
Page 16 December 1988 NUM NEWS NUM SPORTS 

SARU and NUM have 
plans to start up rugby 
on mines next year 

P L A N S by I hc n o n - r a c i a l 

S o u t h A f r i c a n R u g b y 

U n i o n ( S a r u ) t o e n t e r the 

m i n e s w i t h t h e a i m o f 

j o i n i n g f o r c e s w i t h t h e 

r u g b y p l a y i n g m e m b e r s h i p 

o f t h e N a t i o n a l U n i o n o f 

M i n e w o r k e r s c o u l d 

b e c o m e poss ib le nex t y e a r . 
This emerged at Sara's council 

meeting in Port Elizabeth during 
which (he anti-apartheid rugby 
body effectively placed the ball 
back in to Ihc South A f r i can 
Rugby Board's (SARB) court 
regarding unity talks. 

There has been ongoing talks 
laM year between the N U M , Ihc 
biggest affiliate o f the giant Con-
grcs* o f South Af r ican Trade 
Un ions ( C O S A T U ) and the 
South African Council of Sport 
(Sacm) unit, Saru. 

T h i s is not something new,' 
said Saru president Ebrahim 

PatcL 
Ml is an on-going process which 

started last year between Saru 
and Ihc N U M 

*Wc want to put into effect 
what we discussed with the N U M 
next year. Where possible, the 
project w i l l inc lude hold ing 
coaching courses on mines to be 
conducted by Saru. 

*Wc will also look at the pos­
sibility erf bringing N U M mem­
bers to watch some of our games/ 
Pate! said, 

Saru may not achieve Us 
primary aim of embracing all 
mine rugby players in just a year, 
tnit next year wil l certainly form a 
base on w h i c h Saru c o u l d 
gradually assess progress in as far 
as taking rugby to the people is 
concerned. 

The move by Saru to include 
the N U M rugby players ts likely 
to boost the number of players of 
the non-racial body because ihc 
N U M has hundreds of rugby 
playing members at almost every 
mine in the country. 

But, it has been difficult for 
N U M members to play non-ra­
cial rugby because mine bosses 
threatened them wilh dismissals 

and deprived them the use ol 
mine facilities. 

Meanwhile, Sara's council this 
week among other issues dis­
cussed whether to meet SARB 
with a view to forming ooc body. 

A few week ago, after SARB 
president, Dannie Craven's con­
troversial "Afr ican init iative," 
which involved talks wilh the out­
lawed African National Congress 
and a subsequent SARB execu­
tive committee meeting that fol­
lowed, it was decided to extend 
an invitation lo Saru to discuss 
the future of both organisations, 

*Wc discussed the SARB's in-
v i l a l i on and have wr i t ten to 
t hem, * said Saru pres ident 
Ebrahim Palcl. 

"However, we will not reveal 
ihc contents of the letter at this 
stage. Wc will issue a public 
statement only when the SARB 
has replied," Pat el said. 

T h e f u l l Saru s ta tement 
released In Paul ts a\ lollnwv 

• The Sara council met lo for­
mulate its programme for 
coming season; 

• The highlight o l the season 
wil l centre around the ccn* 
Unary celebrations of the 
E a s t e r n P r o v i n c e and 
Transvaal rugby unions. 

• Saru formally accepted in­
vitations extended to it by 
c e r t a i n A f r i c a n - p l a y i n g 
countries and wi l l pursue 
these invitations wilh a view 
to creating permanent mem 
bcrshjp 

• In respect of the imitation 
extended to Saru by the 
SARB, Saru has formulated 
its response thereto, and a 
letter in this regard will reach 
the SARB; 

• Saru formally accepted in­
vitations extended lo it by 
c e r t a i n A f r i c a n - p l a y i n g 
countries and wi l l pursue 
these invitations with a view 
to creating permanent mem­
bership, 

Patcl did not give any hint 
whether his union would meet the 
S A R B , but i t i s common 
knowledge that the Saru is not en­
tirely happy with Craven's board. 

Why don't you subscribe to NUM News, and be sure you 
receive a regular copy? 

Write to: The Editor, NUM News, PO Box 2424, 
Johannesburg 2000. 
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COSATU's Mi Hlatshwayo: soccer can be a vehicle for change 

Cosatu scores its 
first soccer team 
T H E 7 5 0 0 0 0 m e m b e r 

C o n g r e s s o f S o u t h A f r i c a n 

T r a d e U n i o n s ( C o s a t u ) 

h a s a n n o u n c e d t h e 

f o r m a t i o n o f i t s f i r s t 

o f f i c i a l soccer t e a m . 

The soccrr team is based la 

s o u t h e r n N a t a l and ca l led 

Cosatu Sports Workshop. I t was 

organised by the Natal Regional 

Cultural Co- Ordinal ing Com* 

ralttee(NRCCC). 

The format ion of the I ran i , 

made up of players f rom dif­

ferent local units, and other 

worker tenms in the factories, la 

a move to popularise "people's 

culture*, which includes sport* 

Cosatu's Sport Workshop was 

follow-up to a seminar held In 

mid* August where people's cul­

ture was discussed and members 

were ur^ed to make its advance­

ment a reality. 

The ouly sporting body repre­

sented at the meeting was the 

Natal Council on sport (Nacos), 

an affiliate of the South African 

Council on Sport (Sacos), which 

pledged its support for Cosatu 

cul tura l units and pledged to 

continue working with them, 

Cosatu*s v ice-chai rperson-

Chr is Dlumini, said the a im or 

sport for liberation was to build 

solidarity. 

'By building solidarity we are 

bui ld ingu nation"*be " • * • •• 

*\Ve are picking up the pieces 

to advance our struggle. To 

achieve this, WT need people to 

assist us. 

TTie sport of ike rul ing das* 

always ad%ancr*> their interest by 

using people,* be said. 

He stated tbat some of the 

country' i well-known soccerites 

did not earn decent wages be-

ruttsc the capitalists wrr r nut to 

make iimney und did nut ha%c 

their welfare ut heart. 

Commenting on the issue of 

spurt on the mines, he said it was 

an Instrument In blunt people's 

mil i tancy, lo entertain and to 

make money for the bosses and 

In make people forget the i r 

problems. 

MI Hlatshwayo, Cosatu's na­

t i ona l c u l t u r a l co -o rd iua to r 

said: "whatever the struggle, we 

can make soccer or any other 

sport a vehicle for change be­

cause It Is our task to organise 

these areas and make people 

aware of the situation in sport". 

The teams first match was a 

draw. There was a heart throb­

bing 90 minutes of entertaining 

soccer when the newly-formed 

Cosatu soccer squad was held to 

a 2-2 druw by Plnetown's C I 

Caravans learn al the A lan 

Taylor residence lo Wentworth. 

Congress 
formed to 
promote 
non-racial 
sport 

THE aims of the new National 
Sports Congress (NSC) are to 
promote mass -based sport in a 
non - rac i a l , progressive and 
democratic South Africa. 

The newly formed orgarasaiioo 
has held a meeting to formulaic 
its "statement of intcnT and pro­
posed constitution 

The meeting in Durban in No­
vember was attended by some of 
the lop sports administrators irv 

volvcd in the non-racial move­
ment. 

AbollshApartheld 
The NSC said: "In an apartheid 

society the distribution of resour­
ce* and the system of education is 
grossly d i s t o r t ed on e thn ic 
grounds and children and youth 
a « effectively denied equality of 
facilities and opportunities on 
ethnic and racial grounds." 

The NSC recognised Sacos 'as 
the authent ic ant i -apar ihc id 
sports body in South Afnca and 
is prepared to join hands wMh 
Sacos to achk-te a truly mass-
based democratic sports move­
ment." 

The NSC said it would 
Encourage the creation of 
non-racial sports stmctuics 
accept a Hi* 
democrat ic movement in 
areas where they did nol 
exist 
Work with communities m 
the i r s t ruggle l o ob ta in 
sporting facilities in areas 
where they did not exist 
W o r k w i th the na t iona l 
democratic movement lo call 
upon big businesses lo spon^ 
sor non-racial spoil bodies 
and to ensure thai cxisung 
sponsortlup was distributed 
equitably. 

* Encourage Ihc ilevelopment 
o f non-ractal sport al pr i ­
mary, secondary ami teniary 
educational inslMuttons. 
Counteract the initiatives of 
mu l t i na t i ona l and racist 
sports administrators. 
Wort closely with the pro­
gressive trade union move­
ment. 

As far as international links 
were concerned, the NSC said it 
rrtogmscd the vital role played 
by the S A Non-racial Olympic 
committee (Sanroc) m its cam­
paigns to isolate Soulh Africa 
and would fully support and com­
plement Sanroc's role. 

Union sports survey 
COSATU is lo survey unions to 
find out what sports activities arc 
going in the union and what sports 

codes exist. 
It plans lo hold a national sports 

workshop next year. 
Interested sportspcoplc should 

contact Comrade Kgalcma of 
N U M h e a d o f f i c e , o r M i 
Hlatswayo of COSATU, 


