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Wage rises beat

inflation. But still
not a living wage

ALMOST  all  wape
agreements negoliated by
NUM this year have heaten
Price inereases,

But the Chamber of Mines stll
reluses 10 pay a “living wage” 1o
workers

From July 1987 10 July 198X
consumer prices rose by 12,49
In most cases, mineworkers’
wages have gone up by more than
this amourit

Mininmium wages were on aver
age 17.9% higher than m 1987

The top fen wage INCeases ae
wiell abowve inllation

The Eskom increase i January
wis par of a move towarnds panty
between wage scales in the Wesl-
ern Cape and the rest ol the
COMmry

The lanuary mimmuom was
W A% abowve the mae m Lanuary
987!

Union NEws
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TOP TEN PERCENTAGE WAGE INCREASES

Bul the main problem with the
wages, which are all for the Al
{labourery grade. o5 that they
werne ton low 1o stan with,

Management attitudes to living wage
are wrong and unfair, says COSATU

COSATU has launched a
strong altack againsi
management attitudes 1o
the living wapge campaign.

COSATL spokesperson Frank
Mewntjies told an induosinal ela-
tions semimar last month o was
"h}'[H'I:.‘HIrl.,‘:JI lor thowe who énjoy
a living wage 1o cry foul when
other human beings demand the
same for themselves™.

The living wage 15 a human
rghts issue, sad Memntjies

"No employer has come oul
public suppon of the nouon ol a
Living wage”. This is very reveal-
ing 10 workers, he s

State and capital gang up

"Workers see the living wage as
a perfectly moderate demand
But the stale has labelled a2
commurist plod. Amd employers
arc ganging up with themy, o what
workers regand as an alliance ol
minorly power and privilege ™

Memipes sad employer ath-
tudes through the years consisted
of statements such as "You can
pay them a tew shillings because

"l WE HAVE NO MONEY MY
WIFE. THE MINES DO NAOT
CPAY ENgUEW. BUT T AMm

SEARED TOo JOINTHRE wupMIeN

ey dor net have the samie stanld
and ol Tiving™ amel " These people
dor et want all the comlons ol
cily lile because they actually
yoeurn fo goo back 1o the home-
lands"™ The False adea bebind s
wits that wages for black workers
coulid be kept low because sub
sistence Lirnung broaght in exi
mnncy

Abolish cheap labour

COSATU comdemng the cheap
labowr system, he sad, and wants
1o see it abolished

"We are saying the coonomy
cannol lunctiion best of the miass
ol people cannet buy e goods
they produce”™ Employers ac-
cused unions ol making unrea-
sonable demands which led 1o
i Tatnen

They spoke of “prowth™ but ma
the necd 1o redisinbuote. When
speaking about growth, we
shoald mod just Took of the resualis
iof a smgle COMLrAnY bl o e
whole cconomy, he sand.

South Africa’s economy wis
nol growing bul standing snll

Management speke ol growith,
bt when it did i rease s prodiis
il i e put the money back inlo
extending the business or onea.
timg new gobs. It olien pot s
money in the stock morkel or sem
1 OVETSCNS

“Ithere ane high profis”,. and
no job creatton, the only conclu-
ston we can draw a5 that our con-
tinued persecution under the
cheap labour system s amed al
illing employers” pockels and
makmng the nch ncher

Workers are worse off

Workem had been drven (o the
point of desparr with the collec-
tve bargaining system. They had
I protect therr real wages awd
Thaggle over percentage points”.
There was no meaningful pro-
gress i hiving standands

e living wage campargn was
rooled an the heans and mimnds of
niathons of orgamised and unor
ganised workers and could not be
wipeed oul by management or the
state, he sad.

LMH. AT m“‘ hl”E-SJ
1. Lotk AT own

SVER- CROWDED
W S i

2, LeoW AT THE
LOADY WMICH ARE
MOT REPMEED
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Rank Company . Wintmus % riss
1 CULLINAN MINERALS - R404 72.8%
2 ESKOM GROUP 1 NON-SHIFT = . R63S 39.4%
3 CROMORE - MONTROSE CHROME (SURFACE)  R335 27.9%
4 TRANSHEX GROUP (Diamonds) : - R542 25.2%
5 AFR. CHRYSOTILE ASBESTOS SURFACE ~ R269 24.0%
6 SAMANCOR MANGANESE (SURFACE) R . 2.%x
7 CROMORE - MONTROSE CHROME (UNDERGROUND 22.7%
& PERING MINE 0 RB8® 219K
9 AFR. CHRYSOTILE ASBESTOS (UNDERGROUND) R300 21.5%
10 SAMANCOR m {W} . +ﬂ3;‘ S * 19.9%

Only three of the wages Tor By
bourers i the NUM ane above
the bare poventy levels set by the
Uineversaity of South Alnca.

In September 1988, the SLL
sloodd at R&1D per month Tor an
“average family™. No mine wel
pays a “hiving wage” 1o labourers.

The average minimum wage fof
all the 1988 negotiations of the
NETM is R3EY per month, but the
median wape (the wape in the
micdille of a list running from the
highest to the lowest wage ) is only
B350 per month

The Chamber of Mines, i the
wage nepoliabons that allect
miest ol the miners i South Aln
ca, repected the umon demand
for an industry mimumuom wage ol
RA50 per month

S0 the lowest pad workers ane
still stuck on minemum wage rales
below RS0 per month

The NUM still continues to

fght a struggle with the bosses tor

Fooh

a minimum living wage for all
mine workers,

The munes can alford io pay.

The latest resulis of Randfon-
tein Estales gold mine show how
profitable the mines ane

The mine made R228.4 million
profit before tax in 1987/8K8
There were 14 769 workers on
the mine in this penod. So, an
average. cach worker con-
irnbuted R1 627 1o the mine's
profits every month of the year.

Mimimum wages al Randlon-
tein Estates were R2RY per
month for surface workers amd
R 330 for underground Ower
BOFE of the workers were on wage
scales that were less than R0
per month,

The lalest Randlonten Estales
Anmnual Report says the mince bas
changed iz "management style”
radically.

MNow it has "participalive man-
agement .

. AND WHAT pO
WE GET WHEN

wE ARE Too
SLD 1o wokh?
A SMALL PENSION,
wWHAT AAVE JHU TR
oT To LOSE By
JoINING NUMY

MY WIFE You ARE RIGHT,
I wiLL JaIiv AMUM TO
FIGAT FalRk A LIVING Hhﬁ

My ““5|ﬁﬂﬂl_ T wiibL
TELL You wry Tou MusT
Jain Misdg .
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For South African workers, 1988 has been a year of
struggles, setbacks and victories. Organisation is

] . 3 4

| our chief weapon against the attacks of the bosses .
and the governmerit. Let us unite together as never &
Jﬂ before in 1989, VIVA NUM! VIVA COSATU!
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regions took up the Save
the Patriots campaign
'ABOVE LEFT: May Day fell
ona Sunday but that did
not stop workers celebrating ¢
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- L J_;,_ . § LEFT: NELSON MANDELA
4 was admitted to hospital
with TB
RIGHT: A striking hotel

worker was shot outside a
|.l'||,.l-d'l. YT

BELOW: Workers stayed at
4 home on June 6, 7and 8
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