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Youmna! of the Afrlcas Maticinal Conress

Render State
of Emergency
Inettective

SINCE the colomanists landed on our country more than three
centuries ago, South Africa has never known peace. Millions
of our people have lost their lives in the resistance wars and
the struggle for nativnal liberation. The enemy has been wield-
ing the gun for centuries and continues to rule by the gun.

~ But this time the enemy faced with the ever-growing mass
political action and intensified armed action on the part of
the oppressed and exploited masses, has decided to declace the
vicious slate of emergency. It has mobilised all it= armed forees
lor a showdown against our people. .

It is not for the figst tlime that the enemy has declared a sta-
e of émergency In fact we have beep living under the state
ol emergeney tor decades. Bul the degree of the present rep-
ression and terror is unprecedented.

Never in the history of South Africa have =0 mamy prople
been killed aml maimed within such a short period of time.
Thousands of people have been detained under martial law.
The racist police and soldiers have Been empowered with W e
Ing powers in areas
Order” may declare “unrest arcas’. This virtually means the
whole eountry. Thus the aim of the Botha regime is to maintain
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which the racist Minister of ‘law and,

a perpeetual stale of cinergenes .

The President’s Couneil has imposed THO day & detention
orders even though the ladian and "Coloured ™ chambers in the
ruisl  Iri-cameral pariament had opposed this measure. OF
course, lhese puppels opposed  thi= measure becanse of the
enormous pressure from the eotiee democratic movement of
our country . Botha has shown them in no uneertain terms that
they do not even have tohen power in the tri-cameral parlia-
ment. Thi= only confirms our cardier assertion  that the Preto-
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andd Coloured” communitivs as rubber stamps for their evil
machinalions against our preople. Our demand ie that they
musl resign from  these organs of oppression and join the
ranhs ol the lighting masses for genuine democracy Tor al.

A= a vconsequence of the emergencey regulation, mass ral-
lies and demonstrations have been banned with an exception
ol those Illr:.;-;l.lli:l‘ll |-:|. the suppuorters ol the upnrl.h--.i-l Fewime
like Gatsha Buthelezs and his Inkatha. Blanket curfews have
been imposed in many areas from dusk to dawn Obviously the
vigilantes, Witdockes, A-Teams, Community Councillors and
bantustan puppets are exempted in this regard. They use

the cover of the night and the protection of the racist polics
and soldiers to attack, kill and maim patriots.

Ag il all this is nol enough, even the vietims of the police
aml soldiers are not allowed o be buried in a litting manner.
Mo mass [unerals are allowed. The number of people who can
altend a Muneral and its duration are strictly restricted. Funeral
sorations must be those that donot  refleet the real situation in
our country.

In order to coneeal the evil deeds and the reality of the situa-
tion from our people and the vulside world, the racist rulers
have clamped down on the press. Further, communication bet-

Continued on P.12




EDITORIAL

Spread the
Anti-Rent
- Campaign

KWANDEBELE WIEPEHDEM :
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regime, the people of KwaNdebele have emerged
as the bantustan’s Legislative Assembly decided to its
plans for ‘independence’ in December

The terroristic Imbokodo has
been forced into a hasty, de-
feated disbandment. ca-
reer of its boss, Piet Ntuli, has
been terminated by patriotic
forces in the face of his in-
creasingly intolerable and
crimi lctix mn:"dl op-
punents of ‘independence’.
For our struggle, this vic-
tory is a significant landmark.
It i= the first time that we
have actually succeeded in
forcing a bantustan administ-
ration to back down [rom its
intention o im ‘inde
ndence” on us. In the o
arcas such as the Transkei,
uthatswana, Venda and
the Ciskei, we resisted and
fought valiantly, but in the
end, th the terroristic
methods of the bantustan
tyrants together with those of
¢ South African fascists,
‘independence’ was imposed
on ua.
*  From our victory in Kwa-
Ndebele there is no doubt
that the resistance we have
kept and increased in these
arvas, will result in the dest-
ruction of these apartheid
dummy instilutions. As in
KwaNdebele, we have to view
vur offensive against the whole
bantustan system as an offens-
ive to make the country in-
ereasingly ungovernable and
'ii unworkable.
Our offensive was conti-
nuous and resolute in Kwa-
Ndebele. We left the enemy no
respile, o that in the end the
enemy was  exhausted and
forced intlo a decision it had
nol anticipated. Further, we
combined all formis of struggle,
armed and mass strugge. We
attacked from all fronts, uni-
ling patriotic sections of the
royal household, the youth,
civil servants and other work-
ers, women, the church and
other sections of our people.
In the other bantustans, there
was intensified activity of the
le. No bantustan remain-
ed untouched by mass and
armed activity o the people.

It is clear that from the
victory - in KwaNdebele we

have reached an important
point in our struggle to dest-
roy the bantustan system.
With the administration sent
into a retreat we are faced
with the task of converting
this retreat into a complete
rout. The administration must
not be allowed to regroup
and devise new methods of
controlling us such as the pro-
pused National Council.

Therefore, the major ques-
tion that faces us at the mo-
ment i8 how f[ast we move
further into the offensive and
how much effort we put in-
to the consolidation and ex-
Llluinn of the unity we have

ilt in our offensive in Kwa-
Ndebele and the other bantu-
stans in Tecent months.

As we have al  stated,
our offensive in K debele

is .En'l of our offensive to
make the country ungovern-
able, and from this ungovern-
ability to move further into
aple's wer. The near
collapee of the administrative
structures in KwaNdebele,
amptly demonstrated the rul-
ers  inability to govern the
arca at will, means that we
must, as we have done in
other arcas ol our country,
continue to create and conso-
lidate existing people’s com-
mittees. These popular strue-
tures must not only be our
instruments for the running
of our day to day services,
but our instruments for fur-
ther mobilisation and urgani-
sation to move from ungov-
renability to people’s power.
This is a task not only ol the
er of Hw:l‘ﬂdr{h'h' or
the other bantustans alone,
but of all patriots and demao-
erats of our country.
These patriotic forces in

‘the bantustan administration

who have decided to juin the
people against the bantustan
syslem, musl unite in action
with the democratic move-,
ment to hasten the demise of

this pillar of white minority
rule,

ﬂ anti-rent campaign is
llrulnuzt‘

To date there are twenty eight townships that
months without paying
The anti-rent campaign cannot be seen merely as an eco-
ough rentseat very deeply in ourempty
pockets. It is much more than thiat. It is a tactical manoeuvre
that we should employ to break the power of the community
councils which rely on it to carry out the functions of the
apartheid regime.

As many areas refuse to pay rent, various ploys have been
hatched up by the community councils. Offices have been ope-
ned in white areas to ‘safeguard’ those who do not want to
participate in the struggle for our liberation. But these offices
remain as empty as those in the black townships.

Some employers, because of the stake they have to the
apartheid system, are doing their best to force their employ-
ces to pay rent and thus prop up the community council
system. They deduct money from the workers and threaten
to fire those who refuse to pay rent. This is an urgent issue
that must be taken up by the trade unions and members of
the business community who state that they want to see apart-
heid removed from theface of oyr gountry. The method that
has been used by theracists to forge
prohibited by the Supreme C
a right to evict a person for refusing to pay rent. We must use
this loophole in the laws of the racists to further our aims.

: The townships that have not yet joined the anti-rent camp-
aign must do so. It is only through their participation that the
campaign to break the power of the community councils and
do away with the rental system can be achieved.

Under the state of terror that is enveloping our country,
this anti-rent campaign should be stepped up. The success of
our anti-rent campaign will contribute tremendously towards
our strategy of making South African ungovernable and apart-
heid unworkable. '
By refusing to pay rent we are laying the foundation for
organs of people’s power. Already where the apartheid admini-
nistrative structures have collapsed, they are being replaceg by
new organs of popular power. We are all called upon to reinforce
this democratic change and spread it to all the corners of our

NO TO THE EXORBITANT RENTS!
NO TO THE PUPPET COMMUNITY COUNCILS!
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State Of Misinformation

A CURTAIN of darkness has been drawn by the South African

try against the apartheid
l#h“hﬂ”ndhﬂhmmm
glare of the international community and the people of South
Africa themselves.

The past twenty two months have focussed the attention of
the international :nmmuml'r on the fascist state and its mur-
derous army and police in the black townships. Increasingly,
as the people’s struggle ldrmtnnewhnﬂm.lhhcutl
are becoming more desperate and brutal in their repression.

hﬂhnnlhldb:fnm.th:nﬂfumufﬂwlhuﬂfﬂlug
ency arose from the fear of the racists that the struggle of our
people is gaining momentum. This is also a attempt
:ﬂllf the fears of the white community and racists’ allies in

e west.

Additionally, as a necessary element of the brutal repression
and persecution of the democratic forces in the mnl:q'. Hu: n—
cuhhne:llnpﬂldnwnunmunpomngs.
there has never been any press l:hAﬁ-muinth:
real sense, but this time, Hmnndpnﬂlllhn:uhmﬁm
sup i nlm{rudmtuum

a result of these measures, any news of people’s struggle
can only be heared from Goebbels-inspired Bureau of Informa-
tion. Like their Nazi mentors, the South African fascists do
not even allow their allies and supporters to know the truth
about what is happening in the country.

Misinformation has taken the place of information. Figures
of murders committed by security police and soldiers, including
those committed by their running dogs, the vigilantes, are at-
tributed to the democratic forces.. The liars in the Union Build-
mpd:tmnuu-hmh ions are going to lead to ‘subversive’

and therefore not be answered. Questions are

based on the briefing of the Bureau of Misinformation. Every-
thing therefore is stagemanaged to suit the interests of the do-

minating clique.
What is striking is that in the midst of all these measures,

reactionary organisations such as Inkatha and other vigilante
groups are hlvlng field day besmirching the image of the
democratic organisations and ltumpun'f to prettify their ima-
ges. They are allowed to ets and pamphlets as
they please. They also pmdm:t forged Icaflets alleging to come
from democratic organisations. Of course, these contain noth-
ing but lies. Airplanesand helicopters scatter pamphlets urging
the people to obey laws of Pretoria,

As if their support for the resctionary black organisations,
and groups is not enough, the ruling tircles have allowed! Eroups
like fwnhlln to hold rallies and continue their diatribe against
the ANC, COSATU and UDF. More than that, they encourage
their marsuding impis and vigilantes to seek out members of
these democratic isations and other opponents of the sys-
tems and kill them. Yet chu have been arrested for
peacefully observing one of the most tragic days in the history
of our country — June 16.

Despite all these attempts we are not cowed. We are deter-
mined to march forward to our strategic goal — the seizure of
power. We have been forced into operating secretly and this
has affected our speed of work. But we are now in a better
situation than we were in the 1960's when our organisation,
the ANC, was banned. We are acquiring experience in working
in underground conditions.

This gained experience must be used for expanding our
area of operation, to include as many cadres as possible and
by ensuring that every area has an effective underground
structure for carrying out our work.

The Bureau of Misinformation by its selection of news on
the state of eme secks to throw us into disarray and
confusion. It is therefore urgent for us to further expand the
work of our underground structures in producing our propa-
ganda. It is of utmost im that we produce our position
papers on all the issues that crop up during the state of emerg-
ency. This will ensure that the people understand the demo-
cratic movement’s thinking and hold similar positions on all
issues.

For any movement fighting a ruthless enemy like the >outh
African regime, it is imperative to give urgent attention to the
creation of underground information production units. These
must operate in such a way that even when the enemy clamps
down on our ‘legal’ information production units, the ‘illegal’
ones continue to produce.

These units will also be used for reproducing all ANC in-
formation and its distribution. In many areas such units exist
but the t state of emergency has shown the urgency
with which we should create such units all over the country.
They can be [urmed in an office — secretly using company 's

, photo-copier, roneo machine, printer or typewriter.

Collectives which are in a financial position to buy
roneo machines or photo-copiers can do tremendous work.
Communities can be to donate materially to buy a
community machine which will also be used to produce vur
information for the mobilisation of the people into action.

We have already demonstrated our resourcefulness under
the state of emergency. Let us respond now and shatter the
enemy's illusion that the state of emergency will silence us.
Leét us do our own reporting — tell the truth to our people and
the world about the monstrous deeds of the racist murderous
regime in the different parts of the country.

Thi= is a challenge to the democratic movement of our
country. We have the power to fulfill this task.
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STRUGGLE AGAINST PASSES CONTINUES

AN EXTRACT FROM THE STATEMENT OF THE ANC WOMEN'S SECTION - 9th AUGUST, 1986.

Women Unite Against Fascist Terror for Narional Liberation,
Eguality ond Peace!

On the occassion of 9th, the International Day of Soli-

with the Women of South Africa and Nami-
kiz Capth Afres Women's Dav the African National Congress
Women's Section salutes the daring and courageous women
of our country who are daily engaged in bitter struggle against
all forms of apartheid colonialism. We dip our banner to the
fallen heroines in the course of the liberation struggle and vow
to pick up their weapons, to continue fighting until victory is
won and the people seize power. .

We take this opportunity to greet our fellow sisters in Nam-
ibia under SWAPO Women's Council and pledge to intensify
the struggle against our common enemy until we rid our coun-
tries of the scourge of racism and apartheid.

This year, in the midst of stepped up state of terror, we mark |

die 30th Anniversary of August 9th - a day when the womer
of South Africa, black and white, marched to the Union Build-

ings in Pretoria — the citadel of apartheid - to protest against |

the hated pass laws.

As we mark the 30th Anniversary of the anti-pass struggle,
let tis once more boldly confront the issue of this badge of
slavery — the pass laws. We must not be misled by the enemy's
promise to abolish influx control and introduce what it calls
orderly urbanisation. Nor must we be taken by the regime’s
tactics of a so-called common citizenship. The Botha regime
has no intention whatsoever to see the black majority live in
our country as equals with whites. Its main concern, and that
of its allies is to maintain white domination.

On August 9th this year, the cry must ring out through the
length and breadth of our country — “Away with passes”. This
is an immense offensive which must spread to every comner of
our country, encompassing cities, towns and the country-side.
It must involve both men and women alike and produce the
most formidable, united and sustained mass action to destroy
once and for all, the pass laws, influx control and our forcible
removal to the Bantustans.

Our capability to act in unity has been demonstrated by the
might of the workers under their trade union movement, Cosatu
. who are presently leading gigantic strikes in protest against de-
tention of people’s leaders and the imposition of the state of
emergency. This powerful organisation of the workers conting-
ent reflects a dynamic, sophisticated method of continuifg the
struggle even when the enemy had attempted to make it impo-
ssible. No amount of terror, detention, arrest, harassment and
killings can deter the people’s courage to continue fighting for
freedom.

"1 see a very
bright future ...
These things
happening
around us,
detentions,
deaths in
detention, are
the kickings of a
dying horse.”
Yictoria
Nonyamezelo
Mxenge '|

" i

Women in the foward trenches of our struggle. -

As women, our role in the struggle particularly during this
state of emergency has become more crucial in uniting all the
oppressed women of our country for the further advancement
of our struggle. The need has risen at this hour to organise wo-
men in their greatest numbers from all corners of our country
and together form a united national women's organisation.

On this day, let us reaffirm our commitment never to rest
until we win for ourselves and our children fundamental free-
doms and human dignity. In the Year of Umkhonto we Sizwe,
our People’s Army, as declared by our vanguard organisation,
the ANC, the armed units and the masses of our people are
sharged to advance, attack and give the enemy no quarter.

The progressive world and all democratic forces are fully
behind us. Their support was demonsrated in Nairobi at the
World Conference of Women to the end of the UN Dec-
ade for Women. We salute all thess women and progressive

people who continue to make tireless efforts in the struggle to

rid Southern Africa and the world of the scourge of apartheid.

In this Internatidnal Year of Peace declared by the United
Nations, the African National Congress Women's Section calls
for an intensification of the campaign for sanctions. The racist
regime should be stopped in their destabilisation campaign
against Angola, the frontline states and other neighbouring
countries. These countries continue to bear the brunt of apart-
heid aggression and need the support of all progressive mankind.
We salute their courage and resolute stand and dip our banners
for those citizens of the frontline states who lost their lives.

Finally, we do not forget our comrades and friends in the
Palestine Liberation Organisation who are fighting to retum
to their homeland and the right (o self-determination; the Poli-
sario Front, the women and the people of Nicaragua facing
the threat of US aggression against their country, and all those
in the struggle against fascism, racism and all forms of foreign
domination. .

In conclusion, August 9th is the day when we rededicaie
ourselves to the struggle, drawing inspiration from women like
Lilian Ngoyi, Ruth First, Jeanetie Schoon, Victoria Mxenge
and others who died in the struggle against apartheid for the
liberation of our motherland and peace in Africa and the world

El



From KwaNdebele Victory
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To People’s Power

_ Panel discussion from Radio Freedom conducted by Comrade Tom Sebina
with Comrades Thabo Mbeki, Peter Mayibuye and Freddie Dlamini.

All are members of the Department of Information and
Publicity of the Africon Mztional Congress.

MODERATOR:

Tonight we are having comrades Thabo Mbeki, Freddie Dlamini
and Peter Mayibuye discussing the question of KwaNdebele
rejecting ‘independence’,

" Now as we gl remember, there has been wide-spread turm-
oil and fighting in KwaNdebele. Many people have lost their
lives and there has been a lot of destruction of their property.
It was part of the process of fighting against the bantustan sys-
tem and its is for the first time that the le in a particular
bantustan have forced the puppet rulers to withdraw the of-
fer of so-called independence. :

Comrade Freddie, what do you think of this development?
Answer: As you said, the case of KwaNdebele is a special c!i
in that for the first time the puppets in the bantustans have
had to shelve their plans to im ‘independence’ on the peo-
ple. It is not that it is only in KwaNdebele that the people
have fought hard to try and reverse this case. But in KwaNde-
bele the situation was slightly different in that it found the
people more organised and poised to act than they had been
before. This is because of the experience they have gained in
the last few years. Even then, we must state that for the other
bantustans which are supposed to be independent today — the
Ciskei. Transkei, Venda and Bophuthatswana — it has not been
easy f{or the puppets. Today, they also rule by force because
the people rejected them and the ‘independence’ was forced on
the le. .

H?II?PII}: people in KwaNdebele, particularly, ,I.Hro;h' g
resolve that the ‘independence’ be reversed, was such that at
the time when this was shelved, it was the only thing that the
puppet regime could do to try and stave-off a complete colla-
pee of the whole administration in the area — the Legislative
Assembly, Cabinet and everything. The demands of the people
were such that it was no longer possible for them to go on and
try lto impose ‘independence’ on the people. | think that
there are two other factors we must bear in mind with regard
to what is for us the national liberation movement of South
Africa, a historic victory.

‘people of Kw

First, one recalls that, at the beginning of this year, when
Comrade President Oliver Tambo presented our statement on
the 8th January, this is one of the important calls that were |
made. He said that it was necessary for us to act together to
destroy this particular bantustan to ensure that the regime did
not push vur people inlo the so-called independence. The res-
ponse is, as has been said, an extra-ordinary one. | think the
second important thing is that this campaign in the KwaNde-
bele area is part of the offensive that we have scen throughout
the country largely restricted to the urban areas of making
apartheid unworkable, of making the country ungovernable.,
Here was one particular vutstanding example of apartheid at
work. The attempt by the Botha regime to push our people
into this so-called independence and a very mighty struggle,
therefore, of people responding to that'call — to stop the so-
called independence of this area — to make even the bantustans
ungovernable, to destroy the puppet organs of government.

I think this also makes this victory very important because
in practice, on the ground, it demonstrated unity in action of
our people in both town and the countryside.

MOBERATOR ,

I agree that this particular case has been a great victory for our
people and there.is no doubt that the struggle is effectively
taking root in many of the bantustans, There have been reports
of clashes between the liberauun forces and the forces of the
puppel re;imlahﬂiun. What should our people expect from the
debele after this victory?

Answer: Even before we come to deal with that question, we
should dlso look at what are the specific factors which led to
this victory in KwaNdebele.

As Comrade Thabo has already pointed out, the main res-
son behind this has been the mass activity of the which
has been so massive as to make the whole area of KwaNdebele
ungovernable and almost leading to the collapee of the bantu-
stan structure as such.

Secondly, there are other specific lessons that we have to
look at to realise that it is possible, even in the other bantu-
stans, to make that situation ungovernable and lead to the col-
lapse of the bantustan system.

To quote a few examples, just before the announcement
by the emicative Acsembly that they are vo longer guing tu
accept the so-called.independence, there had been a strike for -
more than two weeks by civil servants in KwalNdebele. This
shows that the civil servants in the other bantustans too can
play a very important role in ensuring that the structures of
the apartheid regime do not . This means that they
should join the masses of the people in the other bantustans
and assist them in whatever way they can as they are better
placed to contribute to the ¢ of its functi

Another [actor is that because Skhosana his gang
did not represent the people, they therefore did not have a
mass base. They also did not have the of the tradition~
al structures of KwaNdebele. For that resson therefore they
could not get the support of the people in the rural areaa who
pay allegiance to these chiefs.

This is another lesson for us. That the chiefs in the traditional

Continued on P.6
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. Continued from P.5
structures have gol an important role to play in challenging the
apartheid system. It is a challenge to all the chiefs, to all the
people in the traditional structures in other bantustans, to
realise that their place is with the mass of the people to chal-
_leage the regime and not to become paid agents of the apart-
heid system.
MODERATOR
Thesr developments came at a time when the ruling Nationalist
Party was having an extraordinary co in Durban, where
again the regime’s leaders made the statement about ‘change’
or ‘reform’, especially the announcement that there are going
to be elections that will lead to the establishment of a National
Statutory Council. Learning from the past, this séems yet ano-
ther manoeuvre, an attempt to make us fight another apartheid

structure. How should we view vt respond to these develop-
ments al the present moment?

Answer: | think we should begin perhaps with the questign
you have asked previously, that of what the people ol KwaNde-
bele should do at the present moment. 1 think it is not just
enough that the puppets have said that they are shelving their
‘independence’, dismantling the Imbokodo and o on. Speci-
fic demands have been made — that the cabinet should resign,
that ‘independence’ should be ‘rejected. detainees n-lrn'lrd and
so on. | think the pfople of KwaNdebele should -go on to !
press for these demands, and like the rest of the peofle in the

country, strive towards making the country ungovernable and

specifically in the area they live in, completely destroy the
apartheid structure that has been croated there.

It is not enough that these people have shelved “independ.
ence’ because it is obvious that they may be thinking of part-
icipating in the National Council which has been referred to in
the racist congress in Natal. So. the people should fight on un-
til the whole structure is destrosed in KwaNdebele. As in
other places, people’s committees shoufil be created for local
administration to make sure that the defeated cligue does not
come hack into power.

A\nd specifically on the National Statutory Council, it is
clear that it is yel another of the aparthvid structures thal are
coming up, created by the Botha regime, trying to weaken the
thrust of the people and what they have achieved. They are
vreating this struelure beeause it is important for them to keep
these collaborators within a certain structure that will make
themn a bil aceeptable 1o the people. But already the MNational
Council has been rejected and they are trying (o lure the peo-
ple into it by introducing new words such as “the first elections
in which Africans will vole on a national scale™. Bul this is
not enough. We need a national campaign 1o flight participa-
tion within the Sational Council and make sure tian no oue
participates, that in fact, it is still-boen.

| think that in the context of what Freddie was saying, and
what Peter was saying before thal, one of the most import-
ant lessuns of the struggle in KwaNdebele is that all sections of
our people in this area got mobilised. Civil servants, traditional
chiefs, the youth in large numbers, the ordinary working class
in the area united at' the right time. The struggle was conduct-
ed both by political and military means. All the social groups
of our enlire people united against a clique that has been
bought by the Pretoria regime at a partjcularly important time,
because the regime has been trying to put acruss a notion that
there is conflict betwren the older and younger generations.
That as a result of this the phenomenon of vigilantes like Imbo-

kodo has appeared; that conservatives, tradionalists are vppo-
sing. the youth who are rebels. The victory in KwaNdebele
shows, in fact, that the Imbokodo had nothing with being tra-
ditivnal but was part of the state structure of the regime.

The positions that the youth took were the same as those
that their parents, workers and civil servants took. So, in the
aftermath of what is an important victory, but still a partial
victory, it is necessary that the unity of all8hg forcesshould be
maintained around a vers clear programme which must aim
not only at stopping! this ‘independence’ of KwalNdebele but
completely defeating this apartheid structure in. this area.
Therelore, in the perspective of what must happen in the kwa-
Ndebele area, there is a need to keep the unity of the people
around a definite, clear view of what we are trying to do. We
want to destroy these puppet structures entirely.

I think that given the importance of this victory and given
this particular moment we are in our struggle, the rest of the
country has a great responsibility to support the people of
KwaNdebele. Other struggdes must. of course, intensily in the
other bantustans but the people must draw the necessary les-
suns (rom the KwaNdebele strugge. But as a national libera-
tion movement, we must all ol us in the country, unile Lo act
in support of the KwaNdebele prople.

It should be expected that the regime is going 1o act with a
greal deal of viciovsness lowards the prople of kwaNdebele

# because its schemes have been sabotaged and undermined by

. this determined offensive both in the military and political
Mields. T verefore, it is absolutely important that the rest of the
country acts together with them 1o build from this victory
that has been scored.

To add briefly 19 what the comradeshave been saying, in
fact, 'hﬂﬂth#lln‘ﬂ“ﬁﬂrmm#wﬁ'imdr that the Legislative As-
sembly is no more going to accept the so-called independence,
the first question that one was faced with was whether these
pevple are not just making a temporary “retreat to have some
breathjng space in order to come back full force against the
mass of the people. But the answer to the question lies in the
mass of the people themselves. This means that the peaple must
not just say we have achieved a victory and now we must rest.
The important thing is that the unity of the prople must be
maintained and the offensive against the bantustan structures
must be intensified.

We shall remember that in May this year the ANC issued
another *“Call to the Nation™ and the title of that call was
From Ungovernability to People’s Power. This applies not unly
to the Llownships and the urban arcas but to the rural areas tou.
It means that where we have created a situation of ungoverna-
bility, where we have battered the structures of the regdme
that they are beginning to collapse, we must go ahead Lo oslab-
lish committees of sur own, the mdimentary organs of people’s
power.

To a great extent the admission by the ruling clique in Kwa-
Ndebele that they cannot aceept the so-called independence
is a greal retreat on their part. Therefore, the mass of the peo-
ple must pursue them in the direction of ensuring that the
bantugtan structure in ils entirety collpases. They must ensure
that at local level — Ehangula and other local areas - the peo-
ple’s commitlees that emerge are spread all over KwaNdebele
as part of the vverall offensive of the mass of the people both
in the rural and urban. areas. This will ensure the collapse of
the whole administrative structure of Lthe apartheid system.
This is one important direction in which we should channel
the actions of the pe .

Continued on P.?
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MODERATOR

I would like to pursue the point of people’s power. From some
repurts that have come from some of thes: bantustans one
hears that, for instance, Mangope has publicly said thal there
are rudimenlary struclures which have come inlo exislance in
I',l'-q.uhulhlhwlum One description used was “comrades’ com-
mittees”. Even Sehe in the Ciskei has complained about such
structures springing up in his bantustan. Of course, these strue-
tures played an important part in influencing the development
of events in KwaNdebele. Shouldn't we address vurselves at
this moment to the role Lo be played by these people’s com-
milters, street committecs, village committees, ete., developing
this to a nation-wide concept?

Answer: To start off Comrade Tom, whal we can say is that
the emergence of these rudimentary organs of people’s power
is not puculiar to this level of struggle today, not puculiar to
this particular period, but as President O.R. Tambo puinted
out in the January B message of 1984, structures like these
have emerged in the past in places like Pundoland in 1960
during what is called the Pondoland Revolt. What happened
there is that the inasses of the people challenged the regulations
and laws of the regime and smashed the organs of rule of the
rl,'.pnlr and in their place started to mshtulr their own urgans

- what was called Intaba.

The Intaba ultimately acted like an organ of government in
Pondoland. Su, this example gues to show that in the urban
areas and the rural areas, organs of popular power have emerg-
ed in our historv. Now, with the present uprising, the same
situation has arisen where the people, in attacking the regime,
go Lo the extent of smashing these organs and institutions and
substitute them with their own organs. It has happened in
nany areas of the country, in some cases in an acule manne T
as in Lebowa.

Here, the youth and the mass of the people have gone ahead
to force MP's of the Lebowa Legislative Assembly o resign.
They have also furced sume chiefs Lo resign from the tribal au-
thority and 1o join the village commitiees of the people, which
village committers have beeome urgans of rule of the people
in these villagez. But the most important thing is that these
vrgans which have emerged do not play the role of merely
supervising the day to day lives of the prople like senices,
ele., bul that they are viewed as organs of struggle or organs
of prople’s war or urgans of insurrection. That i= why we (ind
in arcas like Steelpoort. in Sehhukhuniland. that there i a
greal campaign of mobilization of the ﬂurlu*ni e farm work-
ers gu un sirike demanding higher -r- There are all sorts of
actions by the youth attscking farmers in the’ Steelpoort area.
There are many more artions which have mads"it impossitle
for farmers to . and sell their produce in the arca. This
shows that the role of these organs ie not merely to run the
liver of the v bul lo art as of strugge. It is ven
important 1o highlight this because most of the time emphasis
is being luid on the existance of these organs jn the townships.
Expericnce has shown Lhat these ongins can exist and do ex-
ist in both rural and urban areas. The people in the rural arvas
should be encouraged to o rm them as organs of struggle
against the bantustan system.

I think that is a very important puint Comrade Tom, about
the need for us always and continuously tv keep our focuss
on our strategic task which is o seize power from the regime.
Naturally, we have to go through very many phases and prmuls
to get to that point. But the point that Peter has made is a
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very guod one —victories that we have scored resulting in the,
organs of government of the apartheid regime and their replace-
ment by organs of people’s power should for us be steps Lo-
wards organising ourselves better. They must be steps Lo unite
vurselves and spread prople’s war and therefore to set up
those units which must ¢ o n d u c t such a military strusgle
and su on.

I think what is also important is whal was mentioned in
our January 8 statement this year, and in the past years,
about the creation of mass insurrectionary bases in the country .
The situation in sume areas has developed to such a level that
it is possible for us to further advance vur il:rug:h e.g- for MK
to act in these areas. In the particular case # KwaNdebele,
there was a case of Piet Ntuli, the so-called mifster of Home
Affairs and buss of Imbokodo who was killed by a bomb in

his car. The manner in which this happen=d in an area with
ﬁﬂ'll security, showed that it was pt.dhlt fur the people 10
use their organisational skills and give relative salety to the
people involved in the vperation o reach such a pegson. = -

As our call in January made it clear, we should do every-
thing to expand these bases, not only in the urban areas as it
has happened in the Eastern Cape, Durban, Suweto, ete., but
aleo in the rural areas themselves. The people should form
rﬂnlutiunlq bases for the further advancement of the struggle.

I think this has happened in KwaNdebele as Comrade Thabeo
and Peter have been saying.

Lebowa for instance is in turmoil. There was a case in Bopho-
thatswana where cadres of | mkhonto we Sizwe engaged somee
uf these bantustan forees right in the presenee of our people,
with the prople walching the actual combat of our furees with
the furces of the bantustan sy slem.

| also think that as we ereate the perople’s committees to
mobilise the prople into daily action direeted towards the over-
throw of the bantustan regimes amd making the whole countny |

_wernable, we should bear in mind that armed strugee is
an important element of our struggle and in all areas it hould
be able to root itself and vur cadres who are operating in these
arrag should be able Lo muve [reely and be able Lo go back to
the people and be sheltered and kept by them.

MODERATOR

Une other thing that comes to my mind after the eventein Kwa-
\debele is the fear or the threat that a similar situation as that
which happened in Crossroads might  arise, where the regime
actually went in alongside with the vigilantes or Witdoeke as
they call ther in Crossroads. I the Imbohedo of KwaNdebele
is nol completely destros ed, there is this danger that they may
be used in the same nanner as the Witdoeke were used in Cross-
ru.ld-s. What would we advise ‘our people in KwaNdebele to do

r el il of this theeat?

Answer: | would say that the mmp.mlun you draw is a veny
important one. In the first instance, the retreat of the Pretoria

regime and its puppets on the question of ‘independence’ is
the sign of the defeat of the kind of manoeuvre that has beei
carried out in Crussroads. The death of Piet Ntuli and the en-
tire campaign throughout the KwaNdebele arca has in (act res-
ulted in t":e defeat of theWitdoeke of KwanNdebele. Because
of the urited strength of the pebple and the possibility of cag~.

rying rut combat action vn a mass scale and on a more profe-
ssivnal basis, the regime has been defrated.

But the regime is not guing Lo give up and 2y il is defeated
and’ therefure it must throw up its hands in the air and let any-

thing and everything happen in-the KwaMNdebele arca. | think
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that the expericnce that we have gained in the AwaNdebele
area confirms very sharply the importance of people’s war, the
I].lilil'_h- Lis uilnl-l'hr'n Lo acl as a ltli'il.ﬂr} force.

Our movement makes the call quile correclly that those
black prople who are serving in the instruments of repression
of the regime should resign. Some outstanding patriots have
resigned. But | think it should be said that there are certain
elements in vur society that are corrupt in the real meaning of
the term. Take the case of Ntuli, a crimival, and even his
friends and bosses were complaining that he has been involved
in car thefts and things like that.

You look at all the pevple who are commanding similar
sorts of groupings. For example, in Matal_, under the wing of
Inkatha there are commanders of such groupings with long
criminal records of rape, murder, house-breaking and theft,

grevious bodily harm and all sorts of erimes.

Now, these are elements which are cormpt, which in all
sorts of waysare people who cannot be corrected. So, what do
vou do against forces like that? You have to fight them!
Whatever remmnants of Imbokodo there are in the KwaNdebele
area who are of that Kind i.e. ordinary criminals who can be
bought to kill their grandmothers, against such forces any poli-
tical appeal cannol work. So, the people thave Lo strengthen
their own capacity Lo resist and fight against such units which
the enemy uses for money.

To add very briefly, in fact in the calls that have been made
by the movement on the whole guestion ol organs ol people s
power, there has been an pmphasis made on the fact that for
these urgans of power to supvive and develop they have to have
the capacity to deflend demselves and to advance the struggle
in general. That is the importance of the formation of self-
defence units in the various localities, It is necessary for people
Lo create their own units to ensure the protection of the demo-
cratic leadership, their security as a community and maximum
vigilance o that the enemy does not find it casy to operate in
those arras,

It is important to form units’in an organised manner that
can start by using very rudimentary weapons and develop to
higher levels. In the whole process of development of peo-
ple’s war, it is necessary for people to be organised to ward-
off attacks from such forces as vigilantes. Of course, on their

own these cannot be sufficient, a8 Comrades Thabo and Fred-
die were saying. One of the main reasons for the victory in
KwaNdebele has been the ability of Umkhonto we Sizwe to
makg its serious and effective input into actions that are taking
placé in the area. Therefore in addition to the initiative of the
people in organising themselves to ward-off attacks from for-
ces such as vigilantes, SAP, SADF and so on, it is necessary for
MK register its presence and find ways of adding some stre.
ngth to the activities of the people.

MODERATOR :
Do you still have something to say?

Answer: What I would say is that the lesson for the whole
demaocratic movement has been very instructive. And as we
were saying in Jhe last part by Comeade Thabo and Peter,
there can be tno over-emphases of the fact that mass political
action by the people, combined with actions of Umkhonto we
Sizwe are essential for our victory, as was seen in a very effect
we stay-away combined with some military action.

The other lesson s that when we act in one area we are
bound to influence the situation in another. Already, when the
struggle in KwaNdebele gained momentum, we witnessed cer-
tain upheavals in certain areas where there had been relative
iuictness for some time. In Bophuthatswana there erupted a
great upheaval that embarassed the so-called moderate regime
which has always tried 1o present itsell as not so involved in
these repressive measures. It was exposed to be no different
frum that of the €iskei, Transkei or Venda which have always
lrrrurim-l.!‘ our people. Stemming from this, vur call to the peo-
ple in the so-called independent bantustans should be together
with those of the other bantustans, to unite their forces and
fight for the complete destruction of the bantustan system
which is very important in the strategy of the regime for its
apartheid rule.

We should always encourage that certain elements within
these bantustans as was seen in KwaNdebele before the ‘inde-
pendence’ issue was shelved, begin to question their commit-
ment to the so-called independence and the hantustan system.

Continued on P.11
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Dompas Surfaces

inthe Schools
asl.Ds

THE EDUCATION of the Black majonty is st a burning |

issue among the students, teachers, parents and democratic
organisations throughout our country. Since its imposition
on our people in 1954 the struggle against Bantu Education
has intensified and assume national proportions. It has be-
come one of the major issues in our fight against the whole
system of racial discrimination and economic bondage.
When the schools were due to reopen the racist authorni-
ties introduced ‘identity cards’, the new svetem of regist-
ration and restrictions on prople entering the school pre-
miscs, With these new measures the Department of Educa.
tion and Training (DET)hopes to crush the resistance to
apartheid education system. Like all our oppressors, the
ET authorities look for problems of education for Blacks
outside the education milicu and blames ‘outsiders’ in the
name of agitalors fur all the unrest in Black institutions of
learning. Yet the rool cause for all this lies in the very sys-
tem of Bantu Education. :

In essence what do these new draconian measures mean? .

Firstly, the introduction of identities to students should be
seen as an extension of that hateful badge of slavery, i.e.
the ‘Dompas”. It is also a means of trying to split the ranks
of the students and victimise their nﬁfm Secondly, it
means only those that the racist authorities feel are not
‘agitators’ will be allowed to register and study. Thirdly,
it means that schools are no longer properties of the com-
munity since the general populace wilrht barred from enter-
ing the schoul premises without the newly introduced means
ulpidrnlil"n:lt;iun. And above all, the authority of the raci-
sts will be further entrenched, through the depluyment of
the police and the army in and around the !::EH.HJI:I.. Quite
obviously such an atmosphere cannot be condusive to the
conducting of normal classes. It is only under conditions
of fascist dictatorship that you get such extreme measures.

With the militarisation of Black schools the DET, has
flagrantly violated the principles and norms of the learning

process. No dtupih or students can abeorb anything, if they ,

are surrounded by aggressive police and army forces, under
the continuous threats of teargas, birdshots, live and rubber
bullets and vicious dogs. ;
Steeled by their practical experience in the struggle, our
students and parents immedialely saw through these new
measures. Within a day or two of the introduction of these
identities, our fighting vouth rejected them and even start-

ed buming them. | o
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These desperate actions of the enemy have no place in
our society and will never mislead nor deter us from the
revolution. The entire democratic students organisations
should unite against these draconian measures. We urge
the National Education Crisis Committee, the entire demo-
cratic movement and the workers isations to support
the actions of our students in their rejection of these
identities.

With the active su of the revolutionary masses of
sur country led by our vanguard, the African National Co-
ngress and our People’s Army, supported also by the demo-
cratic peoples the world over, our students’ resolve Lo pul
into practice the People’s Education is a reality within
reach, The DET should be given no space nor unie o breath
until our aims are realised.

In this regard, a guestion of primary concern Lo us all
is that of education. We have stated our stand on this issue
i." I'I-I"H.I' “‘lll"l.l Hi\ I.H'.l ll'n“ﬂu “.h“.l wie wanl iE e 'dl"““ I'I'T-I'liih
non-racial, free and compulsory system of education. The
broad principles underlying that alternative system of edu-
calion are contained in the Freedom Charter.

ANC PRESS STATEMENT
Sth August 1986

THATCHER APPEASES RACISM

THE African National Cmgm congratulates the six
Commonwealth Heads of Government on their deci-

sion to impose further sanctions against the Pretoria

The deteriorating situation in South Africa, with
the regime’s violence and brutality against the popula-
tion reaching new extremes behind a cloak of censor-
ship requires the imposition of comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions. However the commitment of
these Heads of Government and their refusal to be
dragooned into making gestures which could only
serve to buttress Botha's intransingence is a source of
encouragement to us.

Prime Minister Thatcher has confirmed her govern-
ment’s determination to continue to support the Pre-
toria regime. It is clear that the British Government is
not in the least concerned about the daily killings

of our people in South Africa. It sees nothing wrong

~ with the continued occupation of Namibia or Pretoria’s

aggression against the independent states of Southern
Africa

The cornerstone of Mrs Thatcher's policy towards
Southern Africa is the appeasement of radism. She
tries to disguise this with hypocritical expressions
Emm 1b-uuh'l.*1. the jobs uadngnnuchlm : of the oppre-

w a that her nt
will do nothi mmmrdmmcmnf
terror throughout Southern Africa. The ANC appeals
to all governments, especially those in the common-
wealth, to impose the agreed measures immediately.
We hope that the decision to secure “‘concerted inter-
national action ih the coming months” will lead to
the imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions
by the Security Council.

ALFRED NZO.
Secretary General.
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SPEAK THE TRUTH FROM THE PULPIT

THE CLAIM of the white minority regime that it is the defender
of Christianity and religious freedom in South Africa, lies bu-
ried under the volumnous heap of its evil deeds in this so-called
defence.

Under the state of emergency and other undemocratic de-
crees and police powers, freedom to preach or worship have
been violated as never before. The so-called defenders have
bécome the persecutors of religious communities as long as
these wuse their pulpit to speak the truth and demand justice
and peace for all in our land.

Priests languish in the detention camps of the regime; rel-
‘gious worshippers have been collected from the churches and
locked away; peaceful meetings where readings of the Koran
were being conducted in remembrance -of June 16 were tear-
gassed ; priests have been deported while others were whipped;
religious objectors to the unjust war of the regime have been
detained and treated like traitors; helicopters have been used
against a religious centre in which a large number of black
children were given sanctuary. The number of evil deeds com-
mitted in the last two months is long and ghastly.

The religious community, especially its leaders, has an im-
.mense and urgent responsibility to respond to this situation.
Not only has the regime violated the people’s rights to worship
but the right to life has been completely denied to those who
oppose the inhuman apartheid system,

Id the January statement of the ANC to the people of South
Africa, we urged that the religious community, inspired by
their own faiths must, as an important sector among our peo
ple, further enhance its contribution to the struggle to end the
apartheid system and to create a society in which the right to
life will be respected.

The millions of believers in our country are faced with a
challenge to defend their right to their beliefs. And, we have
seen that rather than grant that right, the barbarous regime has
continued to erode it until we have nothing left. It is clear that
apartheid does not tolerate any opposition to evil, rather, it
would have our leaders behave like the pretenders in the HNK
and other racist churches.

For all the believers in our country, the time to act is now.
Black and white, we must do our part in destroying this evil
system that claims its guthority from God even though the world
religious community has long declared apartheid a heresy.

Qur vision for the future of religion has long been spelt in
our beacon for the future — the Freedom Charter — which
states: “The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak, to
organise, to meet together, to publish, to preach, to worship
and to educate their children.” The apartheid system is an anti-
thesis to these noble objectives.

The regime continues to claim that violence is unjustified
against itself. The right to violence belongs to the state. But,

),

we the oppressed masses and democratic-manded whites who
seek justice and peace in our land have a respopsibility to bring
to an end this violent rule. We should and must, resolve to
become part of all those who have decided to respond to vio-
lence with violence in defence of the right of the people to life
and freedom."

Christians, Muslims, Jews, Hindus and people of other faiths
must work resolutely and consistently to involve the whole
religious community in the struggle to destroy the tpqrﬂidd
regime. . '

As is stated in the Kairos Document: “... the Church cannot
collaborate with tyranny. It cannot or should not do anything
that appears to give legniimacy to a morally illegitimate regime.
Secondly, the Church should not only pray for a change of
government, it should also mobilise its members in every par-
ish to begin to think and work and plan for a change of govern-
ment in South Africa ... and finally, the moral illegitimacy of
the apartheid regime means that the Church will have to be
involved at times in civil disobedience. A Church that takes
its responsibilities seriously in these circumstances will some-
times have to confront and to disobey th state to obey God."

Many people in our country are religious and it is therefore
the task of the religious leaders to guide  : not as a force
separate from the liberation forces, but as an integral part of
the national liberation movement.

To our religious community the Affican National Cong-
ress says:

Organise, unite and act for the end of apartheid!
Pray for the end of apartheid!

Freedom is at hand!

Now is the time to act!

{
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On the banner of this Cape Town funeral the word behind phe coffin is ‘murder’.
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These forces should decide at this moment not only Lo =ay
that they reject ‘independence’ but must come out directly
onto the side of the people aguinst the bantustan system.

MODERATOR

I think that it is clear for most of vur prople involved in the
liberation struggle that the struggle has been widening, not enly
in the so-called South Africa without the bantustans but slso
in the ‘independent’ ones. There are lot of reports from nght
in the nourth in Venda, up to the Esstern Cape, both in the Uis-
kei and the Transkei, of upheavals. But let us look at it from
the side that there has been a stale of emtergency from June
12. How do we address ourselves Lo this phenomenon that has
develuped since the state of emergency was declared?

Answer: | think it is vne of the interesting features of the situa-
tion at home. It is the extent at which the enemy underesti-
males, in the first instance, the resolve of vur people Lo (ree
themselves. It is the extent at which it underestimates the level
of urganisation amung vur people and overestimates its strength.
The question you have asked carier of what Heunis announced
in the Federal Congress of the racists ruling party about possi-
ble elections to dect people to serve in the so-called Statuton
Council is the reflection of the same thing that, s« lale in the
day, they should continue to believe thal there is ars body
with any eredibility whatsoever whao is going 1o Le elected into
sume pupprel body .

It is a complete refusal to understand the level of strugge

that we have reached. OF course, this is nol perculiar Lo the
apartheid regime. All oppressors almost proceed from this
pusition that they can kold on to pewer forever. Smith in Rho-
desia thought that Rhodesia woul! last for thousand years.
Hitler also thought that fascism would last for a thousand
years. The Botha regime is no different,

But the fact of the matter, I think js that it is vers import-
ant that we sheul: whereas the enemy. nnderestimales our
l'trrugth and overrstimates his own, move abjectively from the
position that power is within our grasp. That is based on vur
strength. It is based un our level of commitment, on vur under-
standing of the strategic and taclical tasks that we have 1o
accomplish to reach vur goal of liberation.

The response to the state of emergency and evers thing that
the regime has done has been very good starting with the mas-
sive ubservance of June 16. It is very important that we should
puy u great deal of attention to the strengthening of the organi-
sativnal struclures which must take us forward. whether in
the form of organs of people’s power, mass democratic organi-
sativns, military combal units, underground structures ol the
ANC ete. All these organised structures are what we need 1o
able us to move forward. It was clear that with the arrests that
twok place during this state of emergencs, the e was In -
ing to smash our organised base 1o make it impossible forns o
move forward, 1o deny us of or ganis=ers leadeship of
urganisalions, «le.

But the enemy failed beeanse it consistently underestimates
our strength and capacity to withstand  repression”Bul in the
end. that capacity 1o withstand repression has got Lo be based
on the existence of vrganised forces ol various kin:'s through-
oul the country which are able 1o mobilise the people and Lo
muove Lhem forward.

I think that is an important *ask. 10 is a lask that faces the
KwaNdebele people. The consotidation of the victory in Kna
Ndebele and the fusther movement forward has got 1o depenu
vn the birth and the with, development. strengtheing and
consolidation of all ll';ﬂ.II I.ll"ﬂ'lll‘l"lt: slructures 'Inlli'l‘hmfl‘l‘ in
cuntact with the people and are able 1o move Uhe prople forward.

On the 30eh July 1986, the South African Communist Party
marked its 65th Anniversary. It distributed this sticker inside
the country.
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