played
by the S A Non-racial Olympec
Comamitiee (Sanroc) wn Ms cam-
paigns o solate South Alfrica
and would fully suppon and com-
plement Sanroc’s role.

Union sports survey
COSATU is to survey unioas (o
find out what sports activities arc
going in the union and what sports
codes exst,

It plans to hold a national sports
workshop next vear

Interested sportspeople should |
contact Comrade Kgalema of
NUM hcad office, or Mi
Hlatswayo of COSATU.



